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The International Centre Welcomes You in ‘22

We are very excited to announce that the Centre 
will re-open for programs, pilgrimages, retreats, and
individual visits this year! It has been two years 
since our doors have welcomed sisters, associates, 
agrégées, partners, and lay people, and we are ready
and willing to serve you!

Enduring a pandemic has been an extraordinary 
experience for all of us and in a sense, it created an 
opportunity to see ourselves as a global community 
all dealing with the same problem. Although that 
unity was not always easy or evident, having to 
confine ourselves to our homes for long periods of 

time, wearing masks, distancing ourselves from 
each other, sanitizing our hands, and avoiding the 
spread of the virus that we could not see showed us 
that we are all connected to each other—and 
vulnerable to Nature. During these two years, 
almost    6 million people in the world died from 
coronavirus with 414.5 million confirmed cases. 
Thanks to the vaccination, masks, alcohol-based gel
as well as governmental mandates for isolation, 
cleaning, and safe health practices, this pandemic 
wasn’t as bad as the 1918 pandemic where 25-50 
million people died (some reports estimate 17-100 
million) with 500 million cases worldwide. 
Nevertheless, such statistics don’t always comfort 
us as many of our family, friends, neighbors, and 
associates could not escape the virus’ deadly effect. 

So, now that the virus has subsided or at least 
reduced its ferocity, we begin anew with joy and 
sighs of relief that we can “re-enter” the world—
and return to Le Puy. We have been truly blessed to 
survive the pandemic, and we should celebrate that 
and reflect on what it means to us as individuals and
members of families, communities—and as part of 
the Sisters of St. Joseph. 
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Have a blessed 
Lenten Season



Covid-19 Guidelines at the International Centre
Although Covid-19 has subsided or at least reduced its dangerous effects, the International Centre is deeply 
aware of its responsibility to follow the French government’s health recommendations in order to keep our 
guests—who are coming from all over the world—as safe as possible from infection. The following guidelines 
have been implemented.

You must be fully vaccinated (3 doses) and have a negative PCR test 
before entering France.

Masks must be worn at all times except during meals. 

Wash your hands with soap and water frequently (before meals, after meals, 
for conferences, after use of the toilet) and please, do not touch your nose or mouth.

When you cough or sneeze, cover your mouth with your arm. Throw used paper tissues into a toilet.

Keep a distance of at least one meter from others. The dining room, conference room and community room will 
be spaced accordingly.

If you feel symptoms of Covid-19, notify a staff member immediately. An antigen test will be given. We also 
have a pharmacy near the Centre for tests.  Here are the symptoms:

 Fever or chills;
 Cough or aggravation of my usual cough;
 Unusual fatigue;
 Unusual shortness of breath when I speak or make the slightest effort;
 Unusual muscle aches and/or pains;
 Unusual headaches;
 Loss of taste or smell;
 Unusual diarrhoea.

After meals, the staff will be responsible for washing the dishes.

Headphones for translation will be cleaned by the staff after each usage.

Masks and alcohol-based gel are available throughout the Centre.

Hygiene and good health practices are the responsibility of each person.
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Please Note
Since our guests are coming from different countries and Covid-19
requirements for entering France continuously change, we ask that each
person check the travel requirements of his/her own country to and from
France.



2022 Programs
https://centreinternationalssj.org/programs 

Laudato Si – June 12-18, 2022 
The creative energy of God is alive in our world and in the charism of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph. Yet, our world is in peril and our call to incarnate the charism of unifying love is needed now more
than ever. Pope Francis’ call for integral ecology in his encyclical, Laudato Si, calls us to a new level of 
commitment toward the dear neighbor – seeing the connections found in the “cry of the Earth and the cry of the 
poor” of poverty, migration, and climate change. What is this calling us to as we look at a radical commitment 
to be a transformational presence in our world? 

Together, we will reflect on the heart of the CSSJ charism over time, its roots and expanding nature, 
evolutionary patterns and our call today and for the future. “What is ours to let come, to receive and to give” in 
this invitational time? (Margo Ritchie, CSJ) This program is for all who experience a connection with the 
charism of unifying love. The week-long experience offers a rhythm of individual and communal prayer and 
meditation, input presentations, interactive participation, reflection, as well as an orientation to the city of Le 
Puy, visiting the Kitchen and Living History Museum, and time for strolling through the streets of Le Puy. 

  

The Prophetic Stance of Relationship: The Two Trinities as a Model of Dynamic Love – 
June 25-July 2, 2022 
We will explore the prophetic nature of our call in the world today and learn how the 
dynamic love as expressed by the Two Trinities is a model of our call toward relationality
in our wounded world. It is in this openness to relationship that we incarnate Triune Love 
and participate in the process of bringing God alive in the world. 
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Presenters: Sr. Linda Buck, CSJ is a Sister of St. Joseph of Orange 
(CA) in the USA. She is the Director of the Leadership Collaborative, 
fostering the formation of leaders and what is emerging in Religious Life. 
Linda is a psychotherapist and spiritual director, and has background in 
initial formation and governance. She is a frequent presenter in the areas 
of theology, spirituality and psychology. Sr. Mary Rowell, CSJ is the 
vocations director of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada and a professor of
theology at the University of Toronto. 

2022 Global Prayer Calendar
The Global Joseph Family includes 11,000 sisters, 5,666 associates, 34 agrégées, and 26 charisma passers in 
52 countries. Each week of each month, a different country is featured so that we may be united in prayer to 
listen to the heart of the world and pray for the ministers and their ministries in a given country. Many thanks
to the Federation of Sisters of St. Joseph of Canada for the calendar. The calendar is posted on the website at:

https://centreinternationalssj.org/events-1

Presenter: Sr. Linda Buck, CSJ is a Sister of St. Joseph of 
Orange (CA) in the USA. She is the Director of the Leadership 
Collaborative, fostering the formation of leaders and what is 
emerging in Religious Life. Linda is a psychotherapist and 
spiritual director, and has background in initial formation and 

https://centreinternationalssj.org/events-1
https://www.csjfederation.ca/
https://centreinternationalssj.org/programs


Listening to the Heartbeat of the Creator Retreat – August 2-9, 2022 
We will explore the story of creation as revealed to us today, from the splendor of the 
universe to the interdependence and interconnection of all life on our planet. What are 
the Creator’s deepest desires for us at this time? Where

do we come from? Why are we here? What ought 
we do? 

The Lace is Not Yet Finished – September 13-19, 2022 
In each generation since, the Holy Spirit has awakened God's compassionate presence in
the hearts of women to respond to the ever-changing needs of the people of God. In this 
program participants will get in touch with and claim once again the transformative 
power of this charism in our midst and into the future. 

Mission Effectiveness: The Charism Alive in CSSJ Ministries 
September 24-October 1, 2022
This program offers a pilgrimage for lay partners in mission and provides an immersion 
experience into the original spirit and global dimension of the charism and spiritual 
tradition of the Sisters of St. Joseph. If you are associated with one of the ministries 
founded by the Sisters of Saint Joseph as an administrator, staff person, board member, 
or supporter, this program is for you! 
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Presenters: Sr. Bridget Pritchard, SSJA lives in the
UK. Formerly a biology teacher, she is presently on 
staff at Ty Croeso Spirituality Centre, where she leads 
days of prayer and retreat. Bridget works with parish 
and school groups introducing the new consciousness. 
Sr. Henrietta Curran, SSJA, lives in the U.K. A 
retired teacher, she is currently working in JPIC as 
Congregation Justice and Peace Leader. She has given 
many sessions on the above topics whilst working with 

Presenter: Sr. Jane Delisle, CSJ is a Sister of St. Joseph from 
Orange, CA, USA. Jane has come to Le Puy-en-Velay many times 
with sisters and staff from the Orange Health Systems. 

Presenters: Sr. Dolores Clerico, SSJ is a Philadelphia 
Sister of Saint Joseph (USA) with ministry experience in 
the academic, parish, diocesan, and congregational 
arenas. Sr. Phyllis DiFuccia, SSJ is a Sister of St. Joseph 
from Erie, Pennsylvania (USA) who was a member of the 
U.S. Federation research teams on the origins of the 



News from Lebanon 
by Sr. Maria (Pepis) del Pilar

Excerpt from a message from one of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Lyon living in Lebanon: 

"Surely, the political, social, economic, and religious crisis is enormous and serious. The 
atmosphere is heavy, we hear about all kinds of problems, many people are depressed, prices keep
 increasing, however not the salaries.  Medication, gas, electricity, Internet, water, and certain foods 
like bread, milk for babies, etc. are lacking. 

One must wait in line for hours to buy certain products. Some weeks ago, we saw long lines of cars waiting at gas stations
for 2 to 3 hours to get a few liters of gasoline. However, this situation has changed because the price of gasoline has risen
sharply. Last year, a 20-liter can cost 27,000 Lebanese pounds, and today it costs 300,000 LBP, which is too expensive.
People must travel by car to go to work since there is almost no public transportation, especially outside of Beirut.  Many
people have gone to other countries. It is reported that approximately 2,500 teachers have gone to work in one of the
Arab countries, as have doctors, nurses, engineers, etc. Young people no longer see a future in Lebanon... As you may
realize, the outlook is rather bleak, but we have to keep hope, pass it on and pray that the country can soon emerge from
the crisis."

In 1923, a small group of Sisters of St. Joseph of Lyon arrived in Beirut, in response to the invitation of the Jesuit Fathers
to work at the Hotel Dieu of France in Lebanon. Currently, there are 5 Lebanese sisters and one Mexican sister. They have
a semi-free school in the village of Deir-el-Harf near Beirut, and a hospitality house that receives groups for retreats and
various meetings. The sisters are also involved in pastoral ministry at Saint Joseph Jesuit University, Our Lady of Lourdes
Church in Ghadir, and at the parish of Klaya in the southern part of the country, bordering Israel.  

In solidarity with the people who are suffering an unprecedented crisis - even during the 17-year civil war, the sisters try
to accompany the people  and respond to their  needs.  They participate  in  projects  such as  preparing boxes of  food,
purchasing  medication,  reconstructing  homes  (following the  explosion  in  the  port  of  Beirut,  August  4,  2020)  ...  in
collaboration with 'USJ en Mission' – University project, 'Caritas', and the various parishes. 

What is most important in their pastoral ministry is listening to people, encouraging them, and passing on hope to them.
They continue to ask you to pray for their country and their people. They thank all those who have been in solidarity with
them and have helped them to stand firm and accomplish their mission.

                    Sr Raymonda and the ‘USJ mission’ team Sr Marie Pauline in parish ministry

                                           Sr Christina at the school in Deir-el-Harf Preparation of food boxes
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Changes in Leadership

Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada 2021-2025 
Sr. Helen Russell, Sr. Margo Ritchie, Sr. Nancy Sullivan, Sr. Sheila Fortune, and Sr. Loretta Manzara
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Outgoing Superior, Sr. Sally Hodgdon, (left) welcomes the 
Chambéry Congregations’s new Superior General, Sr. 
Dolores Lahr from Hartford, CT (USA). Sister Dolores will
serve the Congregation for an eight-year term beginning in 
the early months of 2022. She will be working from Rome, 
Italy. Sister Dolores previously served as Executive 
Director of Mission Integration at Saint Mary’s Hospital, 
Waterbury, CT, (one of three Connecticut hospitals 
founded by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Chambéry), which 
is now part of Trinity Health of New England.

The Institute of the Sisters of St. Joseph named the 
following sisters to their leadership team: Sr. Mathilde 
ISAAC, superior general, and Sr. Aïna Angélique Diatta, 
Sr. Martine Goury, Sr. Béatrice Levêque, Sr. Marie-
Christine Passelaigue are on the General Council.



Sisters of St. Joseph Meet the Pope

Outgoing Superior General Sr. Sally Hodgdon (in red sweater) was blessed by Pope Francis while the Sisters 
of Chambéry clicked photos and later shook hands with him. The sisters attended the pope’s weekly audience 
during their Chapter in Rome in October 2021.
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While in Rome for a meeting of the Global Solidarity 
Fund in October 2021, Congregation of St. Joseph 
Leadership Team (USA) member Sister Kathy 
Brazda was honored to meet Pope Francis during a 
private audience with the group. Sister Kathy is a 
member of the Advisory Board for the Global 
Solidarity Fund, an alliance of Catholic entities that 
fosters connections with businesses, investors, 
philanthropies, international bodies and governments, 
and acts as a catalyst in finding coherent solutions to 
meet the needs of marginalized people.

Pray for peace in Ukraine.
And may God embrace our world and give
us the courage to devote our lives for peace.

https://www.globalsolidarityfund.org/
https://www.globalsolidarityfund.org/

