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“A people without memory is a people without a future.”  

(Aimé Césaire) 

The Centre International St. Joseph Board and the Global Coordinating Group for many years, at least 
since 2008, have been talking about preserving the Le Puy archives. In 2012 Mr. Joseph Rogers arrived 
at the door of the Centre International which he had heard about while visiting Le Puy. He had been 
taught by the Sisters of St. Joseph in the United States and expressed particular interest in the archives of 
the Sisters. Sr. Claudette des Forges (US), on staff at the Centre at the time of his visit, referred him to 

the then President of the International Center Board, Sr. Valerie Van Cauwenberghe (Canada).   

In the Fall of 2012, Sr. Valerie and Mr. Rogers spoke on the telephone and it was agreed the Canadian 
Federation would request grant monies to purchase shelving, map cases, pedestal, restoration of three 
paintings, and software system for computer use, etc.  The grant was received and since then Sr. Patty 
Johnson, US Federation of the Sisters of St. Joseph, and President of the Centre International Board 

made a similar request in 2013 and received a favorable answer.   

This wonderful project had as a focus “The preservation of the Archives and the conditions for their  
consultation” and “Welcoming the public by making the Archives display more attractive and easier to  
access…”  (Nadia BL) Using modern technology, a Scenography was set up so everyone who visited 
could very experientially enter the history. This unique history of our Foundation is intertwined throughout 

with the history of the Church in France and the history of France itself.   

Embracing the past …  

                   Nurturing the Present … 

                                  Creating the Future ... 
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This beautiful achievement was realized and celebrated on September 23, 2016 with an expressed deep 
gratitude to the generous donation of Mr. Joseph Rogers and the Anna-Maria Moggio Foundation and 

the investment of the Institute of the Sisters of St. Joseph which made it possible. 

Patty Johnson, US Federation described the evening of celebration: 

“Dignitaries and friends of the sisters from the area gathered with sisters from many Congregations to  

celebrate this significant opening. 

We were welcomed by Sr. Monique Vallon, the Superior General of the Institut St. Joseph. There were 
several speeches acknowledging the hard work of the Institut committee that envisioned and created the 
scenography content, the extraordinary technical assistance from Muséophone, the company who built 
and installed the technology, and the generosity and commitment of the Institut to share their sacred  
documents with the world. Mr. Joseph Rogers from the Moggio Foundation cut the ribbon and then the 

guests were invited to tour the museum. 

Most guests were astounded by the complexity, the use of technology, and the important way we told our 
story. Sr. Pauline Adampuklam, the General Superior of Annecy, spoke about the importance of her  
sisters from all over the world needing to visit this inspiring tribute to our history. Two teachers, Martine 
and Christine, who we have come to know over the years, were effusive in their praise of the Centre and 

its ability to inspire others in the charism and history of the Sisters of St. Joseph.   

The evening was capped off with a wonderful champagne reception with French delicacies that you can 
only imagine.  It is a wonderful place and should now be on every Sister of St. Joseph, Associate,  

Agrégée, and Partner in Ministry’s bucket list.”  (Patty Johnson, US Federation)                                 
 

 
 

<< Sisters Catherine Louis, Nilva (GCG), Nadia & Therese 
Chantal (Srs. Catherine Louis, Nadia and Therese Chantal very 

involved.in the actualization of the Archives) 



3 

 

<< Sisters Simone Sauges, Institut,  Catherine Barange, 

Superior General of CSJ Lyon, and Monique Vallon,  

Superior General of the Institut St. Jospeh  

<< Mayor Michel Chapuis, Le Puy en Velay addressing the 

group;  Fr. Chamaly, Pastor of Les Carmes parish in background. 

^ Addressing the people: Sr. Odile Gaillard, Institut S.J.                               

<< Valerie Cauwenberghe, CSJ in Canada (London)  

M. Laurent  
Wauquiez, 
Auvergne-Rhone-
Alpes  
Regional President       
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M. Joseph Rogers addresses the group in French and English. 

And the feast . . . 

Chefs of Carolys Restauration: Sebastian and assistant 
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 “Nurturing the present, we engage Sisters of St. Joseph, Associates, and  

lay partners in deepening their understanding of our mission and charism;  

we do this within an international setting and with a global focus.”  
 (from our Mission statement) 

As the months unfolded in 2016, all were mutually engaged and enriched by everyone who walked 
through our doors and stayed awhile. We welcomed 211 individuals who stayed for at least one overnight, 

and another 123 day visitors.  Let us meet some of them: 

 

August 6 & 13, Dolores Clerico, 
SSJ (Philadelphia, PA) and the 
Mission Effectiveness: Charism 
Alive participants graced us and 
each other. They came from Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana;  Boston,  
Massachusetts; Waterville, Maine; 
Cleveland, Ohio and Toronto,  
Ontario.   

At Mother St. Jean Fontbonne’s 

gravesite in Lyon. >> 
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This year’s Pilgrimage to our CSJ Origins held so many special moments while visiting the sites so  
significant to all of us. From August 22 to 29, Eileen Sullivan (CSJ from Springfield, MA.) relished her time 

in LePuy…in Bas-en-Basset…St. Dedier… 

The Dhunoo family (CA) visited Le Puy 
for several days, staying with us at the 
Centre. What a pleasure to have them 
with us!       
 
<< Grace, Caroline with Tiffany,  
Gerald, David and Eluiza 

David & his 

granddaugh-

ter Tiffany 

Everyone ready??? 

Mamie (Caroline) 

& Tiffany  

In St. Flour we experienced 
the warmth of Sisters  
Saint-Paul, Thérèse and  
Marie-Raymonde 
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September 7 to 13 the Congregation of St. Joseph with Sr. Carol Crepeau came on pilgrimage... 

Visiting 
Bas en Basset 

In Monistrol, again so warmly welcomed by 
the Community ...her is Sr. Annick with Eileen 
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The Joseph table…the pilgrims had gathered food 
items from the market and set up this beautiful and 
delicious collection of French food specialties… 

September 19-21 the Centre International Board met... 

Followed immediately by the Global Coordinating 
Group which met from September 22-25 
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The Lace is Not Yet Finished program with Sr. Jane Delisle enriched the Center with sisters from four 
Congregations (Annecy, Carondelet, Chambery, Lyon) and 8 Countries/Regions (Mexico, Sri Lanka, U.S., 
Brazil, France, India, South Wales, Egypt, and Burkina Faso). 

 

On that Friday, they encountered the Sisters from the 
Italian Congregation of Pignerole who had come to visit 
the new Archives…what a pleasant surprise and joy for 
everyone! Our Internationality at its best! 

and the First Kitchen Sisters from the Pignerole Congregation visit the Archives ... 
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For 10 full days in October 2016, we welcomed the second group for the Cultural Diversity and Conflict 
Management program made possible by the Hilton Foundation.  The team who facilitated these days  
included: Janet Gagon, CSJ Lyon, Maine Province, Marie Louise Ralisoa, CSJ from Aoste Congregation in 
Italy, a missionary presently in Madagascar, and Gloria Philip, CSJ from Argentina.  23 participants (all 
having responsibility for Formation) came from Argentina, Bolivia; Brazil (& Tanzania), Burkina Faso,  
Congo, Egypt, Haiti, India,  Ivory Coast, Madagascar, Mexico, USA, and Sri Lanka.  They represented 10 
Congregations (Annecy, Aoste, Argentina, Carondelet, Chambery, Cuneo, Institut Soeurs de St. Joseph, 
Lyon, Sao Jose de Pinerolo, and St. Vallier)  Another sister from Madagascar (Aoste Cong.) who was to 
participate died suddenly of a cerebral hemorrhage the day before she was to leave for France.   
Sr. Michelle who was 43, was present in spirit, as the group kept her picture and a lit candle throughout 

the session. 

Needless to say, each one worked hard but left enriched in so many ways.  They are ready to facilitate the 
program received for their sisters in their countries.  Meet them via some pictures below; some pictures 

were taken on their Culture nights.  A beautiful diversity that continues on blessing!  
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Jeanne Marie Gocha, CSJ from Albany, NY shared:  Ensemble, pour donner 
la Vie! (Together for a great love.) These words are the last line of the refrain 
of a song, I have been not only singing but living here in Le Puy.  I had the 
privilege of being part of a workshop on Cultural Diversity and Conflict  
Management sponsored by the Global Coordinating Group of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph and funded through a grant from the Hilton Foundation.  
Twenty-five sisters from 14 different countries gathered for this 10-day  
workshop where our congregations first began, the pilgrim city of Le Puy en 
Velay.  Together we experienced days of prayer, CSSJ spirituality, and in put 
on non-violent communication, cultural diversity, and conflict management.  
We role-played situations from community life, experienced song and dance 

that inspired us and opened our eyes to the wonderful differences in the gift of cultural diversity. We  
bonded as Sisters through song, dance, meals and sharing.  For me, it was an experience of community 
like no other I have had in my 18 years in community.  It is an experience very difficult to put into words, 
yet hopefully one that I will live out every day forward.  On October 27th we departed to return to our lives 
and ministry in our own countries.  We were not the same women who had begun ten days earlier.  We 

were in spirit together for the life of the world.    

A big thank you to Dominga Zolet (CSJ from Brazil presently living in  
Chambery) who very generously helped us as staff for the Cultural  

Diversity group. 

 

 

On November 12 – 13 it was a 
pleasure to welcome our Sisters 
from St. Etienne along with  
Sr. Martine from the General 
Council, Institut St. Joseph who 
came for days of reflection. 

Sisters Catherine Denis, Marie 
Thérèse, Rose-Marie, Marie-
Monique, Marie-Jean et Martine. 

As the months unfolded we also welcomed individuals M. Alain Chausson (EHPAD) and M. Joel  

Jourdan of the Institut St. Joseph Tutelle, a regular to our Centre. 

It was also a joy to welcome in November Eluiza’s niece Andrea and husband Carlos, as well as their 5 
year old daughter Laura. It was a great time for Eluiza to share Le Puy with her family, as well as spend 

time visiting Paris and Chambery. 
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Some Fun Events in Le Puy… 

La Fête de Miel… 
The Annual Honey Festival takes place in early October in Aiguilhe. While the area beekeepers  prepare 
their booths with honeys, home made breads, etc , the “Vignards” walk with their donkeys and with song 
and collect the fresh vegetables that local gardeners give them.  We at the Centre always share from our 
garden. Then at 6:30pm everyone is invited for delicious soup! 
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International Hot Air Balloon Festival — November 11-13 

Upcoming in 2017 

We have a great year planned for you!  Browse through the following offerings… 

 We have three guided retreats, and several programs and pilgrimages planned…all including visits to  
sites of significance to us as Sisters of St. Joseph.  The « Centre d’Histoire Vivante des Soeurs de  

St Joseph » here in LePuy is now open.  It will be an experience that will engage you as well  
as inform and inspire you. It is a must experience!  

Start planning your trip today!   

Coming in July 2017:  the “Tour de France” for three days. 
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Programs for 2017 . . . 

“Deepening Our Global Hearts’ 

Begins Sunday, June 4, 6:00pm and ends after breakfast Wednesday, June 14 

“Having a global heart is not an option for Sisters of St Joseph. It is who we are.” Come join in the ‘dance 
of the Trinity’ as Sisters of St Joseph!” (Carol Zinn, SSJ Philadelphia)  Presenters:  Janet Gagnon, CSJ (Lyon, 
USA Province) & Gloria Phillip, CSJ (Argentina), both past general superiors, will offer a global perspective 

from the north and the south. 

The Heart of a Mother, the Life of a Holy Woman 

Begins on Sunday, June 18, 6:00pm and ends on Sunday, June 25 

A 7 day retreat for Sisters and Associates tracing the life and service of Mother St John Fontbonne in  
turbulent France in the 18 and 19th centuries.  Each day will be about learning, listening, contemplating,  
and sharing, in the geographical places where MSJF dwelt and established the Congregation. “We tried to 
get as close as we could to MSJ to hear her speak.  She left no writings, because she was so taken up  
with organizing communities, but when she spoke to her Sisters, everyone listened.” Come up close …….  
to listen to Mother St John ……… !  Presenter:   Sister Janet Gagnon, CSJ, of the Lyon Congregation 

(Maine Province) will lead the retreat.   

Holy Ground:  A Pilgrimage of the Heart: 

A Guided Retreat at the heart of our CSJ Foundation 

Begins on Friday, June 30, 6pm with Dinner and ends 11am on Friday, July 7 

A pilgrimage is a journey to a place where God has shown grace.  St Ignatius of Loyola encourages us to 
return to places of grace and consolation, to be open to new grace. When we make a pilgrimage we do not 
always receive what we seek but we always receive what we need. Presenter:  Kitty Hanley, CSJ; a Sister 

of St Joseph of Carondelet, Albany, NY province.   

Contemplating and Living the Eucharistic Letter in Today's World 

Begins on Wednesday, August 9, 6:00pm  with Dinner and ends Wednesday, August 16, after breakfast. 

"A wonderful opportunity to experience the core of Fr.  Medaille's teaching as found in the Eucharistic Letter. 
This is truly a document so relevant to life today."  …By opening our mystical hearts to the richness of the 
original text, we will feel challenged to respond to the Spirit’s promptings within us, and move forward with 

fresh eagerness and new challenge. Presenter:  Sr Monica Hartnett, Sister of St Joseph of Annecy.  

Radical Oneness: A Little Design within God’s Great Design 

Begins Tuesday, August 29, 6:00pm with Dinner and ends Wednesday, September 6, after breakfast. 

Join us for a guided retreat where we will reflect on and pray with the privilege and the call to live the  
charism and spirituality of Sisters of St. Joseph by claiming its incarnational power in a world hungering for 

great love.  Presenter: Janet Mock, CSJ is a Sister of St. Joseph of Baden, PA in the USA 
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Mission Effectiveness:: The Charism Alive in CSSJ Ministries 

Begins on Saturday, September 23, 5pm and ends Saturday, September 30, after breakfast. 

This program offers a pilgrimage for lay partners in mission, providing an immersion experience into the 
original spirit and global dimension of the charism and spiritual tradition of the Sisters of St. Joseph. If you 
are associated with one of the ministries founded by the Sisters of Saint Joseph as an administrator, staff 
person, board member or supporter, this program is for you!  Presenter: Sister Dolores Clerico, a Sister of 

Saint Joseph, Philadelphia, PA (USA)  

Pilgrimage to Our CSJ Origins 

Begins on Monday, October 9 with Evening meal and ends after Breakfast on Monday, October 16 

Are you seeking a deeper God experience, which is basically seeking peace, joy, love and hope? Why not 
consider leaving behind your daily occupations and joining us on a pilgrimage for Sisters of St. Joseph, 
Associates, Agrégées, and Partners in ministry.   This pilgrimage will help you discover God’s active  
presence as reflected in our first sisters, as well as the grace that moved Fr. Médaille and Bishop de  
Maupas to accept and promote these first women and in turn lead you to sense God’s active presence in 
your own life. Join us in October for an unforgettable experience!  Facilitators: Eluiza de Andrade, Sister 
of St. Joseph of Chambery, Province of Brazil & Line Rioux, Sister of St. Joseph of Lyon, Winslow, Maine 

Province. 

 
GO TO OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION, FEES AND REGISTRATION   

Brochures can be downloaded for each program and shared. 

www.centreinternationalssj.org 

Newsletter design/formatting by Kathleen Robbins, Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada, London Site. 

May Blessings of Joy, Health, Peace, & Love abound… 

http://www.centreinternationalssj.org

