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St. James the Apostle Catholic School Mission Statement 

 

St. James the Apostle Catholic School is a Christ-centered community 

where children can grow in faith, values of service and academic excellence. 
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A Message from Our Administration  
 

July 30, 2021 

 

Dear St. James Families, 

 

Our spiritual theme for 2021-2022 is Walking with Our Salesian Saints.  

Every saint has encountered hardships and challenges; the difference is 

that the saints persevered with joy, kept close to our faith, and led a life 

of heroic virtue.  This year we get to learn about our Salesian Saints: St. Frances de Sales – our patron 

saint; St. John Bosco – our founder; St. Mary Mazzarello – the first Salesian Sister; St. Dominic Savio – 

student of St. John Bosco; and Blessed Laura Vicuna – student of Salesian Sisters.  We get to learn from 

their experiences so that we might live with true joy and happiness. 

 

Similar to us, St. Mary Mazzarello lived during a pandemic.  Typhoid fever was rampant.  She cared for 

the sick and even contracted the virus herself, which left her with diminished strength preventing her from 

doing farm work.  Despite physical disabilities, St. Mary Mazzarello continued to help others and founded 

our entire Congregation of Salesian Sisters.  She maintained her creativity and innovation, brought people 

together, and taught them about God.  Though we have experienced great loss and many hardships, let us 

live like St. Mary Mazzarello this year.  Let us be creative, let us be together, and let us learn about God.  

Let’s be a community of saints! 

 

St. John Bosco founded the Salesian Order.  He taught the Preventive System which included three 

pillars: reason, religion, and loving kindness.  He taught us to seek to understand that everything happens 

for a reason.  We must include our faith in everything we do.  We must treat each other with loving 

kindness.  Our goal this year is to have a fun, in-person, uninterrupted, and safe school year in which 

friends and family can enjoy community events where EVERYONE feels welcome and safe.  We can best 

accomplish this goal by following the teachings of St. John Bosco by looking to reason, relying on our 

faith, and treating each other with loving kindness.  His teachings have led to the creation of our St. James 

the Apostle Catholic School Preventive Plan.   

 

We thank everyone who came together to create our St. James the Apostle Catholic School Preventive 

Plan.  We will continuously review, re-evaluate, and revise our plan to meet the needs of our families.  As 

our plan changes, our mission always remains the same, “St. James the Apostle Catholic School is a 

Christ-centered community where children can grow in faith, values of service and academic excellence.”  

We invite all families to reach out to us at any time with any concerns, suggestions, or compliments.  We 

appreciate your input as we work together to Walk with Our Salesian Saints.  

 

 

Many blessings, 

 

/s/ Dr. Grenardo       /s/ Sr. Debbie  

 

Dr. Jennifer Grenardo, Ed.D.     Sr. Debbie Walker, FMA 

Principal       Vice Principal  

dr.grenardo@stjamesschoolsa.org    sr.debbie.walker@stjamesschoolsa.org  
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PREFACE 

The information included in this handbook outlines Policies, curriculum and teaching guidelines 

by which Saint James the Apostle Catholic School operates. We hope that the handbook can 

provide answers to questions that you may have and can give you information on any topic 

needed. 

 

With this notice, the Principal reserves the right to amend any and all provisions of this 

handbook at any time when determined to be necessary by the Administration. You will be 

notified of any changes promptly. 

 
 

HISTORY 

 

St. James the Apostle Catholic School was established in 1957 by the Parish in partnership with 

the Marianist Sisters. Government surplus buildings were moved from a nearby military base and 

with the help of the St. James community they were remodeled and converted into classrooms. 

 

School began with students in 4 classes, 3 Marianist Sisters and 2 lay teachers. Our school 

eventually grew to accommodate students from preschool through 8th grade. In 1978 the 

Salesian Sisters of St. John Bosco, also known as the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians 

became a part of our school and joined our administrative and teaching teams. 

 

In 2019, St. James the Apostle Catholic School welcomed its first lay principal, Dr. Jennifer 

Grenardo, Ed.D. St. James the Apostle Catholic School continues to work collaboratively with 

the Salesian Sisters and the Archdiocese to promote Catholic education, which educate the whole 

child – mind, body, and soul. 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

St. James the Apostle Catholic School is a Christ-centered community where children can grow 

in faith, values of service and academic excellence. 

 
 

PHILOSOPHY STATEMENT 

 

We believe strongly in the education of children. Our purpose as Catholic educators is to serve 

as “partners with parents” in educating our students to promote the betterment of society. St. 

James the Apostle Catholic School supports the philosophy of St. John Bosco which is based on 

Reason, Religion and Loving Kindness. 

 
 

ACCREDITATION 

 

St. James the Apostle School is accredited by the Texas Catholic Conference Accrediting 

Commission (TCCAC). The Texas Catholic Conference Accrediting Commission is an 



accrediting agency established by the Bishops of Texas which has been formally recognized by 

the Texas Education Agency. St. James also maintains membership in the National Catholic 

Education Association (NCEA), Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development 

(ASCD) as well as the Texas Association for Nonpublic School (TANS). 

 
 

RIGHT TO AMEND THE SCHOOL HANDBOOK 

 

The Archdiocese of San Antonio, the Administration and/or the Pastor of St. James the Apostle 

Catholic School reserve the right to modify the policies and procedures found in this Handbook 

or to add new policies as circumstances make such decisions prudent and necessary. 

 
 

NON-DISCRIMINATORY STATEMENT 

 

St. James the Apostle Catholic School admits students of any race or national origin to programs 

and activities of the school with all rights and privileges. Equal opportunity and access is 

provided to persons without regard to race, national origin or gender in the implementation of 

employment policies and procedures. Preference, however, will be given to students of the 

Catholic faith. 

 
 

PRIVACY STATEMENT 

 

St. James the Apostle Catholic School respects the privacy of all personal information collected 

and does not, under any circumstances, rent or sell personal information to any outside third 

party. 

 

Personal information that is submitted to the school will be used only for the purpose for which it 

was asked (for example, information submitted for admission will be used for admission’s 

purposes). Aggregate, non-personally identifying information may be both used internally and 

shared externally. 

 

The School is committed to upholding our students’ and parents’ right to privacy. Should you 

have any questions or suspect a breach of these policies, we encourage you to contact the 

School’s Office. 

 
 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

 

St. James the Apostle Catholic School develops the whole student as a follower of Jesus Christ. 

The school supports a unique educational environment in which students and staff can 

experience the presence and love of God through a greater love for their Church, community, 

and country. In this setting, all are called to proclaim the Gospel message, to unite in worship 

and to respond to the needs of the community through fellowship and social justice. We strive to 

serve all through the sharing of their spiritual gifts and temporal goods. 



 

•The school is committed to the spiritual, moral, intellectual, social and physical 

development of each child. 

•The school promotes a community spirit among its constituents, allowing active 

members to find opportunity for Christian service. 

•The school provides instructional leadership. 

•The school ensures a safe and orderly environment with a clear discipline code based 

our school rules. 

 

 

Six rules of conduct will be followed throughout the school: 

 

1. Show respect for yourself, adults, others, and all property. 

 

2. Be prepared for school and all activities. 

 

3. Allow others to work undisturbed. 

 

4. Follow directions. 

 

5. Keep your hands to yourself. 

 

6. Be honest. 

  



St. James the Apostle Catholic School 2021-2022 

 

Walking with Our Salesian Saints 
 

St. Francis De Sales – Patron Saint 
August - “What we need is a cup of understanding, a barrel of love, and an ocean of 

patience.” 
September - “Nothing is so strong as gentleness; nothing so gentle as real strength.” 

 

St. John Bosco – Founder of Salesian Order 
October – Preventive System: Reason, Religion, Loving Kindness 

“Run, Jump, Shout, but do not sin.” 
November – Oratory - “Education is a matter of the heart.” 

 

St. Mary Mazzarello – First Salesian Sister 
December - “Every stitch is an act of love for God.” 

January - “Do the right thing at the right time for the right reason.” 
 

St. Dominic Savio – Student of St. John Bosco 
February – “Holiness consists of being very joyful.” 

March – 4 Simple Rules for Sainthood 

• I will go to Confession and Communion often. 

• I will keep hold the feast day. 

• Jesus will be my best friend. 

• I would rather die than to commit a sin. 
 

Blessed Laura Vicuna – Student of Salesian Sisters 
April - “I want to do all I can to make God known and loved.” 

May – “I offer you my life for that of my mother.” 
  



Prayer 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

God Sees Me and Loves Me! 
 


