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The Balloons of Autumn 

 
 

Embracing the past …  

                   Nurturing the Present … 

                                  Creating the Future ... 

The Montgolfiers were seen flying everywhere in 
the Le Puy-en-Velay area during the weekend of 
November. Montgolfier is French for hot-air  
balloon, named after the two French brothers, 
Joseph and Etienne, who invented it. 
 
This year there were 50 pilots from 21 different 
countries. One balloonist even came from  
England via air to participate. Prior to the  
weekend, local residents saw several balloons 
flying over the city.   

Le Puy is just one of several  
festivals that take place  
annually in France. This year 
there were a total of 1,000  
balloons piloted by 3,000  
people, many of them coming 

from outside the country. 
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Holy Ground, a Pilgrimage of the Heart: A Guided Retreat at the  

Heart of Our CSJ Foundation – June 30 to July 7  

 

Sr. Kitty Hanley guided a retreat with morning 
meditation and afternoon visits to various holy 
sites in Le Puy-en-Velay. The retreatants also 
went to Lyon to visit the Heritage room and 

gravesite of Mother St. John Fontbonne. 

Chris & Carol Osterhus, pilgrims en route to San Jacques 

de Compostella, dropped by the Centre. 

Belgians Visit the Centre—July 11 

 

Thirty-two Belgians visited the Centre for a meal and a presentation about the Centre and 
the Sisters of St. Joseph. They were intrigued with our mission and purpose and very  

supportive of continuing it with us. 
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Brentwood and Boston Sisters Visit the Centre — July 13-18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was their first time here but Brentwood Sisters  
Bernadette Westman, Joan Gallagher and JoAnn 
Squitieri and Boston Sister Jeanmarie Gribaudo were 
totally enthralled with LePuy-en-Velay. They visited the  
Kitchen and the Living History Centre of the history of 

the Sisters of St. Joseph.  

The sisters were impressed by 
Le Puy-en-Velay and marveled 
at their connection with the  

early sisters. 

Geraldine Larken Makes Private Retreat — July 23-28 

 

Sr. Geraldine Larken of Australia made a private retreat with  
Sr. Line Rioux. She walked all over the city of Le Puy-en-Velay and 
did water-color paintings of many sites. Her favorite place was  
St. Michel. Another was the Church of St. Laurent, which was built 

by Dominicans with good acoustics for preaching and singing. 

“As I was alone one day, I had the pleasure of praying in song the 
‘Ave Maria’ and Michael Herry’s version of Psalm 139, ‘You Know 

the Way for Me,’” said Geraldine, who is an accomplished singer. 
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New Zealand Sisters Visit the Centre — August 17-20 

 
Sisters Colleen Woodcock (left) and Marie Skidmore 
(right) came to the Centre for a visit. Centre staff showed 
them around the Cathedral of Notre Dame, the evening 
luminaries, Polignac castle, St. Laurent, St. Joseph  
Basilica as well as the Kitchen and the Living History 
Centre. They also went to the Saturday market and later 
that day, Colleen walked up to the summit of St. Michel 
Chapel by herself. It was a full three days and they never 

tired!  

Feast of the Assumption — August 15 

 

The Feast of the Assumption attracted thousands of  
people who took part in the procession that circled the 
Old City of Le Puy-en-Velay. Weeks before, the town 
hung festive light blue and white streamers along the  

procession route. 

Three sisters from the Lyon Congregation leadership team 
joined Centre staff to take part in the procession: (left to right) 
Sr. Lilly Thockanattu from India, Sr. Rosa Maria Oviedo from 
Mexico and Sr. Catherine Barange (Superior General) from 
France.  
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Radical Oneness Retreat with Janet Mock — August 29 to September 6 

 

Thirteen sisters came to the Centre for a week-long  
retreat led by Sr. Janet Mock (Baden) who used various 
religious paintings, Scriptures, and spiritual writings for 
meditation and focusing. The sisters included Americans 
with two sisters from Peru and one sister from the Congo. 
Interpreters were provided for Spanish and French 

speakers.  

Mission Effectiveness Program Inspires lay Women — September 23 to 30 

 
Sister Dolores Clerico (Philadelphia) led 12 lay women from 
Canada, India, and the USA in the Mission Effectiveness  
program. The women were teachers, school counselors, health 
care providers, and administrators for CSJ institutions and  
congregational offices. They were here to learn more about the 
history and spirituality of the Sisters of St. Joseph as well as 

their fundamental place within the call and mission of unity. 
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Cultural Diversity Project — September 9 to 20 

Sisters of St. Joseph from all over the world gathered at the International Centre for the 10-day Cultural 
Diversity Project. They come from Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Congo, France, India, Ivory Coast, 
Lebanon, Madagascar, Mexico, Switzerland, and USA. Many of them work or had worked in other  
countries—21 in all. 
 
The 24 sisters were mostly newly professed. They were joined by three translators and two project  
directors. For many of the sisters, this was their first time out of their country or on an airplane, however, 
all were jubilant to be here and to learn concepts and strategies of intercultural communication and conflict 

resolution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interpreters work with the  

sisters in four languages. 

Outdoor activities complement the 
hard work inside the conference 

room. 

Diversity Evenings feature different cultures with presentations and gifts. 
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Ken Parsons and Carol Coburn, evaluators of the project from Avila 

Sr. Maria Del 

Pilar “Pepis” 

CSJ Pilgrimage VII — October 19 to 25 

 

 

 

Thirteen pilgrims from the  
Congregation of St. Joseph learned 
about the origins of the first six sisters. 
They rolled into the Centre driveway at 
9:45 p.m. bedraggled and tired from 
their 24-hour journey from Chicago, 
but their spirits remained high. The 
next morning they were up for  
breakfast at 7:30, a briefing session at 
9 and a walk to the old city of  
Le Puy-en-Velay at 10. Pilgrimage  
director and guide Carol Crepeau also 
took them to Monistrol, Lyon and 

Taize. 
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Pilgrimage to Our CSJ Origins — October 10 to 16 

Sr. Line Rioux and Sr. Eluiza de Andrade led a pilgrimage for participants from Argentina, Australia, and 
USA to the key places in the history of the Sisters of St. Joseph. The pilgrims were invited to reflect on 
God's active presence in the persons studied and places visited. They were also asked to become aware 
of God's presence in their own lives through the mission and charism. Visits included Le Puy-en-Velay,  
St. Flour, Bas-en-Basset, Monistrol, St. Didier-en-Velay. In Lyon they visited the Heritage Room, CSJL 

Chapel, the Basilica of Fourvière, and Mother St. John's gravesite. 

 

In Monistrol, the pilgrims 
had tea with the sisters 
from the SSJ Institute. 
Later they had lunch 

there. 

The pilgrims stopped in St. Flour 
where Fr. Jean Pierre Médaille 
began his ministry as a priest.  

They also visited the school 
once sponsored by the  
Sisters of St. Joseph.  A 
retired teacher provided a tour. 

While strolling in 
the old city, they 
stopped to look at 
the window display 

of a local patisserie. 

In St. Didier-en-Velay, they visited 
the prison where Mother St. John 
Fontbonne was held. They also 
received a tour from one of the 

staff of Jeanne d’Arc School. 



9 

Board Meets in October 

 
The International Centre Board met for three days of  
meetings. The sisters represent the congregations of  

Canada, France, Italy, and USA.  

Sr. Loretta Manzara, the new Executive Director of the  
Federation of Sisters of St. Joseph of Canada, joined the 

group to replace Sr. Nancy Sullivan.  

Sr. Nicoletta Vanda who represented the Italian Federation, 

left the Board. We await her replacement. 

Global Coordinating Group Meets 

at the Centre 

 
Members of the Global Coordinating Group of 
the Sisters of St. Joseph met for three days to 
discuss their platform for the sisters’  
international efforts. The sisters represent the 
Federations of Canada, France, Italy, the USA, 

and the congregation in Argentina.   

Centre Visitors 

 

Sisters Rose Lecante and Marie Philippe 
Richard from the Lyon Congregation came to 
the Centre for dinner one lovely Saturday after-
noon in September. They were treated to an Ital-
ian dinner made by Olga, who had stayed with 
the sisters in Lyon last March when she was 

studying French. 
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Tracy Cobb of Kalamazoo, Michigan, came to the 
Centre while she was on a trip to France with 
friends. She is a friend of Olga, who joined the  
Centre staff in July. Besides catching up on news 
about home, the two toured Le Puy-en-Velay, Lake  
Bouchet, Polignac fortress, and a day trip in the 

French countryside to Vichy. 

Young French people joined Sisters Marie Heckmann and Béatrice Goujet to view the Living  

History Centre during their pilgrimage to Le Puy-en-Velay.  

Sr. Béatrice (centre) 

Sr. Marie 

(centre) 

Mary Passage and Bill Trump of  
Minneapolis made a mini-pilgrimage 
to Le Puy-en-Velay while they were  

visiting France in October.  
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Communauté Chamalier (Soeurs Institut de St Joseph) 

 

Olivia & David LaBouff from California visited the  
Living History Centre. Olivia was taught by the Sisters 
of St. Joseph of Carondelet in Los Angeles, California. 
She continued to be connected to the sisters by 
lending financial support to her high school and college 
alma mater, St. Mary’s Academy and Mount St. Mary’s 
University, and by serving on the Board of Directors for 

St. Mary’s Academy from 2006 to 2015.   

 

Sisters Odile Gaillard, Marie-
Reine Boyer, Sr Marie-Antoinette 
Falvard, Thérèse Vacher, and 
Marie-Pierre Delorme from 
Claremont-Ferrand spent a sunny 
Sunday afternoon in November 
for dinner at the Centre and a look 

at the Living History Centre.  

Chambéry sisters visit the Living 

History Centre.  

(left to right) Sr Odila Queiroz,  

Martine and Sr Myrian Gauthier 
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Sr. Line Rioux — Five Years of Dedicated 

and Loving Service at the International Center 

by Patty Johnson, Board member of the International Center 

“Meeting sisters, associates, and lay people from all over the 
world was such a gift and blessing,” said Sr. Line Rioux as she 
ended her five years of dedicated service as a staff member at 

the International Centre.   

“Whenever we encounter people we are blessed, but at the 
International Center I was blessed 100-fold by these  

encounters.” 

Line leaves Le Puy-en-Velay to become the First Assistant on 
the General Council of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Lyon. 

 
As the longest serving staff member, she has powerful  
memories of the development of the International Centre during 
her time here.  Although she faced many challenges, Line  
accomplished many things by working with capable, good  
sisters.  These accomplishments include the building’s  
renovations with provisions for handicapped accessibility; an 
improved financial position with three years of balanced  
budgets; an increase of international visitors; celebration of the 
Centre’s 10th anniversary that involved many local leaders and 
citizens; and the opening of the Living History Centre. 

 
“It’s the people who make this place,” said Line.  “There is a spirit here. I feel an excitement in the reality of 
how those who come here return home and energize those around them. I am so aware of how alive and 
well the charism is, especially in our lay people who are connected with us.”  
 
Line also noted that although living internationally has its challenges, 
it also has its graces. 
 
“The give-and-take needs to happen,” she said, “but I now know India 
and Brazil in a more meaningful way by living with Sisters Gracy and 
Eluiza. I will continue to grow in this internationality as a General  
Councilor in an international congregation.” 
 
On behalf of the Centre Board, we give many thanks to Line for her 
dedicated service. 
  

Line and Eluiza 
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Line and Gracy 

Sisters 
Catherine,  
Line,  
Lilly,  

Rosa Maria 

The first photo of the newly-elected Generalte. 

Staff would also like to thank Line for staying on 
at the Centre during the busy fall season to  
continue to offer hospitality to our guests and to 
train new staff members. Juggling two jobs, 
including the transition to congregational 

leadership, went beyond the call of duty. 

The Board also honored Sr. Nicoletta Vanda for her many years of service 
on the Board. Nicoletta represented the Italian Federation, Aoste  

Congregation. 

 

Sr. Anita Moves On to Chambéry  

Anita Pastore, a Sister of St. Joseph of Chambery, Province of Brazil, 
will leave the Centre at the end of the year. She has appreciated all 
the people she has met and all the things she has learned about the 

worldwide presence of the Sisters of St. Joseph. 
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2018 Programs 

The Lace is Not Yet Finished – A CSSJ Federation Workshop 

Begins on Wednesday, May 23 at 6 pm and ends on Monday, May 29 after breakfast 

Director:  Jane Delisle, CSJ is a Sister of St. Joseph from Orange, CA, USA. Jane has 
come to Le Puy many times with sisters and staff from the Orange Health Systems. 

Suggested Contribution:  650 to 750 Euros. 
 
 
 
 

 

Ignatian Retreat in the Heart of Our CSJ Foundation  (in English and French) 

Begins with 6:00 pm dinner on Monday, August 6 and ends on Tuesday, August 14  
at 11am after our closing liturgy  

Directors:  

Fr. Bill Clark, SJ, is Associate Professor of Religious Studies at the College of the 
Holy Cross in Worcester, MA. Since 1993, he has been a director for many retreats at 
centers of the Sisters of St. Joseph in the U.S., Norway, and Denmark as well as at  
Le Puy in 2015. 

Line Rioux, CSJ (Lyon, USA- Winslow Sector), served on the 
Centre International staff for 5 years and is presently on the General Team of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Lyon. 

Other Directors as needed. Suggested Contribution:  For 7 nights 450 to 550 Eu-
ros. (Fee is all inclusive:  room & board, spiritual director, etc.)    
 
 
 

 

Guided Retreat:  Grace Under Fire—Living the Great love 

in Turbulent Times 

Begins Tuesday, August 28, 6:00pm with Dinner and ends Wednesday, September 6, 
after breakfast. 

Director:  Janet Mock, CSJ is a , formation, congregational leadership, community 
outreach and worked at the Religious Formation Conference and the Leadership  
Conference of Women Religious in the USA.  Janet is currently involved in facilitation 
and retreat ministry, and lives in Aliquippa, PA. 

Suggested Contribution:  650 to 750 Euros. 
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Mission Effectiveness: The Charism Alive in CSSJ Ministries 

Begins on Sunday, September 22, 5pm and ends Sunday, September 29, after 
breakfast. 

Director:  Sister Dolores Clerico, is a Philadelphia Sister of Saint Joseph (USA) 
with ministry experience in academic, parish, diocesan, and congregational  
arenas. She is a frequent speaker, workshop presenter, and retreat facilitator  
for Sisters, Associates, and Partners in Mission throughout the United States  
and annually at the International Centre.  

Suggested Contribution:  650 to 750 Euros   

 

 

 

Pilgrimage to Our CSJ Origins 

Begins on Monday, October 22 with evening meal and ends after breakfast on  
Tuesday, October 30. 

Directors: 

Eluiza de Andrade, CSJ is Sister of St. Joseph of Chambery, Province of Brazil.  
She is on staff at the Centre International. 

 

 

Line Rioux, CSJ (Lyon, USA Province), served on the Centre International  
staff for 5 years and is presently on the General Team of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Lyon. 

Suggested Contribution: 550 to 650 Euros 
 

 

 

 

 
GO TO www.centreinternationalssj.org  
for more information and to REGISTER 

for any of the above Retreats and Programs. 

http://www.centreinternationalssj.org/

