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Centre Board Announces New Staff

At the September Board Meeting, in Le Puy-en-Velay, the Board of Directors named the three-member team who would assume staffing the Centre:  Lorraine Malo, Toronto, Canada; Martha Tharamuttathu,  Kerala, India; Donna Cicalese, Philadelphia, USA.  Currently, Martha is in Lyon improving her French skills.  Donna and Lorraine are pursuing work on their Visas.  Once they have them, they will come to France.


The Board also welcomed its new member from the Annecy Congregation, Martina Gmunder.  Martina takes the place of Marie Louise Vulliez, whose term of office ended in May.  Martina was recently elected to the Annecy General Council.   In attendance at the Board meeting was Gabriella Canavesio, Superior of the Pinerole Congregation, substituting for Gemma Delmasso who could not attend. Sister Filippina accompanied Gabriella as a translator.  The Board welcomed back Barbara Bozak who facilitated the meeting.


At the conclusion of the meeting, the Board formally thanked the current staff with a prayer and blessing, and presented each with a gift.  As part of their regular report, Mary, Sheila and Josette presented the Board with a paper, entitled, "Our Best Wisdom," in which they outlined recommendations for the future of the Centre.  The Board will discern these with the new staff.

October 2007 Program for Lay Partners Merited Applause

Participants in the October program, CSSJ Charism: Its Relevance and Imperative, were high in their praise of the week-long event.  For this first attempt at such a program, 11 men and women from the United States and Canada found their way to Le Puy-en-Velay to hear the wisdom of Dolores Clerico, Philadelphia Congregation, and to be guided by her and the Team of the Centre to greater depths of understanding of the CSSJ charism and spirituality.  

Those attending minister in leadership positions at Sisters of St Joseph institutions as college campus minister, high school presidents and principals, directors of nursing homes, CFO and internal auditor, or program director of a retreat center. One participant is co-director of a congregation's Associate Program.   

Being in the milieu of the founding and earliest years of the congregation helped concretize the history they learned.  As one woman said, "I cannot overstate the importance of holding this program in Le Puy.  It added volumes to the spirit of this gathering."
[image: image2.jpg]





Jacqueline, Margaret and Kerry share insights on their living the


              CSSJ charism in their ministries. 


The week included time for personal reflection, ritual, visits to historical sites as well as group interaction. In the words of other participants:


"This was a wonderful integrative experience.  The more I am in touch with the roots of the Sisters of St. Joseph, the more I understand the evolving nature of life." 


"I came to Le Puy in search of a definitive teaching regarding the SSJ charism, but leave with the realization that this charism lies within the hearts of all who yearn to live in a more integrated world."


"As a lay leader of a CSSJ sponsored ministry, I cannot recommend this program enough.  It is rich with history, heart, prayer and charism.  I am inspired to carry on the mission of the Sisters."


"I cannot put into words all that this week has meant to me as I journey with the Sisters of St. Joseph.  I knew I worked with them; now, I know I am in step with them."

The week ended with all the participants asking when the next program would be so they could set aside the dates for others who work with them.  And so, this conference will be repeated, next year, October 18 – 25, 2008.

Young Adult Program In Process


The gathering of young adults, ages 21 – 30, originally set for August 3 – 13, 2008 is currently being reconsidered.   Further information will be forthcoming as soon as possible.
June 7 – 14, 2007     Radical Grace  

This contemplative experience offers participants an opportunity to explore links between mysticism and justice in the CSSJ spiritual heritage.  Each day will include a rhythm of input, personal prayer and reflection with opportunities for creative/artistic activities, and communal dialogue. 
Facilitators:  Joan Atkinson, Sue Wilson, Canadian Federation Peace and Justice Coordinators
Languages: French, English
Cost:  600 euros 

Applications due by April 1, 2008.
Download application form from the web site
_1261658993.unknown

