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Pastor: Very Rev. James Goodwin 

Parish Office: 701-428-3094 

                         stmaurice58051@gmail.com 

 Email:  james.goodwin@fargodiocese.org 

Father Goodwin Emergency Number:  701-640-5638 

Deacon Clarence Vetter:  cell 701-212-0733 

Email:  Clarence.vetter@fargodiocese.org 

Office Manager: Len Splichal 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/www.stmaurices.org 

 

Finance/Parish Council Members 

Lay Director:  Miranda Muscha  701-428-9996  

Lay Director: Mike Bjertness  701-212-6928 

Len Splichal  701-367-8438 

Greg Moffet  701-367-9419 

Amanda Hagen  701-640-8772 

Ben Mauch  701-205-9591 

We, the people of St. Maurice, are the people 
of God called to continue the work of salvation 
that Jesus began. Our purpose is to bring a 
deeper union with God through the announc-
ing of the Gospel in word and action. 

Mon. Dec 12  No Mass 

Tues. Dec 13 8:00 a.m. St Maurice Parishioners and 
Priests Past and Present 

Tues. Dec 13 8:00 a.m. ꝉ Lois Larson 

Wed. Dec 14 8:00 a.m. Dan Kubicek 

Fri. Dec 16 8:00 a.m. Randy Summers 

Sat. Dec 17 5:00 p.m. ꝉ Dean Plante 

Sun. Dec 18 9:00 a.m. St Maurice Parishioner 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday: 4:30 p.m.-4:45 p.m.  

Mass Schedule and Intentions 

 

Please keep the following in your 

prayers: Karen Schmitz, Dee Plante 

and Family  and all others suffering 

from a loss or illness. 

Join our children on Sunday         

December 18th around 10:15 for 

their annual Christmas Program. 



Stewardship Thank you! Ministry Schedule 

Schedule of Events  

December 18 Rosary before Mass at 8:30 
December 18 Children’s Christmas Program after Mass         
with a  potluck  dinner and bake sale after the program 
December 21 RE Class Jr/SR High Students dinner at 6:15 
December 24 Christmas Eve Mass 4:00 pm 
December 25 No Class 
December 25 Mass at 9:00 am 

December 18th—Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Hospitality Family: Mike & Jena Bjertness Family 

Lector: Mike Bjertness 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Mike Bjertness  
and 2 volunteers 

Altar Servers: Emily, Mason and Andrew Trom 

Money Counters: Joe Berg and Paul Muscha 

Adult Envelopes                _           _1,470.00 

Cash Plate     _ _          81.00  

Christmas Flowers_______                150.00  

Thank you for your support 

Len’s Office hours for Dec 12  to  Dec 16 

Wednesday December 14  9am to noon 

Friday December 16  9 am to noon 

Calling all Adult and Jr/SR High Singers 

We will have a choir for the Christmas 
Eve Mass on December 24th. Practice  
at 5:45 on Wednesday December 14th 
and December 21st. Just show up if         
you would like to sing with us. 

St Maurice annual Christmas Bake Sale 

will be held on           

December 18th the 

same day as the         

Children’s Christmas 

Program and Potluck. 

Start thinking about 

what you would like to 

bake and donate.  

FM Area Advent Reconciliation Services 

(All services are at 7:00 pm unless otherwise 

indicated) Dec. 11—St. Benedict (4:00 pm) 

Dec. 12—St. Anthony’s Dec. 13—Sts. Anne 

& Joachim   Dec. 15—Blessed Sacrament 

Dec. 15—Nativity  Dec. 18—St. Mary’s (4:00 

pm)  Dec. 19—St. Leo’s, Casselton             

Dec. 20—Holy Cross  

Pope Francis’ December Prayer: For Volunteer Not-For-Profit 

Organizations.  

We pray that volunteer Not-For-Profit organizations committed to human 
development find people dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly 
seek out new paths to international cooperation. 

NATIVITY SET 

Are you in need of a nativity set? One 
has been donated to St Maurice to give 
to a family in need. It will be given to the 
first individual to talk to Len. 

Congratulations to the following 

students who have received 

their First Reconciliation 

Claire Vangsness, Rafe Hahn, 

                  Lillian Lorz, Millie Sanders and Rylie Hagar. 

Congratulations to our new Parish Council Members: 

Luke Heil and Joseph Johnson 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Rosary will be said on Sunday December 

18th at 8:30 am.  



Catholic Corner 

Gaudete Sunday – The Third Sunday of Advent 
The Catholic Spirit | Father Michael Van Sloun | December 10, 2020  

Save  

A Joyful Sunday. The Third Sunday of Advent is also known as  Gaudete Sunday. The word 

“gaudete” is derived from the Latin words “gaudium,” joy, and “gaudeo,” to rejoice or be 

glad. Gaudete Sunday occurs eight to thirteen days before Christmas, and the nearness of the feast is 

reason for great joy. 

The Term “Gaudete.” Gaudete is taken from the Entrance Antiphon: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again 

I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near” (paraphrase, Phil 4:4-5). Advent is a time of joyful expectation 

and eager preparation for the Solemnity of Christmas. 

Multiple Reasons for Joy. There is joy in looking forward to the annual celebration of Christmas, 

but there is also joy in recalling the birth of Jesus on the first Christmas. The joy is heightened because 

he was born to save us from our sins (Mt 1:21b). The joy also extends to anticipation of the Second 

Coming, either at the end of physical life or the end of the world, the time when believers will be given 

the crown of righteousness (2 Tm 4:8) and a place in the Father’s house (Jn 14:2) to dwell with God and 

his angels and saints for all eternity. 

A Joyful Color. Rose represents joy and may be used as the liturgical color for  Gaudete Sunday. 

Violet remains the official color for the Season of Advent, the Third Sunday included, because all of    

Advent has a penitential tone, a time to be absolved of sin and be in the state of grace for               

Christmas. Gaudete Sunday offers a brief respite to focus on the uplifting, upcoming joyful celebration of 

the Nativity. 

Joyful Adornments. The priest may wear a rose chasuble and the deacon may wear a rose        

dalmatic. Church decorations may include roses or other flowers, a rose-colored altar cloth, drapery on 

the pulpit or ambo, chalice veil, tabernacle curtain, or wall hangings. The third candle of the Advent 

wreath is rose. 

Joyful Prayers. The prayers in the Roman Missal on the Third Sunday of Advent convey a joyful    

message. The immediacy of Christmas is addressed in the Collect, “O God, who see how your people 

faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity,” followed by two explicit references to joy: “enable us … to 

attain the joys of so great a salvation” and “to celebrate them with … glad rejoicing.” Preface II of Advent 

says, “we rejoice at the mystery of his Nativity” and that we are “exultant in his praise.” The Communion 

Antiphon contains the joyful message, “Behold, our God will come, and he will save us” (cf. Is 35:4). Two 

invocations in the Solemn Blessing for Advent refer to joy: the second, “may he make you … joyful in 

hope,” and the third, “So that, rejoicing now with devotion at the Redeemer’s coming.” 

https://thecatholicspirit.com/commentary/hotdish/gaudete-sunday-the-third-sunday-of-advent/
https://thecatholicspirit.com/author/the-catholic-spirit/


The response to the Living Rosary group has been wonderful. So far 33 

people have signed up to say one decade of the rosary daily. We have 

purchased a booklet for members called Praying the Rosary Without    

Distractions. This can be a big help in keeping track of the mysteries of the 

rosary and enhancing our prayer. If you would like one please see Len, 

there are enough for all the members of the Living Rosary. In addition, we will be updating 

you on what mystery you should be on this month. There may be some change in your   

assigned mystery. Remember that on the first of the month you move to the next mystery, 

for example if you are on the 5th sorrowful mystery the crucifixion this month then on   

January 1st you would move to the 1st glorious mystery the resurrection. If you are           

uncertain just ask and we will tell you which one you should be on. Remember if you miss 

a day you are not obligated to make up the decade, but overtime you will find that the    

discipline of daily prayer will help your spiritual life. Thanks and blessings to everyone who 

has enrolled and if you would like to enroll just contact Len.  

Anointing of the Sick 

Are you having surgery, or have an ongoing ailment. If yes, ask Father Goodwin if you would  
benefit from the Anointing of the sick.  

In the Church's Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick, through the ministry of the priest, it 
is Jesus who touches the sick to heal them from sin – and sometimes even from   
physical ailment. His cures were signs of the arrival of the Kingdom of God. The core 
message of his healing tells us of his plan to conquer sin and death by his dying and 
rising. The Rite of Anointing tells us there is no need to wait until a person is at the 
point of death to receive the Sacrament. A careful judgment about the serious nature 
of the illness is sufficient. When the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is given, the 
hoped-for effect is that, if it be God's will, the person be physically healed of illness. 
But even if there is no physical healing, the primary effect of the Sacrament is a      
spiritual healing by which the sick person receives the Holy Spirit's gift of peace and 
courage to deal with the difficulties that accompany serious illness or the frailty of old 
age.                        United States Catholic Catechism for Adults  

The Kindred Area Ministerial Association is putting 
together Christmas Food Baskets.  St Maurice is     
contributing 20 cans of frosting. Please have them 
here by December 18th. Use the basket in the entry  
to place the frosting. 

Also the same basket can be used to donate               
non-perishable goods to the area food pantry. 

Boulger Funeral Home has generously       

donated the 2023 calendars . They are       

located in the church entry. Take one home. 

It has all the Holy Days of obligation plus a 

lot of other great information. Thank you 

Boulger Funeral Home!! 

https://www.usccb.org/flipbooks/uscca/#276

