
         February 27, 2022            8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church;  

No matter what your current family or marital situation;  

No matter what your past or present religious affiliation; 

No matter what your own personal history, age, background, race, or color;  

No matter what your own self-image or esteem;  

You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected  

at St. Mary’s, St. Cyril’s, and St. Francis Xavier Catholic Churches. 

Weekend Masses 
 

St. Mary’s, Clayton  
Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  

 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 
Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.  

 

St. Francis Xavier, Redwood 
Memorial Day - Columbus Day 

Weekday & Holy Day Masses 
 

See page 2 or call the Parish Office 
 

3:00–3:30pm Saturdays at St. Mary’s 
Saturdays after 5:30pm Mass at St. Cyril’s 

and by appointment                
 

First Friday Holy Hour 
after 9:00 a.m. Mass on the first  

Friday of the month at St. Mary’s 
 

Prayer Line 
315-686-3970 or smsjprayerline@gmail.com 

 

Deacon Neil Fuller  
Pastoral Life Coordinator 

Phone: 315-405-6910 
email: pastoralassociate@stmarysclayton.org 

 

Rev. Arthur J. LaBaff 
Sacramental Minister  

St. Mary’s Rectory:  315-686-3398 
 

Rev. Douglas G. Comstock 
Pastor Emeritus 

St. Cyril’s Rectory: 315-482-2670 
 

Deacon  
       Bruce Daugherty               Bernie Slate 
            Gary Frank                  Joel Walentuk       

 

 
Maribeth McFadden, Secretary 

email: reception@stmarysclayton.org 
Mailing Address: 521 James Street, Clayton, NY 13624 

Office H  Mon-Thurs   9am-4pm 

 
St. Mary’s: Jennifer Barton 315-686-2638 

email: religioused@stmarysclayton.org 
St. Cyril’s: Trina Henry 315-482-2252 

email: thenry2252@gmail.com 
 

Buildings/Grounds & Cemeteries, Jason Montondo 
Call the Parish Office  315-686-3398 

 

Websites: 
www.stmarysclayton.org         www.stcyrils.org 

Welcome to St. Mary’s Church, Clayton              

& the Catholic Community of  Alexandria, Alexandria Bay 

 

St. Mary’s, Clayton 

 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 



Catholic Community of Alexandria, Alexandria Bay—Redwood 

Mass Schedule: 
 
 
 

SATURDAY, February 26, Anticipated Vigil 
4:00 (SM) Veronica Bogenschutz by Harv & Sherry 
Hurley 
5:30 (SC) Tom Bradley by Peg & Dan Wallo 
 

SUNDAY, February 27, 8th Sunday Ordinary Time 
9:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
10:30 (SC) Anna Misher by the Matthews family 
 

MONDAY, February 28 
8:00 (SC) Maurice & Helen Jones  
9:00 (SM) Hilda Fuller by St. Mary’s & St. John’s Par-
ish Councils and staff 
 

TUESDAY, March 1 
8:00 (SC) James Haney by Dc. Bernie Slate 
9:00 (SM) Mary Birx by Paul & Mary Luck 
  

ASH WEDNESDAY, March 2 
10:00 (SC) Neil Spence by Leo Sourwine  
5:15 (SC)Richard Kudis by Peg & Dan Wallo 
5:30 (SM) Peyton Morse by Toni & Barry Kukowski 
 

THURSDAY, March 3 
9:00 (SM)  Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
5:15 (SC) Mr. & Mrs. Donald Watson by the Estate of 
Emma George  
 

FRIDAY, March 4 
8:00 (SC) James Pickard by his wife, Ann Marie 
9:00 (SM) Gerald Bristol by Tom Sourwine 

 

SATURDAY, March 5, Anticipated Vigil 
4:00 (SM) Mary Flynn by Paul & Debbie Moran 
5:30 (SC) John Durand by Dc. Bernie Slate 
 

SUNDAY, March 6, 1st Sunday of Lent 
9:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
10:30 (SC) Neil Spence by Susan Merihew & Mi-

chael Walentuk 

Weekly Giving  

Thank you for your continued support. 

St. Mary’s        This Year           Last Year 
Envelopes      $      692.00         $  1,925.00 
Plate               $      331.00         $  1,425.00 
Fuel                $          1.00         $     119.00 
Eastern Europe  $    10.00 

 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp at St. Mary’s  
is in Loving Memory of 

Lewis Sr, Julia, Timothy, & Steven Bevens 
& Vaughn Shampine 

by their family 

February 27, 8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

The Lord Calls: “Shine like lights in the 
world as you hold on to the word of life.” Are 
you called to belong to Christ alone as a priest, 
deacon, or through the consecrated life? Con-
tact Fr. Art LaBaff, Fr. Chris Carrara at ccarra-
ra@rcdony.org / 315-393-2920, or Sister Mary 
Eamon Lyng at elyng@rcdony.org / 315-393-
2920, ext. 1345.   

Alexandria         This Year         Last Year 
 

Envelopes         $      974.00      $ 1,686.00 
Plate                          814.00      $    150.00 
Electronic                  385.00      $    253.59 
Total                 $   2,173.00       
 

Fuel                   $       40.00        Fuel Goal 
Fuel to Date     $ 19,281.65      $26,357.00 
 

Memorial Donation    $      100.00 
Tower                           $        20.00 
Religious Retirement  $        10.00 

From the Parish Life Coordinator: 
 

No one is really without fault. That is why, 
Jesus is teaching us to forget others’ faults in 
the meantime so that we can focus on correct-
ing our own. When we try to correct others 
without first correcting ourselves, we end up 
sounding as hypocrites and nobody will be-
lieve us. The message is to look at others not 
with critical eyes but with a merciful and for-
giving heart. 

Cemetery Lots: The cost of a grave in the St. 
Francis Xavier Cemetery in Redwood and St. 
Cyril’s Cemetery in Alexandria Bay will be 
increased to $700 beginning June 1, 2022. The 
current price is $600 and will be honored until 
that time. If you would like to purchase lots in 
either cemetery, please contact Deacon Neil 
Fuller at 315-405-6910 or pastoralassoci-
ate@stmarysclayton.org. 



February 27, 2022 St. Mary’s Church, Clayton, NY 

Deacon’s Corner      by Dc. Bernie Slate 
 

We don’t hear much about Jesus’ youth and 
infancy in the gospels after the events sur-
rounding his birth. In fact, except for a small 
bit from Luke, we really don’t hear much at 
all. It is left to our prayerful imagination to fill 
in the details and to think about what it was 
like for Mary and Joseph to raise Jesus. They 
probably thought he would stay in Nazareth, 
become a carpenter like Joseph, maybe marry 
and have kids of his own. Hopefully he would 
take good care of them as they got older. 

I wonder when Mary and Joseph realized 
that Jesus was different. They certainly knew 
and remembered the prophecy that was given 
to them by the angel Gabriel, but I wonder 
how much that had actually sunk in. They 
could not have known all the details of what it 
meant for Jesus and for their family. We see 
in the gospel of Luke a twelve-year-old Jesus 
separated from his parents for three days! The 
panic that Mary and Joseph must have felt un-
til they find him in the temple with the teach-
ers and scribes. 

Jesus offers a mysterious response: “Did 
you not know that I must be in my Father’s 
house?” Mary and Joseph probably do not ful-
ly understand what Jesus just said to them, but 
they certainly understood that their son was 
different. Different from the other twelve-year
-olds who traveled with them in that caravan. 
Different from the son that they might have 
imagined as they rocked the infant Jesus to 
sleep. But we don’t hear anything else about 
the conversation among this Holy Family, so 
again, we must use our prayerful imagination. 
What was the conversation like among the 
three of them as they journeyed back home? 
Were they frustrated that something was hap-
pening inside their son that they could not un-
derstand? Did they remember back to the 
message of the angel Gabriel before Jesus’ 
birth? 

Despite the fact that we might not under-
stand all things, we know that God had a plan. 
God’s ways are not our ways, this is why we 
refer to Mary, Joseph, and Jesus as the Holy 
Family. God creates us uniquely and our dif-
ferences are what makes us holy. Our lives 
develop in mysterious ways. Let us cast aside 
our hopes and expectations and seek to live 
God’s will and remain open to where that will 
might take us. 

From the Bishop:   

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
In his Lenten Message this year, the Holy Father 

writes: “We need to pray because we need God.  
Thinking that we need nothing other than ourselves 
is a dangerous illusion…no one attains salvation 
alone…we are all in the same boat, amid the storms 
of history.” There can be no serious doubt in any-
one’s mind, we are now living in one such storm 
and it’s been a whopper! 

Let us all examine our prayer life as we enter 
Lent 2022. Prayer is our lifeline with Jesus. Daily, 
disciplined prayer fuels our faith and sustains our 
hope for tomorrow. Pope Francis tells us that “faith 
does not spare us life’s burdens and tribulations, 
but it does allow us to face them in union with God 
in Christ, with the great hope that does not disap-
point.”  

 This “great hope” to which the Pope refers is 
rooted in Jesus’ sacrificial love. St. Mother Teresa 
wrote that the Eucharist is intimately related to the 
Passion. She stated, “If Jesus had not established 
the Eucharist, we would have forgotten the cruci-
fixion. It would have faded into the past and we 
would have forgotten the depth and breadth of Je-
sus’ love for each one of us. To make sure we do 
not forget, Jesus gave us the Eucharist as a memo-
rial of His love.”  

The premier prayer of the Church is the Eucha-
rist. It is the identifying feature of Catholicism.  
Our parishes, our faith families, are schools of 
prayer that are centered around the Mass. As you 
know, we have begun an initiative, a Eucharistic 
Revival, to help us rediscover the beauty of the Eu-
charist and strengthen our belief in the Real Pres-
ence of Christ at Mass. 

 For many months (now years), the pandemic has 
adversely affected our Eucharistic worship. In 
many circumstances, our participation at Mass has 
waned. We risk “forgetting” the significance of the 
Eucharist. Please continue to encourage your fami-
ly members to return to the Eucharist to be nour-
ished with the sacramental food for the journey.  
Avail yourself of the opportunities your parish pro-
vides you to participate in our Eucharistic Revival 
efforts and special Lenten programs and devotions 
that will enhance our discipleship outside the walls 
of our churches. 

 Let us seek the intercession of Mary, Our Lady 
of Hope and Mother of the Eucharist, in our Lenten 
efforts to draw closer to Jesus and His Body, the 
Church. God’s blessings and prayers for a fruitful 
Lent for you and your loved ones! 



Religious Ed News 
  

St. Mary’s, Clayton 
Jenny Barton  315-686-2638 

e-mail: religioused@stmarysclayton.org 
 

No class this weekend. K-3 will meet on 
March 6 for classes. 
 

Catholic Community of Alexandria 
Trina Henry 315-482-2252 

e-mail: thenry2252@gmail.com 
 

We will meet next after Mass on Sunday, 
March 6. If you have any questions or con-
cerns, don’t hesitate to call or email me.  

Music Ministry Notes:  

 

St. Mary’s, Clayton 
"As the test of what the potter molds is in 

the furnace, so in tribulation is the test of the 
just."  This snippet from the first reading pro-
vides a very succinct reminder for us regarding 
our actions in moments of adversity.  Simply 
pausing, taking a breath, and praying for pa-
tience and perspective are some ways to better 
handle the moments in which we can, as Jesus 
instructs, "Remove the wooden beam from 
your eye first; then you will see clearly to re-
move the splinter in your brother’s eye." 

Our Easter choir will rehearse today at 
10am.  Folders are stuffed and ready to go 
for all singers, so please come pick one up 
even if you cannot stay to sing. If you are in-
terested in joining the choir, contact Corrine 
Willis at corrinefwillis@gmail.com or 315-221
-3689. 
 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay  
The St. Cyril's Choir gathers at 9:45 for 

practice before 10:30 Mass. We love new 
members. For questions, contact Becky Rose  
at becky.a.rose@gmail.com or 315-778-8419. 

"Fewer women would have abortions if wombs had 
windows." -Dr. Bernard Nathanson, former abortionist 
turned Pro-Life, in his book Aborting America 

Parish Mission Retreat at St. James Church, 
Gouverneur. March 6-8 at 7pm. Fr. Fran Pom-
pei, OFM will lead the retreat. This retreat is 
not just for Catholics, but for everyone search-
ing for answers to fear, evil, life, suffering, 
doubt, death, and your resurrection. For more 
info, contact St. James parish office or 315-
287-0114 or sjcshe@twc.com. 

mailto:corrinefwillis@gmail.com
mailto:becky.a.rose@gmail.com


St.  Mary’s Mass and Soup Suppers 
  

5:30 Mass at St. Mary’s, Clayton 
followed by Soup Supper 

  

All are invited and encouraged 
to attend. Take a mid-week 
break...attend Mass followed by 
the Soup Supper. Feed body and 
soul. 

Your help is needed to provide food or 
work. If you would like to help, please contact 
the person listed for the week. 
 

March 2—Parish Council, Maureen O’Connor 
March 9—Lay Ministry, Neil Fuller  

March 16—Knit for Kids, Dee Fuller 
March 23—Men’s Group, Scott Beeles 

March 30—Women’s Group, Jennifer Lucia 
April  6—K of C, Chris Woodley 

April 13—Religious Ed, Jenny Barton 

Stations of the Cross  
during Lent 

 

Thursdays after 5:15pm Mass  
at St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 

 
Friday at 7pm  

at St. Mary’s Church, Clayton 

The Ash Wednesday collection is for the 
Church in Central and Eastern Europe. This 
collection supports the Church in more than 25 
countries that still struggles to recover from 
former communist rule. Please be generous. 

Ash Wednesday, March 2nd, Masses 
 

at St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 
10am and 5:15pm 

 

at St. Mary’s, Clayton 
5:30pm followed by Soup Supper 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Daily Mass During Lent 

 

at St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 
Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays at 8am 

(except Ash Wednesday per above) 
Tuesdays & Thursdays at 5:15pm 

 

at St. Mary’s, Clayton 
Monday through Friday at 9am 


