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Announcing Our 2019 Programs! 

 
The second half of the season has been very busy with several  
programs, groups, and individuals coming to the Centre for  
pilgrimages, retreats, meetings, and a look into our roots. We 
have had sisters from all over the world, including novices from 
the French congregations of Chambéry and the Institut. We have 
also had many lay people 

who are involved as associates, 
volunteers, and professionals in 
Sisters of St. Joseph ministries. 
All of this intercultural diversity 
and soulful activity has certainly 
turned out to be an interesting 

and enriching 
experience for all 
our participants. 
So, it’s time to 
prepare for next 
year, and this edition of our newsletter will help you do  
just that. We are announcing our 2019 programs, which  
include two new and exciting programs: one on using 
archives and the other on the Two Trinities. Meanwhile, 
Advent, Christmas, and the New Year are upon us. We 
at the Centre pray that all of you are moved by this  
special season of love, hope, and joy. 

Embracing the past …  

                   Nurturing the Present … 

                                  Creating the Future ... 
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Retreat:  Grace Under Fire: Living the Great Love 

in Turbulent Times —August 28 to September 6 

Sisters from Baden, Brentwood, Canada, Lyon, and Rochester participated in a guided retreat with Janet 
Mock. The sisters reflected on and prayed about the privilege and call to live the charism and spirituality of 
Sisters of St. Joseph by claiming its incarnational power in a world  

hungering for great love. The retreat 
focused on the six core virtues of our 
CSSJ spirituality. Each day began with 
Morning Prayer and a reflection by  
Janet Mock on one of the core virtues 
and its relevance in today's world.  
Sisters had the rest of the day to pray 
as they wished. Each evening, the 
group gathered for evening prayer and 
shared the State of the Heart. The  
retreat was silent all day including  
during breakfast and lunch. The open 
evening meal allowed sisters to talk 

together and tell stories.  

Mission Effectiveness—September 22-29  

Sixteen lay people and three translators participated in the Mission Effectiveness program, directed by  
Sr. Dolores Clerico. The participants came from Brazil, Canada, France, India, Italy, and the United 
States. The translators included Sr. Ivani Maria  Gandini (Portuguese), Sr. Maria Cristina Gavazzi (Italian), 

and Sr. Simone Saugues (French).  

The Mission Effectiveness program offers a pilgrimage for lay partners in mission and  provides an  
immersion experience into the original spirit and global dimension of the charism and spiritual tradition of 
the Sisters of St. Joseph. It includes people who are associated with one of the ministries founded by the 

Sisters of Saint Joseph as administrators, staff persons, board members, or supporters.   
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Several participants wrote about how the program affected them. To see their reflections, click on to the 
Centre’s blog: 

https://internationalcentressj.blogspot.com/2018/10/mission-effectiveness-reflections.html  

 

Pilgrimage to Our CSJ Origins—October 22-30 

Former Centre staff member Sr. Line Rioux returned to the Centre to team up with Sr. Eluiza to present  
the “Pilgrimage to Our CSJ Origins” to four sisters—three from Argentina and one from Senegal. Sr. Mary 

McGlone (USA) acted as translator.  

In Le Puy, the sisters visited the 
Kitchen, the Living History Centre, 
the Cathedral de Notre Dame du 
Puy, l'Eglise du College, and the 
Tree of the Martyrs. They also went 
to visit St. Flour where Fr. Medaille 
was first missioned as well as to 
places significant to Mother St. 
John Fontbonne: Bas-en-Basset 
(her birthplace), Monistrol (her first  
mission), St. Didier-en-Velay 
(the place where she was  
imprisoned during the French 
Revolution), and Lyon (the  
motherhouse she established)  
and her graveside. The pilgrimage 
was interspersed with input,  

reflection, sharing and prayer. 

Edson and Cristina 

https://internationalcentressj.blogspot.com/2018/10/mission-effectiveness-reflections.html
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Beautiful St. Michael 

 Sunset 
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Chambéry Novices Make Pilgrimage to Le Puy—July 11-16 

Three novices and their directress along with two first  
professed Sisters of St. Joseph of Chambéry (France) came 

to Le Puy for a five-day pilgrimage this month.  

Sr. Annie, novice directress from India, accompanied the group 
in a new novitiate program that exposes the sisters to France 
and French culture during their canonical year. Previously, the 

novices met in India.  

In addition to the study, prayer, and solitude of the novitiate,  
the novices were learning the French language--and doing  
pretty well at it. They also all speak English along with their 
regional native languages. The novices include Savita, Sapna, 
and Nirmal. Anna is from Vietnam. For the past nine years she 
has been living in Norway and currently studying social work. 

Jayarani is an elementary teacher from India.  

The sisters walked all over the city visiting sites that are special to the Sisters of St. Joseph. They climbed 
all three mounts—St. Michel, Notre Dame, and St. Joseph—and never tired. They also had an opportunity 
to celebrate July 14, the national holiday of France, that was complete with fireworks, music, and the 

nightly spectacle of the luminaries.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(left to right) Srs. Jayarani, Sapna, 
Savita, Nirmal, Anna, and Annie 

One day they made a special Indian-Vietnamese fusion meal of chicken, 
green beans, a tomato dish, and rice. On their last day at the Centre they 
made chapati, which went nicely with leftovers from our  
caterer, Cuisine Central.    

The sisters visited Martine's lace shop, learned 
a bit about lacemaking—and then tried it  

themselves. 
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Carmen Villegas Rogers—July 19-22 

 

 

 

Institut Sisters—August 13-14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visitors from the Midwest USA—September 7-10   

 

 

 

 

 

While visiting her in-laws in Italy, Carmen came to the Centre for a few days 
to visit Le Puy for the first time. She is a professor of French and Spanish at 

Chestnut Hill College in Philadelphia.  

Institut sisters from Africa visited Le Puy with several French sisters as their companions. They visited 
the Kitchen and the Scenography and later met the sisters at the Retirement House St. Joseph (former 
Motherhouse of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Le Puy) who provided refreshments. They, in turn, sang a 

few songs.  

Eluiza (red blouse on right) provided the sisters with 
a tour (in French) of historic sites in the Old City of 

Josetta Wood (left) from Michigan, an associate 
of the Congregation of St. Joseph, and her friend, 
Sandy Holm (right) of Minnesota, stopped off in 
Le Puy during a trip to France. They stayed at the 
Centre, toured the city, went to Mass at the  
Cathedral, ate at local restaurants, and bought 

lace at Martine’s shop. 
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Institut Sisters Meet at the Centre—October 6  

 

 

Congregation of St. Joseph comes to Le Puy October 11-17 

Fourteen members of the Congregation of  
St. Joseph came to Le Puy for a pilgrimage. 
Led by Sr. Carol Crepeau, the group visited  
the Kitchen, the Living History Centre, the 
College d’Église, and other historic sites.  
Afterward, they went to Lyon to spend a  
couple days learning about Mother St. John 

Fontbonne. They also took a side trip to Taizé. 

 

John and Irene Coyle 

October 20 

The Institut sisters met to report on the Summer meeting of the Apostolic Council to 23 sisters of the  
Auvergne-Rhone-Alps area of southcentral France. They met in the Conference Room at the Centre.  
Although they were scheduled to spend the day, they efficiently completed their work and shared a joyful 

Sr. Pierre Marie and Sr. Agathe  

John and Irene were on holiday in France, and they stopped by 
the Centre for a visit. Irene was a sister with the Brentwood  
congregation on Long Island, NY. John was a former diocesan 
priest in New York.   
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JPIC Sisters of Lyon Meet 

at the Centre November 1-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Institut Sisters Make a Mini-Pilgrimage—November 16-18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lyon Congregation brought together sister representatives from each Province/Region/Sector who 
are on Justice, Peace & Integrity of Creation (JPIC) Commission. They met to discuss the mandate from 
last year’s General Chapter on responsibility to God’s Creation. They invited Sr. Odile Coirier, a  
Franciscan Missionary from western France, to speak on this topic. The nine sister representatives who 
attended were from Burkina Faso, Egypt, France, India, Ireland, and Mexico. All four sisters of the  
General Council were also present including Catherine Barange (France), General Superior; Line Rioux 

(USA); Rosa Maria Oviedo (Mexico); and Lilly Thockanattu (India).  

One of the Institut communities came to the Centre for a weekend pilgrimage. It included two of this year’s 
novices, Laurence Deleuze and Nicole Faurite and other sisters of varying ages, some of whom have been 
in leadership. The sisters visited the Kitchen, the Scenography, St. Michel, and shared meals together with 

Centre staff. The community lives in Lyon, France. 
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This year’s garden harvest was  
plentiful with loads of tomatoes  
and a few squash. In reality, it was  
miraculous that we had a harvest  
at all. The endless rains and cold 
weather of April and May delayed 
planting. The lack of rain in June  
and July made the harvest  
doubtful. However, Eluiza’s green 
thumb and daily watering proved  
equal to the test of such adversity.  

The tomatoes were a delight for us, and our fall guests were able to  

partake delicious cherry tomato salads, too. 

Sr. Ann Letourneau, CSJ 
Participant in Congregation of  

St. Joseph Pilgrimage, October 11-17, 2018 

 

“Fraternity of the  

Institute of the Sisters  

of St. Joseph” October 21 

An association of sisters and laymen of the 
spiritual family of the Saint Joseph Institute 
in France. More information about the new 
group will be explained in the next edition  
of the newsletter. 

This Year’s Garden Harvest 
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From Archives to History 

This program begins on Monday, July 29 and end on Friday, August 2  

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

  Suggested Contribution: 655 to 755 Euros (if paid with cash) 
   675 to 775 Euros (if paid with a bank transfer) 

 

 

 

 

Guided Retreat: Grace Under Fire-Living the Great Love 

in Turbulent Times 

Begins Sunday, August 18 and ends Monday, August 26 

   

  

 

 

 

Presenters :  

Sœur Catherine Louis Louis was the first Superior General of the Sisters of 

Saint Joseph of the Institute.  She lives in Clermont-Ferrand, France.  

Sœur Nadia Boudon-Lashermes, from the Institute of the Sisters of Saint 

Joseph in France, is trained in History and Geography.   

The Sisters participated in the implementation of the scenography.  

Presenter: 
Janet Mock, CSJ is a Sister of St. Joseph of Baden, PA in the USA. She 
served in the ministries of education, formation, congregational leadership, 
community outreach and worked at the Religious Formation Conference 
and the Leadership Conference of Women Religious in the USA. Janet is 
currently involved in facilitation and retreat ministry, and lives in Aliquippa, 

PA. 

Suggested Contribution:  

655 to 755 Euros (if paid with cash) 

675 to 775 Euros (if paid with a bank transfer) 
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Pilgrimage to Our CSJ Origins 

Begins on Wednesday, August 28 and ends on Wednesday, September 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lace is Not Yet Finished - A CSSJ Federation Workshop 

Begins on Monday, September 9 and ends on Sunday, September 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Effectiveness: The Charism Alive in CSSJ Ministries 

Begins on Saturday, September 21 and ends Saturday, September 28 

 

Presenters: 
Eluiza de Andrade, CSJ is Sister of St. Joseph of Chambery,  

Province of Brazil. She is on staff at the International Centre. 

Line Rioux, CSJ (Lyon, USA Province), served on the Centre  
International staff for five years and is presently on the General  

Team of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Lyon. 

Suggested Contribution: 555 to 655 Euros (if paid with cash) 

575 to 675 Euros (if paid with a bank transfer) 

Presenter: Jane Delisle, CSJ is a Sister of St. Joseph from Orange, CA, 
USA. Jane has come to Le Puy-enVelay many times with sisters and staff 

from the Orange Health Systems. 

Suggested Contribution: 655 to 755 Euros (if paid with cash)  

675 to 775 Euros (if paid with a bank transfer) 

Sister Dolores Clerico is a Philadelphia Sister of Saint Joseph (USA) 
with ministry experience in the academic, parish, diocesan, and con-
gregational arenas. She is a frequent speaker, workshop presenter, 
and retreat facilitator for sisters, associates, and partners in mission 

throughout the United States and annually at the International Centre. 

Suggested Contribution: 655 to 755 Euros (if paid with cash) 

675 to 775 Euros (if paid with a bank transfer) 
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The Prophetic Stance of Relationship: The Two Trinities as a  

Model of Dynamic Love 

Begins on Saturday, October 19 and ends on Friday, October 25 

 

 

 

 

 

GO TO www.centreinternationalssj.org for more information and to REGISTER 
for any of the above Retreats, Pilgrimages, and Programs. 

We offer you many opportunities at the Centre throughout the year including: 

• Guided pilgrimages 

• Group visits 

• Individual visits 

• Private retreats 

• Personalized reflective days 

 
For more information or to schedule some time at the Centre, e-mail us at: 

centre.international@wanadoo.fr  

 

Presenter : 
Linda Buck, CSJ is a Sister of St. Joseph of Orange (CA) in the USA. 
She currently serves in the ministry of Initial Formation and is a psy-
chotherapist and spiritual director. She is a frequent presenter in the 
areas of theology, spirituality and psychology. 
 
Suggested Contribution: 655 to 755 Euros (if paid with cash) 
675 to 775 Euros (if paid with a bank transfer) 

We wish you a Merry and a  

Spirit-filled Christmas and a 

Blessed and Happy New Year. 

http://www.centreinternationalssj.org
mailto:centre.international@wanadoo.fr

