
          December 4, 2022                     2nd Sunday of Advent 

No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church;  

No matter what your current family or marital situation;  

No matter what your past or present religious affiliation; 

No matter what your own personal history, age, background, race, or color;  

No matter what your own self-image or esteem;  

You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected  

at St. Mary’s, St. Cyril’s, and St. Francis Xavier Catholic Churches. 

Weekend Masses 
 

St. Mary’s, Clayton  
Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  

 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 
Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.  

 

St. Francis Xavier, Redwood 
Memorial Weekend to Columbus Day 

 

Tabernacle, Thousand Island Park 
July 2 to September 4 

Weekday & Holy Day Masses 
 

See page 2 or call the Parish Office 
 

3:00–3:30pm Saturdays at St. Mary’s 
Saturdays after 5:30pm Mass at St. Cyril’s 

and by appointment                
 

First Friday Holy Hour 
after 9:00 a.m. Mass on the first  

Friday of the month at St. Mary’s 
 

Prayer Line 
315-686-3970 or smsjprayerline@gmail.com 

Welcome to St. Mary’s Church, Clayton              

& the Catholic Community of  Alexandria, Alexandria Bay 

 

St. Mary’s, Clayton 

Phone: 315-686-3398 
Maribeth McFadden, Secretary 

email: reception@stmarysclayton.org 
Mailing Address: 521 James Street, Clayton, NY 13624 

Office H  Mon-Thurs   9am-4pm 
 

Buildings/Grounds & Cemeteries, Jason Montondo 
Call the Parish Office  315-686-3398 

 

Deacon Neil Fuller  
Pastoral Life Coordinator 

Phone: 315-405-6910 
email: pastoralassociate@stmarysclayton.org 

 

Rev. Arthur J. LaBaff 
Sacramental Minister  

 

Rev. Douglas G. Comstock 
Pastor Emeritus 

 

Deacon  
       Bruce Daugherty               Bernie Slate 
            Gary Frank                  Joel Walentuk       

 

Websites: 
www.stmarysclayton.org    www.stcyrils.org 

 

 

 
St. Mary’s: Jennifer Barton 315-686-2638 

email: religioused@stmarysclayton.org 
St. Cyril’s: Trina Henry 315-482-2252 

email: thenry2252@gmail.com 



Catholic Community of Alexandria, Alexandria Bay—Redwood 

Mass Schedule 
 
 
 

SATURDAY, December 3, Anticipated Vigil 
4:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
5:30 (SC) Intentions of Everette Hepper by Grandma 

& Grandpa Ringer 
 

SUNDAY, December 4, 2nd Sunday of Advent 
9:00 (SM) Intentions of Lisa Willard by David & 

Lynette Robinson 
9:30 (SC) the Sourwine family by Tom Sourwine 
      

MONDAY, December 5 
8:00 (SC) Deceased Sudkamp & Ritner family by 

Gail Sudkamp 
9:00 (SM) Hope LaLonde by Gary LaLonde 
 

TUESDAY, December 6 
8:00 (SC) Donald Murphy by Dc. Bernie Slate 
9:00 (SM) Verna Mason by Dc. Neil & Dee Fuller 
 

WEDNESDAY, December 7 
8:00 (SC) Rita Visconti by Joe & Anne Brigianti 
5:30 (SM) Carl & Mary Heaslip & John Jr. by Cathe-

rine & John Heaslip 
 

THURSDAY, December 8, Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
9:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
5:15 (SC) George & Frank Bolus by Bonnie Bolus 
 

FRIDAY, December 9 
8:00 (SC) Faithful Departed 
9:00 (SM) Jeremy Kilo by Maribeth McFadden 

 

SATURDAY, December 10, Anticipated Vigil 
4:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
5:30 (SC) Gerald & Katherine Trickey by Debra & 

Dwayne Trickey 
 

SUNDAY, December 11, 3rd Sunday of Advent 
9:00 (SM) John Cipullo by Robin & Ken Wheeler 
9:30 (SC) Mary Caiello by the Grausgruber family 

Thank you to our bulletin sponsors found on 
the back of this bulletin...Remember to shop 
with them first! Tell them you saw their ad on 
our bulletin. 

Weekly Giving  

Thank you for your continued support. 

St. Mary’s        This Year           Last Year 
Envelopes      $   2,129.00         $  1,089.28 
Plate               $      450.00         $     367.00 
Fuel                $      110.00         $         0.00 
Flower Memorials              $   325.00 
Human Development          $   172.00 
Retirement for Religious    $   120.00 
Misc. Collections                  $   120.00 

December 4, 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 

As John baptized in the desert, is the Holy 
Spirit calling you to tend his flock in the priest-
hood, diaconate, or consecrated life? Contact 
Fr. Art LaBaff, Fr. Chris Carrara at ccarra-
ra@rcdony.org / 315-393-2920, or Sister Mary 
Eamon Lyng at elyng@rcdony.org / 315-393-
2920, ext. 1345.   

3:00–3:30pm Saturdays at St. Mary’s 
Saturdays 4:45-5:15 at St. Cyril’s  
and by appointment at either parish              

Please consider electronic giving...a safe and 
consistent way to support your parish.  
Sign up at www.stmarysclayton.org or 

www.stcyrils.org or contact the parish office. 

Alexandria         This Year         Last Year 
 

Envelopes         $   1,083.00       $ 1,508.00 
Plate                  $        89.00       $    208.00 
Electronic          $      178.22        $   190.00 
Total                 $   1,350.22  
 

Fuel                   $      85.00       Fuel Goal 
Fuel to Date     $ 11,500.78      $33,010.00 
 

Christmas               $     150.00 
Donations             $  1,100.00 
Misc. Collections  $       40.00 

Second Sunday of  

Advent 

Retirement Fund for Religious: Our second 
collection next weekend/December 10 and 11, 
is for the Retirement Fund for Religious. 
Thousands of elderly sisters, brothers, and reli-
gious order priests spent years working in min-
istries such as Catholic schools, parishes, and 
hospitals, often for little or no pay. Today, 
many religious communities do not have 
enough savings to meet retirement needs. Your 
donation helps provide medications, nursing 
care, and more. Please pray for our retired reli-
gious and support them generously in this col-
lection. Please give to those who have given a 
lifetime. 



December 4, 2022 St. Mary’s Church, Clayton, NY 

Deacon’s Corner              by Dc. Bernie Slate 
 

 Violence seems to reign in our city streets. 
Innocent lives are struck down before they 
even have a chance to live. Earthquakes, hurri-
canes, forest fires, climate change, and pan-
demics seem to have no end. We cry out in 
pain, anger, and hopelessness. Where are you 
Lord? Why do you not intervene? 

We often feel as if we are alone in this 
struggle. How can children and the sick and 
elderly be neglected and abused? How can the 
few right and powerful nations of the world 
keep the overwhelming majority in poverty? 

These are daunting questions, but we must 
not despair even when such questions are not 
easily answered. We must not tempt God, for 
we have witnessed his work. We must keep the 
vision ever before us, knowing that our God 
has never failed us yet. 

That is why those who fought for racial and 
economic justice could sing while being beat-
en: “deep in my heart I do believe that we shall 
overcome some day”. That is why the night be-
fore he died Dr. M.L.King proclaimed, “I may 
not get there with you, but we, as a people, will 
get to the Promised Land.” Dr. King had writ-
ten down the vision. He knew that vision 
would have it’s time, that it would be fulfilled 
and would not disappoint. If it delays, we must 
wait for it and be of good courage for “It will 
surely come. It will not be late.”. 

In the Gospel of Luke 17:5-10, the apostles 
ask Jesus to “increase our faith”. Jesus in turn 
assures them that they only need faith the size 
of a tiny mustard seed, and even the mountains 
will move. The power of such faith is more 
sufficient to do even greater things than Jesus 
had done. Not only will they be able to heal the 
sick and the lame: they will be able to speak 
the words of life, and souls will be won for the 
kingdom of God. 

Our God has given us everything we need. 
He has equipped us to preach the kingdom of 
God through our witness of faith, our enduring 
love, and our unlimited forgiveness for those 
who persecute us for the sake of the Gospel. 

All we need, sisters and brothers, is faith the 
size of a mustard seed. God will do the rest. 

From the Parish Life Coordinator: 
 

As we celebrate the second week of Advent, 
we are reminded that Christmas is just three 
weeks away. We have so much to do before 
Christmas, the shopping, the decorating, the 
parties, the concerts, the cooking, and all that 
planning so we can have a “perfect” Christ-
mas. 

And while I love this season with all the joy 
and merry-making, especially the eggnog and 
pastries, it is not what Advent is all about. 

John the Baptist makes it very clear in the 
Gospel that this is a time to prepare, a time to 
repent. He uses some pretty strong language 
when he speaks of the one who is to come af-
ter him. Jesus of Nazareth, he says, will come 
gathering his wheat into his barn and burning 
the chaff with unquenchable fire. Strong stuff. 
But Advent is supposed to be this way. It is a 
time we use to prepare for the coming of God 
into our world, the God who made the uni-
verse, who put the stars in their places, who 
created the leopard and the lamb, the lion and 
the calf. The very God who created you and 
me. A loving and merciful God… 

As we await the birth of our Savior, let us 
remember he came to save us from the slavery 
of sin, yet despite our efforts, we fall short to 
free others from the slavery of poverty, dis-
ease, and oppression. We need prayer. 

So, as we continue our Advent journey, 
please, take time to pray, take time to seek rec-
onciliation, take time to go to Mass, and take 
time to recognize the beauty of the Advent 
season.  

I might remind you, next week we will cele-
brate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. 
It is a Holy Day of Obligation. 

The Catholic Women’s Group and the Catho-
lic Men’s Group each meet the second Satur-
day of each month, 9-10am at St. Mary’s par-
ish center.  All are welcome. 

Holiday Dinner 
Saturday, December 17  

after 4pm Mass 
at St. Mary’s Parish Center, Clayton 

 

Plan to join fellow parishioners for a free 
holiday meal. Come and share the joy of the 
season! Sign up sheets are at St. Mary’s en-
trances to give us an idea of how many will be 
attending so as to provide enough food. For 
questions, contact Deacon Neil at 315-405-
6910. 



Religious Ed News: 
 

St. Mary’s Parish 

Jenny Barton  315-686-2638 
e-mail: religioused@stmarysclayton.org 

 

We have regularly scheduled RE this morn-
ing for grades K-7. Please pick up Advent ac-
tivities for your families at the ramp entrance 
of the church if you haven't done so already. 

  

Catholic Community of Alexandria 
Trina Henry 315-482-2252 

e-mail: thenry2252@gmail.com 
 

Religious Ed is a home-study program. If 
you have questions, please contact me. 

Jesus Christ is present in the Eucharist in a 
unique and incomparable way. He is present in 
a true, real and substantial way, with his Body 
and his Blood, with his Soul and his Divinity. 
In the Eucharist, therefore there is present in a 
sacramental way, that is, under the Eucharistic 
species of bread and wine, Christ whole and 
entire, God and Man. To receive communion is 
to receive Christ himself who has offered him-
self for us. (CCC 1373:1390) 

Angel Tree in St. Mary’s Church. 
Please remember to bring back 
your unwrapped gift with the tag 
attached by Monday, December 
5th. Our Angel Tree is sponsored 
through Catholic Charities of the 

Diocese, Watertown office. For more info, 
contact Karen Rockoff at 973-768-1019 or St. 
Mary’s Parish Office at 315-686-3398. Thank 
you for being a “Christmas Angel”. 

Advent Reconciliation Services 
Prepare the way of the Lord! 

 

Sunday December 18 
1pm at St. Mary’s, Clayton 

3pm at St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 
 

Join us for the Rosary, Adoration, time for per-
sonal prayer, and opportunity for confession. 

Christmas Flower Memorials: Re-
member deceased loved ones with a 
Christmas Flower Memorial. Submit 
names by Monday, December 12 to 
appear in the bulletin for Christmas. 

Envelopes are available at the entrances of the 
churches and the parish office. 



Music Ministry Notes:  

 

St. Mary’s, Clayton 
Our choir will rehearse today before Mass at 

8:00 am, Youth choir rehearses this afternoon 
at 2pm. We will have our dress rehearsal at 
6:00 pm on Wednesday, December 7th.   

Don't forget to save the date for our inaugu-
ral Festival of Sacred Christmas Song on De-
cember 11th at 4:00 pm at St. Mary's!  

If interested in sharing your voice, contact 
Corrine Willis at corrinefwillis@gmail.com or 
315-221-3689. 
 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 

The St. Cyril's Choir gathers at 8:45 for 
practice before 9:30 Mass. For questions, con-
tact Becky Rose  at 315-778-8419 or 
becky.a.rose@gmail.com. 

St. Mary’s Church, Clayton 
Community Christmas Table 

  

Saturday, December 3rd, 11am-2pm 
St. Mary’s Parish Center 

 

Come and sample over 50 delicious dishes 
for only $8. Cash prizes raffle will be drawn at 
1pm. Please remember to return your raffle 
tickets. Part of the Christmas in Clayton event.   

A Festival of Sacred Christmas Songs 
 

Sunday,  December 11th at 4pm 
at St. Mary’s Church, Clayton 

 

Join us for an uplifting performance of sa-
cred Christmas music featuring:  

 

 St. Mary’s Music Ministry 

  St. Cyril’s Music Ministry 

    St. Mary’s Youth Choir 

Turning Point Men’s Barbershop Chorus 
 

Sure to be a high point of your Advent sea-
son. All are invited. A free-will offering will 
be gladly accepted. For more information, 
contact St. Mary’s parish office at 315-686-
3398. 

Immaculate Conception  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

Join us in celebrating Mary, Mother of God 
and our mother, conceived without sin. 

 

5:30pm Vigil, December 7 at St. Mary’s 
9:00am, December 8 at St. Mary’s 
5:15pm, December 8 at St. Cyril’s 

mailto:corrinefwillis@gmail.com
mailto:becky.a.rose@gmail.com

