
No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church;  

No matter what your current family or marital situation;  

No matter what your past or present religious affiliation; 

No matter what your own personal history, age, background, race, or color;  

No matter what your own self-image or esteem;  

You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected  

at St. Mary’s, St. Cyril’s, and St. Francis Xavier Catholic Churches. 

Weekend Masses 
 

St. Mary’s, Clayton  
Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  

 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 
Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.  

 

St. Francis Xavier, Redwood 
Memorial Weekend to Columbus Day 

 

Tabernacle, Thousand Island Park 
July 2 to September 4 

Weekday & Holy Day Masses 
 

See page 2 or call the Parish Office 
 

3:00–3:30pm Saturdays at St. Mary’s 
Saturdays after 5:30pm Mass at St. Cyril’s 

and by appointment                
 

First Friday Holy Hour 
after 9:00 a.m. Mass on the first  

Friday of the month at St. Mary’s 
 

Prayer Line 
315-686-3970 or smsjprayerline@gmail.com 

Welcome to St. Mary’s Church, Clayton              

& the Catholic Community of  Alexandria, Alexandria Bay 

 

           February 5, 2023               5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St. Mary’s, Clayton 

 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 

Phone: 315-686-3398 
Maribeth McFadden, Secretary 
email: claytonsec@rcdony.org 

Mail Address: 521 James Street, Clayton, NY 13624 
Office H  Mon-Fri   9am-4pm 

 

 
St. Mary’s: Jennifer Barton 315-686-2638 

email: claytondre@rcdony.org 
St. Cyril’s: Trina Henry 315-482-2252 

email: thenry2252@gmail.com 
 

Buildings/Grounds & Cemeteries  
Jason Montondo 

Call the Parish Office  315-686-3398 

Deacon Neil Fuller  
Pastoral Life Coordinator 

Phone: 315-405-6910 
email: nfuller@rcdony.org 

 

Rev. Arthur J. LaBaff 
Sacramental Minister  

 

Rev. Douglas G. Comstock 
Pastor Emeritus 

 

Deacon  
       Bruce Daugherty               Bernie Slate 
            Gary Frank                  Joel Walentuk       

 

Websites: 
www.stmarysclayton.org    www.stcyrils.org 



Catholic Community of Alexandria, Alexandria Bay—Redwood 

Mass Schedule 

 
 
SATURDAY, February 4, Anticipated Vigil 
4:00 (SM) Deceased members of the LaRue family 

by Betsy & Jim Mostrom and Hesler family 
5:30 (SC) Arthur Watson by the estate of Emma 

George 
 

SUNDAY, February 5, 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
9:30 (SC) John Louis, Jr. & Margaret Schoenecker 

by Debra & Dwayne Trickey 
        

MONDAY, February 6 
8:00 (SC)  Intentions of Paul & Betty Fitzgerald 
9:00 (SM) Frances Lynch by Fran Lynch 
 

TUESDAY, February 7 
8:00 (SC) Intentions of Melana Ingerson by Grandma 

& Grandpa Ringer 
9:00 (SM) Jeremy Kilo by Maribeth McFadden 
 

WEDNESDAY, February 8 
8:00 (SC) Faithful Departed 
9:00 (SM) Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
 

THURSDAY, February 9 
8:00 (SC) Vince Hartman by Morning Mass Group 
9:00 (SM) Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
 

FRIDAY, February 10 
8:00 (SC)  Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
9:00 (SM) George Leavery by Dianne & family 

 

SATURDAY, February 11, Anticipated Vigil 
4:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
5:30 (SC) Mark Joensen by his mother, Pat 
 

SUNDAY, February 12, 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00 (SM)  John Cipullo by Dc. Neil & Dee Fuller 
9:30 (SC) Joe Russell by Bob & Cindy Nelson 

Weekly Giving  

Thank you for your continued support. 
 

January 22, 2023 

St. Mary’s        This Year           Last Year 
Envelopes      $   1,417.29         $  1,565.30 
Plate               $   1,015.35         $     265.00 
Fuel                $          0.00         $         0.00 
Christmas                       $     50.00 
Respect Life                    $   125.00 

February 5, 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

"Let your light shine before others!" Are 
you ready “to let your light shine" in the life of 
the Church? Are you being called by the Lord 
to serve Him as a priest, deacon, or in the con-
secrated life? Contact Fr. Art LaBaff, Fr. Chris 
Carrara at ccarrara@rcdony.org / 315-393-
2920, or Sister Mary Eamon Lyng at 
elyng@rcdony.org / 315-393-2920, ext. 1345.   

3:00–3:30pm Saturdays at St. Mary’s 
Saturdays 4:45-5:15 at St. Cyril’s  
and by appointment at either parish              

Please consider electronic giving...a safe and 
consistent way to support your parish.  
Sign up at www.stmarysclayton.org or 

www.stcyrils.org or contact the parish office. 

Alexandria         This Year         Last Year 
 

Envelopes         $   1,155.00       $    564.00 
Plate                  $      188.00       $    110.00 
Electronic          $      243.22       $    265.22 
Total                 $   1,716.22  
 

Fuel                   $      115.00       Fuel Goal 
Fuel to Date     $ 15,963.34      $33,010.00 
 

Tower                              $      50.00 
Respect Life                    $      5.00 

“Life is a civil right.  
Abortion is a civil wrong.” 

― Alveda C. King  

Never forget that the darkest hour in the night 
is the hour before dawn. Just hold on, one more 
moment. God is in control, even if it feels like 
he isn’t. He is in control, and He loves you. 
— Lis Brenninkmeyer, Walking With Purpose 

Defibrillator and First Aid: Have you ever 
wondered about our automated external defib-
rillator (AED) or what to do in case of an 
emergency? All parishioners will have an op-
portunity to learn about the AED, first aid, and 
CPR demonstrated by Pam Jones, EMT at St. 
Mary’s on Sunday, February 5th after the 9am 
Mass. A Saturday date will be announced. 
Please take this opportunity to join us. If you 
have questions, please contact Parish Nurse 
Jennifer Lucia at 513-304-2264. We hope to 
see you then!     



February 5, 2023 St. Mary’s Church, Clayton, NY 

Prayer is not asking. Prayer is putting oneself 
in the hands of God, at His disposition, and 
listening to His voice in the depth of our 
hearts.             —St. Mother Theresa  

Do Something Beautiful for God 

From the Parish Life Coordinator: 
 

Often, when we are asked to do something, 
our reflex is to spell out all the reasons why we 
cannot help. Generally, at the top of the list is 
our explanation we are just not capable of per-
forming certain tasks. Many Christians, be-
cause of their humility believe that certain 
good works are simply not within their power. 

But maybe that’s God’s point.  Perhaps God 
wants to use an instrument such as yourself so 
that His power shines more clearly. Maybe 
when you imitate Jesus Christ crucified by al-
lowing your weakness to be the vessel of 
God’s power, people will see your good deeds 
and glorify the Father who loves you enough 
to ask you to serve Him through your weak-
ness. It is said that His light shines most 
brightly through those who are meek and hum-
ble of heart. 

We welcome back Father Comstock and Fa-
ther LaBaff this weekend. We are very happy 
they have an opportunity to get away and en-
joy some warm weather, but at the same time 
glad to have them back in spite of the bitter 
cold that greets them. 

St. Mary’s Booster Club: Drawing winners 
for the 8th drawing on January 27 are Joy 
Rhinebeck, Joyce Ivey, and William Tabolt. 
Tickets are still available. Don’t miss out on 
the fun. The dinner is February 11, 2023. To 
join, volunteer, or for questions, contact Donna 
(778-8672), Tim (778-2484), or the parish of-
fice (686-3398).  

Reflections on Love                 by Judy Pearson 
 

Ah, Love.  Because of Valentine’s Day, February 
is called the “Month of Love”. We are flooded with 
“love” reminders immediately after Christmas 
(sometimes before!) with stores stocked with Valen-
tine cards, candy, and decorations, well-before the 
Christmas season ends.  

The ancient Greeks studied love and classified it 
into eight different types: 
Philia: Affectionate Love…love without romantic 
attraction, occurring between friends or family 
members.  
Pragma: Enduring Love…making compromises to 
help a relationship work, a realistic love found 
among long-established couples.  
Storge: Familial Love...the most natural love, such 
as a love of a parent for a child.  
Eros: Romantic Love…named after Eros, the Greek 
god of fertility, representing sexual passion and de-
sire.  
Ludus: Playful Love...affection between children or 
casual lovers. 
Mania: Obsessive Love…in which one is emotion-
ally dependent, with jealousy and possessiveness. 
Philautia: Self Love...which Aristotle further broke 
it into two types:  narcissism and a healthier version 
that enhanced one’s wider capacity to love.  
Agape: Selfless Love. Love that is extended to all 
people. Changed in Latin translation to carita, 
meaning charity. 

Valentine’s Day mainly emphasizes Eros. But 
Love is actually with us and shown to us through 
the Word of God every day. He asks us to not seek 
revenge or bear a grudge against anyone, but love 
your neighbor as yourself. (Leviticus 19:18) He tells 
us Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind and with 
all your strength. And to “Love your neighbor as 
yourself. There is no commandment greater than 
these.” (Mark 30-31) 

“Nothing is sweeter than love, nothing stronger, 
or higher, or wider, nothing is more pleasant, noth-
ing fuller, and nothing better in heaven or on earth, 
for love is born of God and cannot rest except in 
God, Who is created above all things.” Thomas à 
Kempis, The Imitation of Christ 

So, love beyond flowers and candy and cards 
(although they have their place in the holiday) but 
find a way to love others joyously and without ex-
pectations. Love the way Paul understood love in 
his letter to the Corinthians 1:1-3.  

“Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious 
or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on 
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does 
not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 
It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. Love never ends.”  Corin-
thians 1:1-8 

For those who give to the 
Catholic Community of Al-
exandria through the on-line 
giving and those who are 

thinking about giving on-line, you are encour-
aged to take another look as we have added the 
option to give to the second collections and ho-
ly days. Go to Alexandria’s website at 
www.stcyrils.org and click on the blue 
“Donate” button. If you have questions, please 
contact the parish office at 315-686-3398. 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2375308


Religious Ed News: 
 

St. Mary’s Parish 

Jenny Barton  315-686-2638 
e-mail: claytondre@rcdony.org 

 

We do not meet for RE class this coming 
weekend. Our next class for K-7 will be Feb-
ruary 12th.  

  

Catholic Community of Alexandria 
Trina Henry 315-482-2252 

e-mail: thenry2252@gmail.com 
 

We are planning for a few classes to prepare 
our young children for First Reconciliation 
and First Communion. We will meet in the 
Church Hall downstairs at St. Cyril’s.  First 
two classes will be getting prepared for First 
Reconciliation. Once they all make their First 
Reconciliation, we will move on with classes 
for First Communion in the spring. You will 
need to provide proof of your child’s baptism 
before receiving First Reconciliation and First 
Communion.   

Please call me at 315-482-2252 to sign your 
child up, so I will have a head count to provide  
enough folders and snacks for the children, al-
so if there of any food allergies or any other 
issues. Specific dates and times will be an-
nounced.  

2022 donation statements for St. Mary’s have 
been mailed out by bulk mail. Letters mailed 
by bulk are not forwarded. If you do not re-
ceive your statement or have questions about 
your statement, please contact the parish office 
at 315-686-3398. 

Guggenheim Registration Is Open! All teens 
of any background are welcome. New this 
year camp offers a mini-session for 11 to 13 
year olds, plus four week-long sessions for 
teens ages 12 to 15 years old, and one week-
long session for teens 16 to 18 years old. The 
season starts July 5th and ends August 11th. 
The cost to attend the mini-session is $200 and 
the remaining 5 week-long sessions cost $425 
per camper. So many fun things to do at camp: 
arts/crafts, Project Adventure, Liturgy, rappel-
ling, hiking, basketball, soccer, swimming, 
watercrafts, watersports, bonfire, a dance, out-
door movies, and camp-wide games. Guggen-
heim is a fun place where you can make great 
friends, escape the craziness of the world, and 
just chill with cool people like you. To sign up  
visit: www.rcdony.org/youth/camp or call, 
Jeannie Grizzuto at 315-393-2290 ext. 1413. 

http://www.rcdony.org/youth/camp


Music Ministry Notes:  

 

St. Mary’s, Clayton 
As we continue to hear about the Beatitudes 

this Sunday, we see how the first reading and 
the Gospel in particular embody the spirit of 
the Beatitudes.  In the closing of the Gospel, 
we hear the scriptural inspiration for this Sun-
day's opening hymn "Just so, your light must 
shine before others, that they may see your 
good deeds and glorify your heavenly Fa-
ther."  We Are the Light of the World is a per-
fect match for this Sunday's readings, as its 
verses clearly outline the call to action present-
ed in the Beatitudes, while the refrain echoes 
our Gospel's sentiment: "We are the light of 
the world, may our light shine before all, that 
they may see the good that we do and give glo-
ry to God." 

If interested in sharing your voice, contact 
Corrine Willis at corrinefwillis@gmail.com or 
315-221-3689. 
 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 

The St. Cyril's Choir gathers at 8:45 for 
practice before 9:30 Mass. For questions, con-
tact Becky Rose at 315-778-8419 or 
becky.a.rose@gmail.com. 

World Marriage Day, the second 
Sunday of February, and National 
Marriage Week USA (February 7 
– 14) are observed annually in di-
oceses and parishes throughout 
our country as an opportunity to focus on 
building a culture of life and love that begins 
with supporting and promoting marriage and 
the family. This year's theme, "Marriage...one 
flesh, given and received" highlights the one-
flesh union of husband and wife that is willed 
by God.  It also indicates the personal self-gift 
of each spouse, one to the other. These con-
cepts point to Christ who gives Himself under 
the appearance of bread and wine—as real 
flesh and blood.  
 

Prayer for Married Couples 
Almighty and eternal God, You blessed the un-
ion of married couples so that they might re-
flect the union of Christ with his Church: look 
with kindness on them. Renew their marriage 
covenant, increase your love in them, and 
strengthen their bond of peace so that, with 
their children, they may always rejoice in the 
gift of your blessing. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

mailto:corrinefwillis@gmail.com
mailto:becky.a.rose@gmail.com

