
Hol� Famil� Schoo�
Grad� 8 Summer Readin� Assignmen�

Dear Families,

Welcome to 8th Grade! In preparation for your child’s arrival into the 8th grade ELA class
I have prepared a 2 part summer reading assignment.  Students will be responsible for
completing both pieces of the assignment and bringing it with them during the first full week of
school in September. Please see below for an outline of the full assignment.

Part 1: Students will read 1 required book and answer the attached set of comprehension
questions.  Please be advised that students will be tested on this book during the first full week
of classes in September.

The 8th Grade required reading book is The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

Part 2: Students will choose one of the books listed below to read and complete the attached
graphic organizer.  They will use the completed graphic organizer to assist them in an in-class
project when we return to school in September.

List of Choice Reading Books:
Tex by S.E. Hinton

I am Malala (Young Readers Edition) by Malala Yousafzai
Miracle on 49th Street by Mike Lupica

The Hobbit by J.R.R Tolkien
Tangerine by Edward Bloor

Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt



The Book Thief: Comprehension Questions

Directions: Respond to each of the following questions in complete sentences. Please be sure
to proofread your work for spelling and grammatical mistakes. You may either type or handwrite
these questions on a separate piece of paper.

1. Who is the narrator of the story?
2. Where is the “book thief” when the narrator first notices her?
3. What three colors does the narrator see in the book thief that “resonate” with him?
4. What image are these colors referencing?
5. What tragedy occurs on the train?
6. What falls from the grave digger apprentice’s pocket? What does Liesel do with it?
7. What is the one thing that Liesel knows about her Father?
8. What about Rosa’s way of speaking makes an “immediate impact” on Liesel?
9. What possession of Hans does Death describe as “having a story” itself?
10. What major historical event takes place in this section?
11. What does Hans give Liesel for Christmas?
12. After Liesel is beaten by Rosa for not coming home with enough money, where does

Liesel say that she spent the missing money?
13. Why does Hans Jr. call his father a coward?
14. What significant “act of thievery” does Liesel conduct at the end of Part 2?
15. Death introduces a new character from Stuttgart whom he calls “the struggler.” What is

this person’s real name, and why does he leave Stuttgart?
16. What else do Rudy and Liesel steal in Part 3 other than apples?
17. Where does the “struggler” arrive at the end of Part 3?
18. How does Max’s Father, Erik Vandenburg, save Hans Hubermann’s life?
19. Death blatantly says that he has given us “two events in advance” at the beginning of

Part 5. What are these two significant future events?
20. Max day dreams about fighting with what person?
21. After months of failure, what is Rudy’s “only chance to revel in some victory” at the end

of Part 5?
22. What tragic historical event does Death elude to at the beginning of part 6?
23. What are the “longest three minutes in Hubermann history”?
24. Why does Hans’ painting business improve? What aspect of Hans’ painting is Liesel

impressed by?
25. What do the sirens signal? Where do the Hubermanns go during this time? What does

Max do when the sirens sound?
26. What startling event does Part 7 end with?
27. What favor does Hans do for a Jewish shop owner that is a dangerous move?
28. Death again tells us major plot points in advanced—this time about the bombing of

Himmel street. How many people survive this catastrophe?
29. Where does Death say that Liesel is living at the end of the novel?
30. Who takes Liesel in after Himmel St. is destroyed? What two other important characters

come back to Molching after the war is over?



Choice Text: Graphic Organizer

Directions: Complete the following graphic organizer thoroughly using your knowledge of the
text. You do not need to write in complete sentences for your notes.

Novel:________________________________ By __________________________

Plot- List the major events of the story

Setting- Where and when does it occur

Characters-List both the major and minor
characters. Write notes about all of these

characters

Conflict(s)- What are the main problems?
How are they resolved?

Theme- What is the author trying to say
about the world or about life?


