Additional Ideas for Celebration of Life Mass

Considerations as you prepare:
Promotion:
· Flyers/Bulletin announcements
· Social Media
· Live-streaming option
Accessibility:
· Designated parking area for those with disabilities
· Accessible restrooms
· Seating areas for wheelchairs and walkers
· Access to the sanctuary/ambo for lectors, altar servers, etc.
The Mass:
· Assign persons with disabilities (or their family members) to liturgical ministries (lectors, altar servers, cross-bearer, offertory gift bearers, Eucharistic Ministers, greeters, hand out worship aids, ushers, etc.)
· Sign language interpreter
· Gluten-free hosts
· Worship aid

Other ideas:
· Consider a focus on Baptism
· All present can wear white to signify the bond of community shared through the sacrament of Baptism.  (“By reason of their Baptism, all Catholics are equal in dignity in the sight of God and have the same divine calling.”) (Sacramental Guidelines for Persons with Disabilities, 2017).
· Rite of Blessing with Holy Water at the beginning of Mass
· Renewal of Baptismal Promises after the homily (replaces the Creed)

· Reflection/Homily points
We come together today as one Body of Christ, and able to celebrate our faith together. What a joy it is to do so! Jesus was always inclusive in His approach with people, always finding ways to include all people into discipleship. He taught His disciples that everyone was welcomed into His companionship. He chose to eat with sinners and social outcasts. He chose to spend time with children and the elderly. He picked disciples who were not perfect and sometimes not too courageous. Jesus made sure that everyone could approach Him and find in Him a source of welcome and blessing. In the same way, today, Christ calls for us to be inclusive.

Those with special needs, intellectual or physical disabilities, or mental illness, must always be valued and treated with dignity and respect. All persons are masterpieces of God’s creation, made in the image and likeness of God. We are interdependent. Our Church is not complete without all the members being welcomed, celebrated and empowered, to share their gifts and talents as disciples of Jesus Christ. We as a Church need one another. We are closest to God when we are fully included and embraced by the Church. Christ taught people to love one another despite their differences. Today we publicly and gratefully acknowledge the presence and the gifts of all our brothers and sisters with special needs and/or disabilities. We admit that we are simply incomplete without you. Your dignity as God’s children is a proud legacy that the Church must never forget nor neglect to welcome. What is important for us today is that He continues to insist that those who follow Him must also do the same.
(Adapted from the homily of Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory, Archdiocese of Washington D.C., White Mass on October 18, 2020)

Closing Reflection on Being an Inclusive Parish Community
· The meaning of this reflection is enhanced if one of the readers is a person with a disability.
· Include a sentence or two to relate the readings of the day to the Celebration of Life Mass.

Solemn Blessing at the end of Mass (All options taken from the Book of Blessings)
· May the God of all consolation bless you in every way and grant you peace all the days of your life. Amen.
· May he free you from all anxiety and strengthen your hearts in his love. Amen.
· May he enrich you with his gifts of faith, hope, and love, so that what you do in this life will bring you to the happiness of everlasting life. Amen.
· And may almighty God bless you all, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

(OR)

· May the Lord Jesus Christ be with you to protect you. Amen.
· May he go before you to lead you, and follow after you to give you strength. Amen.
· May he watch over you, keep you in his care, and bless you with his peace. Amen.
· And may almighty God bless you all, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

(OR)

· May God the Father bless you, and give you light and peace. Amen.
· May God the Son comfort you and raise you up. Amen.
· May God the Holy Spirit enlighten you, and give you courage and strength. Amen.
· And may almighty God bless you all, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

