
Q2 What hinders you from being active in your parish/cluster? 
 

There were 15,997 surveys returned from laity, ordained priests/deacons and religious communities. Of 
those, 9,462 surveys included comments for short answer question #2.  
 
Significant Findings in No Particular Order 

1. Lay responses from all demographics expressed a desire to be personally asked to be involved. If 
not asked, they often times will not become active.  

2. Respondents from parishes with less than 500 households expressed concern not having Mass each 
weekend and how that could influence the parish’s future.  

3. Respondents from rural areas, regardless of parish size, expressed frustration with Saturday 
afternoon Masses being the only available Mass time. This time interferes with farm chores. They 
expressed interest in Masses being offered early Saturday evening or on Sunday.  

4. Lay respondents repeated examples of how the priest impacts both positively and negatively the 
desire the laity have to being active in his/her parish.  

5. Respondents who are 76+ listed age, health and some discussed there was “nothing for them to do” 
since they are homebound. Many listed how they used to be involved and would like to be again if 
there were opportunities to volunteer in their home.  

6. Young adults, ages 25-40, stated they don’t always feel welcome to be active. Cliques among older 
groups and/or inflexibility to try new approaches stifles involvement for this age group.  

7. Many respondents, across all demographics expressed frustration with how the pandemic was 
handled. Some would have liked stronger mask enforcement, while others were upset parishes 
were shut down, masks were encouraged and the vaccine was supported.  

8. Some respondents stated they are introverts and did not consistently know of ways to be active 
that did not include requirements to be a leader, which they will not do.  

9. Respondents who self-identified as having been active in the past listed several reasons for their 
desire to step away. Those reasons include: 
a. Lack of training and not understanding his/her role as a volunteer.  
b. People mad at them (priests, parish staff, other volunteers) 
c. Being judged  
d. Feeling “stuck for life” in this volunteer position 

10. Some respondents, primarily those below 40 years of age, discussed their own situation as reasons 
they choose not to be active. Those situations include: 
a. Being gay or having gay children who do not feel accepted by the Church. There were no 

specific parishes mentioned, but Church teaching in general. 
b. Going through or being divorced and not feeling they can fully participate in Mass, so they do 

not feel welcome to be active in their parish.  
c. Divorced and remarried outside the church without an annulment of his/her first marriage.  
d. Political stance and party standing 

11. All demographic groups mentioned the need for more varied activities and opportunities 
specifically designed for young adults. This included suggestions regarding timing of activities, 
daycare availability etc.  

12. Lay respondents stated they don’t feel like they know what is going on at the parish.  
13. Many lay, religious and deacon responses said lay involvement should focus on building the sense 

of community and parish unity. Many priest responses focused on formation and understanding 
how spirituality will build the desire to be more active.  


