
          December 18, 2022                     4th Sunday of Advent 

No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church;  

No matter what your current family or marital situation;  

No matter what your past or present religious affiliation; 

No matter what your own personal history, age, background, race, or color;  

No matter what your own self-image or esteem;  

You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected  

at St. Mary’s, St. Cyril’s, and St. Francis Xavier Catholic Churches. 

Weekend Masses 
 

St. Mary’s, Clayton  
Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  

 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 
Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.  

 

St. Francis Xavier, Redwood 
Memorial Weekend to Columbus Day 

 

Tabernacle, Thousand Island Park 
July 2 to September 4 

Weekday & Holy Day Masses 
 

See page 2 or call the Parish Office 
 

3:00–3:30pm Saturdays at St. Mary’s 
Saturdays after 5:30pm Mass at St. Cyril’s 

and by appointment                
 

First Friday Holy Hour 
after 9:00 a.m. Mass on the first  

Friday of the month at St. Mary’s 
 

Prayer Line 
315-686-3970 or smsjprayerline@gmail.com 

Welcome to St. Mary’s Church, Clayton              

& the Catholic Community of  Alexandria, Alexandria Bay 

 

St. Mary’s, Clayton 

Phone: 315-686-3398 
Maribeth McFadden, Secretary 

email: reception@stmarysclayton.org 
Mailing Address: 521 James Street, Clayton, NY 13624 

Office H  Mon-Thurs   9am-4pm 
 

Buildings/Grounds & Cemeteries, Jason Montondo 
Call the Parish Office  315-686-3398 

 

Deacon Neil Fuller  
Pastoral Life Coordinator 

Phone: 315-405-6910 
email: pastoralassociate@stmarysclayton.org 

 

Rev. Arthur J. LaBaff 
Sacramental Minister  

 

Rev. Douglas G. Comstock 
Pastor Emeritus 

 

Deacon  
       Bruce Daugherty               Bernie Slate 
            Gary Frank                  Joel Walentuk       

 

Websites: 
www.stmarysclayton.org    www.stcyrils.org 

 

 

 
St. Mary’s: Jennifer Barton 315-686-2638 

email: religioused@stmarysclayton.org 
St. Cyril’s: Trina Henry 315-482-2252 

email: thenry2252@gmail.com 



Catholic Community of Alexandria, Alexandria Bay—Redwood 

Weekly Giving 
Because of an early bulletin deadline, giving 

amounts will appear in the next bulletin. 
Thank you for your continued support of St. 
Mary’s Church and the Catholic Community 
of Alexandria.  

Consider electronic giving—no more for-
getting your envelopes or searching for a dona-
tion for the basket. For more information, con-
tact the parish office. To sign up to give to St. 
Mary’s, visit www.stmarysclayton.org, go to 
the Worship tab and click on “Please donate 
online here”. To sign up to give to the Catholic 
Community of Alexandria, go to 
www.stcyrils.org and click on the blue Donate 
box. Your support is greatly appreciated. 

Mass Schedule 
 
 
 

SATURDAY, December 17, Anticipated Vigil 
4:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
5:30 (SC) Brian Trickey by Debra & Dwayne Trickey 
 

SUNDAY, December 18, 4th Sunday of Advent 
9:00 (SM) Fred LaClair by Brandan & Valerie LaClair 
9:30 (SC) Frank Cavallario by Connie Cavallario 
      

MONDAY, December 19 
8:00 (SC) Anna Spies by Mike & Barb Bresnahan 
9:00 (SM) LeRoy Carlson  by Robert & Pamela 

McDowell 
 

TUESDAY, December 20 
8:00 (SC) Carmella Folino by Tony & Kathy Folino 
9:00 (SM) David Brabant by his family 
 

WEDNESDAY, December 21 
8:00 (SC) James Pickard by his wife, Ann Marie 
9:00 (SM) Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
 

THURSDAY, December 22 
8:00 (SC) Carolyn Phillips, Diane & Les Daymont 
9:00 (SM) John Durand by Dc. Neil & Dee Fuller 
 

FRIDAY, December 23 
8:00 (SC) Faithful Departed 
9:00 (SM) Miriam Bowes by Dc. Neil & Dee Fuller 

 

SATURDAY, December 24, Christmas Vigil 
5:00 (SM) Special Intentions 
5:00 (SC) Our Parishioners 
 

SUNDAY, December 25, Christmas Day 
9:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
9:30 (SC) Intention of the Celebrant 

December 18, 4th Sunday of Advent 
 

God chose to become man to lead us in a 
path of righteousness, is God calling you to 
grow in holiness? He may be inviting you to 
the priesthood, diaconate, or consecrated life. 
Contact Fr. Art LaBaff, Fr. Chris Carrara at 
ccarrara@rcdony.org / 315-393-2920, or Sister 
Mary Eamon Lyng at elyng@rcdony.org / 315-
393-2920, ext. 1345.   

3:00–3:30pm Saturdays at St. Mary’s 
Saturdays 4:45-5:15 at St. Cyril’s  
and by appointment at either parish              

Mary’s Son came into the world to look for 
me that I might find the Father. I find Jesus 
and the Father in the Sacraments, the Mass, in 
my neighbor. Am I watching for Jesus, whole-
heartedly, as Mary was?   

Father Patrick Peyton, CSC  
from Father Peyton’s Rosary Prayer Book 

Youth Buses for Life: High school students 
and Virtus-trained chaperones are invited to 
join in the 50th March for Life in Washington, 
DC January 19-21, 2023. Cost of $150 in-
cludes transportation, two hotel nights, and 5 
meals. Visit www.rcdony.org/pro-life to view 
complete itinerary and to register. Contact the 
Respect Life office with questions. 

Pilgrimage to Biblical Turkey with Fr. Don 
Robinson. October 8-20, 2023. Visit Istanbul, 
Ankara, Cappadocia, Pamukkale, Ephesus, Iz-
mir, Pergamum, and Canakkale. $2999 from 
New York. For more info, contact Fr. Robin-
son at donrob4@twcny.rr.com or 315-782-
1143. 

Fourth Sunday of  

Advent 

It has been said by many saints that the Holy 
Family is like an earthly Trinity and serves as 
an icon of the Holy Trinity in heaven. The 
communion of love that existed in the home of 
Joseph and Mary at Nazareth truly serves as 
the model for all human families. Love, sacri-
fice, prayer, and hard work were the hallmarks 
of the lives of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.  
 

—Fr. Donald Calloway 

http://www.rcdony.org/pro-life


December 18, 2022 St. Mary’s Church, Clayton, NY 

Deacon’s Corner            by Dc. Joel Walentuk 
 

 Life happens when we are busy planning. 
When we make plans, let us add “God willing” 
to whatever endeavor we have in mind. “If you 
want to make God laugh, tell him your plans.”  

—Mother Teresa 
 

These past three weeks of Advent we have 
been preparing for the birth of Christ. Prepar-
ing does not mean planning. Preparing means 
ready to receive Christ. 

In today’s reading we learned that Joseph 
was planning to divorce Mary quietly rejecting 
both her and her child. After receiving a mes-
sage from an Angel, he changed his plan. Jo-
seph totally accepted Mary into his life receiv-
ing both her and her child. 

Joseph was the first to accept Mary and her 
child, who he named Jesus. Are we totally 
ready to receive both Mary and her child in our 

life?  

Jesus comes in many disguises throughout 
life. Are we totally ready to follow Joseph’s 

lead? 

Let us stay strong in our faith, hope, and 
charity. See you next week at our Christmas 
celebration. God willing! 

2022 Donations: Tax rules require that dona-
tions to your parish for 2022 be received by 
December 31. Donations received January 1 or 
after will be applied to the 2023 tax year. Let-
ters acknowledging your 2022 donations will 
be mailed by January 31 by bulk mail. Bulk 
mail is not forwarded to your winter address. 

From the Parish Life Coordinator: 
 

The Gospel this weekend is very clear about 
the mission of Jesus: “the blind regain their 
sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor 
have the good news proclaimed to them”.  

So, when Jesus tells us to follow Him, it is 
also very clear that He is telling us to continue 
His mission. In other words, His ministry is 
also our ministry.  

As it was during His time on earth, the 
world today is still divided into those who have 
and those who have-not. Most especially in 
matters of spirituality, many people are blind 
and deaf. Many people are too lame to go to 
church. A lot have died in their faith and due to 
poverty, people are denied the basic necessities 
of life.  

Jesus is calling us to carry on His mission 
most especially to the last, the least, and the 
lost. 

St. Mary’s Booster Club: Drawing winners 
for the first drawing on December 9 are 
Kathryn Ingerson, Chris Wessinger, and Rich-
ard Comins. Tickets are still available. Please 
return your ticket(s) as drawings have begun. 
The dinner is February 11, 2023. To join, vol-
unteer, or for questions, contact Donna (778-
8672), Tim (778-2484), or the parish office 
(686-3398).  

2023 Calendars are available at the entrances 
of our churches for you or a loved one. The 
calendars at St. Cyril’s are thoughtfully pro-
vided to you by Costello Funeral Service. The 
calendars at St. Mary’s are thoughtfully pro-
vided by Cummings Funeral Services. Thank 
you to the Costello and Cummings families. 

God’s design for holy matrimony is that man 
and woman enter a sacred union which fore-
shadows our union with God in heaven. This 
journey will no doubt bring challenges and 
crosses, but with Jesus at the center of the un-
ion, he gives us what we need to fulfill our vo-
cation and help our spouse get to heaven. Holy 
marriages and families that seek to glorify God 
provide a weary world with hope and a beauti-
ful glimpse of heaven! - Thomas W. Carroll, 
superintendent of schools for the Archdiocese 
of Boston 

The Reality of Advent 
 

The reality of Advent isn’t that we are  
waiting for the birth of the Christ Child. 

The Christ Child is here  
and is waiting for us to come. 

He is crying out to us from the border. 
He is calling to us from the voices of the poor. 

He is shouting out to us from prison. 
He is waiting for us to live out our faith. 

He is waiting for us to seek justice. 
He is waiting for us to pursue peace. 

 

Let us go, for he is waiting. 
Susan Henry-Crowe 



Religious Ed News: 
 

St. Mary’s Parish 

Jenny Barton  315-686-2638 
e-mail: religioused@stmarysclayton.org 

 

We meet this Sunday at 10am after Mass. 
At 10:40 we will have a Christmas party. Par-
ents you are welcome to attend. If you would 
like to bring a snack, please do! Take time to 
enjoy the Advent season.  

Wishing you a Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year! 

NYS Discernment Retreat: Have you felt the 
invitation to follow Jesus Christ as a Catholic 
priest? Gather with other young men from 
across New York State who are considering 
the call to the priesthood at the New York 
State Discernment Retreat. Hear talks on the 
priesthood and meet seminarians and hear 
their stories. The retreat is scheduled for Janu-
ary 2-4 at Christ the King Retreat House in Sy-
racuse. You must be 18 years or older. If 
you’re looking to take your life of discernment 
to the next level, register by Thursday, Decem-
ber 29 by emailing the Diocese of Ogdens-
burg’s Vocation Coordinator, Sister Mary 
Eamon Lyng, SSJ at elyng@rcdony.org.  

New Year’s Eve Party 
Hosted by Our Lady of the Sacred Heart. 

Saturday, December 31, 9pm-1am. 
B.Y.O.B. DJ, Favors, Door Prizes, & 50/50.  

$25.00 per person, must be 21 to attend. 
Call the office at 315-782-1474 or online at 

https://smartpay.profitstars.com/express/
OurLadySacred  

Addition to Shut-In List: 
April Ingerson, 912 Strawberry Lane, #35, 
Clayton, NY 13624 
Change to Shut-In List: 
Sally Russell, 509 Webb Street, Clayton, NY 
13624 

St. Mary’s Christmas Community Table: A 
sincere thank you to all who helped with, pro-
vided for, and attended the event. Also thank 
you to all who purchased raffle tickets. Raffle 
winners are Kathy LaClair, Robert Heckmann, 
Shannon Scudera, Louise Hart, Lora Stopper, 
Karen Rockoff, Anne Mellon, Diane Mori-
nigo, and Corri Willis. The gross profits are 
almost $2,400 from this event as well as being 
a chance to gather and share holiday greetings. 

mailto:elyng@rcdony.org
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsmartpay.profitstars.com%2Fexpress%2FOurLadySacred%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2NbWKOQULHdzmrXXpId3oO5dwExC65hv776MK7PUSh6fioHKR-EBtycIk&h=AT158bdOHWMI-q0llfud5_7WkQ8Lr6lLPQ2jHgHJXUDnaD5jGYEisd4XCcJx4HGs9MdoQ82utanCWu28EPP8e4SG
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsmartpay.profitstars.com%2Fexpress%2FOurLadySacred%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2NbWKOQULHdzmrXXpId3oO5dwExC65hv776MK7PUSh6fioHKR-EBtycIk&h=AT158bdOHWMI-q0llfud5_7WkQ8Lr6lLPQ2jHgHJXUDnaD5jGYEisd4XCcJx4HGs9MdoQ82utanCWu28EPP8e4SG


Music Ministry Notes:  

 

St. Mary’s, Clayton 
Our Christmas choir will be rehearsing this 

morning at 8:00 am, and our Advent choir will 
be singing for the 9:00 am mass today.  We 
will also be having our final Christmas Mass 
rehearsal on Wednesday December 21st at 
6:00 pm. 

Thank you to all who participated in and at-
tended our Festival of Sacred Christmas Song; 
what a blessed way to transition through Ad-
vent and into the celebration of Christmas! 

If interested in sharing your voice, contact 
Corrine Willis at corrinefwillis@gmail.com or 
315-221-3689. 
 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 

The St. Cyril's Choir gathers at 8:45 for 
practice before 9:30 Mass. For questions, con-
tact Becky Rose  at 315-778-8419 or 
becky.a.rose@gmail.com. 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24 
5pm at St. Mary’s, Clayton 

5pm at St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 
 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25 
9:30am at St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 

10am at St. Mary’s, Clayton 

Holiday Dinner 
Saturday, December 17 after 4pm Mass 

at St. Mary’s Parish Center, Clayton 
 

Plan to join fellow parishioners for a free 
holiday meal. Come and share the joy of the 
season! Sign up sheets are at St. Mary’s en-
trances to give us an idea of how many will be 
attending so as to provide enough food. For 
questions, contact Deacon Neil at 315-405-
6910. 

Advent Reconciliation Services 
Prepare the way of the Lord! 

 

Sunday December 18 
1pm at St. Mary’s, Clayton 

3pm at St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 
 

Join us for the Rosary, Adoration, time for per-
sonal prayer, and opportunity for confession. 

Clayton Food Pantry 
315-767-1220 

claytonfoodpantry@gmail.com 

mailto:corrinefwillis@gmail.com
mailto:becky.a.rose@gmail.com

