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We’re blessed to have lots of women and men Religious in the Archdiocese. They’ve lived 
here a long time, and have done so much, here and elsewhere. Thanks be to God for them! 
  
I wonder if you can tell them apart from the rest of us. Most dress the same as us, and like 
the things we do: Jesus, saving our planet, Mickey-D’s, sports (can you say Sister Jean?) 
  
I’m no Religious, so what do I know, but I think what sets them apart is practicing Jesus’ 
teaching on poverty: a love-inspired shared life, in some form and degree of community.  
  
Here’s the deal, Parker: Jesus wasn’t poor the way we think. He drank PBR’s and ate crème-
filled long johns, which is why his enemies exaggerated, calling him glutton and drunkard. 
  
Nor did he ask his followers to be poor, or say it’s a sin to be rich. Today’s Bible readings 
say it’s okay to have money, just make sure you trust in God (like it says on our money). 
  
And so, we that trust God will provide when we have need, maybe directly, but certainly by 
means of those of us who follow Jesus’ teaching on Gospel poverty, which is that… 
  
What we have, we have from God, who expects that we use it to support ourselves 
and our dependents, and to share it in support of the Church and of the poor. 
  
By way of example, among Jesus’ followers were some wealthy women who pooled their 
wealth to pay for what they, Jesus, and the other disciples needed to live on. A shared life. 
  
That’s also how the first Christian community lived: they combined their resources, and the 
Apostles doled it out according to who needed what, and no one among them was in need! 
  
This is the sign of an authentic Christian, and the sign of a vital parish. Prayer and worship, 
yes, but the Bible has harsh words for when there’s worship without sharing with the poor. 
  
Learn and teach the Gospel, yes, but it teaches us that helping the poor is THE practice of 
our religion, and that those who help the poor will go to heaven, those who don’t, won’t. 
  
We are grateful to the men and women Religious here, if for no other reason than showing 
us how to live Gospel poverty. We might scoff: they live pretty well, in pretty big houses. 
  
But we could too, and all others as well, changing the face of the world! if we followed their 
example: living a love-inspired shared life, supporting the Church’s mission, and the poor. 


