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  Embracing our Past. . . Memories from Le Puy 
 Sister Alice Francoise was  born 

in 1917 in Haute Loire, France.  She spent 
most of her childhood in a small village 
named Les Estables, located at the foot of 
Mount Mezenc, close to the starting place 
of the Loire River.  This is where her family 
raised animals.  Sister Alice recalls: We had 
beautiful pastures.  There were many 
sources of water everywhere so we never 
experienced drought. 

 “The practice of our faith was very 
strong; families went to Mass every Sun-

day and after the Mass we would share the Gospel passage and homily as a family.”  During those days in the 
village, relationships among people were solid and caring.  There were times when Sister Fulgence, her fa-
ther’s sister, visited the family.  It was through these visits that Alice, like her aunt, felt called to religious life. 
At sixteen and a half years of age she began her novitiate in Le Puy with 14 other novices.  May 29th, 1936, 
she took the habit as a Sister of St. Joseph. 

 In 1938 she went to Paris where she ministered with five other sisters at St. Sulpice Major Seminary.  
In 1953 she returned to Le Puy, where she worked at Maison Jalavoux, a convalescent center, directed by the 
Sisters of St. Joseph.  She also did outreach services 

for the community and 
people of the area.  She 
has fond memories of the 
“Crooked Bridge” in Le 
Puy.  It was a common 
practice to see both pe-
destrians and cars use the 
bridge to cross the Borne 
River.  Imagine!  Sister 
Alice regularly drove 
across this bridge and 
without a worry! She 

smilingly  recalls, with a 

twinkle in her eyes, “Life 
was simpler in those 
days.” 
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  “In the homes we would often see large black stoves with a special 
copper pot used to boil water.  Rather than “Super U” there were many 
vegetable gardens. When their work for the day was done, the women 
would make lace as a means of having a little extra money on hand. “ To 
this day, Sister Alice likes to take out her lace frame so as not to forget the 
art of lace making.                                                                                                                                                     

 During the years spent at Maison de 
Jalavoux, Sister Alice watched as the 
adjacent farm area became a retirement 
community for the Sisters.  Today, the 
building has become Centre International; 
however, it still has a large meadow with 
cherry and apple trees that continue to 
produce fruit for the community 

 Thank you Sister Alice Francoise.  At 96 years of age, your life speaks a 
story of fidelity, perseverance and zeal for the mission.  In the words of one of 
Fr. Médaille’s maxims, “As concerns your zeal, let it be always in proportion 
with the love of God you hold in your heart.  May that love be large so that 
your zeal may be great.” 

Nurturing the present… 
On Pilgrimage in the Footsteps of our Founders 

 July 11 through 18 a group of Sisters made a pilgrim-
age into our past history, our present journey and looked to 
the future.  Guided by Sheila Holly, ssj, this program took 
place in English, French and Portuguese.  Two participants 
share their thoughts with us: 

     “It’s wonderful to be at the International Centre – so close   
to the cradle of the congregation – where it all began.  Every-
thing speaks to me of our spirit of communion and unity with 
the entire world.  It’s good to experience the spirit of unity among ourselves and share with one another the 
zeal that burns within each one of us for the mission.  I feel at home. Obrigada! Thank you! Merci! »                                                           

         ~ Lidia Gomes Menegatt – Province of São Paulo, Brazil 
 

 “To walk where Father 
Médaille and our first sisters 
walked, to imagine their unique 
experiences and what they must 
have felt, and to apply all of this to 
our own reality has been a moving 
experience for me.”                                    
bb   ~ Irmã Zelia Camatti,  Sweden 

 



 

 

 

 Feast of the 
 Assumption 

Aug. 15th                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
      

 Le Puy en Ve-
lay is one of the old-
est pilgrim sites of 
Western Europe.   
Dating back to the 5th 
century, people have 
been coming to Le 
Puy to pray to the 
Blessed Mother.  It is also a feast day when crowds 

traditionally gather 
here in procession 
with the Black 
Madonna during the 
afternoon of August 
15th.   
 Center Interna-
tional Sisters partici-
pated with two visi-
tors,  Angela Faustina 
and Marjorie Lawless, 
Sisters of St. Joseph, 
Carondolet.              

 

      

 A visit from Belgium 

 A few reflections sent by Sister Ann Maes from a 
group of sisters and associates who visited Centre Inter-
national July 6th...  

 “To come to know the origins of the Congregation 
of the Sisters of St. Joseph in a deeper way has touched 
me personally… and to do this in a simple way and in a 
spirit of good heartedness, has been good for me.” 

 “As for myself, this has been a genuine revelation 
and I will always have wonderful memories.  Sister 
Simone, you guided this visit with tremendous energy.  
We learned a lot and benefited from the entire day.” 

And… “May our spirit spread such that it touches the entire world.”         Belgian Sisters and Associates 
   

A visit from Copenhagen, Denmark 

 
     “Our little 
group of Sis-
ters and as-
sociates vis-
ited sites 
close to our 
hearts and 
heritage.  
This photo, 
taken on rue 
Mere St. 
John Font-
bonne, re-
calls her 
birthpace 
and the years 
she spent 
here, return-
ing to Bas en Basset  during the French Revolution, 
where she cared for her parents until she was asked by 
Cardinal Fesch, Archbishop of Lyon, to go to St. 
Etienne where she reconstituted the congregation and 
received the “Black Daughters, ” among whom was 
Sister Susanne Marcoux, foundress of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Chambery, 1812.”                  
                     ~ Susanne  Hoyos, Denmark   
 

(Included in the photo is Mr. Michel Petiot, current owner of the 
house on 5 rue d’Eglise, the commonly agreed upon Fontbonne 
family home.) 
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Educators Winter Formation Seminar                                                                                                                                        
Begins evening of January  26; ends morning of February 5, 2013.                                                                                                                
An integrative study program helping educators to apply the values and fundamental principles of the Sisters of          
St. Joseph in their respective educational environment. Register by Oct. 1, 2012.  

Little Design Communities Rebirthing  (Eucharistic Letter Revisited)                                                                      
Begins evening of June 1, 2013. Ends morning of June 10, 2013.  English/French.                                                                                      
Begins evening of June 14, 2013, ends morning of June 24, 2013.  English/Spanish.                                                                              
This is a contemplative experience based on the prophetic-mystical text of The Eucharistic Letter (J.P. Médaille, 1660). 
Register by Feb. 1, 2013.  

Expanding the Global Heart                                                                                                                                                                        
Begins evening of Aug. 3, 2013. Ends morning of Aug. 12, 2013.  English/other language tbd per registration.                                                                           
Begins evening of Aug. 19, 2013, ends evening of Aug. 28, 2013. English/other language tbd per registration.       
Looking through the lens of our history and heritage and all we have become, Sisters will reflect on where we are     
today and where we have yet to go.  Register by May 1, 2013.     

Mission Effectiveness:  The Charism Alive in CSSJ Ministries                                                                                                             
Begins evening of Oct.1st 2013, ends morning of Oct 8, 2013. English /(language) to be determined per registration. 
This program offers a pilgrimage for associates and lay partners in ministry, providing an immersion experience in the 
original spirit and global dimension  of our CSSJ charism.  Register by May 1, 2013.                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Paint/Qigong Retreat in the heart of Le Puy, France                                                                                                                            
Begins the evening of October 14, 2013.  Ends the morning of October 21, 2013.                                                          
English/other  language tbd per registration.                                                                                                                                                  
A Contemplative Art Retreat  incorporating the practice of art and Qigong as vehicles to connect with the 
roots and energy of the first Sisters of St Joseph and their  creative leader,  John Pierre Médaille.                                               
Register by May 1, 2013.           

Suggested contribution for Programs:  

650 Euros -  includes room, meals, and materials plus 4 Euros - annual membership dues. Refer to 
www.centreinternationalssj.org for more information and on line registration or                                                                                   

email  centre.international@wanadoo.fr 
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 Au revoir Nicole 
“Nikki”  Endsley... a 

Yale University student 
majoring in Anthropology 
and Religion, spent time in 
Le Puy as she researched 
the topic of pilgrimages as 
related to religious 
denominations, society 
and economy. She 
incorporated more than 
60 interviews into her final 

paper including personal time on the 
“Via Podiensis” which starts in  Le Puy 
and leads to the Spanish sanctuary of 
Santiago de Compostelle. 

 Au revoir Rita Baum … having completed 

her three year term at the Centre International, it was 
time for Rita to say goodbye. She has returned to 
Florida to resume 
ministry with her local 
L’Arche Community.  
The picture to the right 
depicts a visit by 
members of the Le Puy 
Faith and Light 
Community—people 
with disabilities and 
their families and 
friends who meet 
monthly to pray and 
share together.   

      Creating the Future:  Centre International Programs 2013                                      

http://www.centreinternationalssj.org



