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12 December 2022 

Imitate the Bethlehem shepherds: Go to Jesus 

Merry Christmas! No one knows Jesus’ true birthday, but he was born, and we 
celebrate that fact because he’s the founder of our religion, the inspiration of our Catholic 
church. 
  
Some people, when they hear reference to the institutional church, are ready to dismiss 
Jesus as a life-leader because Catholics haven’t always put their best foot forward. 
  
We, not Jesus, are to blame, guided more by empire than by the Gospel when structuring 
the church, and for giving into a sinful, worldly desire for money, power and pleasure. 
  
Reports of those sins, or how women, divorcees and gays are treated, or how ready we are 
to use the rod of punishment, well, it’s a slender thread that keeps people in the Church. 
  
And the tie that binds is that we are first and foremost followers of Jesus, whose teaching 
and example are like day to the institutional night of the Catholic church. 
  
Not too Christmassy, huh? But hark, the herald angels sing ho-ho-ho, inspired by Jesus’ 
revelation that, unlike Santa, God doesn’t put people on the naughty list; God loves! 
  
He teaches us to respond by loving God, and that the best way to do that is to love our 
neighbor, which is anyone in need, which the Bible says is THE practice of true religion. 
  
Jesus welcomed and included all, eating and drinking with those who kept the rules and 
those who didn’t, with sinners and those who had repented from sin. 
  
He preached mercy and charity, forgiveness and service to everyone, even if they don’t say 
sorry and ask pardon, or say please and thanks, or if they aren’t aware or don’t care. 
  
And there was no service beneath him, and no sacrifice too great, even giving his life to 
save us from hell and for heaven. 
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If Jesus is our life-leader, that’s how we’re supposed to be too. As individual Catholics and 
as an institutional church, we’ve a long way to go. Maybe our next good step is… 
  
To imitate the Bethlehem shepherds: Go to Jesus, kneel in adoration, and share tidings of 
comfort and joy with others, especially the poor. Merry Christmas! 
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