
         February 20, 2022            7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church;  

No matter what your current family or marital situation;  

No matter what your past or present religious affiliation; 

No matter what your own personal history, age, background, race, or color;  

No matter what your own self-image or esteem;  

You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected  

at St. Mary’s, St. Cyril’s, and St. Francis Xavier Catholic Churches. 

Weekend Masses 
 

St. Mary’s, Clayton  
Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  

 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 
Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.  

 

St. Francis Xavier, Redwood 
Memorial Day - Columbus Day 

Weekday & Holy Day Masses 
 

See page 2 or call the Parish Office 
 

3:00–3:30pm Saturdays at St. Mary’s 
Saturdays after 5:30pm Mass at St. Cyril’s 

and by appointment                
 

First Friday Holy Hour 
after 9:00 a.m. Mass on the first  

Friday of the month at St. Mary’s 
 

Prayer Line 
315-686-3970 or smsjprayerline@gmail.com 

 

Deacon Neil Fuller  
Pastoral Life Coordinator 

Phone: 315-405-6910 
email: pastoralassociate@stmarysclayton.org 

 

Rev. Arthur J. LaBaff 
Sacramental Minister  

St. Mary’s Rectory:  315-686-3398 
 

Rev. Douglas G. Comstock 
Pastor Emeritus 

St. Cyril’s Rectory: 315-482-2670 
 

Deacon  
       Bruce Daugherty               Bernie Slate 
            Gary Frank                  Joel Walentuk       

 

 
Maribeth McFadden, Secretary 

email: reception@stmarysclayton.org 
Mailing Address: 521 James Street, Clayton, NY 13624 

Office H  Mon-Thurs   9am-4pm 

 
St. Mary’s: Jennifer Barton 315-686-2638 

email: religioused@stmarysclayton.org 
St. Cyril’s: Trina Henry 315-482-2252 

email: thenry2252@gmail.com 
 

Buildings/Grounds & Cemeteries, Jason Montondo 
Call the Parish Office  315-686-3398 

 

Websites: 
www.stmarysclayton.org         www.stcyrils.org 

Welcome to St. Mary’s Church, Clayton              

& the Catholic Community of  Alexandria, Alexandria Bay 

 

St. Mary’s, Clayton 

 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 



Catholic Community of Alexandria, Alexandria Bay—Redwood 

Mass Schedule: 
 
 

SATURDAY, February 19, Anticipated Vigil 
4:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
5:30 (SC) Mary & Lewis Burtch by their daughter, 
Ann Spaziani 
 

SUNDAY, February 20, 7th Sunday Ordinary Time 
9:00 (SM) Frederick Amore by Dc. Neil & Dee Fuller 
10:30 (SC) John Durand by Mike & Suzzie Bogart 
 

MONDAY, February 21 
8:00 (SC) Jayne & Maurice Simpson by the estate of 
Marie Clickner  
9:00 (SM) Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
 

TUESDAY, February 22 
8:00 (SC) Harold George by the estate of Emma 
George 
9:00 (SM) Veronica Bogenschutz by Harv & Sherry 
Hurley 
  

WEDNESDAY, February 23 
8:00 (SC) James Picard by his wife, Ann Marie  
9:00 (SM) Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
 

THURSDAY, February 24 
8:00 (SC) George & Frank Bolus by their family  
9:00 (SM)  Doris Cantwell by John & Catherine 
Heaslip 
 

FRIDAY, February 25 
8:00 (SC) Faithful Departed 
9:00 (SM) Intentions of John & Bev Murray by Joyce 
& Irene 

 

SATURDAY, February 26, Anticipated Vigil 
4:00 (SM) Veronica Bogenschutz by Harv & Sherry 
Hurley 
5:30 (SC) Tom Bradley by Peg & Dan Wallo 
 

SUNDAY, February 27, 8th Sunday Ordinary Time 
9:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
10:30 (SC) Anna Misher by the Matthews family 

Weekly Giving  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Please consider electronic giving...a safe and 
consistent way to support your parish.  
Sign up at www.stmarysclayton.org or 

www.stcyrils.org or contact the parish office. 

St. Mary’s        This Year           Last Year 
Envelopes      $   1,538.00         $  1,925.00 
Plate               $      212.00         $  1,425.00 
Fuel                $      195.00         $     119.00 

February 20, 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

The Lord Calls: “I give you a new command-
ment says the Lord: love one another as I have 
loved you.” Are you being called to strengthen 
His body through a vocation to the priesthood, 
diaconate, or the consecrated life? Contact Fr. 
Art LaBaff, Fr. Chris Carrara at ccarra-
ra@rcdony.org / 315-393-2920, or Sister Mary 
Eamon Lyng at elyng@rcdony.org / 315-393-
2920, ext. 1345.   

Alexandria         This Year         Last Year 
 

Envelopes         $   1,145.00      $ 1,537.00 
Plate                          118.00      $    213.00 
Electronic                  455.00      $    378.33 
Total                 $   1,718.00       
 

Fuel                   $     200.00        Fuel Goal 
Fuel to Date     $ 19,241.65      $19,357.00 
 

Memorial Donation    $      255.00 
Tower                           $        55.00 
Religious Retirement  $        10.00 The month of February is traditionally dedi-

cated to the Holy Family. Between the events 
which marked Christmas and the beginning of 
Christ's public life the Church has seen fit to 
recall the example of the Holy Family for the 
emulation of the Christian family.   

On Ash Wednesday, March 2, we will take up 
the Collection for the Church in Central and 
Eastern Europe. This collection supports the 
Church in more than 25 countries that still 
struggle to recover from former communist 
rule. Funds from this collection support pasto-
ral care, catechesis, renovations, and seminary 
formation. Your support restores the Church 
and builds the future in this region. Please 
prayerfully consider how you can support the 
collection next week. More information can be 
found at www.usccb.org/ccee. 

St. Mary’s Parish office will be closed Mon-
day, February 21 in observance of Presidents’ 
Day. 



February 20, 2022 St. Mary’s Church, Clayton, NY 

Deacon’s Corner          by Dc. Gary Frank 
 

The Gospel this week can have any of us 
struggling to fully comprehend what in the 
world we need to do to redeem ourselves in or-
der to even begin to live the gospel, much less 
work our way in Heaven, and I include myself, 
positioned at the front of the line on that, so lets 
give it a try. 

There is a lot of conflict in our world today. 
When we think of enemies, our mind goes to 
other countries around the world looking to at-
tack us with weapons such as terrorists. But the 
concept of enemies goes much farther than that. 

We hear about the culture wars. Those people 
who are on the opposite sides of an issue that 
don’t agree with us, who want to win so badly 
they attack us with words, and by using facts 
selectively. This is another example of an ene-
my. 

But enemies can also be closer to us than 
that. An enemy can be someone who gossips 
about us or makes fun of us. The enemy can be 
a former friend who has betrayed us. And these 
enemies can be the ones who hurt us the most 
because they are so close. 

The command to “love your enemies” seems 
almost impossible. Especially when we are 
around our enemies, our hearts can become hard 
because we don’t want to be hurt again. We 
may even become vengeful because we want 
the people who hurt us to feel the same pain 
they caused us. 

The change of heart Jesus calls us to is not 
easy. But he reminds us that we are in need of 
mercy and forgiveness. Our hardened hearts 
need to become open and loving hearts. Our 
vengeful hearts need to become forgiving 
hearts. 

God loves us all. Jesus died for all of us, in-
cluding those who wounded us! That is why he 
asks you and I to love our enemies. God is gath-
ering all of us to Him, not just the people WE 
love.  

There is NO ONE whom God will not for-
give. 

(Adapted from an article in Young Catholic) 

Thank you to our bulletin sponsors found on 
the back of this bulletin...Remember to shop 
with them first! Tell them you saw their ad on 
our bulletin. 

From the Parish Life Coordinator: 
 

With all humility we must admit and rec-
ognize our own weaknesses and sinful ways. 
In spite of our unworthiness, God loves us 
and will continue to love us. He is merciful 
and He does all things good for us even dur-
ing times when we fail Him.  

Because we ourselves know that the prin-
ciples of behavior are challenging, we can 
now become understanding of others. When 
they too fall, we are called to help and lift 
them up instead of judging them. Just as God 
is ever ready to forgive our shortcomings, we 
must also be ready to forgive others.   

Covid Protocol Update 
 

Effective February 11, masks are no long-
er required to attend Mass or visit the parish 
office. All are welcome to wear masks and 
social distance if that is their preference.  

All those attending Religious Ed—
students, catechists, and parents—regardless 
of vaccination status, must wear a mask and 
social distance per CDC guidelines. 

Hand sanitizers will remain available at 
building entrances for your use. 

Thank you for your continued cooperation 
in following guidelines established for the 
safety of all. 

Parish Mission Retreat at St. James 
Church, Gouverneur. March 6-8 at 7pm. Fr. 
Fran Pompei, OFM will lead the retreat. This 
retreat is not just for Catholics, but for every-
one searching for answers to fear, evil, life, 
suffering, doubt, death, and your resurrec-
tion. For more info, contact St. James parish 
office or 315-287-0114 or sjcshe@twc.com. 

2022 Diocesan Youth Rally: “In His 
House—All Are Welcome”. On April 2nd 
from 11am-5pm at High Peaks Resort, Lake 
Placid. It will be a day filled with faith, 
friendship, and fun with a closing Mass led 
by Bishop LaValley. There is a nominal fee 
of $35 per youth and registration is required 
to attend. Visit www.rcdony.org/youth/rally 
or contact Tom Semeraro at 315-393-2920 
ext. 1415. 



St. Mary’s Booster Club: Winners of the 
tenth weekly drawing on February 11 are Jim 
Pike, Todd Cerow, and Terry Ierlan. $100 win-
ners are Sandy Marr, Joan Terrillion, and Bob 
Heckmann. Thank you to all who supported 
this Booster Club. Tickets for the next Booster 
Club will be available soon. To join, volunteer, 
or for questions, contact Donna (778-8672), 
Tim (778-2484), or the parish office.          

LENTEN  REGULATIONS  2022 
March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, which marks 

the beginning of the Season of Lent. 
 

ABSTINENCE: All Catholics who have 
reached their 14th birthday are bound to ab-
stain totally from meat on the following days:  
Ash Wednesday, Fridays of Lent, and Good 
Friday, with the exception of the Solemnity of 
the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
(March 25) which falls on a Friday of Lent.  
Abstinence from meat is not required on so-
lemnities according to Canon 1251.  
  
FASTING: All Catholics between the ages of 
18 and 59 are bound also to observe the Law 
of Fast on the following days: Ash Wednes-
day (March 2) and Good Friday (April 15).  
Fasting, that is, eating less, involves limiting 
oneself to a single full meal and avoiding food 
between meals. Lighter nourishment may be 
taken on two other occasions in the course of 
the day.   
 

PRAYER AND PENANCE: The entire sea-
son of Lent should be observed in a spirit of 
prayer and penance. Spending extra time in 
prayer or Bible study, attending daily Mass, 
voluntary sacrifice and self-denial, combined 
with works of charity and service to others, are 
all excellent ways to obey the Lord's command 
to reform our lives and to prepare for the joy-
ful celebration of Easter.   
 

EASTER DUTY: All Catholics who have 
reached the age of reason must confess their 
serious sins in the Sacrament of Penance at 
least once a year.  They must also receive Ho-
ly Communion at least once each year between 
the First Sunday of Lent (March 6) and 
Trinity Sunday (June 12). 
 

OBLIGATION: All Christ’s faithful are 
obliged by divine law to do penance.  The 
days set aside for fast and abstinence in Lent 
are special ways of doing penance and are an 
expression of unity for all the Church.  



Religious Ed News 
  

St. Mary’s, Clayton 
Jenny Barton  315-686-2638 

e-mail: religioused@stmarysclayton.org 
 

No Religious Ed for a couple weeks. Enjoy 
your break! Congratulations to the following 
children who recently celebrated the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation. There is nothing quite 
as precious as witnessing the butterflies be-
forehand to seeing the children filled with 
God's Grace and Peace when they walk out of 
the Reconciliation room.  
 

      Landon Davis             Leighton Frederick 
    Addison Johnson           Madison Johnson 
  Melodie McMullen           Trina Robbins 
    Nolan Timerman             Aiden Trickey 
 

Catholic Community of Alexandria 
Trina Henry 315-482-2252 

e-mail: thenry2252@gmail.com 
 

We will meet next after Mass on Sunday, 
March 6. If you have any questions or con-
cerns, don’t hesitate to call or email me.  

Music Ministry Notes:  

 

St. Mary’s, Clayton 
Today's gospel is one of the most difficult 

to consistently apply to daily life. Loving 
your enemies, lending money to those who 
will not repay you, and resisting the urge to 
judge are just a few of the actions Christ 
suggests to us. As this gospel can prove dif-
ficult to take to heart each day, the hymn 
"Christians Let Us Love One Another" can 
hopefully provide inspiration with its refrain: 
"Everyone who loves is born of God. Jesus is 
our life, God is love." 

St. Mary’s Easter choir will begin our reg-
ular 10am rehearsal schedule starting on 
February 27th. If you are interested in joining 
the choir, contact Corrine Willis at corrinefwil-
lis@gmail.com or 315-221-3689. 
 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay  
The St. Cyril's Choir gathers at 9:45 for 

practice before 10:30 Mass. We love new 
members. For questions, contact Becky Rose  
at becky.a.rose@gmail.com or 315-778-8419. 

18 Days after conception a baby’s heart be-
gins to beat. Some think it is a blob of tissue to 
be discarded, but in reality it is a life.  

"A nation that kills its own children is a na-
tion without hope."  - Pope John Paul II.  

mailto:corrinefwillis@gmail.com
mailto:corrinefwillis@gmail.com
mailto:becky.a.rose@gmail.com

