
           November 28, 2021                   1st Sunday of Advent 

Weekend Masses 
 

St. Mary’s, Clayton  
Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  

 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 
Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.  

 

St. Francis Xavier, Redwood 
Memorial Day - Columbus Day 

 

Weekday & Holy Day Masses 
 

See page 2 or call the Parish Office 
 

3:00–3:30pm Saturdays at St. Mary’s 
Saturdays after 5:30pm Mass at St. Cyril’s 

and by appointment                
 

First Friday Holy Hour 
after 9:00 a.m. Mass on the first  

Friday of the month at St. Mary’s 
 

Prayer Line 
315-686-3970 or smsjprayerline@gmail.com 

 

Deacon Neil Fuller  
Pastoral Life Coordinator 

Phone: 315-405-6910 
email: pastoralassociate@stmarysclayton.org 

 

Rev. Arthur J. LaBaff 
Sacramental Minister  

St. Mary’s Rectory:  315-686-3398 
 

Rev. Douglas G. Comstock 
Pastor Emeritus 

St. Cyril’s Rectory: 315-482-2670 
 

Deacon  
       Bruce Daugherty               Bernie Slate 
            Gary Frank                  Joel Walentuk       

 

 
Maribeth McFadden, Secretary 

email: reception@stmarysclayton.org 
Mailing Address: 521 James Street, Clayton, NY 13624 

Office H  Mon-Thurs   9am-4pm 

 
St. Mary’s: Jennifer Barton 315-686-2638 

email: religioused@stmarysclayton.org 
St. Cyril’s: Trina Henry 315-482-2252 

email: thenry2252@gmail.com 
 

Buildings/Grounds & Cemeteries, Jason Montondo 
Call the Parish Office  315-686-3398 

 

Websites: 
www.stmarysclayton.org         www.stcyrils.org 

Welcome to St. Mary’s Church, Clayton              

& the Catholic Community of  Alexandria, Alexandria Bay 

November 28, 2021 

 



Catholic Community of Alexandria, Alexandria Bay—Redwood 

Mass Schedule: 
 

SATURDAY, December 4, Anticipated Vigil 
4:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
5:30 (SC) Morris Amyot by Connie Panunzio 
 

SUNDAY, December 5, Second Sunday of Advent 
9:00 (SM) Intentions of Lisa Willard by David & 

Lynette Robinson 
10:30 (SC) Helen Sourwine by her family 
     

MONDAY, December 6 
8:00 (SC) Harold George by estate of Emma George 
9:00 (SM) Liturgy of the Word with Communion   
 

TUESDAY, December 7 
8:00 (SC) Intentions of Morning Mass Group by Jean 
Decker 
9:00 (SM) Liturgy of the Word with Communion   
  

WEDNESDAY, December 8, Immaculate Concep-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
9:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
5:15 (SC) Jena Graban by Becky Rose 
 

THURSDAY, December 9 
8:00 (SC) Laurie Brenton by Mike & Barb Bresnahan 
9:00 (SM) Leonard O’Brien by Dc. Neil & Dee Fuller 
 

FRIDAY, December 10 
8:00 (SC) Faithful Departed 
9:00 (SM) Pat & Jim George by Dianne Leavery 

 

SATURDAY, December 11, Anticipated Vigil 
4:00 (SM) Hans Wahl by Dc. Neil & Dee Fuller 
5:30 (SC) Faithful Departed 
 

SUNDAY, December 12, Third Sunday of Advent 
9:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
10:30 (SC) Servino & Angela Scrivani by Roderick, 

Lisa, Cristofer, & Dominic Tidd 

Weekly Giving  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Please consider electronic giving...a safe and 
consistent way to support your parish.  
Sign up at www.stmarysclayton.org or 

www.stcyrils.org or contact the parish office. 

St. Mary’s        This Year           Last Year 
Envelopes      $   1,812.21         $  3,843.00 
Plate               $      428.00         $     217.82 
Fuel                 $        91.00         $        0.00 
Human Development $  182.00 

December 5, Second Sunday of Advent 
 

The Lord Calls:  Are you seeking “knowledge 
and full insight to help you determine” your 
vocation in Christ as a priest, deacon, or in 
consecrated life? Talk to Fr. Art LaBaff, or Fr. 
Chris Carrara at ccarrara@rcdony.org / 315-
393-2920, or Cathy Russell at crus-
sell@rcdony.org / 315-393-2920.  

Alexandria         This Year         Last Year 
 

Envelopes         $   1,518.00 
Plate                          208.00 
Electronic                  186.15 
Total                 $   1,912.15      $  1,639.00 
 

Fuel                   $       75.00        Fuel Goal 
Fuel to Date     $ 15,880.65      $19,357.00 
 

Human Development   $   45.00 

2021 Bishops Fund Appeal 
 

The Bishop’s Fund Appeal continues. Please 
prayerfully consider supporting the many good 
works of the Diocese. Thank you in advance 
for your support. Use the response envelope at  
the church entrances or to make your Bishop’s 
Fund gift online, visit  www.rcdony.org and 
click on the secure “Bishop’s Fund Appeal” 
link. 
 

Catholic Community of Alexandria: 
  Goal:                       $14,687.00      108 donors 
  Given to Date:       $12,361.00        66 donors 
 

St. Mary’s:                
  Goal:                      $24,831.00      199 donors 
  Given to Date:       $19,884.21      119 donors 

  

Let’s reach our goals in number of donors  
as well as dollars. Please give! 

Advent Penance Services 
 

Sunday, December 19th 
1pm at St. Mary’s, Clayton 

3pm at St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 
 

Holy Hour, Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, the Rosary, and opportunity for confes-
sions. Plan to make this a part of your Advent. 



December 5, 2021 St. Mary’s Church, Clayton, NY 

St. Mary’s Ministry Schedule: The next 
schedule will run from January 4 through Feb-
ruary 27. Lectors, Greeters, and Ushers are 
asked to contact the parish offices or go on-
line to the scheduler program by December 15 
to enter your serving preferences.  

Music Ministry Notes:  
 
 

St. Mary’s, Clayton 

 St. Mary's choir is rehearsing for Advent 
and Christmas at 10am on Sundays. If you are 
interested in joining us, contact Corrine Willis 
at corrinefwillis@gmail.com or 315-221-3689. 

 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay  
The St. Cyril's Choir gathers at 9:45 for 

practice before 10:30 Mass. We love new 
members. We also will be creating a Children's 
Choir in addition to our Adult Choir for the 
Christmas Holidays. For questions, contact 
Becky Rose at 315-778-8419 or 
becky.a.rose@gmail.com. 

Did You Know…             by Judy Pearson 
 

Living Advent’s  Themes 
 

Advent began last Sunday and the first candle 
was lit on the Advent Wreath. These candles…in 
church or at home…symbolize hope, love, joy 
and peace.   

Week 1...Hope. Last Christmas was much dif-
ferent from Christmases of the past. Traditions 
were put on hold and activities were limited, many 
were unable to travel, visits were by phone or 
online. The hope that carried us through last 
Christmas inspired the faith that helped us adapt to 
a time we never imagined having to live through. 
Jesus gives us that hope. “May the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.” Romans 15:13 

Week 2...Love. I love Christmas movies, espe-
cially the old classics like A Christmas Carol, Mir-
acle on 34th Street and It’s a Wonderful Life. And I 
still adore the children’s movies, especially Char-
lie Brown Christmas and How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas.  Each is truly a story of love.  One of 
my mail order catalogs offered a shirt with a cute 
message from “God”:  “Love Everyone. I will sort 
it out later.” Isn’t that what he asks of us? He 
makes the decisions…we need to do the loving.  
God is love at the very core of our being. His love 
can heal and renew our spirits at any time. It is ev-
er present and unconditional. “Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds everything to-
gether in perfect harmony.”  Colossians 3:14 

Week 3...Joy and Week 4...Peace. These seem 
to go together for me. As a child and when we had 
children at home, Christmas always filled me with 
joy, but I was losing it as an adult…too much to 
do to really just relax and take in the Christmas 
sights and sounds that bring pleasure and happi-
ness. I love Christmas, but lately I have been too 
wrapped up in being busy and Christmas was be-
coming something to do rather than to enjoy.  
With my lists of things I thought I had to do, I was 
sacrificing peace on the altar of perfection. Now I 
am changing. I still have lists but they are now of 
things I want to do…and if they don’t get done, 
they can be modified for another time or another 
occasion. Finding and spreading joy, even to my-
self, is what is important. Peace is not perfec-
tion…it is presence, it is attention, it is not getting 
rattled over things that don’t really matter. I am 
working on it! We all can. “For you shall go out 
in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains 
and the hills before you shall break forth into sing-
ing and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
hands.”  Isaiah 55:12                                                                                                          

From the Parish Life Coordinator: 
 

Let us rejoice this Advent season as we pre-
pare in our hearts a place for the coming of our 
savior. He is our Light, our Truth, and our 
Hope beyond all reason, So let us reach out 
from our hearts to tell all the world. 

Prayer Campaign  
for the Dobbs Supreme Court Case  

  

All are asked to pray for the pro-
tection of life in our nation. In 
2018 Mississippi passed a law 
protecting unborn children after 

15 weeks of gestation, when the baby has 
a heartbeat, eyes that open, ears that 
hear, and can move and kick. The law 
was challenged and the case, known as 
Dobbs v Jackson Women’s Health Organ-
ization, is being heard by the Supreme 
Court. Dobbs v Jackson is a landmark 
case that could potentially overturn the 
decision of Roe v Wade. The possibility 
for future laws protecting the unborn 
hangs in the balance. Oral arguments for 
the case will be heard this month. A deci-
sion is expected in June 2022. More in-
formation is available at 
www.prayfordobbs.com.   

mailto:corrinefwillis@gmail.com
mailto:becky.a.rose@gmail.com


Deacon’s Corner                by Dc. Gary Frank 
 

THEY (who ever they are) say that we are 
living in the “NEW NORMAL” and yes we are 
trying, as difficult as that may be at times. But 
there has been some unfortunate side affects of 
doing so. One has been that during the lock-
downs we were required to suspend public 
gatherings at our churches. Then in an effort to 
help, not just those of the Catholic faith but 
many other faiths, churches started to broad-
cast religious services on the radio and online, 
and many of us took advantage of it.  

However, now that faith communities have 
begun in person services, attendance has not 
returned to pre-pandemic levels and again 
those individuals and families have their rea-
sons. Some have very legitimate reasons for 
not returning to in-person services and we all 
can appreciate that. But some continue to 
watch on line because of the ease of not having 
to get out on a Saturday or Sunday.  I have 
been wondering how to address this subject 
and I came across this the other day and want 
to share it with you. 

“As church attendance numbers fade across 
the nation and online services become conven-
ient, it’s important to remember why church 
attendance for you and your family matters so 
much. You can’t serve from your sofa. You 
can’t have community of faith on your sofa. 
You can’t experience the power of a room full 
of believers worshipping together on your sofa. 
Catholic Christians aren’t consumers. We are 
contributors. We don’t watch. We engage. We 
give. We sacrifice. We encourage. We pray be-
ing with those hurting. We do life together. 
The church needs you. And you need the 
church.” 

We are, for the most part, shopping in the 
grocery stores and department stores, going to 
school and work, and enjoying family gather-
ings and holiday parties again. I would ask you 
to encourage family, friends, and neighbors 
that you know to come back to church, if they 
are hesitant encourage them to take measures 
that might help them feel more comfortable at-
tending.  

We miss not seeing our church fami-
ly.              

Celebrating Advent well. The Family Life 
Office posts resources and tips to help families 
with their celebration of Advent 
at  www.rcdony.org/family-life/advent.html 

http://www.rcdony.org/family-life/advent.html


Religious Ed News 
  

St. Mary’s, Clayton 
Jenny Barton  315-686-2638 

e-mail: religioused@stmarysclayton.org 
 

Today grades K-3 will meet for class. Next 
Sunday, December 12th, grades 4-7 will meet.  

For lots of ideas to help your family live a 
holy and spiritual Advent season visit 
www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/
liturgical-year/advent. There are many re-
sources such as activities, a Journey with Jo-
seph, Jesse Tree, prayers etc.  
 

Catholic Community of Alexandria 
Trina Henry 315-482-2252 

e-mail: thenry2252@gmail.com 
 

Grades 1 through 6 will meet this Sunday, 
December 5th after 10:30 Mass in St. Cyril’s 
Church hall to review student progress, answer 
your questions, and hand out the next month’s 
materials. 

2022 Vocation Calendars are available at the 
entrances of the churches and the parish office. 
These calendars are thoughtfully provided to 
you by Cummings Funeral Services. Be sure to 
take one for your use or for a friend or relative. 
A special thank you to the Cummings family 
for providing these calendars. 

The Immaculate Conception  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

This holy day of obligation celebrates that 
Mary, the mother of Our Lord, Jesus Christ 
was born without the stain of original sin. Let 
us honor Mary, our mother. Masses are: 

 

9:00 am at St. Mary’s, Clayton 
5:15 pm at St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 

Retirement for Religious Collection 
December 11th and 12th 

 

Give in gratitude. A donor to the Retirement 
Fund for Religious writes, “I still remember 
the lessons the sisters gave us and how they 
instilled in us the love of our faith.” Show 
your thanks for the prayerful service of elderly 
Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order 
priests. Your gift to next week’s second col-
lection helps provide care, medicine, and 
more. Please be generous. 


