
           November 28, 2021                   1st Sunday of Advent 

Weekend Masses 
 

St. Mary’s, Clayton  
Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  

 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 
Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.  

 

St. Francis Xavier, Redwood 
Memorial Day - Columbus Day 

 

Weekday & Holy Day Masses 
 

See page 2 or call the Parish Office 
 

3:00–3:30pm Saturdays at St. Mary’s 
Saturdays after 5:30pm Mass at St. Cyril’s 

and by appointment                
 

First Friday Holy Hour 
after 9:00 a.m. Mass on the first  

Friday of the month at St. Mary’s 
 

Prayer Line 
315-686-3970 or smsjprayerline@gmail.com 

 

Deacon Neil Fuller  
Pastoral Life Coordinator 

Phone: 315-405-6910 
email: pastoralassociate@stmarysclayton.org 

 

Rev. Arthur J. LaBaff 
Sacramental Minister  

St. Mary’s Rectory:  315-686-3398 
 

Rev. Douglas G. Comstock 
Pastor Emeritus 

St. Cyril’s Rectory: 315-482-2670 
 

Deacon  
       Bruce Daugherty               Bernie Slate 
            Gary Frank                  Joel Walentuk       

 

 
Maribeth McFadden, Secretary 

email: reception@stmarysclayton.org 
Mailing Address: 521 James Street, Clayton, NY 13624 

Office H  Mon-Thurs   9am-4pm 

 
St. Mary’s: Jennifer Barton 315-686-2638 

email: religioused@stmarysclayton.org 
St. Cyril’s: Trina Henry 315-482-2252 

email: thenry2252@gmail.com 
 

Buildings/Grounds & Cemeteries, Jason Montondo 
Call the Parish Office  315-686-3398 

 

Websites: 
www.stmarysclayton.org         www.stcyrils.org 

Welcome to St. Mary’s Church, Clayton              

& the Catholic Community of  Alexandria, Alexandria Bay 

 

December 19, 2021 



Catholic Community of Alexandria, Alexandria Bay—Redwood 

Weekly Giving 
Because of an early bulletin deadline, giv-

ing amounts will appear in the next bulletin. 
Thank you for your continued support of St. 
Mary’s and the Catholic Community of Alex-
andria.  

 

Consider electronic giving—no more for-
getting your envelopes or searching for a do-
nation for the basket. For more information, 
contact the parish office. To sign up to give to 
St. Mary’s, visit www.stmarysclayton.org, go 
to the Worship tab and click on “Please donate 
online here”. To sign up to give to the Catholic 
Community of Alexandria, go to 
www.stcyrils.org and click on the blue Donate 
box. Your support is greatly appreciated. 

Mass Schedule: 
 

SATURDAY, December 18, Anticipated Vigil 
4:00 (SM) Leonard O’Brien by Denny & Robin Sisler 
5:30 (SC) Thomas Bradley by DeVerde O’Connor 
 

SUNDAY, December 19, Fourth Sunday of Advent 
9:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
10:30 (SC) Joseph Ojiba by his wife, Carol 
     

MONDAY, December 20 
8:00 (SC) Carmella Folino by Kathy & Tony Folino 
9:00 (SM) David Brabant by his family 
 

TUESDAY, December 21 
8:00 (SC) Robert Graves by Mike & Barb Bresnehan 
9:00 (SM) George Leavery by Victor Leavery  
  

WEDNESDAY, December 22 
8:00 (SC) Neil Spence by Dc. Bernie Slate 
9:00 (SM) Danny Melanson by Paul & Mary Luck 
 

THURSDAY, December 23 
8:00 (SC) James Pickard by his wife, Ann Marie 
9:00 (SM) Veronica Bogenschutz by Dianne Leavery  
 

FRIDAY, December 24, Christmas Eve 
5:00 (SC) Members of Our Parish Family 
5:00 (SM) All Souls 

 

SATURDAY, December 25, Christmas 
10:00 (SM) Faithful Departed 
10:00 (SC) People of the Parishes 
 

SUNDAY, December 26, Holy Family 
9:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
10:30 (SC) Pamela Shepherd by John & Toni Howard 

2021 Donations: Tax rules require that dona-
tions to your parish for 2021 be received by 
December 31. Donations received January 1 or 
after will be applied to the 2022 tax year. Let-
ters acknowledging your 2021 donations will 
be mailed by January 31 by bulk mail. Bulk 
mail is not forwarded to your winter address. 

 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp at St. Mary’s  
is in Loving Memory of 

Miriam Bowes  
by George & family 

December 19, Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

The Lord Calls: “It is by God's will that we 
have been sanctified.” How is God calling you 
to grow in holiness? If He may be inviting you 
to the priesthood, diaconate, or consecrated 
life,  talk to Fr. Art LaBaff, or Fr. Chris Carrara 
at ccarrara@rcdony.org / 315-393-2920, or 
Sister Mary Eamon Lyng at 
elyng@rcdony.org / 315-393-2920, ext. 1345.   

2021 Bishops Fund Appeal 
 

The Bishop’s Fund Appeal continues. Please 
prayerfully consider supporting the many good 
works of the Diocese. Thank you in advance 
for your support. Use the response envelope at  
the church entrances or to make your Bishop’s 
Fund gift online, visit  www.rcdony.org and 
click on the secure “Bishop’s Fund Appeal” 
link. 
 

Catholic Community of Alexandria: 
  Goal:                       $14,687.00      108 donors 
  Given to Date:       $14,701.00        77 donors 
 

St. Mary’s:                
  Goal:                      $24,831.00      199 donors 
  Given to Date:       $20,159.21      124 donors 

  

Congratulations to the Catholic Community 
of Alexandria for surpassing their goal! 

 

2022 Calendars are available at the entrances 
of St. Cyril’s Church, thoughtfully provided to 
you by Costello Funeral Service. 



December 19, 2021 St. Mary’s Church, Clayton, NY 

Deacon’s Corner                                                                                                 by Dc. Bernie Slate 
 

This weekend I reflect on the first and second commandments. 
Love of God and love of neighbor is the core of Christian faith, but it is not unique to Christi-

anity. Both the directive to love God above all else and the command to love your neighbor as 
yourself were drawn from Hebrew Scripture. Jesus did not invent these two statements. The nov-
elty of Jesus’ interpretation was combining these two commandments together as being central to 
the Jewish law. 

The first commandment Jesus refers to is drawn from the book of Deuteronomy. It begins by 
establishing primacy of God. The Jewish Law was clear that the God who revealed God’s self to 
Moses in the burning bush was the same God who spoke to Abraham and created the heavens and 
the earth. 

The second commandment Jesus refers to, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself”, comes 
from the book of Leviticus. The Levitical author and Jesus’ interpretation both have a presupposi-
tion that people have a healthy love of self. People with a healthy sense of self-love, according to 
Scripture, should love others the way that they would expect to be treated with respect and love. 
People with a healthy sense of self-love, according to Scripture, should love others the way that 
they would expect to be treated. 

We can simply turn on the news and witness the painful aftermath of people who have a dis-
torted understanding of self-love. The world would look completely different if every person 
viewed themselves as a child of God, and in turn treated others like they were God’s children. 
The church must help cultivate the Gospel of love, whose followers would lay their lives down 
for the sake of their neighbor causing harm to another. 

It was not guilt or a sense of duty that led Jesus to Calvary. It was an expression of his over-
whelming love for God and God’s people. The religious leaders of Jesus’ time forgot the im-
portance of loving their neighbor and conspired against Jesus to have him killed because he was 
perceived as a threat to their way of life. 

It is no secret that we are not yet living in this perfect world. We mourn. We cry. We feel pain. 
And sometimes, our relationships die. Knowing we cannot bring about the kingdom on our own, 
Jesus calls us to embrace God’s abundant grace, to receive the possibilities of the coming king-
dom like a child—eager, energized, full of wonder and awe. 

Our lives will no doubt continue to unfold under the shadow of the cross for the foreseeable fu-
ture. As we navigate the difficulties of today—especially any rational challenges, may we lean on 
the hope of Jesus for the coming of God’s perfect kingdom. 

May the Peace and Joy of the Holy Family be with you and those you hold dear this Christmas 
and throughout the New Year 2022! God Bless! 

From the Parish Life Coordinator: 
 

Often, we try to anticipate too much. We let our own worldliness get in the way of our re-
lationship with the Lord through Christ. Enjoy the fun of Christmas, but know that for all of 
its fun and merriment, it is only a pale reminder of the true joy and fulfillment given us in the 
wonderful, awesome gift of Jesus Christ. 

Christmas Collection: The Diocese of Ogdensburg’s Retirement Plan for Priests has long been 
supported by a percentage of parish contributions from its annual Christmas collection. This 
Christmas the diocese requests contribution of 75% of the Christmas collection to support the 
Plan, with the parish keeping the balance. Currently 40 retired priests, and 12 active priests age 70 
and older are expected to receive pension benefits of $1,020,000 in 2021-22. Also 100% of the 
cost of health insurance premiums for retired priests, estimated at $250,000 this fiscal year is paid 
by the Plan. Your generous contribution not only supports current retirees but will help provide 
for the retirement needs of priests who will retire in the future. Say thank you to your pastor and 
all priests of the diocese through a generous contribution to our Christmas Collection. 



Music Ministry Notes:  

 

St. Mary’s, Clayton 

The biblical text immediately following 
today's gospel reading is referred to as 
"Mary's Song of Praise", and is outlined in 
our communion hymn, "Holy is His 
Name".  I hope this musical continuation of 
today's scripture helps you to reflect, and 
spiritually prepare for the celebration of 
Christ's coming. "My soul proclaims the 
greatness of the Lord!" 

As we prepare for our Christmas Masses, 
please try to observe a meditative and 
prayerful environment 30 minutes prior to 
Mass. Our Christmas choir has prepared 
some lovely and diverse prelude music to 
enhance our Christmas liturgy, and we are 
very excited to share it with you! If you are 
interested in joining the choir, contact Corrine 
Willis at corrinefwillis@gmail.com or 315-221
-3689. 
 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay  
The St. Cyril's Choir gathers at 9:45 for 

practice before 10:30 Mass. We love new 
members. We also will be creating a Children's 
Choir in addition to our Adult Choir for the 
Christmas Holidays. For questions, contact 
Becky Rose  at becky.a.rose@gmail.com or 
315-778-8419. 

Stay Safe, Stay Well. Cold and flu season is 
here, along with the current Covid pandemic. 
Here are a few reminders about attending 
Mass or any parish gathering. 
 

• If you have any symptoms of illness such as 
head or body aches, cough, sinus, fever, or 
may have been exposed to someone who is ill, 
please stay home. The Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church #2181 reminds us that “illness” is 
one of the serious reasons for which participa-
tion in Mass can be excused.  
 

• The unvaccinated are required to wear 
masks, but all are welcome to. 
 

• Distancing is encouraged. Masks should be 
worn when not able to distance. 
 

• Hand sanitizers and face masks are available 
at the entrances of the churches. 

 

Still have last minute gifts to buy?  
Check our sponsors found on the 
back of this bulletin. 

mailto:corrinefwillis@gmail.com
mailto:becky.a.rose@gmail.com


The Light Is On For You 
Celebration of the Sacrament of Penance 

 

Sunday, December 19 
 

1pm at St. Mary’s, Clayton 
3pm at St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 

 

Holy Hour, Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, the Rosary, and opportunity for confes-
sions.  
 

Regular Confession Times: 
3-3:30pm every Saturday at St. Mary’s 

After 5:30pm Saturday Mass at St. Cyril’s 
or by appointment 

 

Plan to make confession a part of your Advent. 

 Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24 
5pm at St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 

5pm at St. Mary’s, Clayton 
 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25 
10am at St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 

10am at St. Mary’s, Clayton 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

December 26 Weekend Masses  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

Feast of Mary, Mother of God 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -    

January 2 Weekend Masses 

St. Cyril’s 
No Anticipated Mass 

10:30am Sunday, Dec 26 

St. Mary’s 
No Anticipated Mass 
9am Sunday, Dec. 26 

St. Cyril’s 
5pm Friday, Dec 31 

10am Saturday, Jan 1 

St. Mary’s 
4pm Friday, Dec 31 

 

St. Cyril’s 
No Anticipated Mass 

10:30am Sunday, Jan 2 

St. Mary’s 
4pm Saturday, Jan 1 
9am Sunday, Jan 2 

Religious Ed News 
 

St. Mary’s: Classes will resume on January 9. 
 

St. Cyril’s: Meeting after Mass on Sunday, 
January 9 to review and hand out next lessons. 
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