
Our Holy Father Francis has a clear vision, from the Gospel, of what our Church should be 

about: heal those are hurting; help those who are poor; be guided by a synodal process. 

 

Healing and helping we know, and agree that we should take care of people who are hurting 

and poor. But what on earth does synodal mean, and how would it guide the Church? 

 

You may’ve heard that Pope Francis is engaging all members of the Church all over the 

world in a multi-year conversation, called a synod, to talk about synodality. 

 

The gospel story helps us to understand what that is. First of all, unlike the followers of 

Jesus, who told Bartimaeus the blind man to be silent, synodality does just the opposite. 

 

It says that all the baptized have a right to speak, be heard, and be taken seriously about 

where they think the Spirit is leading us; that doesn’t mean everyone will get their way. 

 

Some Catholics lobby for adding to, deleting from, or modifying what we believe and 

practice, but how can it be from the Holy Spirit if it runs contrary to Scripture and Tradition? 

 

Secondly, Jesus called Bartimaeus to step up. Synodality calls all Catholics to step up to 

contributing time, talent, or treasure in support of the mission and ministries of the Church. 

 

It isn’t only clergy that do ministry; in fact, one of their ministries is to match the gifts of lay 

people with the needs of the mission, and then to prepare lay people for success in ministry. 

 

Lastly, Jesus asked Bartimaeus: what do you want? That’s the same question that we put to 

the Holy Spirit, listening for a response, and ready to change, perhaps in surprising ways. 

 

Oh, we’ll still be a hierarchical Church, that is, led and served by clergy. And we’ll still 

profess Catholic Faith, which we believe can develop with time, for example: 

 

Our reading of Scripture can deepen to decide differently about a men-only priesthood. Or, 

our studies can show there’ve been married priests in the past, and now, without problems. 

 

God only knows where the synodal process will guide the Church, but if nothing else it’ll 

hopefully result in more people following Jesus on the way, like Bartimaeus did. 


