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November 2, 2022

Dear St. William the Abbot Families,

On this All Souls’ Day, we remember all those who have gone before us,
marked with the Sign of the Cross. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and
may perpetual light shine upon them. May the souls of all the faithful
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Yesterday’s All Saints’ Day Mass and Parade was simply wonderful! It was
such an uplifting experience to see our K-3 students sharing their
excitement about the Saints they chose to represent, and to see a packed
house in the Church. To those of a certain age (like me), it was a reminder of
younger days when standing room only in churches was the norm!  

Speaking of standing room only, we are hoping that’s the case on Sunday,
November 20th when we recognize and honor former SWS Principal Anna
Guardino for her 24 (!) years of service to SWS. We will begin the celebration
with Mass, and will then officially dedicate the front circle of the school,
which will forever more be known as “Guardino Way.” Please see the
enclosed invitation in this edition of the Weekly Envelope for details. Hope
to see you there!

Our Thanksgiving Pie Fundraiser is drawing to a close! Please order your
Thanksgiving goodies before next Wednesday, November 9th. The order
form is included below. Don’t miss out!

Last week’s Halloween Dance for grades 3-5 was a smashing success! The
students had a wonderful time in this newest SWS tradition. Very special
thanks to the HSA, Mrs. Moccia, and all the volunteers who helped to make
the evening a wonderful time for our students!

Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
 and whoever sows bountifully will also reap

bountifully. 
~2 Corinthians 9:6
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The Trunk or Treat event was also another amazing event, with perfect weather to help make the day
even better! Thank you to all who so spookily decorated their cars, to the HSA, and to Mrs. Gorlesky for
the impeccable planning. We are blessed to have such a caring and generous community in which our
children thrive! I am most grateful!

The November “Partners in Faith” newsletter is enclosed, with a special addendum on various Saints.
Please utilize this great resource as a conversation starter with your child on the beauty of our Catholic
faith and the holy men and women who we revere as Saints. 

Our 8th graders are taking the TACHS exam this Saturday for entrance into the Catholic High School
system. Please pray for their success on the exam!

Finally, after meeting with Mr. Buzzi this morning, please know that he is taking a leave of absence from
teaching for personal reasons. We will, of course, be looking for a teacher of Spanish to fill in, and I will
keep you apprised. We keep Mr. Buzzi in our prayers.

Peace,
Mrs. Bricker
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Encourage saints as heroes

Helping our children grow in their Catholic faith. November 2022

   The Third Commandment is 
“Keep holy the Sabbath,” and 
attending Sunday Mass is our 
Catholic response.
   However, we aren’t just 
to attend Mass; we are 
to assist. By doing 
so, we prove that we 
belong to Christ and are 

you a chance to explain how to 
choose role models.  
   Draw comparisons. Few 

compliments are more powerful 
than being positively 

compared to your hero. 
When children 
demonstrate a virtue for 
which their saint is 
known, point it out! 
“You were generous like 
St. Elizabeth of 
Hungary,” or “Good 
job studying for your 
spelling test – just like 
St. Thomas Aquinas.”
   Seek their advice. 
Many saints wrote 
about conquering 
problems we also face, 
such as uninspired 
prayer life, unpleasant 

work, or temptation. Remind 
youngsters that the saints struggled, 
too, but didn’t give up. Encourage 
them to think, “What would a saint 
do?”
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Why are Catholics required 
to attend Mass on Sunday?

Happy New Year!
  Each year the Church 
begins a new liturgical 
year on the Sunday 
closest to the feast of 
the Apostle Andrew 
(November 30). This 
year the �rst Sunday of 
Advent is November 
27. We begin Year A in
the liturgical cycle. Celebrate by
lighting the �rst candle in your
Advent wreath.

Pick a cause
   Prayer isn’t the only thing we can 
do to make the world better; it’s the 
best thing we can do. Try this: 
Choose an event from the news that 
brings concern to your family. Then 
�nd a saint devoted to that cause.
For example, St. Vincent Ferrer – the
patron of reconciliation – ask him
to intervene to end the con�ict
between Russia and Ukraine.

   “Immorality or any impurity or greed 
must not even be 
mentioned among 
you, as is �tting 
among holy ones, 
no obscenity or 
silly or suggestive 
talk, which is out 
of place, but 
instead, 
thanksgiving” 
(Ephesians 
5:3-4).

faithful to Him and His Church. We 
also “give witness to…(our) 
communion in faith and charity… 

testify to God’s holiness and our 
hope in salvation, [and] 

strengthen one another under 
the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit.” (Catechism of the 

Catholic Church, 2182)

   Children learn by imitation. However, 
many values presented by today’s 
celebrities won’t lead to holiness or 
happiness. Instead, introduce youngsters 
to true heroes – the saints. 
   The saints were real people. 
Living a saintly life is not all 
haloes and holy cards. Some 
saints had chaotic home 
lives, worked dif�cult jobs, 
and others were known for 
their tempers. Make a 
point of reading books 
or watching movies 
about your children’s 
“birthday” saints, or 
those who share their 
interests in art, sports, 
and hobbies, for 
example. Help saints 
come alive.
   Share your favorites. 
Are there saints or holy people to whom 
you’re especially drawn? Whether 
famous or lesser-known, tell your 
children about them and what you 
admire in them. Sharing heroes gives 

Seaford, NY
St. William the Abbot Catholic School
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   In November we celebrate the saints on 
All Saints Day (November 1) and pray for 
our loved ones and those in Purgatory on 
All Souls Day (November 2). 
   November 4 – St. Charles Borromeo 
(1584). After earning doctorates in civil 
and canon law by the age of 21, he was 
called to Rome to be cardinal and bishop 
of Milan.
   November 20 – Solemnity of Christ the 
King. God promised His people a king 
who would triumph over their enemies. 
Jesus is our King. In Baptism and 

Con�rmation, we are brought under 
His kingship.
   November 22 – St. Cecilia (230). A 
native of Rome, St. Cecilia was forced to 
marry although she wanted to consecrate 
herself to God. She converted her 
husband, and both were martyred for their 
faith.
   November 27 – First Sunday 
in Advent. During this 
season, we anticipate 
Christ’s birth and his 
coming on the last day. 
Catholics around the 
world light candles in an 
Advent wreath to signal the 
coming of the light of Christ. 

   The Advent wreath is one of the most popular devotions of 
the season. It is a symbol of our watchful wait for 
the Savior. Here’s how to make your own.
   Supplies: Styrofoam ring, markers, evergreen 
branches that you buy or gather, wire or twist 
ties, three violet (purple) candles, one rose 
(pink) candle.
   Directions: On the Styrofoam ring, mark four 
“Xs” equal distances apart where the candles will sit. 
Press a candle into the ring at each “X” to make an 
indentation. (Don’t leave the candles in place yet.)

   Wrap the evergreen branches around the ring to cover it 
completely. Secure the greens with wire or twist ties. Place the 

candles in the indentations you created. Add 
ribbons or pine cones and decorate as you 
choose.

   The three violet candles represent 
preparation, and are lit during the 1st, 2nd, 

and 4th weeks of Advent. The rose candle, lit 
during the 3rd week, is a reminder to rejoice.

   Light a candle each night during Advent and 
offer prayers of hope and thanksgiving.

   Losing my father last year was hard. 
So when All Soul’s Day came, we 
headed for Sacred Heart Cemetery, 
where he is buried.

   Dad’s headstone 
had just been 
installed so we 
prayed in front of 
it. Then we got to 
work clearing 
away leaves and 
planted the 

mums I brought. Kara said that we 
made Dad’s grave look like he was 
loved.
   Before we left, Tessa looked around 
at the neighboring sites and noticed 
some hadn’t been visited in a while. 
So we cleaned up those graves, too. 
Tessa picked wild �owers for the 
graves. As we worked, we read each 
person’s name off the headstone and 
prayed for him or her.
   When we �nished, Kara asked if I 
thought Grandpa was watching. I said 
I was sure that Grandpa was standing 
by our Lord’s side telling Him all 
about his wonderful granddaughters. 
That idea made us all feel better.

An illuminating tradition

Confession together. Make a 
concerted effort to be 

considerate of each other, 
do assigned chores, 
show extra patience. 
Then, light the Advent 
wreath and pray 
together each night 
during the season. 
Either come up with 

your own prayer service, 
or pray a family Rosary.

   Finally, savor the Bible story of 
Jesus’ coming. Marvel over the 
Annunciation. Exclaim over the 
Visitation. Celebrate the Birth. When 
Christmas �nally arrives, the whole 
family will share in its wonder and 
excitement together.

   We know Jesus came more than 2,000 
years ago and we will celebrate that 
arrival next month during the 
Christmas season. What we don’t 
know, and must be ready for, is 
when He will come again. In this 
reading, He urges all his 
followers to be ready for 
whenever He comes 
again. That is what 
Advent is all about: 
anticipating our Lord, 
wondering at the 
mystery of His coming, and marveling 
at the light of his glory when He 
arrives.
   What can a parent do? Help your 
family prepare for Jesus. Start by 
resolving as a family to avoid sin. Go to 

Matthew 24:37-44, 
Be prepared.







SUNDAYFAMILY

WE'LL BE MAKING THANKSGIVINGWE'LL BE MAKING THANKSGIVING
CARDS AND CRAFTS FOR OUR PARISHCARDS AND CRAFTS FOR OUR PARISH

HOMEBOUND, VETERANS, RETIREDHOMEBOUND, VETERANS, RETIRED
RELIGIOUS, AND SEMINARIANSRELIGIOUS, AND SEMINARIANS



THANKSGIVING PIE & BREAD FUNDRAISER 
St. William the Abbot Roman Catholic School HSA 

Featuring some of the Best Pies in America, Delicious Breads, 
Unique Cookie Pies & More from White Post Farms Bakery 

Baked goods will be available for pickup in St. William’s Church Abbey on Tuesday, November 22nd from 12pm to 6pm 
Please send the completed order form and check in a sealed envelope labeled “SWS Thanksgiving Pie Sale” to the main office. 

Please make checks payable to St. William the Abbot HSA.  Orders must be submitted no later than Wednesday, November 9th. 
Please contact Renee Frawley at stwilliampiesale@gmail.com with any questions. 

Name: Phone: Email: 

Classic Pies (42 oz) Jumbo Breads (24 oz) 
Item Price Qty Total Item Price Qty Total 
Apple $25 Banana $15 
Apple Crumb $27 Banana Nut $15 
Blueberry $25 Banana Dark Chocolate $15 
Blueberry Crumb $27 Banana Campfire S’mores $15 
Pecan $25 Hot Chocolate & Oreo Cookie $15 
Dark Chocolate Pecan $27 Pumpkin $15 
Peach $25 Pumpkin Dark Chocolate $15 
Pumpkin $25 Apple Crumb $15 
Apple Rhubarb & Berries $25 Zucchini $15 

Zucchini Nut $15 
Cookie Towers (12 oz) Zucchini Dark Chocolate $15 

Chocolate Chip $8 
Double Chocolate Chip $8 Cookie Pies (42 oz) 
Oatmeal Raisin $8 Rainbow Cookie $28 
M&M’s $8 Chocolate Chip $28 

M&M’s $28 
Soups & Dips (1 qt all soups) 

Butternut Squash & Apple Soup $15 Gluten Free Options (12 oz) 
Country Chicken Tortellini Soup $15 GF Banana Bread $11 
Broccoli Cheddar Soup $15 GF Banana Nut Bread $11 
Tomato Cheddar Soup $15 GF Banana Dark Chocolate Bread $11 
Creamy Spinach Dip (16 oz) $12 GF Zucchini Bread $11 
** Soups arrive frozen ** GF Chocolate Chip Cookies $8 

Social Ministry 
Donate an Apple Pie to the St. William’s Social Ministry for distribution to parishioners in need $25 

Total # of Items Ordered: Total $ of Items Ordered: $ 



H A R V E S TH A R V E S T
D A N C ED A N C E

J O I N U S F O R

6th, 7th and 8th
graders

 SWS GYM

November 10th, 2022
7-9 pm

Please complete
permission slip
and return to

school by
November 3rd



Harvest Dance
Dear 6th, 7th and 8th Grade Parents:

The Harvest Dance will be held on Thursday, November 10th from 7:00 – 9:00 pm.
The Home School Association will provide the refreshments, entrance fee and DJ. Attire for
the dance is dress up, please consult the handbook for the appropriate dress code (this
includes, no jeans with holes or leggings). If your child is absent from school or leaves
early on November 10th, they will not be permitted to attend the dance.

Please fill out and sign the bottom half of this permission slip and volunteer form and
return it to your child’s homeroom teacher by November 3rd.

Chaperones are chosen by lottery and will be notified by Friday, November 4th.
We hope you have a great time at the dance!!!

Thank you,
The Home School Association
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

**THIS IS A PERMISSION SLIP AND VOLUNTEER FORM**

I give my child permission to attend the Harvest Dance.

CHILD’S NAME:_______________________________________________________________________________

CLASS:___________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Yes I would like to Chaperone________No I would not like to Chaperone_________

Parent Signature:_____________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________________



St. William the Abbot Middle School Sports NEWS

Fall sports going into November strong!

Cross Country completed their season competing well and learning a lot. They competed
in some tough weather and never gave up. Congratulations to Paul Casey, James Holian,
Jack Falsetta, Mark Impemba, Patrick West, John Nicol, Joseph Cronin, Julianna Falsetta,
Jenna Caniano, Angelina Gonzalez, and Sophia Kessler on a great season. Special thanks
to our cross-country coaches Jackie Nicol, Lara Caniano, and Christina Cedrone for
coaching our kids and traveling to the meets. Great Job!

Girls' Soccer is currently undefeated at 4-0. After a rain-suspended game against St.
Agnes, the girls came out ready to play their first full game. On Monday, 10/24, they
traveled to Manhasset to play St. Mary’s. Goaltender, Sara Macomber, is continuing her
strong season and the team won 9-1. The game was led by great defensive play from
Olivia Jorgensen and Quinlan Damato who gave St Mary’s very few opportunities. 
 Quinlan Damato led goal-scoring with the hat trick along with two from Elizabeth Daly
and goals by Lillian Miller, Molly Murray, Chloe Cady, and Marissa Dukiet to seal a strong
victory. On Wednesday 10/16, they played a hard-fought home game that resulted in a 
 shutout victory over St. Martins de Porres. The girls picked up right where they left off,
with strong goaltending by Sara Macomber achieving her first shutout of the season.
Strong defense again by Olivia Jorgensen and Beau Davi helped secure the shutout. Goal
scoring came from several girls, Bianca Milevoj started us off followed by Chloe Cady
with 2 goals and Beau Davi. Great wins by all the girls, keep it up! They will be playing for
sole possession of first place today!

Girls' Volleyball is currently 7-1 and the season is strong. They traveled to St. Agnes on
Monday 10/24 and had a convincing 3 set to none victory with a short bench. The next
day they played a home match against Our Lady of Peace and came away with another 3
set to none victory. Great play by all the girls, they are continuing to dominate. Their
practice is paying off!  

Club Volleyball will begin tomorrow, 11/3. Any girls interested in 6th to 8th grade come
watch our team tomorrow at 4 and practice will follow. This will last approximately 4
weeks with 3-4 games and practices. This will be great for some of our beginners.

Come out and support our teams! 

The next home Volleyball is on Thursday 11/3 at 4pm in the gym.
The next home Soccer game is on Wednesday 11/2 at Anchor Park. 
GIRLS' AND BOYS' BASKETBALL TRYOUTS COMING SOON DETAILS TO FOLLOW

LET'S GO WOLVES!



GIRLS' CLUB
VOLLEYBALL
NOV. 3
4 PM

WHO:   6TH,  7TH,  & 8TH GRADE GIRLS

WHEN:  TUESDAYS,  THURSDAYS,  & SOME SATURDAYS

 3 -  4 GAMES PER WEEK

    3  -  4 WEEKS

WHERE:  SWS GYM



WORLD'S FINEST CHOCOLATE FUNDRAISER
 We have reached the final week of our Chocolate Fundraiser. 

 Thank you to everyone who has participated. 

If you have not sent in your chocolate money yet, please return it

to the office by Thursday, November 3, 2022. 

If you would like an additional box(es) of chocolate, please

return this form to the main office c/o Bernadette Devlin.

I would like _________extra boxes of chocolate ($60 per box)

Name ________________________________________________

Oldest child’s class__________________

Sell 4 or more boxes to earn a 

GYM UNIFORM NUT CARD

PLEASE NOTE WE WILL BE UNABLE TO TAKE
BACK ANY CHOCOLATE SENT HOME.



Your child will be creating cherished drawings in art 
class.  
You will be able to purchase their art on a special 
keepsake. 
Catalogs will be sent home in November and items 
will arrive to your doorstep before Christmas. 
We hope everyone participates in this wonderful 
school fundraiser! 
Please email Mrs. Calcano if you have any 
questions.
pcalcano5651@stwilliamtheabbot.net
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