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State Deputy’s Message 

Jake Werner 

Brother Knights, 
 
Time has literally flown by, it’s hard to 
imagine that we’re about to begin a new 
church year and that a new Advent Sea-
son is upon us.   
 
Our Venerable founder, Father Michael J. 
McGivney, provided for our continual 
formation through the daily living of the 
principles of fraternalism: charity, unity, 
fraternity and patriotism. As Knights, we are called to model 
these principles in our everyday lives. These principles are the 
basis of our good works and, more importantly, the foundation 
of our relationships. These Catholic principles are what attract 
other Catholic men to join our Order.   
 
I encourage every North Dakota Knight of Columbus to offer 
the gift of membership to a Catholic man.  To assist you, the 
Supreme Council of the Knights of Columbus has provided us 
with a “new” membership tool, the Delta Church Drive Kit.  I 
know that church drives are often done in October, but this new 
tool, when implemented, is something that all of our councils 
can benefit from. The kit is FREE and offered in both English 
and Spanish, so please order one soon, and schedule a church 
drive.   
 
 

 Equally attractive to Catholic men are our Order’s Faith in Ac-
tion Programs.  Young men seek programs that call them to be 
part of something greater than themselves. These programs are 
designed to attract and involve members and their families by 
providing an opportunity to participate in activities that increase 
faith, strengthen parishes, and grow our Order.   
 
With eight months left in our fraternal year, now is the time for 
us to readjust our game plan, catch our stride, and finish strong!  
The start of the year is history now, but it’s how we finish the 
game that counts. I’m confident that with the time we have re-
maining in this fraternal year, we will successfully attract and 
recruit new brother Knights and continue our mission to serve 
our church.  
 
Deb and I wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas, 
and we pray that the peace and blessings of the Christ Child 
will be with you and your families throughout the Advent and 
Christmas Season.   
 
Vivat Jesus! 
Jake Werner                                                                                                                              
State Deputy 
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“WHO IS YOUR KING?” - State Chaplain Message -  

 

Fr. Wilhelm 

While spiritually meditating on the   
Solemnity of Christ the King 2019, 
what came to my heart was:  "WHO IS 
YOUR KING?" That is a profound 
question. "Who is your King?" or I 
could rephrase it, "WHAT is your 
King?" 
 
I try to get my Christmas reflection  out 
at the start of Advent in hopes to offer some spiritual mo-
tivation for all of us to take the time during Advent to 
truly prepare our hearts for the  celebration of Christ first 
coming. 

As we prepare for the many details of Christmas, I pray 
that we all take the necessary time and reflection of the 
true meaning of Christmas and put forth every effort to 
show extra kindness, generosity and love ~ in the Spirit 
of Christmas. A special  Novena prayer to Christ the 
King says, "As I reflect on Your second, glorious coming 
and the judgment of all mankind, I beg You to show me 
mercy and give me the grace to become a great saint. I 
pray that not only will I spend and eternity with You, but 
that You may use me - a sinner - to bring others into the 
Kingdom of Your glory." 
 
Reflecting on the last year, I celebrated my 25th Anniver-
sary to the priesthood! I find great joy and love in my 
priesthood.   Although there are difficult times like every-
one's lives, single, married, families. We all experience 
the highs and lows of Life. We are very with our mem-
bership in the Knights of Columbus!  Your membership 
should help you in the spiritual life to be a person      
wonderfully alive in your parish!  I feel great pride for 
our Catholic school system in the Dioceses of Bismarck 
and Fargo.  This is another place we should be actively 
supporting and to be thankful for. 
 
My heart has been troubled with the ways of the world 
and the changes brought about within our culture. The 
Church is under attack with liberalism and indifference, 
across the nation and within our own community. I am 
sad to see in our  parishes:  Mass attendance down,     
offertory collections down, Religious Education          
attendance is severely lacking. It breaks my heart.  "Who 
is Your King?" Our prayer needs to be that we do not 
become indifferent because of the world, we need to be  
 
     
 

 
the positive change and make the difference. We are called 
to be the hands and feet of Christ. We are all called to be 
great saints. All of us! 
 
2020 will surely bring incredible things to our lives. It will 
also be a year of another political firestorm. I hear people 
very   passionate about politics. Oh, how I pray we were 
equally on fire for the Lord and our beautiful Catholic 
faith! We cannot let the indifference of the world; the sin 
of a particular priest or another person to keep us away 
from Christ and His Church. If you are feeling indiffer-
ence and a lack of love or fervor for your faith, it is the 
personal friendship with Jesus that is  missing! If we don't 
spend time with Him, how can we love Him? Jesus is   
forever WAITING for us to come to Him. Are we longing 
and waiting for Him? "Who is Your King?" 
 
Christmas is a time for new beginnings, it is time for us to 
also become renewed and refreshed in the peace and love 
of Christ. Advent is all about HOPE. PEACE. JOY. 
LOVE.  My prayer this Advent is that we are all filled 
with God's grace to begin every day again, and again, and 
again ~ with renewed faith and vigor for the Lord and His 
work. Don't give up. Never give up. 
 
May this Advent be the Advent that changes your life. Je-
sus is coming into the world with great grace in this sea-
son; let our hearts be ready and eager to greet Him! May 
Christ Our King be Forever Praised! 
 
In the Hearts of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, 
 

 
Fr. Chad Wilhelm 
State Chaplain 

“WHO IS YOUR KING?”  

 

Jesus is forever WAITING 

for us to come to Him. 

Are we longing and   

waiting for Him?         

Who is Your King?" 



Glenn Wagner 
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Brother Knights and all, 
 Not sure what to get him for Christmas. 
The fourth-degree uniform is now made 
in America and at a reduced rate of 
$450.00. TSR will be the new supplier 
and they can be reached at 
www.supplyroom.com or 800-458-5180. 
They will start taking orders by December 
1st and I am sure that Supreme will have a 
link to their site from the Supreme site. 
 
With that, as the Christmas season comes 
upon us, I urge all Sir Knights to get in-
volved with Honor Guards in your Parish 
and make your Parish Priest proud to have 
an assembly that supports him. 
 
As I write this article, I have been asked to take part in the 
Honor Guard for the Ordination of one of North Dakota’s 
Priest, Msgr. Austin Vetter to become Bishop of the Diocese of 
Helena MT. It will be an honor for me to serve in the Honor 
Guard for his Ordination. This will give me the opportunity to 
be involved in two Ordinations of Bishops, the first being Bish-
op John Folda of the Diocese of Fargo ND and secondly a 
Priest out of the Bismarck ND Diocese, transferring to Helena 
MT,  Bishop Austin Vetter. 
 

Religiously Devoted and Patriotically Proud 
Glenn Wagner 
VSM of DeSmet Province 

 

Message from Fourth Degree 

Vice Supreme Master The Father McGivney Guild was estab-
lished in 1997 to gather and disseminate     
information on the life and legacy of 
Father Michael J. McGivney, the found-
er of the Knights of Columbus in 1882.  
Pope Benedict XVI approved a decree in 
2008 in  recognizance of this exemplary 
priest and his accomplishments, which 
advance the cause of sainthood and the 
distinction of being called a “Venerable 
Servant of God”.   
  

Membership in the Guild is free and is open to all individuals 
and households. Knights of Columbus members are not auto-
matically members, as they must elect to do so. We are all 
invited to become members of the Guild and participate in 
promoting devotion to this “Servant of God”. Membership in 
the Guild has many benefits. All Guild members are enrolled 
in a weekly mass, receive a bimonthly newsletter, except 
July and August, with periodic updates on the progress of the 
cause for canonization. 
 
I would ask each District Deputy and Grand Knight when 
attending an exemplification to ensure that each member 
present is a member of the Guild and if not, present them as 
well as any new member with the registration paperwork to 
sign on at this time. 
   
Joining is easy. Just send me your name (and your wife’s) and 
address to my mailing address or email address as noted below. 
In addition, you can call me at 701-775-5918 and I will take care 
of this for you. If you prefer and have access to the internet, key 
in fathermcgivney.org and then click on “Register to join the 
Guild.” Click on “Join the Guild” and fill in your name and ad-
dress. If you need any further information, please  call me. 
  
Father Michael J. McGivney Guild Chairman  
Lawrence R. Lewandowski 

Father McGivney Guild 

 

Larry Lewandowski 

Brian Dukart 

Brother Knights, 

 

Where has the year gone?  We’re already halfway through our fraternal year and it seems like it just began 

yesterday.  What has your council done so far in terms of membership and programs? Has your council   

recruited at least one new member? How many programs has your council completed?  

 

During this Christmas season, the Faith in Action programs have a lot of meaning–for example, Helping 

Hands. This is the time of year that our communities need our Helping Hands the most.  Not only with the 

colder weather, but also for families who may struggle to have a Christmas dinner or gifts for their children.  

I encourage all Brother Knights to reach out to your local food pantries, soup kitchens, churches and organi-

zations such as the St. Vincent DePaul Society that are looking for donations. Give both treasure and time from the heart to 

support those  facing hardships. This is the core of what it means to be a Knight: Help those in need.   

 

On behalf of my wife Rebeca and my family, I would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and Blessed New Year! 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Brian Dukart, State Warden 

 

Looking Back at the 2019 Fraternal Year 

http://www.supplyroom.com
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Brian Kingsley 

Marion Icon Program 
The Supreme Council changes the      
traveling Marion Icon every two or three 
years.  North Dakota receives two icons.  
One travels to Councils on the east side 
of the state while the other travels the 
west side.  
 
This is the second year for the “Our La-
dy Help of Persecuted Christians” icon.  
The Supreme Council commissioned 
Italian artist Fabrizio Diomedi to create 
the icon.  It shows Mary with Jesus in front of her as she 
spreads her   mantle to protect the Christians below her.  In 
addition to the prayer program that accompanies the icons, 
Supreme        recommends a fundraiser after the service so 
that you can participate in the Christian Refugee Relief Pro-
gram.   
 
Donations can be made through Knights of Columbus    Char-
ities at www.christiansatrisk.org.  Check with your Grand 
Knight to find out when an icon will be making its way to 
your Council. 

 

Refund Support Vocations (RSVP) 
Thank you for your continuous and      
generous support of  seminarians. During 
the 2018-2019 fraternal year we donated 
$57,500 to our seminarians through the 
Supreme Council Refund Support Voca-
tions Program (RSVP).  Remember, to 
receive credit and your $100 refund you 
must report your RSVP donations to    
Supreme using the RSVP form 2863.  It is 
available at nd‑kofc.org in the downloads 
section. Additionally, a copy needs to be sent to me so that 
the State Council can track your donations. We have had a 
very slow start this year.  Please consider making a donation 
as soon as funds are available rather waiting and making 
multiple donations later in the year.  If you aren’t sure who 
the current seminarians are in your diocese, lists with current 
mailing addresses can be found on the state KC website in 
the downloads section.  If you need help finding   infor-
mation on the website or    filling out the form feel free to 
give me call. 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
Joel Emter 
Faith Activities Chairman 
 

Joel Emter 

Message from State Program Director 

Merry Christmas! As we enjoy this Ad-
vent season, let’s take time to remember 
the reason for the season. Jesus is the 
reason! We get wrapped up in all the 
events, breakfasts, fundraisers, activities 
with families, but let’s take time to real-
ly enjoy this time with prayer and re-
flection. 
 
RSVP scholarships are a great way to 
celebrate the season and donate to our 

seminarians. Don’t forget to send your dollar amounts to Joel 
so we can track the gifts you give. They can be sent anytime 
throughout the year. 
 
As we are almost 6 months into the year, its time to start 
working on and completing your State Service Awards. This 
is a great way to show your councils hard work for the pro-
grams that are completed in your communities and parishes. 
You can complete the form online, print it off, and send your 
supporting documents to the State Program Director. Please 
consider taking the time to submit one or two. The state of 
North Dakota is proud of the hard work our councils do 
across the state, so let’s show it off! 

 March is going to be a busy month. There are a lot of dead-
lines for March 1st. Family of the year and Knight of the Year 
applications are due. We all have great knights and families 
that deserve these awards. Take the time and submit one 
from your council. The Youth Essay, Culture of Life, and 
Scholarships are due. Please reach out the parish youth direc-
tors, schools and communities to help promote these youth 
events. 
 
Our regional and district tours are wrapping up and we heard 
some confusion around monthly reporting and Faith in     
Action reporting. The Faith in Action Supreme form is for 
the council to complete during the activity, that way you can 
keep track of hours, dollars, and details about the event. This 
will help you complete the SP-7 and Fraternal survey. The 
Monthly report for the state is reporting the actual activity 
itself that is completed each month. If there are every any 
questions, please call or email me. 
 
Merry Christmas! 
Brian Kingsley 
State Program Director 

Icon and RSVP Message from Faith Activities Chairman 

 



 

Brian Heger 

Message from State Program Director 

Remember to email a copy/photo of the form 100 to   
Supreme,  myself and your Insurance 
agent for every new or reactivated 
member you recruit. 
 
Great job to those Councils that have 
already recruited new members this 
year!  Keep up the great work! You 
new members will Thank you for the 
opportunity to grow in their Faith, 
Family, and Community through the 
Knights of Columbus. 
 
Get your admission degree scheduled! We all need to 
grow our Knights of Columbus family! 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Brian Heger 
State Membership Director 
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Dean Bittner 

Brother Knights, 
 
What a perfect way to celebrate our 
Savior's birth by giving the gift of     
membership in our cherished order 
this Holy Season. As we Keep Christ 
in Christmas, be especially aware of 
Catholic gentlemen who would  ben-
efit by becoming Brother Knights.  
 
Our ceremonial schedule is off to an 
awesome start and we still have many 
opportunities to grow our order in 
this second half of the year.  

 

We are always willing to help with schedule changes that 
benefit the local councils and  members.  
 
A big thank you to the degree teams who have been   flex-
ible with these date changes. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please let me 
know, we are here to help! 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
Dean Bittner 
Ceremonial Chairman 
dean.f.bittner@gmail.com 

Message from State Ceremonial Chairman 

CEREMONIAL SCHEDULE 2019-2020 FORMATION DEGREE  

January 11  West Fargo 
January 11  Devils Lake  
January 12  Jamestown  
 

March 1  Mandan 
March 7  Wahpeton 
March 8  Bismarck 
March 15  Fargo 

February 8  Belfield 
February 8  Langdon 
February 8  Grand Forks 

April 11  Minot 

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL 

Hello Brother Knights, 
 
Hope this article finds you doing well now that the busy 
summer and fall activities are behind us.  Has your   
Council scheduled an Admission and/or Major degree to 
give other Catholic gentleman in your parish the         
opportunity to grow in their faith, fellowship, and more 
with the Faith in Action programs? 
 
We all need more Knights to help us with our current  
activities and keep our Councils growing. Let's all get 
into the Game! 
 
The incentives this year include a nice ND KofC tumbler 
for recruiting 1 new member, a very cool ND KofC     
umbrella for recruiting 2 new members, and an  awesome 
ND KofC stadium seat for recruiting 3 new               
members.  You can keep the items for yourself or gift 
them to your new member as a welcome gift! 
 
 

mailto:dean.f.bittner@gmail.com
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Members from Assemblies 788 and 3589 Honor Guard partici-
pated at the St. Padre Pio's public veneration. L-R:  Mike 
Stenburg, Raymond Heick, SMD Brian Heger, CCC Jeff Pegg. 
Not picured:  Murray Nelson, John Smith 
 

Relics of St. Padre Pio were available for public veneration on 
October 23 at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Fargo. A mass in honor of 
St. Pio was celebrated by Bishop John Folda. Padre Pio bore the 
same wounds as Christ did in his hands, feet, and side.  From 
1918 until just before his death in 1968, he experienced the stig-
mata. He was canonized (2002) by Pope John Paul II.  

Pictured are the Fourth Degree Knights who gathered to    
welcome the veterans home.  
Back (L to R):  Shawn Tennyson, Chad Engels, Murray Nel-
sen, Faithful Navigator Glen Krogman. Front (L to R):  SMD 
Brian Heger, CCC Jeff Pegg, Raymond Heick, Kevin Hengel. 
Not pictured:  John Smith and Kevin Cowles. 

Members from Fargo Assembly 788 and West Fargo Assembly 
3589 participated at the Honor Flight stand held on Monday, Oct 
21, 2019.  
  
Veterans Honor Fight of North Dakota/Minnesota is a non-profit 
organization created solely to honor America's Veterans for all 
their sacrifices. Top priority is given to the senior Veterans - 
World War II and Korean War Veterans - along with other     
Veterans who may be terminally ill.  Flights occur in the spring 
and fall of each year pending fundraising. 
 
They fly Veterans to Washington, DC on a Sunday morning 
where they tour all the sites and return  on Monday night, all at 
no cost to the veterans.  
 
A huge welcome home gathering is held at the airport where the 
veterans are greeted with a band, family members and 
organizations such as VFW, American Legion, and 4th Degree 
Knights of  Columbus. 
 
They have a huge welcome home gathering at the Airport for 
them - VFW  - Legion - 4th Degree - etc members there, bands 
and lots of family.  

Veterans Honor Flight 

Thirst Conference 

4th Degree Knights that helped at the Thirst Conference in 
Bismarck. 

District Master's from the DeSmet Province, Vice Supreme 
Master Glenn Wagner, Fr. Ed and Deacon together at a   
meeting in Rapid  City. 

DeSmet Province  

St. Padre Pio Relic 

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
We receives the mailing labels for       
Discover from the Knights of Columbus 
Supreme Office; therefore if you have a 
change of  address you need to contact 
your council’s Financial Secretary so that 
he can report your address change to the 
Supreme Office. 
Financial Secretaries, if your Council 
Chaplain has been assigned to a new 
parish, please update his address. 

http://www.coraevans.com/blog/article/15-awesome-facts-about-the-franciscan-order
http://www.coraevans.com/blog/article/15-awesome-facts-about-the-franciscan-order
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Back row (L-R):  Brian Heger, State Membership Chair, Aubrey Dahlen (13), West 
Fargo, Alexis Janssen (14), West Fargo, Mitchell Janssen (14), West Fargo, Logan 
Heger, Score taker. Front row (L-R):  Danica Clasen (11), Horace, Jaden Melendez 
(9), Fargo, Andrew Sykora (11), Valley City, Chase Coghlan (9), Valley City 
Not pictured but a winner:  Sawyer Heger (12), West Fargo. 

Cary Reindel, Fran Martin and Deran Lefor 
preparing the meal for the picnic. 

2019 Knights of Columbus State Soccer Champs 

 
The Napoleon Knights of         
Columbus Council, #4496 served 
walking tacos during the          
Napoleon Alumni Day held in 
Napoleon on August 3. 
Assisting with the serving were 
Kyle Haas, Deacon Riley and 
Grand Knight Jack Horner. 

Napoleon Council 4496 

Regional  meeting in Dickinson  

Attendees at the regional meeting in Bismarck 

Dodgeball Tournament  
Lefor Council 5477  

Father Gary contemplating his next move . 

First and second place gather for a tourna-
ment photo. Father Gary vows revenge for 
next years tournament. 

On Sunday, Sept. 15, Council 11930's flag 

pole project was dedicated by Father Paul 

Duchschere at Sts. Anne & Joachim 

Church in Fargo. An honor guard from 

Assembly 788 and Jens Nelson, designer of 

the landscaping for his Eagle Scout      

project,  were also in attendance. 

Flag Pole Project 

Statewide Regional Meetings 
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Council 6570 Nativity, led by Grand Knight Michael Langseth, held their annual Sportsman Raffle on    
September 28th at the Speedway Event Center in West Fargo. The raffle featured firearms, wildlife prints 
and gift baskets. The council was able to donate $5,000 to the Fargo VA for Suicide Prevention, $1,000 to 
Habitat for Humanity and $1,000 to the Lisbon VA from the proceeds.  

Fargo Nativity Council 6570 Annual Sportsman Raffle 



Michael Bannach 

Fellow Knights of Columbus Members,  
 
We will continue to focus on a few 
Supreme Initiatives that will keep us a 
safer and more secure organization, 
within compliance with Federal Reg-
ulation/Laws and cover you against 
potential lawsuits/insurance claims.   
 
The Knights of Columbus Safe      
Environment Program is a necessary 
requirement to ensure our kids are 

properly supervised and safe  participating with the Knights 
of Columbus. You must have at a minimum one KC Su-
preme Trained and Background Check member    present 
with kids. Those required to take the training are the Grand 
Knight, Faithful Navigator, Program Director, Family Direc-
tor and Community Director while others are          wel-
comed and encouraged to take the training. The Family Di-
rector and Community Director are required to have  back-
ground checks. The Diocese of Fargo and  Bismarck also 
require you to take their Diocese Circle of Care     Training 
and have a Background check. They are separate programs, 
and both required.  Please contact me for further clarifica-
tion or instructions. Go to Praesidium’s Armatus website 
http://ebsite.praesidiuminc.com/login OR go to http://
www.KofC.org/safe. 
 
There should be a separate employer identification number 
(EIN) for each KC Council and Assembly. There are       
currently 32 KC Councils or Assemblies without an EIN  
  
           
 

number. Contact Robin Festa, KC Supreme Legal Depart-
ment, robin.festa@kofc.org, (203) 752-4281, the 
tax.ein@kofc.org to receive easy instructions to get your EIN 
Number.    
  
Council and Assemblies should be filing an IRS Tax Form   
990-N or IRS 990N Postcard.  Postcards can be filed for 
those with gross receipts of $50,000 or less.  The postcard is 
simple and easy with only a handful of quick questions.   
 
KC Councils and Assembly’s need to have their own insur-
ance covering them for liability. The Parish  insurance does 
not cover you.  Don’t put your volunteer members, your 
Council/Assembly officers or others at risk not being covered 
by insurance. To the extent that a council or one of its      
officers incurs liability for an act or failure to act, that       
liability may not be imputed to the    Order.  See Section 246 
of the Laws of the Knights of  Columbus. You need general 
liability, board/officer  coverage, sexual molestation and oth-
er coverage.  KC  Supreme recommends Lockton, a     na-
tionally recognized company working with fraternal     organ-
izations for more than 30 years.  Lockton insures over 6,000 
fraternal   chapters, posts, councils, and lodges. For more 
information or a quote, contact Lockton.  Affinity at 
800.496.0288 or CouncilInsurance@LocktonAffinity.com  
Please  contact me with any and all questions.   
 
    Respectfully,  
    Mike Bannach 
    State Advocate  

Knights of Columbus Safe Environment Program 

 

Tom Tessier Grand Knight of 
Belfield Council 6310 accepting 
the 2018-19 Columbian Award. 

Mark Walsh District #1 District  
Deputy accepting the 2018-19 
Columbian Award for Watford 
City Council 6446. 

Insurance Agent Carter Fong 
receiving 2019-20 membership 
incentives for signing up 6 new 
members. 

Grand Knight Pat Engelhard  
and members of Council 2760 
receiving the 2018-19 Star 
Council Award. 
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State Deputy Jake Werner Presents Awards 

mailto:robin.festa@kofc.org
mailto:tax.ein@kofc.org
mailto:CouncilInsurance@LocktonAffinity.com
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NEED MORE RAFFLE TICKETS? 
Contact State Treasure Kevin Boehm at above address. 

Drawing to be held April 25, 2020  
Ramada Grand Dakota | 532 15th St W | Dickinson, ND 

 
Not a charitable donation • Must be 18 to receive Firearms 
Need not be present to win • Winners responsible for tax 
Office of the Attorney General License No. G-0434 (710) 

2)       Winchester Model 70 Maple 243 
3)     $1,000 
4)       Kimber Longmaster VT 22-250  
5)     Henry United We Stand Lever Rifle 22  
6)       $500 
7)     Franchi Affinity Walnut 12 ga   
8)     $500  
9)     Weatherby Vanguard 300 WBY 
10)  $500 

GRAND PRIZE:        

               2020 Honda HR-V 

PER T ICKET 

HUNTING 
GUNS 
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We are thankful to everyone who gives so 
generously to Home On The Range, espe-
cially this time of year. We receive so 
many wonderful gifts for the children; 
blankets, coats, hats and  mittens, etc. 
Some organizations  display Angel trees 
with our kids “wish” presents on them. 
There are several people that come out and 
voluntarily “minister” and share their   
stories with our children. 
 
Over the Christmas holiday, most of our 
children are able to return home. However, some of them don’t 
have a home to go to, or the home may be unsafe. For these  
children, they feel lonely or left out. Some are sad because they 
are so far away from loved ones. For others, Christmas is just 
another disappointing day, maybe because their families didn’t 
celebrate or have the money to buy gifts. Other children get 
extra anxious and highly stressed because they don’t like the 
lights, noise and chaos that comes with the season. 
 
We recognize that each child is  different and has many differ-
ent emotions, so we try and make Christmas at Home On The 

Range a positive experience. We 
decorate their living areas with trees, 
lights, stockings, etc. and invite 
those who want to help with the 
decorating. The kitchen decorates 
the dining room tables with festive 
decorations and candy canes, and 
they prepare a special Christmas 
dinner. After dinner, we have a short 
program.  Father Dan Berg reads the 
Christmas Story from Saint Luke 
and then we join together and sing 
Christmas songs. Gifts are passed 

out to the boys and girls. It gives us 
such joy to watch the children open their gifts and receive a gift 
they asked for. For some, this may be the first Christmas pre-
sent they have received. 
 
During the Christmas vacation, we plan many fun activities. 
Sometimes an employee will dress up as Santa Claus and  
deliver gifts on Christmas morning. Other events include  
baking and decorating sugar cookies or ginger bread houses 
and playing games.  
 
Weather permitting, we 
take the kids ice skating, 
sledding, or for hot cocoa 
and a bon fire. These    
activities help ease some 
of the pain and anxiety the 
children may be feeling. 
  

  

Our message is simple: “we will not give up 
on our  children.” We know God does not 
give up on any of his children, and we try to 
follow his Word and  instruction. God calls 
us, and empowers us to help our children. 
We don’t do this just at Christmas time with 
gifts and   activities, but throughout the year 
with compassion and acts of kindness that 
brings dignity and hope to these boys and 
girls who have very little. 

 
“About two weeks into my program some-

thing happened that changed my life forever. I received a 
phone call from my mom telling me that my boyfriend was in 
the hospital due to an injury he got from work, it was unlikely 
that he was going to live. I couldn’t stop crying and I was total-
ly lost. The staff sent me down to see Peggy, the youth minister. 
She prayed with me and for me and told me to pray about it   
myself as well. I did. I prayed every chance I got; I wasn’t sure 
who to or why, I just prayed.  A couple of days later my mom 
called again. My boyfriend was fine, he was awake and talking. 
I couldn’t believe it. I told Peggy and she said “Bless the Lord, 
He answered our prayers.” I knew it was true. That day was 
the beginning of my new faith in God. I wanted to do more, 
something that would develop my spiritual life. I joined a spir-
itual group and I learned so much and what I took from that 
group will be with me for the rest of my life. When the group 
ended it felt like there was still something missing, something I 
had missed, so I chose to be baptized, because I knew that my 
baptism would mark the true beginning of my relationship with 
Jesus and my new life as a child of God. I believe it was one of 
the best decisions I ever made.” HOTR former resident. 
 
“Because of what my family has gone through, I have struggled 
with a belief in God. I have wondered many times why I am still 
around to continue on with my life and I figure it must be    
because someone is watching out for me and has a plan for my 
life. The first time I came to the ranch I was not convinced that 
God was here for me. Since I have been at the ranch this time, I 
have been going to church and I hope to continue to go when I 
get out of here. I feel I have found a relationship with God that 
I did not have before. I have so many hopes and dreams for my 
family and I pray they will come true.” HOTR resident. 
  
This Christmas, we invite you to remember our children in your 
prayers, and pray with us: “O God, give me a generous spirit 
that I might serve my neighbor in need.” 
 
Home On The Range is a special project supported by the 
North Dakota Knights of Columbus. Home On The Range is 
licensed to care for 36 North Dakota boys and girls, ages        
12 – 19, who have experienced abuse,  neglect or trauma. The     
facility is under the Auspices of the Catholic Diocese of      
Bismarck and is located in western North Dakota near the town 
of Sentinel Butte. For more information, or to make a            
tax-deductible contribution to the spiritual department, go to 
www.hotrnd.com. 
 

By Jolene Obrigewitch 
Development Director 
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Brian Kingsley 

‘Tis the season for giving, family and to be thankful for 2019. 
We look back at the wonderful year we have and how    
grateful we are for family, friends and seminarians and how 
they have all helped us get through the year.  
 
The Foundation was fortunate enough to give away $26,000 
in scholarships this year to help our seminarians. We are 
grateful to all the friends and families that have donated to our foundation 
this year. It’s because of your giving, golfing with us in Carrington, buying 
raffle tickets, and donating items to our Auction at the State Convention, 
that we can continue to financially support them year in and year out. 
 
As we come to an end this year, there are ways to help leave a legacy 
with a gift to our foundation. If you are looking to give a $5,000 donation or 
more, there are tax credits that you can qualify for. The Dolan Agency and 
his agents have many products that can be used as gifts and can be     
donated to the foundation as well.  
 
Fargo and Bismarck Dioceses are blessed to have such dedicated men to 
help serve our parishes. Please consider a donation this holiday season to 
help further their call to God, our parishes, and our families. 
 
Merry Christmas! 
 
Brian Kingsley 
Foundation President 

 

 State Deputy Jake & Deb Werner  

State Secretary Mike & Teresa Steiner 

State Treasurer Kevin and Cynthia Boehm 

State Advocate Mike & LaDonna Bannach 

State Warden Brian and Rebeca Dukart 

IPSD Larry Lewandowski 

State Chaplain Fr. Chad Wilhelm 

Assistant State Chaplain Fr. Shannon Lucht 


