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5313 165 Ave SE, P O. Box 272 
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Pastor: Very Rev. James Goodwin 

Parish Office: 701-428-3094 

                         stmaurice58051@gmail.com 

 Email:  james.goodwin@fargodiocese.org 

Father Goodwin Emergency Number:  701-640-5638 

Deacon Clarence Vetter:  cell 701-212-0733 

Email:  Clarence.vetter@fargodiocese.org 

Office Manager: Len Splichal 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/www.stmaurices.org 

 

Finance/Parish Council Members 

Lay Director:  Miranda Muscha  701-428-9996  

Lay Director: Mike Bjertness  701-212-6928 

Len Splichal  701-367-8438 

Greg Moffet  701-367-9419 

Amanda Hagen  701-640-8772 

Ben Mauch  701-205-9591 

We, the people of St. Maurice, are the people 
of God called to continue the work of salvation 
that Jesus began. Our purpose is to bring a 
deeper union with God through the announc-
ing of the Gospel in word and action. 

Mon. Dec 19  No Mass 

Tues. Dec 20 8:00 a.m. Families of St Maurice 

Wed. Dec 21 8:00 a.m. ꝉ Rochelle Betsch 

Thurs. Dec 22 8:00 a.m. ꝉ Val Rae Larson 

Fri. Dec 23 8:00 a.m. Joe Johnson 

Sat. Dec 24 4:00 p.m. Parishioners 

Sun. Dec 25 9:00 a.m. ꝉ Mary Lenz 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday: 4:30 p.m.-4:45 p.m.  

Mass Schedule and Intentions 

Mass Times for the next two weeks 

December 24th  -  4 pm 

December 25th  -  9 am 

December 31  -  5 pm 

January 1  -  9 am 

Please keep the following in your 

prayers: Karen Schmitz, Dee Plante 

and Family  and all others suffering 

from a loss or illness. 

2023 calendars are located in the church  

entry. Take one home. Thank you Boulger 

Funeral Home!! 



Stewardship Thank you! Ministry Schedule 

Schedule of Events  

December 21 RE Class Jr/SR High Students dinner at 6:15 
December 24 Christmas Eve Mass 4:00 pm 
December 25 No Class 
December 25 Mass at 9:00 am 
December 30 Adoration after 8:00 am Mass 
December 31 Mass 5 pm 
 

December 24th—Christmas Eve 

Lector: Jeff Splichal 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Desiree Fuxa and 
2 volunteers 

Altar Servers: Brianna and Mackenzie Fuxa 

December 25th—Christmas Day 

Hospitality: Joe and Bethany Johnson Family 

Lector: Judy Hively 

EOMHC: Judy Hively, Paul Corcoran, Volunteer 

Altar Servers: Felix, Toby and Zach Johnson 

Adult Envelopes                _           _1,195.00 

Cash Plate     _ _          39.00  

Christmas Flowers_______                 35.00  

Capital Campaign______________ 160.00 

Endowment Fund______________100.00 

Thank you for your support 

Len’s Office hours for Dec 19 to Dec 23 

Wednesday December 19 9 am to noon 

Friday December 23 am 9 am to noon 

Calling all Adult and Jr/SR High Singers 

We will have a choir for the Christmas 
Eve Mass on December 24th. Practice  at 
5:45 on Wednesday  December 21st. Just 
show up if you would like to be part of 
the choir. 

FM Area Advent Reconciliation Services  

Dec. 19—St. Leo’s, Casselton   

Dec. 20—Holy Cross  

Pope Francis’ December Prayer: For Volunteer Not-For-Profit 

Organizations.  

We pray that volunteer Not-For-Profit organizations committed to human 
development find people dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly 
seek out new paths to international cooperation. 

NATIVITY SET 

Are you in need of a nativity set? One has been donated to St 
Maurice to give to a family in need. It will be given to the first 
individual to talk to Len. 

Congratulations to our new Parish Council Members: 

Luke Heil and Joseph Johnson 

Congratulations 

Mike and Jena 

Bjertness on the 

baptism of your 

precious     

daughter        

Ruth Elizabeth. 

Come and spend 

some time with 

Jesus. Friday 

morning after the 

8 am Mass. 

God’s Gift Appeal 2022 update 

Parishioners have contributed $14,426 toward 
the goal of $16,698. Approximately 32% of  St 
Maurice parishioners have contributed 



Catholic Corner 

Joseph’s Mercy & Fidelity 

Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year A) 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: Behold, the virgin shall  
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” When 
Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his 
home. Matthew 1:22–24 

Try to imagine Joseph’s dilemma. He loved Mary, but suddenly she was pregnant. And Joseph knew 
that he was not the father. So his first thought was not to chastise her, question her, or ridicule her. 
Instead, the Gospel says that Joseph was “unwilling to expose her to shame.” This is a beautiful 
statement about the mercy and goodness of Saint Joseph. Instead of being self-concerned, his     
concern was for Mary not to experience shame at this unexpected pregnancy. 

But of course the story goes much further. The angel appeared to Joseph in a dream, explaining to 
him that “it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her” and that this Child 
“will save his people from their sins.” Joseph’s response, as quoted above, was to then do “as the   
angel of the Lord had commanded him” and to take Mary and her new child into his home. There-
fore, this Gospel passage for today reveals to us the mercy of Joseph as well as his fidelity to the will 
of God, no matter what God asked of him. These two qualities will greatly assist our lives, also, if we 
can strive to imitate Saint Joseph.  

First, we all need to have mercy in life. This means that our only interest must be the good of the 
other. Too often when we have conflict in life, or are faced with some unexpected difficulty, we turn 
our eyes in upon ourselves. But a merciful heart never thinks about itself first. Instead, it thinks 
about the other and is fully detached from its own feelings to the point that the merciful soul is able 
to desire mercy for everyone, even those who have hurt it. Of course our Blessed Mother did not do 
anything to hurt Saint Joseph, but before he understood how she became pregnant, he certainly 
would have been tempted to be upset and hurt by her unexpected pregnancy. Thus, in imitation of 
Saint Joseph, we must always seek to have a heart full of mercy. 

Perhaps Saint Joseph’s crowning virtue was his fidelity—not only to his new wife, but also to the will 
of God as it was revealed to Him through the mediation of this angel. And though we do not have 
angels appearing to us in dreams in the same way, we are gifted with the Gospels, the teachings of 
the Church and the lives of the saints to lead us into God’s will. Additionally, when we are truly 
open, God will certainly communicate to us His perfect will for our lives through our prayer and in 
our consciences. Our only duty must be unwavering fidelity to all that God speaks. 

Reflect, today, upon these two virtues of Saint Joseph and consider how well you live them in your 
life. Do you show mercy to all, no matter what? Do you allow yourself to be drawn into the all-
consuming desire to show mercy? If so, then you will also be imitating the virtue of fidelity to the 
will of God. God’s will is mercy itself. This is Who He is. Mercy must permeate our lives always.  

My most merciful Jesus, You inspired Saint Joseph to be compassionate to Your dear mother at the 

time of great confusion over her pregnancy. Help me to imitate the mercy and goodness of Saint 

Joseph by never judging and by growing in a desire for mercy for all people, including those who 

have hurt me. May I do this in complete fidelity to Your most holy will. Jesus, I trust in You. 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%201.22%E2%80%9324


Outside Our Parish 

Has your contact information changed? If so, please let Len know, so we can update our 
software. 

Anointing of the Sick 

Are you having surgery, or have an ongoing ailment. If yes, ask Father Goodwin if you would  
benefit from the Anointing of the sick.  

In the Church's Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick, through the ministry of the priest, it 
is Jesus who touches the sick to heal them from sin – and sometimes even from   
physical ailment. His cures were signs of the arrival of the Kingdom of God. The core 
message of his healing tells us of his plan to conquer sin and death by his dying and 
rising. The Rite of Anointing tells us there is no need to wait until a person is at the 
point of death to receive the Sacrament. A careful judgment about the serious nature 
of the illness is sufficient. When the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is given, the 
hoped-for effect is that, if it be God's will, the person be physically healed of illness. 
But even if there is no physical healing, the primary effect of the Sacrament is a      
spiritual healing by which the sick person receives the Holy Spirit's gift of peace and 
courage to deal with the difficulties that accompany serious illness or the frailty of old 
age.                        United States Catholic Catechism for Adults  

The Kindred Area Ministerial Association is taking contributions of  non-perishable goods to 
the Kindred food pantry. Items can be dropped off  in the basket in the entry under the tv      
monitor. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter is offering an in-person Weekend on January  

13-15, 2023 in Medora, and March 17-19 in East Grand Forks  These weekends 

are private and allow couples to focus just on each  other. A communication 

tool is taught to help spouses get to know themselves better and to grow deep-

er in their married relationships. Live your best life in love!  For more infor-

mation, call Rob & Angie at (701) 347-1998 or apply at ndwwme.org.  

 Please turn in your time and talent sheets if you have not done so. 

Sign up sheets will be in the front entry, the beginning of January for our Mardi Gras dinner 

on Sunday Feb 19th. Start thinking of how you would like to help. The raffle tickets will be 

available the first week in January as well. 

https://www.usccb.org/flipbooks/uscca/#276
http://ndwwme.org/

