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Fifteen Years and Counting 

	 	 	
	
It’s been 15 years since the International Centre was instituted, and this fall we celebrated the 
anniversary with an abundance of programs, a greater variety of people from all over the world, and 
our participants’ promising commitments for the future. 
 
The Global Coordinating Group (GCG) also recognized the Centre by planting a magnolia tree to 
commemorate the 350th anniversary of the death of Fr. Jean Pierre Medaille. The GCG, which 
includes the International Centre as one of its projects, met for its annual meeting in October.  
 
As we prepare for the next 15 years, we are announcing our 2020 programs that feature pilgrimages, 
workshops, and a retreat. Several programs are new while some are repeats, but we hope at least one 
of them will entice you to come to Le Puy and experience the place where it all began 370 years ago. 
 
So, enjoy the following pages of the newsletter and see for yourself how vibrant and vital the 
International Centre has become thanks to 15 years of support and dedication from the Board, 
contributors, presenters, participants, past staffs, and Sisters of St. Joseph from all over the world.  
 
Eluiza and Olga 
Centre Staff 
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“From Archives to History” Is a Huge Success – July 29–August 2 
 

 
 

           
 
 

   
Portuguese work group   English work group   French work group 
 
 

	 	 	

The translators for the program were Sr. Elisabete  
Reis (Chambéry-Brazil), Sr. Pepis del Pilar  
(Mexico-Lyon), and Sr. Rita Bujold (Lyon-USA). 

  

Seventeen sisters, two presenters, and three 
translators from 11 countries on five 
continents came to the Centre for a workshop 
on archival materials. This was the first time 
the workshop had been offered. Participants 
learned about the different types of archives 
(written, sound, architectural, artistic, etc.) 
and the ways archivists handle them in order 
to write history. They also learned about the 
purpose of archives, ways of preserving them, 
and various means of transmitting them to 
future generations. Participants then had 
several opportunities to work in break-out 
groups to try to interpret original documents 
in their historical and contemporary contexts. 
The program was designed for archivists who 
had no professional training and for persons 
who just have an interest in archives. It will be 
offered again in 2020. 
 

Sr. Nadia Boudon-Lashermes (left) and Sr. Catherine Louis (right) 
from the Institut of the Sisters of Saint Joseph in France were the 
presenters. Both sisters participated in the implementation of the 
Living History Centre in Le Puy. 

Signature of Fr. Jean-Pierre Medaille 
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Pilgrimage to Our CSJ Origins – August 28–September 4 

	
	
 
 

The Lace is Not Yet Finished – September 9-15 
 

       
 

 
 

 

         

 
Eight sisters gathered at the International 
Centre to spend a week together for the 
program, "The Lace Is Not Yet Finished." Sr. 
Jane DeLisle was the presenter, and Sr. 
Elisabete Reis of Brazil and Sr. Simone Saugues 
of France were the translators for Portuguese 
and French, respectively. 
 
"We have been swimming in the deep end of 
the charism this week just by telling the 
stories," said Sr. Jane who added that the 
sisters had heard the stories of the original six 
sisters, Father Medaille, Mother St. John 
Fontbonne, and others. Now it was the 
participants’ turn to share their stories with 
new members, vocations, people they meet and 
work with every day. "Our charism is one of 
relationship," said Sr. Jane, who will offer the 
program again in 2020. 	

During their week-long pilgrimage, the sisters visited the Kitchen, 
the Living History Centre, the Cathedral de Notre Dame du Puy, 
l'Eglise du College, and the Tree where our sisters were guillotined 
during the French Revolution. They also went to St. Flour where Fr. 
Medaille began his ministry. In learning about Mother St. John 
Fontbonne they saw her birthplace in Bas-en-Basset, her first 
mission in Monistrol, the place where she was imprisoned in St. 
Didier-en-Velay during the French Revolution, her bedroom and 
graveside, and the Lyon Living History Centre.  
 
 
Sisters Marsa Zackaria, Maryellen Kane, and Shiji James at a school 
 in St. Flour 
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Mission Effectiveness: The Charism Alive in CSSJ Ministries – Sept 21–28  
 

	
	

	
	 	
	

	

This year’s Mission Effectiveness group had 
more men, more French people, and more 
Canadians than in previous years. However, 
each participant’s commitment to carry on the 
mission and charism of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph was as intense as past groups. Sr. 
Dolores Clerico (Philadelphia—USA) has given 
this program over the past 13 years, and she 
continues to marvel at the quality and 
seriousness of the lay people who come to the 
program.  
 
"Each year I come away from the Mission 
Effectiveness experience hopeful, grateful and 
energized, said Sr. Dolores. “The commitment 
to live and work in ways that are unifying is so 
much bigger than the sisters. What a privilege 
it is for me to witness how God is moving in the 
hearts of our friends and colleagues around the 
world!" 
 
The Mission Effectiveness program offers a 
pilgrimage for lay partners in mission and 
provides an immersion experience into the 
original spirit and global dimension of the 
charism and spiritual tradition of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph. It invites people who are associated 
with the ministries founded by the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph as administrators, staff persons, 
board members, and supporters. It will be 
offered again in 2020. 
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The Two Trinities as a Model of Dynamic Love – October 19–25  

	

	

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

    

Each program at the International Centre is 
distinguishes in some way. For the Two 
Trinities program, it was rain—every day 
except one. 
 
Throughout this year the weather has 
cooperated for our guests. However, neither 
the rain—nor an unforeseen train strike—
dampened their spirits or their appreciation 
for the program. 
 
"The participants were deeply reflective," 
said Sr. Linda Buck (Orange-USA), presenter 
for the program. "They really soaked up all 
the material in a way that made them shine." 
 
Fortunately, on the day the participants went 
to the Kitchen, Living History Centre, and 
other sacred sites in Le Puy, the rain slowed 
down enough to make their walk more 
bearable.  
 
The Two Trinities program examined the 
relationality between and among the 
Uncreated and Created Trinities—as an 
expression of Divine mystery, providence 
and plan—calls all to a radical response. The 
Two Trinities are the prophetic nature of the 
spirituality of the Sisters of St. Joseph, which 
calls us to move relationally into the world, 
with the dear neighbor without distinction. It 
will be offered again in 2020. 
 
Sr. Ieda Tomasini (left) and Sr. Simone 
Saugues (French) served as translators in 
Portuguese and French, respectively. 
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Avila University Sings Its Way Through France – July 9-11 
 

   
The choir sang 14 pieces (with 3 encores) at the Cathedral of Notre Dame of Le Puy in celebration of 
its consecration as a place of worship and prayer. 

 
Many young people from Sisters of St. Joseph 
colleges have come to Le Puy. However, the  
extraordinary group of singers from Avila 
University in Kansas City provided not only 
gentle harmonies in 4, sometimes 8 parts, but 
powerful crescendos that filled the space such 
that it felt as though Heaven were upon 
us. Everywhere it went, the choir provided its 
hosts with beautiful contemporary and 
traditional religious music. 
 

Before arriving in Le Puy to visit sacred sites of 
the Sisters of St. Joseph, the 30 students and 
alumni participated in the July 4 
commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the 
D-Day landings in Normandy, France. As part 
of a wreath-laying ceremony at the American 
Cemetery near Omaha Beach, the choir sang a 
solo performance. It also performed at the 
Paris Choral Festival on July 8 with other 
groups from around the world.

 

     
Dr. Amity Bryson, director After the mini-concert for the sisters in Monistrol, the choir 

shared a French picnic of deli meats, salads, cheese, and fruit. 
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Graham-Lynch Family Visit – August 4 
 
 
 
 
 

	

	
	
	
	
	

Day	Visit	–	August	14	
	

Lyon sisters spent a day visiting the Kitchen, 
Scenography, and the city of Le Puy. 
 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
	

	
	
	
	

Private Retreat – August 18–26 

 

Sisters Janet Muehlbauer (left) and 
Sandra Schmid (right) of Carondelet 
(USA) made private retreats at the 
Centre. They planned to have silent meals 
until the crunchy, fresh carrots became a 
distraction at their first meal. 
Consequently, we were enriched by some 
great conversations with them. Coming to 
Le Puy was a lifetime dream for Janet and 
Sandra was glad to accompany her. 
 

Maria	Perdomo	Cruz	
 

 
 

Last spring, Maria stayed at the Centre during 
her temporary appointment as a Spanish 
teacher at the Lycée St. Jacques. The good 
news is that Maria has been appointed to the 
school for this year. Maria hails from Colombia 
and previously lived in Brittany, France.  
 

Kristin Graham and her family came to Le Puy for a day. 
Kristin is president of Sacred Heart Academy (SHA) in 
Hempstead, on Long Island, NY, a school that has been 
sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Brentwood, NY 
for 70 years. Kristin’s family included her husband, 
Chris, their two daughters, Cecilia (11) and Lauren (9), 
and her parents, Bob and Jean Lynch. Jean Lynch is a 
graduate of The Mary Louis Academy (TMLA) where 
she taught theology for over 20 years. TMLA is a CSJ 
high school in Jamaica Estates, Queens, NY.   
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Alumnae	of	Mary	Louis	Academy	of	New	York	City	–	August	9-11		
Alumnae	from	Mary	Louis	Academy	of	New	York	
City	(Jamaica	Estates	in	Queens)	made	a	
pilgrimage	to	France	to	visit	sites	sacred	to	the	
Sisters	of	St.	Joseph.	While	at	the	Centre,	they	
conducted	a	heart-felt	spontaneous	discussion	
about	their	appreciation	for	the	quality	of	
education	they	received	and	the	relationships	
they	had	made	with	the	Brentwood	sisters	who	
served	at	their	school.	
	
This	was	the	school's	first	international	alumni	
trip	and,	of	course,	they	wanted	it	to	be	in	Le	
Puy.	The	development	office	headed	by	Sean	
Belon,	Director	of	Academy	Advancement,	and	
Judy	Belon,	Assistant	Director	of	Advancement,	
worked	together	with	Principal	Ann	O’Hagan-
Cordes	to	make	the	trip	a	reality.	

  

	

	
	

Principal Ann O’Hagan-Cordes (second from 
right) with Sisters Joan, Kathy, and Elizabeth 
	
	
	
	

	

	 	 	
Maureen spontaneously sang "Ave Maria" 
a cappella at the Église du College and 
moved the group with her beautiful voice. 
Fr. Medaille once preached at this Jesuit-
founded church. 
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Annual Pilgrimage of the Congregation of St Joseph – October 2-8 
	

	
 
Fifteen pilgrims from the Congregation of St 
Joseph arrived at the Centre after 12 hours of 
flying from Chicago (including a 90-minute 
delay and two hours of turbulence), running to 
their connection in Paris, and being picked up 
by bus in Lyon en route to the Centre. Then 
100 yards from the Centre, a huge semi-truck 

delivering goods to the Super U warehouse 
blocked their way for 10 minutes! 
 
The group visited sacred sites in Le Puy as well 
as the Cathedral, the Notre Dame statue, and 
St. Michel. One of the highlights of the 
pilgrimage was the Joseph Table. In times of 
old, people brought food to the poor and 
dedicated it to St. Joseph. The pilgrims did the 
same for each other by shopping at the 
Saturday farmers’ market in Le Puy and 
bringing home delicious vittles to share with 
one another. The Centre’s small kitchen made 
working together tight, but it produced greater 
sharing and community spirit, not to mention a 
wonderful repast. 
 
After leaving Le Puy, the group headed toward 
Lyon to visit the Living History Centre of the 
Lyon Congregation, Mother St. John 
Fontbonne's gravesite, and Fourvière. The 
pilgrimage was led by Sr. Carol Crepeau, a 
former Centre staff member.
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Institut Sisters Meeting – October 9 
	

	 	 	
	

Sisters of St. Joseph can do anything they need to do, including fitting 38 sisters in the Centre for a 
meeting and a meal. They knew how to handle limited parking space, too. 
 
 

Global Coordinating Group – October 12-15 

 

	
 
 
 
 

	
 

Sr. Petra Urietti (Istituto Suore San Giuseppe-Italy) led 
the group with Sr. Gemma Gastaldi (Cuneo-Italy).  

The Global Coordinating Group (GCG) 
gathered around the theme: “The name of the 
future is hope, the new wings of the Little 
Design.” Trees and butterflies were the symbols 
of the meeting. 
 
The sisters talked about an article by Sr. Teresa 
Maya entitled “A Vision for the Future of 
Religious Life,” discussed the various ways they 
are engaged in ecumenical action around the 
world, and considered new ways to involve the 
laity in their ministries. The sisters also 
supported the work from the GCG’s United 
Nations personnel by agreeing to focus on 
water as a shared commons. 
 
The Global coordinating Group consists of the 
leaders of the four Federations (Italy, United 
States, Canada and France) and the 
Congregations of Lyon, Annecy, Chambéry, and 
Argentina. As its global relationships 
strengthen, the sisters envision new and 
diverse expressions of the CSSJ mission and 
charism. 
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Au Revoir, Patty – October 15-17 
 
 

	 	 	 	
Barbara Bozak presents Patty with a gift   Patty receives a lace memento 

	

	 		 	 	
Board members celebrate Patty’s service with a sumptuous aperitif 

	
At the October Board meeting, members said good-bye to Sr. Patty Johnson (US Federation) who is 
leaving the International Centre Board after 8 years in order to serve on the Carondelet Congregation 
Leadership Team. Among her contributions to the Centre were helping to provide scholarships that 
have enabled sisters to come to Le Puy for programs. She also obtained grants from the Hilton 
Foundation for the Cultural Diversity program and the Moggio Foundation for the Living History 
Centre and the July 2019 Archives program. Patty has provided guidance and her expertise on various 
technological projects including the Centre website. 
	

	
Maison St. Joseph – Vanosc Centre Spirituel – November 5-6 

 
 

	

 
The community of sisters responsible for the 
Maison St. Joseph Vanosc Centre Spirituel 
spent a couple days at the Centre. Maison St. 
Joseph Vanosc Centre Spirituel is 90 minutes 
northeast of Le Puy and 90 minutes southwest 
of Lyon. Since 1975 it has offered French 
liturgies, programs, and retreats (including the 
Ignatian Spiritual Exercises), as well as 
accommodations for travelers. The website is 
https://maisonstjosephvanosc.com/.    
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Institute Sisters Celebrate a Special Weekend – November 8-10 
	

	

  
Novices from the Institut (France) spent a 
weekend at the Centre becoming more 
acquainted with the International Centre as 
well as the Kitchen, Living History Centre, and 
Le Puy. The highlight of the weekend, however, 
was the Sunday celebration of Sr. Odile’s 90th 
birthday. 
 
 

	
	

Sr. Odile, a beloved teacher, extended her 
ministry to 18 years in leadership.   

	

		 	 	 	
Sr. Anne presents Sr. Odile with a    Sr. Odile offers a present for all the sisters: 
cake as Sr. Bernadette looks on.    a poem entitled, “Merci” 
	
	 	 	

	
	

 

Merry Christmas 2019 
 Happy New Year 2020 
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New Napkin Envelopes 
 

  

	
French Driver’s License at Last! 

	
After 6 months without a car, Olga received her French license on 
September 7 and with it a red letter “A” to place on the back of the Centre 
car. The “A” signifies “apprentice driver” even though she has been driving 
for 52 years. Now, Olga and Eluiza have the convenience of using the 
Centre’s car instead of walking and taking taxis, buses, and shopping carts 
for their errands. This was a milestone accomplishment for Olga, 
especially since she passed all her tests—in French. 

	
	
Thanks, Shiji
	

 
Sr. Shiji James (Lyon) spent a couple months at the International Centre 
helping staff during the busiest time of the year. Shiji is from Kerala, one 
of the southern states in India. She has lived in France for the past five 
years.   

  
	
	
New Bedspreads and Sheets 
 
 

                    

 

 

The sister of Sr. Janet Gannon (Lyon-USA), 
made some beautiful napkin envelopes for the 
Centre. The old envelopes were a bit worn out 
after 15 years, so the new ones were a welcome 
change that brightened up the Centre dining 
room. Our guests liked them very much! 

 

The Institut sisters in Clermont-
Ferrand donated numerous 
bedspreads and sheets to the 
Centre from their cache of linens 
that used to supply their former 
Motherhouse. Heading up this 
exchange operation were Sr. 
Catherine Louis and Sr. Nadia 
Boudon-Lashermes. They put the 
linens in an old trunk and hoisted 
it into the Centre’s car. Many 
thanks to the sisters of Clermont-
Ferrand for their generous 
donation. 
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2020 Programs 
 
From Archives to History 
March 29 - April 4, 2020 
 

 
This session will focus on the Archives. What does the word, 
“Archives” cover? We will discuss the different types of archives: 
written, sound, architectural, artistic... How do they allow us to write 
history?" We will try to experience it through concrete exercises. 

 
 
Sr. Catherine Louis was the first Superior General of the Sisters of Saint Joseph of the Institute. She 
lives in Clermont-Ferrand, France. 
 
Sr. Nadia Boudon-Lashermes, from the Institute of the Sisters of Saint Joseph in France, is trained 
in History and Geography. 

 
Register by March 1, 2020 
 
 
Roots & Wings: Saying Yes for the Life of the World 
May 9-19, 2020 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Join Sisters of St. Joseph from all over the world to integrate your 
life and initial formation experience and reflect on your Perpetual 
Vows commitment. This intensive 10-day program will include re-
reading your life and vocational call, exploring it in the light of our 
origins as Sisters of St. Joseph, and moving into how to live your 
vowed ‘yes’ today within the reality of our world and the “Dear 
Neighbor” near and far. Our time together will interweave an 
understanding of holistic human health with our history, spiritualty, 
mission and charism within a context of international relationships, 
prayer, sharing and relaxation. This is a program by invitation only 
for those in temporary profession or after one year of perpetual 
profession to be held at the International Center in Le Puy, France 
on May 9-19, 2020 and July 21-31, 2021. 

 
Sr. Gloria Philip has been a member of Congregation of Religious of San José de Buenos Aires in 
Argentina since 1971. She has worked in education and in diverse ministries in communities in both 
Argentina and Bolivia. She has served as Superior General. She gave programs at the International 
Center from 2013 to 2018. She speaks Spanish, English and understands Portuguese. 
 
Sr. Judy Donovan has been a Sister of St. Joseph of Lyon from the US for 35 years. She is currently 
their leader but previously spent 22 years as an interfaith community organizer in the southwestern 
United States. She lived 8 years of her juniorate northeastern Brazil with the CSJs of Chambéry, She 
has a bachelor’s degree in psychology and philosophy and an MSW in Public Policy.  She speaks 
English and Spanish with good comprehension of Portuguese and some limited French. 
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The Lace is Not Yet Finished  
May 28 - June 3, 2020  
 

 
In each generation since, the Holy Spirit has awakened God's compassionate 
presence in the hearts of women to respond to the ever-changing needs of the 
people of God. In this program participants will get in touch with and claim once 
again the transformative power of this charism in our midst and into the future.  

 
 

Sr. Jane Delisle, CSJ is a Sister of St. Joseph from Orange, CA, USA. Jane has  
come to Le Puy-enVelay many times with sisters and staff from the Orange Health Systems. 
 
Register by April 28, 2020 
 
 
Establishment of ‘‘The Little Design’’ 
July 13 – 19, 2020 
 

We will make an historical journey of the origins (16th - 17th 
century) and development of the Sisters of St. Joseph until the 
French Revolution (1789). We will then examine how the 
emergence of "The Little Design" was made possible in several 
contexts: political, social, religious, ecclesial during this particular 
period of history.  

 
 
Sr. Catherine Louis was the first Superior General of the Sisters of Saint Joseph of the Institute. She 
lives in Clermont-Ferrand, France. 
 
Sr. Nadia Boudon-Lashermes, from the Institute of the Sisters of Saint Joseph in France, is trained 
in History and Geography. 

 
Register by June 13, 2020 
 
 
Listening to the Heartbeat of the Creator Retreat 
 July 21 – 28, 2020 

 
We will explore the story of creation as revealed to us today, from 
the splendour of the universe to the interdependence and 
interconnection of all life on our planet.  What are the Creator’s 
deepest desires for us at this time? Where do we come from?  
Why are we here?  What ought we do? 
 

Sr. Bridget Pritchard is a Sister of St Joseph of Annecy living in the UK. Formerly a biology teacher, 
she is presently on staff at Ty Croeso, our spirituality centre, where she leads days of prayer and 
retreat. Bridget works with parish and school groups introducing the new consciousness.   
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Sr. Henrietta Curran, SSJA, lives in the U.K. A retired teacher, she is currently working in JPIC as 
Congregation Justice and Peace Leader. She has given many sessions on the above topics whilst 
working with JPIC Leaders from India, Africa and England. She represents SSJA on the Global 
Sisters of St Joseph Forum.     
 
Register by June 21, 2020 
 
 
Mission Effectiveness: The Charism Alive in CSSJ Ministries 
September 26 - October 3, 2020 
 

This program offers a pilgrimage for lay partners in mission and provides an 
immersion experience into the original spirit and global dimension of the charism 
and spiritual tradition of the Sisters of St. Joseph. If you are associated with one of 
the ministries founded by the Sisters of Saint Joseph as an administrator, staff 
person, board member, or supporter, this program is for you!. 

   
 
Sr. Dolores Clerico is a Philadelphia Sister of Saint Joseph (USA) with ministry experience in the 
academic, parish, diocesan, and congregational arenas. She is a frequent speaker, workshop 
presenter, and retreat facilitator for sisters, associates, and partners in mission throughout the United 
States and annually at the International Centre. 

 
Register by August 26, 2020 
 
 
The Prophetic Stance of Relationship: The Two Trinities as a Model of Dynamic 
Love  October 24 – 30, 2020  
  

We will explore the prophetic nature of our call in the world today and learn how the 
dynamic love as expressed by the Two Trinities is a model of our call toward 
relationality in our wounded world. It is in this openness to relationship that we 
incarnate Triune Love and participate in the process of bringing God alive in the 
world.  

 
Sr. Linda Buck, CSJ is a Sister of St. Joseph of Orange (CA) in the USA. She currently serves in the 
ministry of Initial Formation and is a psychotherapist and spiritual director. She is a frequent presenter 
in the areas of theology, spirituality and psychology. 

 
Register by September 24, 2020 
 
 
 

 
 
 
	
	
	
	
	

 

 

We offer you many opportunities at the Centre throughout the year including: 
 

Guided pilgrimages  Group visits    Individual visits  
 Private retreats  Personalized reflective days  Day visits 
 

For more information, e-mail us at: centre.international@wanadoo.fr 
 


