
        September 11, 2022          24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church;  

No matter what your current family or marital situation;  

No matter what your past or present religious affiliation; 

No matter what your own personal history, age, background, race, or color;  

No matter what your own self-image or esteem;  

You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected  

at St. Mary’s, St. Cyril’s, and St. Francis Xavier Catholic Churches. 

Weekend Masses 
 

St. Mary’s, Clayton  
Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  

 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 
Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.  

 

St. Francis Xavier, Redwood 
Sundays at 8:00 a.m.  

 

Weekday & Holy Day Masses 
 

See page 2 or call the Parish Office 
 

3:00–3:30pm Saturdays at St. Mary’s 
Saturdays after 5:30pm Mass at St. Cyril’s 

and by appointment                
 

First Friday Holy Hour 
after 9:00 a.m. Mass on the first  

Friday of the month at St. Mary’s 
 

Prayer Line 
315-686-3970 or smsjprayerline@gmail.com 

Welcome to St. Mary’s Church, Clayton              

& the Catholic Community of  Alexandria, Alexandria Bay 

 

St. Mary’s, Clayton 

 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 

Phone: 315-686-3398 
Maribeth McFadden, Secretary 

email: reception@stmarysclayton.org 
Mailing Address: 521 James Street, Clayton, NY 13624 

Office H  Mon-Thurs   9am-4pm 

 
St. Mary’s: Jennifer Barton 315-686-2638 

email: religioused@stmarysclayton.org 
St. Cyril’s: Trina Henry 315-482-2252 

email: thenry2252@gmail.com 
 

Buildings/Grounds & Cemeteries, Jason Montondo 
Call the Parish Office  315-686-3398 

Deacon Neil Fuller  
Pastoral Life Coordinator 

Phone: 315-405-6910 
email: pastoralassociate@stmarysclayton.org 

 

Rev. Arthur J. LaBaff 
Sacramental Minister  

 

Rev. Douglas G. Comstock 
Pastor Emeritus 

 

Deacon  
       Bruce Daugherty               Bernie Slate 
            Gary Frank                  Joel Walentuk       

 

Websites: 
www.stmarysclayton.org    www.stcyrils.org 



Catholic Community of Alexandria, Alexandria Bay—Redwood 

 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp at St. Mary’s  
is in Loving Memory of 

Vaughn Shampine 
by Helen 

Weekly Giving 
Because of an early bulletin deadline, giving 

amounts will appear in the next bulletin. 
Thank you for your continued support of St. 
Mary’s Church and the Catholic Community 
of Alexandria.  

 

Consider electronic giving—no more for-
getting your envelopes or searching for a do-
nation for the basket. For more information, 
contact the parish office. To sign up to give to 
St. Mary’s, visit www.stmarysclayton.org, go 
to the Worship tab and click on “Please donate 
online here”. To sign up to give to the Catholic 
Community of Alexandria, go to 
www.stcyrils.org and click on the blue Donate 
box. Your support is greatly appreciated. 

Mass Schedule 

 
SATURDAY, September 10, Anticipated Vigil 
4:00 (SM) Martha Weaver by the family 
5:30 (SC) Joey Bolus by Bonnie Bolus 
 

SUNDAY, September 11, 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 (SFX) Belle Borland by Estate of Emma George 
9:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
9:30 (SC) Rosemary Joyce by Kelly Crosby 
     

MONDAY, September 12 
8:00 (SC) Danny Wong by Russ & Sue Pfister 
9:00 (SM) Jan Hanyak by Linda Scanlon 
 

TUESDAY, September 13 
8:00 (SC) Anthony C. Folino by Tony & Kathy Folino 
9:00 (SM) George Leavery by Dianne & family 
  

WEDNESDAY, September 14 
8:00 (SC) Theresa Hof by Bonnie & Gary 

Grausgruber 
9:00 (SM) Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
 

THURSDAY, September 15 
8:00 (SC) James Picard by his wife, Ann Marie 
9:00 (SM) Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
 

FRIDAY, September 16 
8:00 (SC) Richard Hof by Tony & Kathy Folino 
9:00 (SM) Miriam Bowes by Walt & Cathy Perry 

 

SATURDAY, September 17, Anticipated Vigil 
4:00 (SM) Jan Hanyak by John Holthaus & family 
5:30 (SC) Rosemary Joyce by Kelly Crosby 
 

SUNDAY, September 18, 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 (SFX) Harold George by the estate of Emma 

George 
9:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
9:30 (SC) Todd Pacific by Cindy & Bob Nelson 

FALL MASS SCHEDULE 2022 
September 10 to October 9 

 

Saturday s     St. Mary’s                 4:00pm 
                        St. Cyril’s                 5:30pm 
-------------------------------------------------------- 
Sundays        St. Francis Xavier    8:00am 
                         St. Mary’s                9:00am                       
                       St. Cyril’s                9:30am 

September 11, 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“This brother of yours was dead and has come 
to life.”  Do you want to bring others to life in 
Christ as a priest, deacon, religious sister, or 
brother? Contact Fr. Art LaBaff, Fr. Chris Car-
rara at ccarrara@rcdony.org / 315-393-2920, 
or Sister Mary Eamon Lyng at 
elyng@rcdony.org / 315-393-2920, ext. 1345.   

St. Mary’s Knit for Kids group 
meets on Thursdays after 9am 
Mass in the parish center. Knit for 
Kids makes hats, mittens, and blan-

kets for children in need in the US and around 
the world. For more information on Knit for 
Kids, contact Dee Fuller at 315-405-3054. 

St. Mary’s Booster Club: Winners of the 8th 
weekly drawing of September 2 are Emily 
Quethera, Richard Comins, and Diane Mori-
nigo. Tickets are still available. The dinner is 
Saturday, September 17. To join, volunteer, or 
for questions, contact Donna (778-8672), Tim 
(778-2484), or the parish office (686-3398).  

3:00–3:30pm Saturdays at St. Mary’s 
Saturdays 4:45-5:15 at St. Cyril’s  
and by appointment at either parish              
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September 11, 2022 St. Mary’s Church, Clayton, NY 

Music Ministry Notes:  

 

St. Mary’s, Clayton 
False gods.  Sin.  Greed.  The readings to-

day cover these three topics in attempts to con-
vey the mercy of the Lord.  While mercy is a 
desired attribute, the circumstances under 
which it is needed can be complicated; one 
cannot show mercy without first being con-
fronted with sin.  As the seasons change, the 
Mass times move back, and we shift into the 
Mass of Christ the Savior, let us remember that 
mercy is a response to change, and to rejoice 
in the presence of repentance. 

In preparation for the Blue Mass on Septem-
ber 25th, our choir will be rehearsing after 
Mass today from 10-11, and for the  next two 
weeks as well.  We hope to see you there! 

If you are interested in joining the choir, 
contact Corrine Willis at corrinefwil-
lis@gmail.com or 315-221-3689. 
 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 

The St. Cyril's Choir gathers at 8:45 for 
practice before 9:30 Mass. For questions, con-
tact Becky Rose  at 315-778-8419 or 
becky.a.rose@gmail.com. 

From the Parish Life Coordinator: 
 

This weekend marks the 21st anniversary of 
the terrorist attack at the World Trade Center. 
It was a day that horrified the American people 
that such an event could happen on our own 
soil. In spite of the tragedy, our people came 
together to help each other anyway they could. 
Millions of people volunteered to help clean 
up, to give blood, to offer medical care, to con-
sole those who lost loved ones. The American 
people are always brave in the face of tragedy. 
The churches across our vast nation were over-
flowing with people praying for each other and 
for an end of violence. The worst of times 
brings out the best in people. Certainly, our 
faith was evident but our way of life changed 
forever. 

Although church attendance surged for a 
time, it has since fallen off. Churches all 
across our nation report the lowest attendance 
in U.S. history even though we have so many 
people who need our prayers and so much to 
be grateful for.  

It’s time to come back to Church. It’s time 
to give thanks for all the good in our lives. It’s 
time to give thanks for the overturn of  Roe vs. 
Wade, for our clergy, for our neighbors, for 
our families, for our freedoms, and for all who 
have defended our freedoms.                

I ask all of you, please reach out to family 
and friends who no longer go to church. It will 
be the greatest gift you can ever give. 

Catholic response to the pro-choice objection 
of “No one should be forced to have a child.” 
In our culture, we have changed our under-
standing of the purpose of human sexuality. 
Today, we understand sexuality almost solely 
from the viewpoint of personal fulfillment, alt-
hough we know that sex is regularly misused 
to exploit others. Engaging in sexual inter-
course is ordered intrinsically toward procrea-
tion and the raising of children. Because it is 
so foreign to the mainstream way of thinking, 
this is a hard truth to accept for many people; 
however, it is a vitally necessary one to reorder 
the many distortions of sexuality and point us 
back to reality. 

The Bishop’s Fund Appeal: In the coming 
week, you will receive a letter and brochure 
from Bishop LaValley asking you to join him 
in supporting the 2022 Bishop’s Fund Appeal. 
Next weekend we will have “Commitment 
Weekend” for the Appeal in our parish. Please 
remember—every gift makes a difference—
every gift counts. Any gifts received after the 
Appeal reaches its goal will be used to further 
supplement the Bishop’s Good Samaritan 
Fund which assists families in need in our 
community and throughout the Diocese. You 
are invited to bring your gift next weekend for 
Commitment Weekend and place it in the col-
lection basket or return it to Bishop LaValley 
in the envelope provided. Online giving is also 
available at www.rcdony.org/giving/donate-
now-bishop-s-fund. Thank you once again for 
your generosity and support.  

Job Opportunity: St. Mary’s is looking to 
hire  a cleaning person for the rectory. Approx-
imately 5 hours per week. For more 
information or to apply, please contact 
the parish office at 521 James Street, 
Clayton or phone 315-686-3398. 
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Reflections on September                by Judy Pearson 
  

The goldenrod is yellow; 
The corn is turning brown; 
The trees in apple orchards 

With fruit are bending down… 
 

The summer is beginning to wind down. The days 
getting shorter, the evenings cooler. We have already 
celebrated Labor Day, marking the end of summer. For 
many, the onset of the “September Blues” occurs…the 
feeling of sadness when the summer is over and school 
is now in session. 

Yet, September is cited as one of the most awesome 
months: it is the Harvest Month with fruits/vegetables 
at their peak; leaves beginning to change color; the 
weather still lovely and warm; and a full Harvest Moon 
on September 10.  

The month, dedicated to the Seven Sorrows of 
Mary, also has 30 liturgical feasts, including Nativity 
of the BVM (8th); Exaltation of the Cross (14th); and 
the Feast of Archangels Michael, Gabriel & Raphael 
(29th).   

Sadly, one of the most recognized September days 
is a very somber and tragic one. On the bright, full 
morning of September 11, 2001, two hijacked airliners 
crashed into the twin towers of the World Trade Cen-
ter. Firefighters rushed into the burning buildings, ac-
companied by their chaplain, Fr. Mychal Judge, a 
Franciscan.   

There were nearly 3,000 fatalities that day in three 
areas. Fr. Judge would be among them. The story of 
his life and his sacrifices would become known around 
the world…his reputation for his ministry among the 
poor, homeless, alcoholics, and victims of AIDS and 
his outreach to the Gay community; as well as his own 
struggles with alcohol. He was listed as the first certi-
fied casualty of 9/11 because his body was the first to 
be carried out from the burning buildings. A photo-
graph of his fellow firemen carrying his body from the 
wreckage to a neighboring church became an icon of 
that day…an image of loving service and sacrifice.   

Fr. Mychal Judge was canonized a Saint of the Or-
thodox Catholic Church of America on July 27, 2002 
with growing support for canonization in the Roman 
Catholic Church. Many already refer to him as a saint. 
Pope Francis paved the way for Fr. Judge to be consid-
ered for canonization when he added a new possible 
pathway to sainthood in 2017. The pope issued 
a motu propio on July 11 entitled “Maiorem hac dilec-
tionem.” 

“On The Offer Of Life” is a new cause for the beat-
ification and canonization procedure, distinct from the 
causes based on martyrdom and on the heroism of vir-
tues. The Latin title is derived from St. John’s Gospel: 
“No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s 
life for one’s friends” (John 15:13).  

Whether it occurs or not, we recognize Fr. Mychal 
Judge’s heroic sacrifices throughout his life…another 
beautiful part of  September…an awesome month for 
sure!   

…By all these lovely tokens 
September days are here, 

With summer’s best of weather 
And Autumn’s best of cheer! 

  

[Helen Hunt Jackson’s “September”] 



Religious Ed News—St. Mary’s 
  

Jenny Barton  315-686-2638 
e-mail: religioused@stmarysclayton.org 

 

RE packets have been sent. If you feel you 
should have received one and didn’t, please let 
me know! Return the information in anyway 
convenient to you - put them in the collection 
basket, drop them off at the rectory, slip them 
under my office door, etc.  

Classes will begin September 25th at 10:00 
after morning Mass. 

There is still time to volunteer to be a cate-
chist. Call or text 315-771-5512.  

 

September 25 at 2:30pm 
 at St. Mary’s Church, Clayton  

 

Bishop Terry R. LaValley cordially invites 
all Police, Corrections, Fire, and EMS Person-
nel to attend the Blue Mass. 

All are invited and encouraged to attend as 
we pray for the safety and wellbeing of all 
first responders and public safety personnel. 

For more info, contact, Fr. Chris Carrara at 
ccarrara@rcdony.org or 315-605-1039. 

Diocese of Ogdensburg 

Looking for a way to deepen your relationship 
with God and neighbor? The Sisters of St. Jo-
seph invite you to learn about their Lay Associ-
ate Program. The Program, open to women and 
men, includes monthly meetings to learn about 
the spirituality of the sisters, pray together, and 
share ways to deeper one’s spiritual life. An 
introductory meeting will be at Sisters of St. 
Joseph Motherhouse, Watertown on Sunday, 
September 11. For more information, contact 
Sister Kathleen DeBoalt skmdeb@yahoo.com   

Fall Retreat for Adults: Come away and rest 
awhile with the Lord amid the beauties of Fall 
in the Adirondack Mountains. September 30-
October 2 at Guggenheim Lodge, Saranac 
Lake. The theme is “Meeting God in the 
Mountains and Valleys of Life.”. The facilita-
tor is Sr. Bethany Fitzgerald, SSJ, Faith For-
mation Educator. Father Paul Kelly will cele-
brate Mass on Saturday afternoon. Suggested 
Offering is $150. For more info, contact 
srbethssj@gmail.com or 315-212-6592. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=srbethssj@gmail.com

