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STEWARDSHIP IN A NUTSHELL

1) God owns everything. 
2) Everything is on loan from God for me to manage. 
3) I am wowed by the honor, bowed by the duty. 
4) What God entrusts to my stewardship is not just for me. 
5) I live to give life and gladness to others.

INTRODUCTION

Stewardship comes from the Greek word oikonomia, where we get the 
word economy: managing another’s stuff; in this case, managing God’s 
stuff.

In Catholic circles, it’s often said that stewardship isn’t just about money, 
that it’s also and firstly about things sharing time and talents, and caring 
for the world of creation.

True, stewardship applies to all that we have, can do, and are. But it is also, 
and without apology, about money; the same principles govern our use 
of… whatever.

What is the whatever? Read your Bible. Most stewardship references in the 
Bible talk about our care for creation, and our use of money.

A lot is said about the charge given to women and men to care for, 
cultivate, and bring forth from creation what’s needed to sustain life and 
to bring good cheer to folks.

And there are about 800 references in the New Testament alone about a 
believer’s use of money (not so much about time and talent, just saying).

Stewardship is ultimately a way of life for all people, because God the Creator 
intends that the bounty of the earth to be for all, now, and for the future.
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1) GOD OWNS EVERYTHING                
 
The first principle of stewardship is that God owns everything. God made 
it. God keeps it in being. God has a purpose for it all. Creation reflects the 
splendor of God.

God says to Job: Everything under Heaven belongs to me (Job 41:11). King 
David sings in worship: The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof 
(Psalm 24).

Nebuchadnezzar, the greatest king of Babylon, serves as an object lesson 
on the significance of acknowledging the ownership of God. 

Daniel records how King Nebuchadnezzar took credit for all the lands, 
wealth, and power he amassed: I myself… by the might of my power… for 
the glory of my majesty (Daniel 4:30).

No sooner were the words out of his mouth, that the King went cuckoo for 
cocoa puffs, as they say, going to live in the wild with animals, and feeding 
on grass like them.

And so did he remain until he acknowledged that it is God who gives what 
God wills, to whom God wills (Daniel 4:34).

Like King Nebuchadnezzar when he came to his senses, we affirm that 
everything came into being only through the invisible God (Hebrews 
11:3).
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2) EVERYTHING IS ON LOAN FROM 
GOD FOR ME TO MANAGE                

 
The second principle of stewardship is that everything is on loan from God 
for me to manage.

It’s not uncommon to hear people criticize Pope Francis for his comments 
on owning private property and the universal destination of goods, calling 
him a wild-eyed, Latin American liberal.

But what the Pope says on those topics isn’t his personal opinion. Rather, 
it’s Catholic social teaching, taught by all the Popes in the modern era, and 
enshrined in the Catholic Catechism.

References to this teaching go all the way back to Pope Leo XIII, in his 
Encyclical Letter Rerum Novarum, published in 1891 – far from wild-eyed 
and liberal, he, the Vatican, and the times in which he lived.

In fact, Pope Leo XIII wrote that encyclical in part to counter protests 
made by wild-eyed communists and socialists who opposed ownership of 
private property.

The Catholic Church teaches we have the right to hold private property, 
provided we recognize God’s sovereignty (we don’t want to end up like 
King Nebuchadnezzar), and as long as we view private property as a tool 
of stewardship.

Private ownership facilitates our care for the land and our responsible use 
of natural resources, for our benefit, and to be shared with others in the 
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world, and ensuring that it’s still around for future use.

In fact, the more people there are who exercise ownership, the greater 
chance there is that good stewardship and a just sharing of resources will 
result.

Adam and Eve are examples of stewardship. They received creation from 
God, with the mandate to be fruitful and multiply, to fill the earth and 
subdue it (Genesis 1:28). 

The Old Testament patriarch Joseph is another example of stewardship: 
Potiphar put him in charge of his household, entrusting everything he 
owned to Joseph’s management (Genesis 39:4). 
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3) I AM WOWED BY THE HONOR, 
BOWED BY THE DUTY               

 
The third principle of stewardship is that I am wowed by the honor, bowed 
by the duty.

In Catholic presentations on stewardship, you often hear that it involves 
being grateful to God for God’s gifts. But maybe we shouldn’t say that. 
Why?

Because what we receive from God is a gift only in the sense that it wasn’t 
ours before the giving, and because we’ve no claim in justice on it.

Also because, if it’s truly a gift, then we can do what we like with it. But 
stewardship requires we give an accounting to God for how we’ve used 
what God entrusted to us.

Remember, all is on loan from God. And the dominion given to Eve, Adam, 
and their descendants, translates as care for creation, not doing whatever 
we like with it.

We are wowed that God entrusts us to care for creation, which reflects 
Divine Glory, and which was declared by God the Creator as good.

We are bowed by the duty to care for all creation, including to protect the 
innocent from harm and animals from mistreatment, as well as avoiding 
wasting resources.

We are also bowed by the duty to ensure the universal destination of 
goods, sharing with the poor and the Church what we don’t need for 
ourselves or our dependents.
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4) WHAT GOD ENTRUSTS TO MY
STEWARDSHIP IS NOT JUST FOR ME                

 
The fourth principle of stewardship is that what God entrusts to my 
stewardship is not just for me.

Pope Leo XIII, in Rerum Novarum, explained that the blessings a person 
receives from “the divine bounty” are for the purpose of “perfecting his 
own nature,” but not only.

He went on to say that, “at the same time, [recipients] employ them, as the 
stewards of God’s providence, for the benefit of others.”

What God owns is on loan to us to use, first of all, to provide for ourselves 
and our dependents; charity begins at home, says St. Paul (1 Timothy 5:4).

It’s also to be shared with the poor, which is why Moses gave the 
instruction for people to leave something in the field, on the vine, and in 
the olive tree for the poor to gather (Deuteronomy 24:19-21).

What God entrusts to us is also shared to support the Church. St. Paul 
traveled the known world at the time to preach the Gospel, but also to 
take up a collection for the Church in Jerusalem (1 Corinthians 16:1).

God doesn’t compel our sharing with threats, except for maybe, it would 
seem, with regard to helping the poor: Jesus says we stand to lose Heaven 
if we don’t help (Matthew 25:32-46).

Nor does God entice us with rewards, like no-tuition Catholic school, 
except for maybe the promise to give us an abundance of whatever we’re 
willing to share with others (Luke 6:38).

Sharing with the poor and to support the Church, as well as the worship of 
God on Sunday at Holy Mass, are the most important ways we practice our 
holy Catholic Faith. 
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5) I LIVE TO GIVE LIFE AND 
GLADNESS TO OTHERS                

 
The fifth principle of stewardship is that I live to give life and gladness to 
others; we give to live a filled-full and joyful life.

Jesus gave his followers an everlasting reminder of his life, teaching, and 
ministry in the Holy Eucharist: bread and wine, mystically transformed into 
his Body and Blood.

At the Last Supper Jesus used wheat bread and grape wine. Some might 
say he had to because that’s what the Law of Moses required. Maybe. 

It could be that Jesus would have used bread and wine anyway, as a way 
to express his central message of the Kingdom of God, and to provide a 
memorial of it.

Wheat is ground to make flour, baked into bread to be the basic food to 
keep us alive. Grapes are crushed for their juice, fermented into wine, to 
make our hearts merry.

Wheat and grapes don’t have a say in the matter, but if they did, they 
would give themselves happily, for that is their fulfillment – they live to 
give life and gladness.

That expresses what Jesus did: To die for love of you is why I came, Jesus 
said; in other words, to live to give, even his very self in order to bring life 
and gladness to others.

This also captures Jesus’ teaching that, to be his follower, you have to deny 
yourself, and take up your cross. That can’t mean we’re to suffer and die – 
who would follow?
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But Jesus took up his cross to do what we couldn’t do for ourselves: to put 
ourselves in right relationship with God. Our cross is to do for others what 
they can’t do for themselves.

We’re to live to give life and gladness to others, no matter who it is, or if 
they say please and thank you. And if there’s suffering, it’s from the work 
of serving, or the loss of sharing.

This is the message of the Kingdom of God, expressed in wheat and 
grapes, bread and wine: find your fulfillment and joy in living to give life 
and gladness to others.

In 2013, Harvard University affirmed the teaching on biblical stewardship 
with a scientific study, reported in the Grant Study: a happy, fulfilled life is 
the result of living for, giving to, helping out, sharing with, serving, even 
sacrificing self for another.

Live to give life and gladness to others. Give to live a filled-full, happy life 
yourself.
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CONCLUSION

Stewardship is a way of life that is truly about putting into practice the 
example and teaching of Jesus on being the Church of the poor, for the 
poor.

Let’s be clear: Jesus wasn’t poor. He had a house in Capernaum. And 
he must’ve ate well and drank wine, because his enemies called him a 
glutton and a drunkard.

Also, Jesus didn’t teach that his followers had to be poor. There were 
wealthy people among his followers, like Matthew, Zacchaeus, Mary of 
Magdala, Susanna, and Joanna.

In fact, those wealthy women help us to understand the true meaning of 
biblical stewardship and gospel poverty, that is, living a shared life of self-
gift in service.

The Gospel of Luke records how those wealthy women shared their 
wealth to pay for what Jesus and his followers needed to live on (8:2-3).

And the Acts of Apostles records how the first Christians contributed to 
a common fund, which was doled out by the Apostles, according to each 
one’s need, and it is said that no one among them was in need (4:32-37).

If you want to see what that looks like today, go visit the home where a 
community of women or men Religious live.

We might say that they live rather well, but that’s because they live a 
shared life, where people give of themselves, in service of others, each 
other in their community. 

And that’s what people in the world could live like if we all did the same, 
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sharing what we “own” to provide for and protect those who can’t do for 
themselves.

St. James says that saving faith is practiced by helping the poor, which he 
calls the practice of a pure, unspoiled religion (1:27)…

And St. Peter says that the love behind that can cover a multitude of sins 
(1 Peter 4:8)…

Which, says St. Paul, can keep us holy until the day of Jesus’ return at the 
end of time (1 Thessalonians 3:13)…

And about that day, Jesus says that he will judge us on whether or not we 
helped the poor: those who do, will enjoy Heaven; those who don’t, won’t 
(Matthew 25).

This is what we’re to do, so that it might eventually be said of our world 
today what was said of the apostolic Church in Jerusalem: no one among 
them was in need (Acts 4:34).

When that happens – when no one among us is in need – the Kingdom 
will come, we will see new heavens and new earth, and Jesus will return 
on the clouds, in glory.

St. Peter exhorts us to hasten the day of the Lord’s coming by conducting 
ourselves in holiness, which for Christians means charitable service and 
sacrifice, shown by helping the poor (2 Peter 3:12).

Come, Lord Jesus, come!




