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     Merry Christmas!   I pray that you and yours have had a fine year and that this newsletter finds you well and happy.  
 
I do want to share with you the great news that our Board of Directors has been enhanced with the talents of Mrs. 

Rosalina Hom, West Palm Beach, Florida.  Also, our Advisory Board has seen the addition of Mrs. Rhonda Noll and Mr. Bruce 
Cadwell, of Ft. Wayne, Indiana, and Ms. Gabriella Maertens of Portland, Oregon. 

Most Board and Advisory members were in attendance at the October WSS Annual Meeting, amazingly held on the 
campus of The University of Notre Dame, Hesburgh Center for International Studies, in South Bend, Indiana! After our 
meetings, Board members and guests were treated to a backstage tour of the campus.  We have come a long way from kicking 
around a wild idea over the kitchen table with Fr. Nick Nilema to an Annual Meeting on the campus of the finest Catholic 
university in the world. Along the way, we have given nearly $600,000 to vocations and been the driving force in building a 
seminary in Morogoro, Tanzania.  And you all were there with us at every step, and at Notre Dame as we prayed for all 
benefactors, asking the Blessed Virgin to watch over them and those they love. 

We also kicked off our $10 million dollar endowment fundraising drive. The purpose of this endowment is to annually 
fund 200 seminarians with the earnings from the fund.  For only $50,000 you can fund a seminarian in perpetuity in east Africa 
or India.  We should never let our Holy Eucharist be unavailable because of a lack of priests worldwide.  What an exciting way 
to for a faithful Catholic to help change history for the better of mankind! 

We have evolved plans to reach our goal with God’s grace and friends like you over the next five years.  Already we 
have secured $200,000 in pledges and we hope others will give to the fund, remember WSS in their wills, or name WSS as a 
beneficiary of their insurance policies. 

With only a few weeks left in the year, we are just $20,000 short of this year’s goal. We will not abandon any 
seminarian.  With the help of the Holy Spirit and your prayers we will meet our obligations this year. 

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year to you and your family.  

John L. Becker, Jr. 
President and Founder 
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Dear John Becker and all WSS Members, 

May I take this precious opportunity to convey heartfelt greetings from our ALCP/OSS Missionary Society in Tanzania. 
We are hoping that you are fine and doing well in your daily undertakings. 

I take this opportunity to thank you so much for your tireless efforts 
in helping our young community that is growing gradually through vocations, 
which God is sending to us out of His love.  In this year, four of our 
seminarians, namely Frt. Leonard Omolo Odhiambo, Frt. Joseph Msafiri 
Mahela, Frt. Thomas Monchena Marwa and Gilbert Sarimbo Mkenda will be 
ordained deacons on 28th October 2006 at the Salvatorian Institute of 
Philosophy and Theology in Morogoro.  It would have been impossible for us 
to nurture these vocations on our own without your help and support 
money, in prayer and plenty of sacrifices.  We really appreciate and respect 
very much such a move, for it is an act of love, solidarity and encouragement 
to our community. All our priests and seminarians are praying for you always, 
especially during the Eucharistic celebration.  

As I have mentioned above, that since the beginning of our community in 1974, now only 32 years of age, God has 
been blessing us with vocations such that the number of priests in Africa Province is 98, and 55 seminarians.  Every year students 
joining us range from 6 to 13.  One or two drop out on the way or are terminated for grave reasons.  The majority become 
priests. We kindly ask you, if possible, to support more of our seminarians with tuition and school fees. 



Dear friends, you might be interested to hear how our society helps other youth who are not seminarians, spiritually, 
morally and academically. May you allow me to let you know that the Society has acquired a piece of land, about 15 acres, 
near the town of Arusha, to build a spiritual center, which is necessary for spiritual well-being of the youth.  There is a great 
need to have such a center because, for the time being, the striking problem of the youth in Tanzania is that a good number of 
them are victims of HIV-AIDS, drugs, alcohol and prostitution.   

It is being felt daily that this situation does not give us 
a  very  promising  future  for the  society of Tanzania.  If this  
project  will be realized,  we would be able to give seminars  
and conferences to our youth who are the future and the hope 
of any human society.  We of the Missionary Society know that 
our ability to help the youth is very much limited. We know that 
the work is big  and needs  support and  contributions of many  
people.   Therefore,  the project we are  thinking about is not 
more than a drop of water in a big sea.  But something is surely 
better than nothing.  The success of this project will enable the 
youth to have human formation, spiritual formation, intellectual 
formation, hence to have a good society.   

I wish you all the best and God's blessings in your daily 
activities. With prayer and much love, I remain sincerely yours  
in Christ, 

  Rev. Dr. Beatus M. Urassa 
Provincial Superior ALCP/OSS 
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On Thursday and Friday, October 12-13, Advisory and Board members traveled to Fort Wayne, Indiana to hold the 
Annual Board meeting held on Saturday, October 14, at Notre Dame University. Father Nicholas Nilema, ALCP, our co-
founder, flew in from Seaside, Oregon, where serving as Pastor at Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church.  

On Friday, prior to the meeting, the Board members met with 
nationally renowned Catholic publishing house, Our Sunday Visitor, in 
Huntington, Indiana.  President and Editor Greg Erlandson visited with us for 
two hours discussing the publication’s mission.  WSS members shared their 
passion to fund Third World seminarians of the Apostolic Life Community of 
Priests in East Africa and India.  

On Saturday, we traveled from Fort Wayne to Notre Dame to hold 
our national Board meeting on campus at the Hesburgh Center for 
International Studies Building.  Our discussion centered around our last 13 
years of accomplishments, raising close to $550,000: funding 28 new 
seminarians to the priesthood, assisting with building a new seminary, building 
a well, funding the building of a new Catholic high school, and supporting 
other worthwhile Apostolic Life Community of Priests activities in East Africa 
and India. 

Jason Turk, Will Becker, Fr. Nilema, Doug Klein,  
Greg Erlandson, Rosalina Hom, John Becker, Ron Becker 
 
 The Board’s  major  announcement  was  the  kick-off  of  our   
Five-Year endowment drive to raise $10 million to fund 200 seminarians 
annually.  Kevin Noll,  First Vice President of  Tower Bank Investments  
and Trust Services,  spoke on  various  ways  we can raise the needed  
endowment funds.  

Our time at Notre Dame was completed with attending Mass at  
The Basilica of the Sacred Heart with the Holy Cross priests and brothers. 

On Sunday, our members enjoyed a breakfast  provided by the  
St. Vincent’s Knights of Columbus, then attended 11 a.m. Mass at St. Vin-  
cent Catholic Church, which seats 1400.  Pastor Father John Kuzmich  
introduced  Worldwide  Seminarian  Support  Board members to the     Doug Klein, Jason Turk, Bruce Cadwell, Fr. Nilema, 
assembly and they applauded our efforts, and Fr. John introduced fellow     Patty and John Becker, Ron Becker, Rosalina Hom, 
parishioners John and Patty Becker, who are president and board mem-    Rhonda Noll at Notre Dame. 

 



ber respectively.  Our co-founder, Father Nicholas Nilema, con-celebrated Mass and was well received. Over 50 Knights of 
Columbus members and Boy Scouts wearing their uniforms attended showing their support for WSS!! 

After Mass at the Parish Hall, outstanding Chef Rosie Munson and her St. Vincent Catholic School cooking staff 
provided us brunch, with support from the Knights.  Close to 100 folks attended our first Ft. Wayne Faithful 100 event. Jason 
Turk, our Board Chairman from Hobe Sound, Florida offered an inspiring speech encouraging everyone to join the Faithful 100 
to support ten seminarians’ education. Father Nicholas spoke about his Apostolic Life Community of Priests efforts, their needs, 
and how Catholic education and love are converting Moslems to our faith.  

St. Vincent Boy Scout Troop 2, holding their 27th year Haunted Forest and Castle on their 11 acres of land, invited our 
Board to visit. The Haunts took over an hour to tour, and everyone enjoyed their creative props and scary actors. The Haunted 
Forest and Castle are rated nationally to be one of the top ten Haunts.  

Next year’s Annual Board Meeting will be held in Portland, Oregon at “The Grotto of our Sorrowful Mother” on 
August 4, 2007.  All of you are invited to experience the beautiful Grotto and awesome scenery of the Pacific Northwest.     
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We have just over 100 members now, split between Florida, Indiana and a few other states  -- Catholics who have committed 
their support of ten seminarians each year.  We are so close to the goal of a completing our first “Faithful 100” group! Are YOU 
being called to join the ranks of those faithfully giving $20 per month, or $240 per year?  This is a way to spread out the 
financial commitment. 

If you have already joined the “Faithful 100” but have not 
yet sent in your entire support for the year, please do so by December 
31st -- and please accept our sincerest thanks for your commitment.  

On May 13, Fr. Seamus Murtagh, Pastor of St. Ann’s Church 
in West Palm Beach, celebrated a special Mass with Frs. Lucas, Mark 
and Benedict, all ALCP Priests who are serving in the Palm Beach 
Diocese due to the efforts of Worldwide Seminarian Support. Fr. 
Murtagh then generously hosted a lovely brunch for the Florida 
Chapter of the Faithful 100.  Fifty-two donors attended, hearing the 
latest from Father Gabriel about the work of the Apostolic Life 
Community of Priests in Tanzania.  

Rosalina Hom, our Board member who heads the Florida 
Chapter of the Faithful 100, said, “Our gratitude goes to the ALCP 
Community for sharing their holy men with West Palm Beach, FL. We 

Jason Turk, Fr. Mark Mlay, Fr. Gabriel Msuya, Marty will double our efforts in 2007  to see that this  fountain of vocations 
Turk, Fr. Benedict Ndeyekiyo, Patty Becker, Fr. Seamus  continues to flourish.” 
Murtagh, Lisa Flinn, Kevin Flinn, Tim Sheehan 
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From Bruce Cadwell: I'm honored and pleased to have been asked by John Becker to become an Advisory Board 
member for Worldwide Seminarian Support and co-chair the Faithful 100 chapter with Rhonda Noll here in Fort Wayne. 

Our WSS Brunch on October 15, 2006 was a huge success, with special thanks to Fr. Nicholas Nilema for his inspiring 
talk on the history of the ALCP organization and how WSS took it's first steps towards bringing more priests to the United 
States. 

Our St. Vincent Catholic Church parish is blessed with a community of people of great faith and actively supports our 
wonderful priests.  This brunch was just the first of many steps we will be taking to reach every parishioner not only at St. 
Vincent's, but through out the Fort Wayne area presenting the opportunity to join the Faithful 100. 

As a Knights of Columbus member for over 27 years, I knew it would be also be a great place to plant the seed and 
spread the word about Worldwide Seminarian Support.  We currently have two of the ten councils in the Ft Wayne area signed 
up as Faithful 100 members and plan to visit the remainder in the next few months. 

Although we have not met our goal of 100 Faithful 100 members in Fort Wayne by the end of 2006, the solid 
foundation we are building today will certainly put us over the top! 
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Great news! WSS is now on the World Wide Web! Just by typing in www.support4wss.com, you can contact us. Just 
click on our home page and the site map will tell you what’s available. Be sure to sign the online “guest book” so we know 
you’ve visited -- and there’s even a place to make a comment, suggestion or pose a question. 

All of the previous WSS newsletters are there, as well as some prayers for vocations.  There’s information on WSS 
events, too, and directions on how to send donations to WSS to educate more priests.  Think of how easy it will be to simply 
tell a friend about WSS by suggesting they visit the website!  They could go online and find out much of what they want to 
know before making their decision and contributions. 

ALSO, we urge you to go to www.redeemerradio.com and listen to the Catholic radio station based in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana.  You’ll find 24/7 Catholic programming, as well as a link to our website. Board member Patty Becker is the acting 
director of Redeemer Radio. 
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John L. Becker, Sr. is patriarch of the Becker family. He traveled to Tanzania in 1995 on a due diligence trip for WSS, spending 
three weeks with the Apostolic Life Community of Priests. The following is an open letter to his sons and daughter, their 
families, and supporters of WSS: 
 

Dear Sons and Daughters in Christ, 
“I don’t want to see my grandkids go to war. But we are at war.”  My Mother prayed that I wouldn’t have to kill 

anyone when I joined the Marines. I join her in this prayer for my sons and daughters and grandchildren. 
WSS gives us a chance to fight a war (or conflict) for God and for God’s Way -- using His weapon: LOVE.  By raising up 

priests in Africa, we raise an army of LOVE, bringing souls to Christ, starting and maintaining a wave of love. 
The terror of Hate and Death has to be stopped, and we have to stand and fight.  Some are called to fight war with 

war, but we want to wage PEACE.  We, in and of ourselves, cannot. Only God can. So let’s join Him in prayer, in truth, and in 
our actions—using the resources He gives us. 

Love,  

Dad 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Lucas, Fr. Mark, Fr. Seamus, Fr. Ben, Fr. Gabriel celebrating Mass at St. Ann’s Church in West Palm Beach, Florida, in May. 
St. Ann’s is the oldest Catholic Church in southern Florida. 


