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Serving the Dear Neighbor in Time of War 
 

   
 

         
 

 

   

 

 

 

Last spring, Sister Valerie Binder, CSJ, joined a group of 20 others from her 

Detroit-area parish on a mission trip to Poland to assist refugees near the 

Ukrainian border. The group from St. Clare of Montefalco Parish near 

Detroit worked at a converted Tesco in Przemysl that is now serving as a 

humanitarian aid center, helping in any way they could, including changing 

cots, doing laundry, mopping, emptying trash, and spending time with the 

families. Every day, buses would bring more Ukrainian refugees to the 

center. “It was heartbreaking to see the busses coming in constantly full of 

women, children and the elderly, carrying what they could or dragging 

suitcases, some crying, all looking dazed,” said Sister Valerie. “I pray every 

night for them and that the Holy Spirit moves to put an end to this war.” 

 
Sister Valerie Binder (second from right) with some of the other volunteers 

from her parish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On March 21, 1945 at 11:15 a.m., many people lost their 

lives due to the bombing of the Sisters of St. Joseph 

School in Copenhagen, Denmark. Several sisters from the 

CSJ Chambéry Congregation attended the memorial 

service held on the 77th anniversary of the bombing. Their 

thoughts went also to those schools in Ukraine that have 

been bombed since the start of the war in February. 

 

 

 

Sr. Celeste Mokrzycki, SSJ (Brentwood, NJ—USA) traveled to Poland on 

Sunday March 13, to spend two weeks volunteering with our refugee 

sisters and brothers who are fleeing Ukraine to seek safety in Poland. 

Celeste has Polish roots and is fluent in Polish. Like all of us, Celeste has 

been deeply touched by the horrific sights of the suffering of the 

Ukrainian people. She felt called to go to Poland and use her language 

skills to be a healing presence at the border. The Little Servant Sisters of 

the Immaculate Conception have offered Celeste hospitality in their 

convent in Przemysl, Poland, near the Ukrainian Border. To learn more 

about Celeste’s experience with the Ukrainian refugees, click here to see 

her blog.  

 

 

https://sistercelestessj.blogspot.com/
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Visitors to the Centre 

 

 
 

It took three extra days and a shopping spree in Lyon before 

Angela Jones was finally able to come to Le Puy and take her 

500-mile walk on the Camino de Compostelle. The English-

born candidate for the Sisters of St. Joseph in Concordia, 

Kansas, lost her luggage on the plane from England to Lyon 

and was delayed at the airport. Despite her unsuccessful wait 

for its return, she decided to buy the clothes and supplies she 

needed for her pilgrimage and press onward toward Le Puy 

where she spent two nights and visited SSJ historical sites. 

Staff was delighted to host Angela and amazed at her 

indomitable spirit of persistence, something she will need for 

her long trek. 

 

Sisters Julia and Odile from the Aoste Congregation of 

Italy. The Madagascaran sisters were accompanied by 

long-time Chambéry Associate Elisabeth of Lyon 

(center). The sisters visited historical sites important to 

the Sisters of St. Joseph. They stayed two nights and 

indulged in delicious home-cooked meals, which were 

only enhanced with lively conversation. Staff member, 

Sr. Eluiza, posed for the picture that includes the two 

mounts (puys) in the background that are visible from the 

International Centre. 

 

Kay and Mark McGuire of St. Paul, Minnesota (USA) visited Le 

Puy in June as part of their summer tour of France. After 

bicycling in Provence, they stopped by Le Puy to see several 

historical sites related to the Sisters of St. Joseph. Kay is a 

graduate of St. Catherine’s University in St. Paul; she works as a 

gift shop manager for the Gutherie Theatre. After decades of 

teaching mathematics at an SSJ high school, Mark has taken on a 

new role there as campus minister.    
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Four Institute of St. Joseph sisters traveled from their home in Le Pouzin (2 hours southeast of Le Puy) to spend 

the July 1-3 weekend at the Centre July. They visited their sisters at the St. Maurice house and at the SSJ 

retirement house; took a tour of the Kitchen, Scenography, and Église du Collège; and went to an old monastery 

30 minutes from the Centre. We shared meals with them and conversation on many different subjects. Their 

visit ended after the Sunday noon meal with Sister Marie Frédérique sharing a PowerPoint summary of their 

weekend. Sisters Régine, Marie-Joseph and Odette enjoyed it and added some colorful commentary to the 

presentation.   
 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

         

Three Chambéry Indian sisters spent three days at the Centre in July. They visited the SSJ historical sites on 

their first two days. In the morning of their last day they went to a nearby Benedictine monastery for Mass and a 

walk to mountain lookout point. In the afternoon they had a picnic at Lake Bouchet and a walk around the lake 

where they took time to slip off their sandals and wade in the water. Staff enjoyed sharing these days with them. 

Sisters Sujatha, Promila y Jayarani express their joy in 

the mountains at the Benedictine monastery 
Sisters Jayarani, Sujatha, y Promila wade in Lake Bouchet.              
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International Centre Board Says Good-Bye to Sr. Loretta 
 

After four years on the Board, Sister Loretta Manzara said good-bye to Le Puy as she assumes a new role on the 

Leadership Team of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada. Board members held a reception for Sr. Loretta before 

the last meal of their three-day meetings held April 6-8. She was given a gift of homemade lace made by 

Martine, a local lacemaker. Sr. Loretta had served as Executive Director of the Sisters of St. Joseph Canadian 

Federation. She was also Vice President of the International Centre Board before becoming President. 
 

   
 

 

 

Pray for peace in Ukraine 
      
 

 

This group comprised of sisters and lay 

administrators from the Institute of St. Joseph 

gathers three or four times a year at the Centre for 

day-long meetings on health care for the 

Congregation’s nursing homes. They also share a 

meal at the Centre. 

 

 


