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The Archives at Le Puy en Velay 

"A people without memory is a people without a future,"  Aimé Césaire 

The project’s origin 

In 2010-2011, Sr. Odile Gaillard and the Leadership Council of the Institute asked me to assume  
responsibility for the Archives of Le Puy-en-Velay with the task of reconsidering its organization once  

the major work would be accomplished. 

It focused on two aspects: 

•  The preservation of the Archives and the conditions for their consultation 

•  Welcoming the public by making the Archives display more attractive and easier to access today. 

 

Scenography 

Using today’s technology, we thought of setting up a Scenography to enable visitors to enter our history 

and provide them an opportunity to experience it. 

With Sister Catherine Louis and Sister Thérèse Chantal Charras, we worked for 2 years in developing this 
project from 2012 to 2014.  It was clear to us that it was necessary to present an intuition and its  

evolvement over time, an intuition that has endured the passage of time through its turbulences. 

We have presented a time based sequence with 3 axis: 

          •  A general history: the history of France, 

          •  A particular history: the history of the Church in France and 

          •  A unique history: the history of our Foundation 

This course of events is "woven" into the gospel of Luke and the "Eucharistic Letter." 

We used precise “chronological milestones”: 

 What preceded the foundation, the end of the religious wars, and up to 1994 when the  
Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Le Puy fades into the Institute of the Sisters of  

St. Joseph. 

 We had to set limits considering  the available space and the wide range of people that would 

be passing through. 

That is why we contacted Mr. Fortunier  from the "Muséophone" Enterprise  in Saint Etienne, to implement 
this work. The project "allows one to see and to hear,"  that is to say, as visitors stroll through the time line 
they are invited to pause and listen to excerpts from the Gospel of Luke and the Eucharistic Letter. So as 
to enter fully in this unique history, music will be diffused from the main room allowing the person to  

internalize what is discovered. 
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Preservation 

The other important aspect, Sister Edna McKeever (USA Sister archivist) had emphasized, is the  
preservation of certain pieces of the collection, especially photos and ancient papers. We contacted 

several designer studios: 

 Madame Catrin, of Lyon restored major photos, paintings displayed, particularly the one on the 

vows giving it a new lease of life. 

 At the Heritage Studio in Bordeaux, Madame Sebin advised us on documents that needed  
restoration. The studio did an absolutely amazing job in restoring a good number of documents 

and making facsimiles to protect the originals. 

 

The group of sisters 

 

After restoration, details of the painting the “Vows” in  

the seventeenth century. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                  

                                         Jean Pierre Médaille 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The project took longer than expected.  But its 
achievement is realized today , thanks to the generous  
donation of Mr. Rogers and through the investment of the Institute of the Sisters of St. Joseph, rewards 
the efforts of all those who worked to make this space a heritage place from where we can perhaps draw 

on essential  elements  to build our future.      

                                                                         N. B. L.  (Sister Nadia Boudon Lashermes, Institut of St. Joseph) 
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Welcoming with Joy our 2015 Guests 

What a pleasure for the Centre International staff to have welcomed in 2015 163 persons coming from 19 
countries and approximately 15 Congregations. They came from Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Burkina  
Faso, Canada, Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Haiti, India, Ivory Coast, Italy, Madagascar, Mexico, 
New Zealand, Puerto Rico, Romania, Spain, Tasmania, and United States. We welcomed another 220 

persons for Day Visits. 

As you can see below welcoming our guests during the 2nd half of 2015 provided great memories for all 

and a lived experience of our charism alive all over the world: 

 

The Risk of Faith with Cristina Gavazzi, CSJ (Chambery, Italian Province) invited participants to reflect 

on our Primitive Texts for our times with the assistance of Scripture and contemporary theologians. 

 

 

Little Design Communities Rebirthing with Rosemary O’Toole, CSJ, Congregation of St. Joseph in 

Canada…was an invitation to live the way of life described in the Eucharistic Letter. 

 

Sisters Vialard Césaire and Lunda Siede 
from Haiti, Congregation of Sisters of  
St. Joseph of St. Valier, Quebec, share  
some of what touched them over the week. 
They speak of their experience going to the 

first kitchen in Le Puy.  

Sr. Vialard says, “I was deeply moved when 
I entered the first kitchen of the Sisters and 
thought of the conditions in which they lived.  
I was attracted by their humility and their  
simplicity. I felt that the Sisters resembled 
Jesus who left his divine nature to take on 
human nature. Like Jesus, the sisters offered 
themselves to God with confidence. The  
richness of the first sisters was their ardent 

Dorothy, Eluiza and Line (in 
back), Cristina and Craig (in front; 
Craig joined us from Tasmania…a 

definite pleasure!) 
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faith and their love of God and the dear neighbor. I was 
touched by their audacity and simple life style.  This invites 
me to move forward with greater openness, with peace and 

with confidence in the Trinity.” 

Sr. Lunda shares, “My greatest joy was to visit the first  
kitchen which our first sisters left as heritage for all  
Congregations of Sisters of St. Joseph in the world.  When 
arriving in this sacred space I took my time to admire each  

of the objects that were used as they needed. 

In this kitchen I discovered the sisters’ great simplicity, their 
humility and their love for God and the dear neighbor. Amidst 
their economic reality, they created ways of living and of helping their 

brothers and sisters in difficulty.   

I took a moment of silence to meditate and say THANK YOU to God for 
this precious mission he confided to our first sisters. I felt that the  
presence of the sisters is still there, and I was invited to take an extra 

step in life to live in humility and in simplicity.” 

Monique DeBaets, lay woman living in Ottawa, Canada shares, “What  
a great gift it is to be in this holy city, dedicated to Mary, under her  
protection, in which I once again find myself, plunged once more in the 
sources of the Little Design…attentive to the daily little details, listening 
to the needs in the spirit of the Little Design. I leave filled with gratitude 

and strengthened in spirit by the maternal love of Notre Dame du Puy. 

 

 

 

Joanne Fantini visited the Centre in September before walking the trail 

to Compostello. What a pleasure to have her with us for a few days. 

Patty Johnson, Eluiza, Line,  
Joanne Fantini, and Michelle 

Beiter ready for dinner! 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiVm9DR_a7LAhWBsIMKHTtGCI8QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.photoshopgurus.com%2Fforum%2Fphotoshop-newbies%2F52391-how-do-i-draw-wavy-line-select-path-then-follow-text.
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Congregation of St.  Joseph group led by Sr. Carole Crepeau on pilgrimage to our CSSJ significant 

sites.  It was a joy to be with this vibrant group. They prepared the “Joseph Table” with all that had been 

carefully chosen and purchased at the outdoor Market the day before. It was a feast! 

 

Centre International Board  

members met in September 

Nancy Sullivan (Canada), Maria 
Goretti (Annecy), Odile Gaillard 
(Institut), Catherine Barange 
(Lyon), Nicoletta Vanda (Aosta, 
Italy), Ieda Tomazini (Chambery), 
Monique Vallon (Institut), Patty 
Johnson (St.Louis/Carondelet), 
and Simone Saugues, our faithful 

translator from the Institut. 

Neil Edwards & Racy Diallo (teachers at  

Farheim Academy, in Portsmouth, England)  

Barbara & Christopher Hopper (friends of  

Sr. Dorothy Pilkington) 

Mary & Don Sloper (who have known Sisters 

of St. Joseph for some 70 years)  

All came to the Centre and Le Puy during the 
week of September 16 to 21. They were a  
blessing to our home. Great conversations took 

place at mealtimes. 
Neil, Barbara, Line, Racy, Christopher, Mary, 

Dorothy, & Don       
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Mission Effectiveness: The Charism Alive in CSSJ Ministries offers a pilgrimage for lay 

partners in mission, providing an immersion experience into the original spirit and global dimension of the 

charism and spiritual tradition of the Sisters of St. Joseph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participating in the Mission Effectiveness program was an opportunity to live an enriching and  
transforming experience. We were different after the program. Coming from Brazil, the United States and 
Canada, we shared different points of view which greatly enriched us, and we were able to see the history 
of our sisters as part of our own experiences. Through Sister Dolores Clerico’s presentation we were  

 

Mette Iversen & Kirsten Seifert from 

Denmark  who stayed with us for two days in 

September before they left early morning on a very 
windy day to walk the Camino trail. They both were 
“very happy having done this pilgrimage” and as 
they expressed delight to having experienced the 
ambience offered here at the Center, it was a  

delight on our end to have them with us. 

Participants came from Brazil, Canada and the 

United States. 
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encouraged to take and live the mission, and to be a presence with the neighbor and with God. Our gifts 
will be well used in noticing and helping all those who need. The Centre International is a place of  
welcome and peace; of listening in the manner of Jean Pierre Medaille’s simple words: “Render to God 
your desires and let his will be accomplished in you.”  Luiz Ribeiro Araujo (Vice-Principal at St. Joseph 

School, Brazil) 

What a privilege it was to be invited to attend the Mission Effectiveness program in Le Puy-en-Velay, 
along with two other women who also work for the Sisters of St. Joseph in Toronto. Because I work very 
closely with Sisters who are active in ministry, I have seen the charism in action. The program gave me 
language to express the experience of the deep commitment the Sisters have to welcoming the dear 
neighbor, and an opportunity to begin to understand the openness of heart which allows each person to be 
welcoming and affirmed without distinction.  My daily work has been enriched and deepened as I continue 
to reflect on the generosity of heart which inspired the first Sisters and which continues to enliven our  

ministry Leanne Kloppenborg (Administrator, Fontbonne Ministries, Sisters of St. Joseph, Toronto) 

 
While the Mission 
Effectiveness group was 
in session, the Hot Air  
Balloon Festival was taking 
place in the Le Puy  
agglomeration.   

A few pictures taken 

from the Centre: 

 
   

 

 

 

Alumnae from  
St. Catherine’s  
University, St. Paul, 
Minnesota led by Kelly 
Povo on their trip to 
France, stopped by 
and had dinner with us 
on October 25.  How 
enjoyable for everyone 
 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiVm9DR_a7LAhWBsIMKHTtGCI8QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.photoshopgurus.com%2Fforum%2Fphotoshop-newbies%2F52391-how-do-i-draw-wavy-line-select-path-then-follow-text.
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The Design Team gathered in Le  Puy from different countries to develop  a curriculum for a series of 

five 10-day sessions for formators on Cultural Diversity and Conflict Management, a project funded by 
the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation. “The project was developed in response to what global leaders of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph describe as their most pressing concern, helping new sisters incorporate into  
communities that are rapidly becoming more ethnically and culturally diverse,” shared Sr. Patty Johnson, 
the Director of the US Federation of Sisters of St. Joseph. “In some countries, sisters are living in  
community with sisters who are from ethnic factions that are warring and killing each other. Modeling 
non-violent conflict management in their community life is both an unprecedented challenge and timely 
transformational opportunity,” Sr. Patty shared. (December 3, 2015 article "Global Sisters of St. Joseph 
Develop a Cultural Diversity and Conflict Management Program", US Federation)  
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And More Visitors . . . 

We were also blessed with visits from The Communauté de Valence of the Institute of Sisters of  
St. Joseph who came for a time of reflection on October 17-18 and The Communauté de St. Etienne 
of the Institute of Sisters of St. Joseph who came for two days of reflection on December 5-6. It is always 
a joy to have “our” sisters be with us. Come again!   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

As Easter is just around the corner, we take this time to wish each 

and every one of you a beautiful and life-filled Easter. 

May you know the Resurrection in many aspects of your day to day. 

May our Lord’s blessings be upon you this Easter and always. 

 
 
 

Thank You! 

Sr. Dorothy Pilkington, Sister of St. Joseph of Springfield,  
Massachusetts (USA) graciously came to volunteer at the Centre  
International from August 23 to October 19, 2015. Thank you Dorothy 
for all your hard work and your presence to our guests. Blessings on all 

you are about! 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiVm9DR_a7LAhWBsIMKHTtGCI8QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.photoshopgurus.com%2Fforum%2Fphotoshop-newbies%2F52391-how-do-i-draw-wavy-line-select-path-then-follow-text.
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Centre International St. Joseph 

2016 Programs 

Let us welcome you to the Centre International and Le Puy, an area with such significance 
to Sisters of St. Joseph! Browse through our program offerings for this year and don’t only 

let yourself be tempted, but sign up, and come be with us. Your experience will be  
memorable and will change you deeply to keep living the charism 

and reach out to our dear neighbor. 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

 

THE LACE IS NOT YET FINISHED  
Begins on Sunday, May 22, 6pm with Evening Meal and ends after Breakfast on Saturday, May 28 

By the power of the Holy Spirit at work in some women in Le Puy en Velay, hearts were enflamed towards God’s 
presence at work in them and in their experiences of devastating poverty, pervasive violence and stifling  
oppression. A small group of women found their home in the gospel teaching of the itinerant Jesuit, Jean-Pierre 
Medaille. God was present among them, at work within them and in love  with the world in which they lived. They 

joined together as followers of Jesus to become the community of God’s Great Love, the Sisters of St. Joseph; 

In each generation since 1650, the Holy Spirit has awakened God’s compassionate presence in the hearts of  
women around the world making it possible for them to adapt the founding grace and draw forth the essence of the 
charism in response to the ever changing world and the needs of the people of God. Waking in their footsteps in  
Le Puy-en-Velay, we will explore, and claim once again the transformative power of the charim in our midst and into 

the future.   

Pilgrims will explore the streets of Le Puy and visit and pray in the Original Kitchen, the Cathedral of Notre Dame, 
the Chapel of St. Michel, Notre Dame de France, Saint Joseph of Bon Espoir (Good Hope) Basilica, and then travel 
to Lyon to visit the Heritage Rooms and gravesite of Mother St. John Fontbonne. Through the use of visual media, 
music, prayer, and various processes, participants will be exposed to the original grace experienced by the first 
women of St. Joseph and discover the same grace at work today. The Lace begun in 1650 is not completed, yet.  
The threads are now in our hands.  We are challenged to be responsive to grace poured out in our world, revealing 

God’s great love.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
■  ■  ■  ■  ■  

 

GLOBAL EMERGENCE, PERSONAL AWAKENING and the CSSJ CHARISM 

Begins on Tuesday, June 7 with dinner at 6 pm and ends at noon on June 14. 
Many writers, thinkers, artists and activists sense that something new is emerging among us in this crisis-filled time 
in history. Many of us sense the same although we barely have words for it. In our gathering, we will explore how 

Presenter:  Sr. Jane Delisle, is a Sister of St. Joseph from Orange, CA , USA.  
Jane has come to LePuy many times with sisters and staff from the Orange 

Health Systems.  

Suggested Contribution: 600 to 700 Euros  

Register by May 7, 2016  (Nearly Full) 
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different cultures are experiencing this phenomenon. Looking at some of the work in the area of evolution of  
consciousness, we will explore how an awakened consciousness is affecting the way we think about ourselves, 
about God and prayer, about the way we ‘do” politics and activism. In other words, in our listening to each other in 
dialogue with significant writers of our time and events in the world, we will attempt to come closer to the newness 
of Spirit that wants to emerge through and with us.   

The week will include visits to significant sites for Sisters of St. Joseph such as the first kitchen, l’Eglise du College, 
la Place Martouret, as well as the Heritage rooms of Mother St. John in Lyon.   These experiences will  further  

inform our exploration.  

 

                                                  

 

 

 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

DIRECTED RETREAT IN THE HEART OF OUR FOUNDATION 

Begins WITH 6 PM DINNER ON June 19 and ends at 11 am on the 27th after our closing liturgy 

You can choose either a 6 day, 7 day or 8 day retreat within the above time frame. (If you choose an 8-day retreat 

please register for an extra day at the beginning of scheduled time. )  

Come to Le Puy, the heart of our heritage as Sisters of St. Joseph and walk, reflect on the paths, which our first 
sisters themselves walked and prayed. In a directed retreat an individual spends time in silence, with God, nature, 
and has a daily 30 to 45 minute meeting with a Director. Guided by the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius, Scripture 

and our Maxims you will discover your own heart’s desire and call for living the mission  

 

 

 

 

 

 
■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

 
HOLY GROUND: A PILGRIMAGE OF THE HEART: A GUIDED RETREAT at the heart of our 
CSJ Foundation  

Begins Tuesday, July 26, 6 pm with dinner and ends 11 am on Wednesday, August 3. 
A pilgrimage is a journey to a place where God has shown grace. St Ignatius of Loyola encourages us to return to 
places of grace and consolation, to be open to new grace. When we make a pilgrimage we do not always receive 

what we seek but we always receive what we need.  

Le Puy was holy ground even before our sisters came together, blessed by places of pilgrimage and prayer and by 

Presenter: Margo Ritchie, Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada. Margo 
served as Congregational leader for 14 years seeing through many changes including 
the coming together of three Congregations. Presently she continues her spiritual  
direction pratice, and serves as a mentor for new leadership teams in the Pathways  
Program with LCWR. Amidst other involvements, she works with a small parish group 
that is sponsoring Conversations that Matter.   

Suggested Contribution: 650 to 750 Euros 

Register by May 21, 2016 

Directors: Line Rioux, CSJ (Lyon, USA Province), on staff at Centre International 
St. Joseph. We will keep you informed on the results of our search for a priest as 

additional Director. Keep checking our website. Other Directors as needed. 

Suggested Contribution:  For 6 nights:  300 to 450 Euros; 7 nights  350 to 525 
Euros; 8 nights 400 to 600 Euros   (Fee is all inclusive:  room & board, spiritual  

director, etc.) 

Register by June 4, 2016 
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Earth herself.   We will gather each morning for a guided meditation through our early history and spirituality and for 
quiet time.  Each afternoon we will journey as pilgrims to the holy sites in LePuy:  Notre Dame Cathedral, Rocher  
St Michel, Eglise du College, as well as to our first kitchen, the market square, and the lace centers.  We will also 
have a day trip to Lyon to visit the archives and Heritage Room.  In each place we will have time to walk, to reflect, 

to journal. 

Le Puy has long been a starting place for the Camino, the pilgrimage to Santiago de Campostella. Those who wish 

may gather to watch the film The Way as an evening reflection. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

 

MISSION EFFECTIVENESS: The Charism Alive in CSSJ Ministries 

Begins on Saturday, August 6, 5 pm and ends Saturday, August 13, after breakfast 
This program offers a pilgrimage for lay partners in mission, providing an immersion experience into the original 
spirit and global dimension of the charism and spiritual tradition of the Sisters of St. Joseph. If you are associated 
with one of the ministries founded by the Sisters of Saint Joseph as an administrator, staff person, board member or 
supporter, this program is for you!  Come deepen your learning, nourish your imagination and strengthen your con-
viction in participating in a world-wide movement which fosters union with God in drawing all into one.. The week-
long experience offers a rhythm of in-put sessions, interactive participation, prayer and visits to historic sites in Le 

Puy. A day trip to Lyon is also included. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

 

PILGRIMAGE TO OUR CSJ ORIGINS 

Begins on Monday, August 22 with evening meal and ends after breakfast on Monday, August 29  
Join us on a pilgrimage to the sites of significance to our CSSJ Origins including Le Puy (First Kitchen, Archives 
Room, Eglise du College, and Place Martouret), Bas en Basset, Monistrol, St. Didier, St. Etienne (where the  
Congregation was restarted after the French Revolution), and Lyon (Heritage Rooms of Mother St. John 
Fontbonne, and her Gravesite). During the week, as participants experience the places of origins, there will be time 

for input, sharing, reflection and prayer.   

Join us in August for an unforgettable experience! 

. 

Presenter:  Kitty Hanley, CSJ  Kitty is a Sister of St Joseph of Carondelet, Albany, 
NY province. She has travelled to Le Puy with several groups and has facilitated 

retreats and presentations throughout the US and Canadian congregations. 

Suggested Contribution:  650 to 750 Euros  

Register by July 9, 2016 

Presenter: Sister Dolores Clerico, a Sister of Saint Joseph, PA (USA) regularly provides 
opportunities for deepening an awareness of the CSSJ charism and spirituality among 
Sisters of Joseph, Associates and partners in mission.  Sister Dolores currently serves as 

Director of the Ministry of Spirituality for her Philadelphia congregation.   

Suggested Contribution:  650 to 750 Euros 

Register by July 9, 2016 
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■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

THE LACE IS NOT YET FINISHED 

Begins on Sunday, October 9, 6 pm with evening meal and ends after breakfast on Saturday, October 15 
By the power of the Holy Spirit at work in some women in Le Puy en Velay, hearts were enflamed towards God’s 
presence at work in them and in their experiences of devastating poverty, pervasive violence and stifling  
oppression. A small group of women found their home in the gospel teaching of the itinerant Jesuit, Jean-Pierre 
Medaille. God was present among them, at work within them and in love  with the world in which they lived. They 

joined together as followers of Jesus to become the community of God’s Great Love, the Sisters of St. Joseph; 

In each generation since 1650, the Holy Spirit has awakened God’s compassionate presence in the hearts of  
women around the world making it possible for them to adapt the founding grace and draw forth the essence of the 
charism in response to the ever changing world and the needs of the people of God. Waking in their footsteps in  
Le Puy-en-Velay, we will explore, and claim once again the transformative power of the charim in our midst and into 

the future.   

Pilgrims will explore the streets of Le Puy and visit and pray in the Original Kitchen, the Cathedral of Notre Dame, 
the Chapel of St. Michel, Notre Dame de France, Saint Joseph of Bon Espoir (Good Hope) Basilica, and then travel 
to Lyon to visit the Heritage Rooms and gravesite of Mother St. John Fontbonne. Through the use of visual media, 
music, prayer, and various processes, participants will be exposed to the original grace experienced by the first 
women of St. Joseph and discover the same grace at work today. The Lace begun in 1650 is not completed, yet.  
The threads are now in our hands.  We are challenged to be responsive to grace poured out in our world, revealing 

God’s great love.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter formatting by Kathleen Robbins, Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada, London Site. 

 

Presenters:  
Line Rioux, Sister of St. Joseph of Lyon, Maine Province 

Eluiza de Andrade, Sister of St. Joseph of Chambery, Province of Brazil 

Suggested Contribution:  550 to 650 

Register by August 6. 

Presenter:  Sr. Jane Delisle, is a Sister of St. Joseph from Orange, CA , USA.  
Jane has come to LePuy many times with sisters and staff from the Orange 

Health Systems.  

Suggested Contribution: 600 to 700 Euros  

Register by September 22, 2016 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.centreinternationalssj.org  

TO REGISTER for any of the above Retreats and Programs 

http://www.centreinternationalssj.org

