
No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church;  

No matter what your current family or marital situation;  

No matter what your past or present religious affiliation; 

No matter what your own personal history, age, background, race, or color;  

No matter what your own self-image or esteem;  

You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected  

at St. Mary’s, St. Cyril’s, and St. Francis Xavier Catholic Churches. 

Weekend Masses 
 

St. Mary’s, Clayton  
Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  

 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 
Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.  

 

St. Francis Xavier, Redwood 
Memorial Weekend to Columbus Day 

 

Tabernacle, Thousand Island Park 
July 2 to September 4 

Weekday & Holy Day Masses 
 

See page 2 or call the Parish Office 
 

3:00–3:30pm Saturdays at St. Mary’s 
Saturdays after 5:30pm Mass at St. Cyril’s 

and by appointment                
 

First Friday Holy Hour 
after 9:00 a.m. Mass on the first  

Friday of the month at St. Mary’s 
 

Prayer Line 
315-686-3970 or smsjprayerline@gmail.com 

Welcome to St. Mary’s Church, Clayton              

& the Catholic Community of  Alexandria, Alexandria Bay 

 

           January 29, 2023               4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St. Mary’s, Clayton 

 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 

Phone: 315-686-3398 
Maribeth McFadden, Secretary 
email: claytonsec@rcdony.org 

Mail Address: 521 James Street, Clayton, NY 13624 
Office H  Mon-Fri   9am-4pm 

 

 
St. Mary’s: Jennifer Barton 315-686-2638 

email: claytondre@rcdony.org 
St. Cyril’s: Trina Henry 315-482-2252 

email: thenry2252@gmail.com 
 

Buildings/Grounds & Cemeteries  
Jason Montondo 

Call the Parish Office  315-686-3398 

Deacon Neil Fuller  
Pastoral Life Coordinator 

Phone: 315-405-6910 
email: nfuller@rcdony.org 

 

Rev. Arthur J. LaBaff 
Sacramental Minister  

 

Rev. Douglas G. Comstock 
Pastor Emeritus 

 

Deacon  
       Bruce Daugherty               Bernie Slate 
            Gary Frank                  Joel Walentuk       

 

Websites: 
www.stmarysclayton.org    www.stcyrils.org 



Catholic Community of Alexandria, Alexandria Bay—Redwood 

Mass Schedule 

 
 
SATURDAY, January 28, Anticipated Vigil 
4:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
5:30 (SC) George & Frank Bolus by Bonnie Bolus 
 

SUNDAY, January 29, 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00 (SM) John Cipullo by Jim & Mary Paul 
10:30 (SC) Faithful Departed 
        

MONDAY, January 30 
8:00 (SC) Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
9:00 (SM) Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
 

TUESDAY, January 31 
8:00 (SC) Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
9:00 (SM) Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
 

WEDNESDAY, February 1 
8:00 (SC) Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
9:00 (SM) Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
 

THURSDAY, February 2 
8:00 (SC) Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
9:00 (SM) All Souls 
 

FRIDAY, February 3 
8:00 (SC) Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
9:00 (SM) Hope LaLonde by Gary LaLonde 

 

SATURDAY, February 4, Anticipated Vigil 
4:00 (SM) Deceased members of the LaRue family 

by Betsy & Jim Mostrom and Hesler family 
5:30 (SC) Arthur Watson by the estate of Emma 

George 
 

SUNDAY, February 5, 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
9:30 (SC) John Louis, Jr. & Margaret Schoenecker 

by Debra & Dwayne Trickey 

Where do you get your news? The North 
Country Catholic, our Diocesan newspaper is a 
great source for information in our diocese, 
from our Bishop, and about current events in 
our world. All are encouraged to subscribe.  

Weekly Giving  

Thank you for your continued support. 

St. Mary’s        This Year           Last Year 
Envelopes      $   1,313.22         $  1,375.22 
Plate               $      373.00         $     335.00 
Fuel                $          0.00         $       25.00 
Christmas                       $   200.00 
Respect Life                    $   421.00 
East & Central Europe  $     10.00 

January 29, 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“Seek the Lord, all you humble of the 
earth…”  Is the Lord seeking your heart to 
serve Him as a priest, deacon, religious sister 
or brother?  Contact Fr. Art LaBaff, Fr. Chris 
Carrara at ccarrara@rcdony.org / 315-393-
2920, or Sister Mary Eamon Lyng at 
elyng@rcdony.org / 315-393-2920, ext. 1345.   

3:00–3:30pm Saturdays at St. Mary’s 
Saturdays 4:45-5:15 at St. Cyril’s  
and by appointment at either parish              

Please consider electronic giving...a safe and 
consistent way to support your parish.  
Sign up at www.stmarysclayton.org or 

www.stcyrils.org or contact the parish office. 

Alexandria         This Year         Last Year 
 

Envelopes         $   1,679.00       $    892.00 
Plate                  $      258.00       $    155.00 
Electronic          $      243.22       $    220.00 
Total                 $   1,716.22  
 

Fuel                   $        80.00       Fuel Goal 
Fuel to Date     $ 15,805.34      $33,010.00 
 

Solemnity of Mary          $      25.00 
Respect Life                    $  404.00 

Change in email addresses: For increased 
cyber-security, some of our parish email ad-
dresses have been changed. Please update 
them in your contacts. The old email addresses 
will be phased out in the near future. 
 

 Parish office: claytonsec@rcdony.org 
 Deacon Neil Fuller: nfuller@rcdony.org 
 Religious Ed office: claytondre@rcdony.org 
 Fr. Art LaBaff: alabaff@rcdony.org 

USCCB "Do No Harm": A new series of 
federal regulations undermines Catholic insti-
tutions and harms the common good. Learn 
more and sign up for "action alerts" to get the 
tools you need to advocate for religious free-
dom: https://www.usccb.org/do-no-harm 

https://www.usccb.org/do-no-harm


January 29, 2023 St. Mary’s Church, Clayton, NY 

Deacon’s Corner    by Dc. Bruce Daugherty 
 

 Fortunate. This was the theme of a book 
that I had just finished. The book is about a 
man sitting on a park bench. It only took 
about 90 minutes to read and when it was all 
said and done, it was Jesus on the bench and 
the lady who befriended him was someone 
who had lost hope.  During the story Jesus 
used the word “fortunate” several times.  
She was fortunate to have a home, fortunate 
to have food, fortunate to have a place to 
sleep.  

Then I thought about it, how fortunate am 
I?  Yes, I have a home and food to eat.  I 
have clothing to wear, and you all know I 
have plenty of coats – even enough to share. 
I have a car to get around, I have my health, 
and also my ability to get to the doctor’s if I 
need to be seen for anything.  

Now let me tell you about how fortunate I 
am to be a member of this parish.  I have 
made friends since we have moved here, and 
we enjoy them all. We love getting together 
at soup suppers with you all. We are fortu-
nate to have a good choir and singers for the 
Mass.  I am fortunate to see how hard they 
all work at making a “song unto the Lord”.   
I am fortunate that the priest that is our 
Shepard will allow me to laugh and tell 
some jokes even from the altar.  I am fortu-
nate to work with people like Deacon Neil, 
Deacon Gary, Maribeth, and visiting priests.   

When I see our cemetery I feel fortunate 
that we have blessed grounds for those who 
leave us to go home to our Father. I am for-
tunate to have nurses in the community that 
care for our parishioners in medical needs.  

We are even fortunate to see people leave 
in the winter and come home in the spring to 
return and bless us with their presence. We 
are fortunate that everyone does not leave in 
the winter, remembering that the heat goes 
on for all or just one.  

Fortunate…. That word has so much to it, 
but it is not a word that we hear a lot about. 
We have many other things that we are for-
tunate to have, right here in our community.  
Think about it.  What is it that makes you 
feel fortunate? Be it in the good time or bad 
times… I bet you can come up with some 
things that really are making your days shine 
even when the sun is not out.  

From the Parish Life Coordinator: 
 

Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount according to Mat-
thew is one of my favorite Gospels. I am always 
quite drawn to “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven”. 

When Matthew writes about the poor in spirit, 
it does not refer to individuals who are weak in 
the faith. Rather, it refers to those who are not 
spiritually arrogant but who, having recognized 
their own limitations, rely completely on God. 
The poor in spirit are thus doubly blessed be-
cause they are now closer to God, and because 
“this total reliance on God is the doorway into” 
His kingdom. The “humble and lowly, who shall 
take refuge in the name of the Lord” described by 
the prophet Zephaniah. 

Last weekend we had the privilege of Mass 
celebrated by Father Joseph Westfall from the 
Cross Catholic Outreach. Cross Catholic priests 
travel all over the United States in an effort to 
help parishes have Mass when their priests are 
not available. Because of the shortage of priests 
their ministry is especially important. Their ser-
vice comes at no cost whatsoever to the parishes. 
They depend totally on the contributions from the 
congregations they serve. Ultimately, the funds 
they receive go to help the poor and needy 
throughout the world. I urge you to support their 
mission through your generosity. There are enve-
lopes near the doors of the church and a link for 
on-line giving found elsewhere in this bulletin. 

St. Mary’s Booster Club: Drawing winners for 
the 7th drawing on January 20 are Gloria Musser, 
Bev Morisey, and Cory Kendall. Tickets are still 
available. Don’t miss out on the fun. The dinner 
is February 11, 2023. To join, volunteer, or for 
questions, contact Donna (778-8672), Tim (778-
2484), or the parish office (686-3398).  

For those who give to the 
Catholic Community of Al-
exandria through the on-line 
giving and those who are 

thinking about giving on-line, you are encour-
aged to take another look as we have added the 
option to give to the second collections and holy 
days. Go to Alexandria’s website at 
www.st.cyrils.org and click on the blue “Donate” 
button. If you have questions, please contact the 
parish office at 315-686-3398. 



Religious Ed News: 
 

St. Mary’s Parish 

Jenny Barton  315-686-2638 
e-mail: claytondre@rcdony.org 

 

Grades K-7 will meet this Sunday. Our First 
Reconciliation students have been meeting, 
please remember them in your prayers. 

  

Catholic Community of Alexandria 
Trina Henry 315-482-2252 

e-mail: thenry2252@gmail.com 
 

St. Cyril’s Religious Education Program is 
getting ready for a few classes to prepare our 
young children for First Reconciliation and 
First Communion. We will meet in the Church 
Hall downstairs at St. Cyril’s.  First two clas-
ses will be getting prepared for First Reconcil-
iation. Once they all make their First Recon-
ciliation, we will move on with classes for 
First Communion in the spring. You will need 
to provide proof of your child’s baptism be-
fore receiving First Reconciliation and First 
Communion.   

Please call me at 315-482-2252 to sign your 
child up, so I will have a head count. It will 
also help me to have enough folders and 
snacks for the children.  Please let me know of 
any food allergies or any other issues. Once I 
get the head count we will move forward with 
more specific dates and times.  

 

Last weekend we were blessed to have Fr. 
Westfall from Cross Catholic Outreach at our 
Masses. More than ever, poor families in de-
veloping countries are depending on Catholic 
missions for assistance with food, water, shel-
ter, medical care, and spiritual nourishment. It 
is not too late to support Cross Catholic Out-
reach and the efforts of these vital international 
missions. To participate, please go to 
crosscatholic.org/outreach, or text BLESS-
INGS to 474747. 

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Valentine 
Senior Luncheon. Wednesday, February 15th 
at 12 noon in Dostie Hall, Watertown. Reser-
vations must be made by February 13th by 
calling Sacred Heart office between 8:30am 
and 1:00pm at 315-782-1474. All are wel-
come! 



Music Ministry Notes:  

 

St. Mary’s, Clayton 
This week's gospel focuses on the Beati-

tudes.  As we strive to show our faith in the 
deeds that we do, the second verse to this Sun-
day's opening hymn gives us the encourage-
ment we need to follow in Christ's footsteps, 
"Blest are they whose hunger only holiness 
can fill, for I say they shall be satisfied." 

If interested in sharing your voice, contact 
Corrine Willis at corrinefwillis@gmail.com or 
315-221-3689. 
 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 

The St. Cyril's Choir gathers at 8:45 for 
practice before 9:30 Mass. For questions, con-
tact Becky Rose at 315-778-8419 or 
becky.a.rose@gmail.com. 

Mass Time Changes 
for St. Cyril’s 

 

On Sunday of January 29, the Mass at 
St. Cyril’s will be at 10:30am.  

 

We will return to 9:30am Masses 
again on Sunday February 5.  

Do you wonder if there is more you could do 
to serve your parish? Do you desire to deepen 
your knowledge of the faith and your prayer 
life? God may be calling you to Formation For 
Ministry. A new group is forming for August 
2023. Formation For Ministry is a two-year 
program with classes on line through Boston 
College and in person workshops. Stay tuned 
for information sessions coming soon. For 
more information, contact Deacon Neil Fuller 
at the parish office at 315-686-3398 or 315-
405-6910. 

Defibrillator and First Aid: Have you ever 
wondered about our automated external defib-
rillator (AED) or what to do in case of an 
emergency? All parishioners will have an op-
portunity to learn about the AED, first aid, and 
CPR demonstrated by Pam Jones, EMT at St. 
Mary’s on Sunday, February 5th after the 9am 
Mass. A Saturday date will be announced. 
Please take this opportunity to join us. If you 
have questions, please contact Parish Nurse 
Jennifer Lucia at 513-304-2264. We hope to 
see you then!     

mailto:corrinefwillis@gmail.com
mailto:becky.a.rose@gmail.com

