
No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church;  

No matter what your current family or marital situation;  

No matter what your past or present religious affiliation; 

No matter what your own personal history, age, background, race, or color;  

No matter what your own self-image or esteem;  

You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected  

at St. Mary’s, St. Cyril’s, and St. Francis Xavier Catholic Churches. 

Weekend Masses 
 

St. Mary’s, Clayton  
Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  

 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 
Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.  

 

St. Francis Xavier, Redwood 
Memorial Weekend to Columbus Day 

 

Tabernacle, Thousand Island Park 
July 2 to September 4 

Weekday & Holy Day Masses 
 

See page 2 or call the Parish Office 
 

3:00–3:30pm Saturdays at St. Mary’s 
Saturdays after 5:30pm Mass at St. Cyril’s 

and by appointment                
 

First Friday Holy Hour 
after 9:00 a.m. Mass on the first  

Friday of the month at St. Mary’s 
 

Prayer Line 
315-686-3970 or smsjprayerline@gmail.com 

Welcome to St. Mary’s Church, Clayton              

& the Catholic Community of  Alexandria, Alexandria Bay 

 

           February 12, 2023               6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St. Mary’s, Clayton 

 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 

Phone: 315-686-3398 
Maribeth McFadden, Secretary 
email: claytonsec@rcdony.org 

Mail Address: 521 James Street, Clayton, NY 13624 
Office H  Mon-Fri   9am-4pm 

 

 
St. Mary’s: Jennifer Barton 315-686-2638 

email: claytondre@rcdony.org 
St. Cyril’s: Trina Henry 315-482-2252 

email: thenry2252@gmail.com 
 

Buildings/Grounds & Cemeteries  
Jason Montondo 

Call the Parish Office  315-686-3398 

Deacon Neil Fuller  
Pastoral Life Coordinator 

Phone: 315-405-6910 
email: nfuller@rcdony.org 

 

Rev. Arthur J. LaBaff 
Sacramental Minister  

 

Rev. Douglas G. Comstock 
Pastor Emeritus 

 

Deacon  
       Bruce Daugherty               Bernie Slate 
            Gary Frank                  Joel Walentuk       

 

Websites: 
www.stmarysclayton.org    www.stcyrils.org 



Catholic Community of Alexandria, Alexandria Bay—Redwood 

The Sanctuary Lamp at St. Mary’s  
is in Loving Honor of 

Chris Wessinger 
Upon Her Birthday 
by Rob Wessinger 

Mass Schedule 

 
 
SATURDAY, February 11, Anticipated Vigil 
4:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 
5:30 (SC) Mark Joensen by his mother, Pat 
 

SUNDAY, February 12, 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00 (SM) John Cipullo by Dc. Neil & Dee Fuller 
9:30 (SC) Joe Russell by Bob & Cindy Nelson 
        

MONDAY, February 13 
8:00 (SC) Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
9:00 (SM) Scott Fiorentino by Margie, Meredith, & 

Nick 
 

TUESDAY, February 14 
8:00 (SC) Mr. & Mrs. George Harrison by the estate 

of Emma George 
9:00 (SM) Stephen Getter by Dc. Neil & Dee Fuller 
 

WEDNESDAY, February 15 
8:00 (SC) George & Frank Bolus by Bonnie Bolus 
9:00 (SM) Jeremy Kilo 
 

THURSDAY, February 16 
8:00 (SC) Fr. James Meehan 
9:00 (SM) Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
 

FRIDAY, February 17 
8:00 (SC)  Faithful Departed 
9:00 (SM) All Souls 

 

SATURDAY, February 18, Anticipated Vigil 
4:00 (SM) Doc & Betsy Eppolito by the family 
5:30 (SC) Vince Hartman by Mike & Barb Bresnahan 
 

SUNDAY, February 19, 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00 (SM)  John Cipullo by Tim & Donna Orvis 
9:30 (SC) John Bellman by John & Tammy Quinn 

Weekly Giving  

Thank you for your continued support. 
 

St. Mary’s        This Year           Last Year 
Envelopes      $   1,934.04         $  1,717.18 
Plate               $      423.00         $     553.86 
Fuel                $      351.00         $     379.00 
Respect Life                    $   30.00 

February 12, 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

"It is loyalty to do His will." Are you con-
sidering following the will of God in the con-
secrated life or priesthood? Contact Fr. Art 
LaBaff, Fr. Chris Carrara at ccarra-
ra@rcdony.org / 315-393-2920, or Sister Mary 
Eamon Lyng at elyng@rcdony.org / 315-393-
2920, ext. 1345.   

3:00–3:30pm Saturdays at St. Mary’s 
Saturdays 4:45-5:15 at St. Cyril’s  
and by appointment at either parish              

Please consider electronic giving...a safe and 
consistent way to support your parish.  
Sign up at www.stmarysclayton.org or 

www.stcyrils.org or contact the parish office. 

Alexandria         This Year         Last Year 
 

Envelopes         $   1,167.00       $ 1,052.00 
Plate                  $      780.00       $    109.00 
Electronic          $      139.77       $    225.12 
Total                 $   2,086.77 
 

Fuel                   $      223.00       Fuel Goal 
Fuel to Date     $ 16,240.05      $33,010.00 
 

Respect Life                    $     20.00 

If you or someone you know suffers from the 
effects of abortion, there is help. Visit 
www.rcdony.org/pro-life/rv for more info. 

Thinking of the Mass as an obligation is real-
ly a backward way of looking at it. Going to 
Mass is an extraordinary privilege. Instead of 
trying to decide when you have to go, why not 
go as often as you can?  

- Mike Aquilina, Understanding the Mass. 

Birthday Card Shower: St. 
Cyril’s parishioner, Shirley Irwin 
will celebrate her 90th birthday on 
March 3rd. Help her celebrate 
with a birthday card. Her family is 
hoping she will receive a ‘shower’ 
of at least 90 cards. You can mail 

a card to Shirley Irwin, 1005 Ira East Woods 
Avenue, Grapevine, TX 76051. 



February 12, 2023 St. Mary’s Church, Clayton, NY 

Deacon’s Corner                    by Dc. Gary Frank 
 

Middle Ground      
There’s a phrase I don’t hear very often any 

more. It seems like everyone picks the team they 
want to be on and then it’s their way or the high-
way, and it doesn’t seem to matter what the issue 
is, everything becomes a battle. 

I distinctly remember the evening before my 
ordination to the Deaconate when we had our 
meeting with the then Bishop of Ogdensburg, 
Bishop Loverde.  

Our class had a few interactions with Bishop 
and he was always good to get along with, but we 
all knew he was a bit of a task master so that did 
put us on edge when we met with him that 
night.  But he was most gracious with his words 
but made a statement to us that has stuck with me 
to this day.  

He said “All of us come from different back-
grounds and life experiences, but we’re all part of 
the Catholic church, some are conservative others 
liberal.  So, think of it like a baseball team, some 
of you might be in left field and some in right 
field and we all know there are boundaries – just 
don’t go out of bounds on me, OK.”  

I find that statement so simple yet profound, 
every week we come together as Catholics to 
worship our God, bringing our own life experi-
ences, prayer life, burdens that we carry, our 
fears and wants, all to coming together as one 
family with one common goal --- that is to wor-
ship God and share our faith with others. 

Which that leads me to my final thought; if we 
as Catholic Christians can bring our differences 
together and worship as a family, what has hap-
pened to our political system? The common good 
of our country and adherence to the constitution 
has been dropped by the wayside because of the 
pursuit of petty personal agendas. Honest debate 
and dialogue can solve problems and bring peo-
ple together to find that middle ground, but 
seems to have been forgotten.   

In our prayers, please remember to pray for 
those who are in positions of authority to look 
past personal agendas and work towards the good 
of all people.     

From the Parish Life Coordinator: 
 

Let us take a moment and ask ourselves: 
how often do we speak with words that are 
neither fair nor just? If you are like most of 
us, it is far too often! And yet, many of us 
continue to do it. Why do we do this? Most 
of us know what is appropriate and inappro-
priate yet we continue to be judgmental to-
ward others. In today’s Gospel, Jesus is very 
clear about what we are not to do! Today 
pause a moment and ask yourself: Do I take 
Jesus’ words seriously? Do I strive to live as 
He calls us to live? Or will I continue to act 
in a manner I know is not healthy for me or 
for the people in my life? Every day, every 
moment, we have a choice! What will we 
choose today?   

Collection for the Church in Central and 
Eastern Europe: On February 24, 2022, 
Russia began its incursion into Ukraine. The 
United States Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops’ Subcommittee on Aid to the Church in 
Central and Eastern Europe was poised to 
provide immediate aid through decades-long 
relationships. In just the four months of the 
war, nearly 50 grants brought humanitarian 
aid to victims and refugees in Ukraine, Po-
land, Slovakia, and Moldova. The Collection 
for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe 
made this crucial ministry possible. On this 
Ash Wednesday, February 22, please prayer-
fully consider supporting this ministry to peo-
ple’s spiritual and material needs in Ukraine 
and 25 other European countries. More infor-
mation is available at www.usccb.org/ccee.  

Job Opening: Augustinian Academy Ele-
mentary School is accepting applications for 
a Principal effective July 1. To apply please 
send cover letter, resume, completed applica-
tion form (www.rcdony.org/catholicschools), 
transcripts, and 3 letters of recommendation 
by May 1 to Sister Ellen Rose Coughlin, SSJ, 
Superintendent of Schools, PO Box 369, Og-
densburg, NY 13669.  

A Lenten Adult Enrichment Series entitled No Greater Love: A Biblical Walk Through Christ’s 
Passion with video presentations, workbook, and discussion will be offered on Tuesdays, begin-
ning February 28 at 6:30pm at Immaculate Conception Parish Center, Brownville with Chris 
Lapointe as leader and on Wednesdays, beginning March 1 at 6:30pm at St. Andrew’s Parish Cen-
ter, Sackets Harbor with Sister Flavia as leader. Cost is $12. For more info, call 315-782-1143. 

http://www.rcdony.org


Religious Ed News: 
 

St. Mary’s Parish 

Jenny Barton  315-686-2638 
e-mail: claytondre@rcdony.org 

 

Grades K-7 will meet Sunday, February 12 
and then we won't meet again until March 12.  

  

Catholic Community of Alexandria 
Trina Henry 315-482-2252 

e-mail: thenry2252@gmail.com 
 

Sign your child up for First Reconciliation 
and First Communion classes to be held in the 
Church Hall downstairs at St. Cyril’s. First 
two classes will be preparing for First Recon-
ciliation. Once they all make their First Rec-
onciliation, we will move on with classes for 
First Communion in the spring. You will need 
to provide proof of your child’s baptism be-
fore receiving these sacraments. Please call me 
at 315-482-2252 to sign up so I will have a 
head count to provide enough folders and 
snacks for the children, also if there of any 
food allergies or any other issues. Specific 
dates and times will be announced.  

 “Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks 
in all circumstances; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thes 5:16-18).  

Guggenheim Registration Is Open! All teens 
of any background are welcome. New this 
year camp offers a mini-session for 11 to 13 
year olds, plus four week-long sessions for 
teens ages 12 to 15 years old, and one week-
long session for teens 16 to 18 years old. The 
season starts July 5th and ends August 11th. 
The cost to attend the mini-session is $200 and 
the remaining 5 week-long sessions cost $425 
per camper. So many fun things to do at camp: 
arts/crafts, Project Adventure, Liturgy, rappel-
ling, hiking, basketball, soccer, swimming, 
watercrafts, watersports, bonfire, a dance, out-
door movies, and camp-wide games. Guggen-
heim is a fun place where you can make great 
friends, escape the craziness of the world, and 
just chill with cool people like you. To sign up  
visit: www.rcdony.org/youth/camp or call, 
Jeannie Grizzuto at 315-393-2290 ext. 1413. 
Scholarships are available. Contact the parish 
office at 315-686-3398. 

Camp Guggenheim is hiring: Contact Tom 
Semeraro, Director at tsemeraro@rcdony.org 
1-315-393-2920 ext. 1415 

http://www.rcdony.org/youth/camp
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=tsemeraro@rcdony.org


St. Mary’s Lenten Soup Suppers: Wednes-
days of Lent. Mass at 5:30pm followed by the 
Soup Supper. Feed body and soul! Here are 
the dates, sponsor groups, and contact persons. 
Your help is needed to provide food or work. 
If you would like to help, please contact the 
person listed for the week. 
 

February 22: Parish Council, Sandy Geiss 
March 1: Lay Ministry, Dc. Neil Fuller 

March 8: Knit for Kids, Dee Fuller 
March 15: Men’s Group, Scott Beeles 

March 22: Women’s Group, Jennifer Lucia 
March 29: K of C, Chris Woodley 

April 5, Religious Ed, Jenny Barton 

Music Ministry Notes:  

 

St. Mary’s, Clayton 
If interested in sharing your voice, contact 

Corrine Willis at corrinefwillis@gmail.com or 
315-221-3689. 
 

St. Cyril’s, Alexandria Bay 

The St. Cyril's Choir gathers at 8:45 for 
practice before 9:30 Mass. For questions, con-
tact Becky Rose at 315-778-8419 or 
becky.a.rose@gmail.com. 

St. Mary’s Booster Club: Drawing winners 
for the 9th drawing on February 3 are Charlie 
Stage, Juliette Corroon, and Jennie Shaw. 
Tickets are still available. Don’t miss out on 
the fun. The dinner is February 11. To join, 
volunteer, or for questions, contact Donna 
(778-8672), Tim (778-2484), or the parish of-
fice (686-3398).  

 

 with Dynamic Catholic 
 

You are more than the worst thing that has 
ever happened to you. You are more than the 
worst thing you have ever done. You are more 
than your greatest accomplishments and tal-
ents too.  

The real you is revealed every time you col-
laborate with God to create a Holy Moment. 
And the real you is amazing. He knows God 
deeply. She loves her family patiently. The re-
al you fills the world with undeniable good-
ness.  

You’ve caught glimpses of that person be-
fore. Now it’s time to start living every day as 
the real you. Discover the REAL You. Sign up 
for this year’s Best Lent Ever at  

       www.dynamiccatholic.com/lent  

Best Lent Ever 

mailto:corrinefwillis@gmail.com
mailto:becky.a.rose@gmail.com

