
Q4 Who or what encourages you to be active in your parish?  
 

There were 15,997 surveys returned from laity, ordained priests/deacons and religious 
communities. Of those, 9,474 surveys included comments for short answer question #4.  
 
Significant Findings in No Particular Order 

1. Respondents indicated, across all demographics, that being personally asked by a priest, 
deacon or fellow parishioners had the greatest influence on being active at the parish. 
Among those influences a personal invitation from the priest carried the most weight.  

2. Secondary to a personal invitation was the influence of family role-modeling, faith and 
the joy received by helping the parish and/or helping others.  

3. Respondents from parishes of less than 500 families stated a sense of obligation to be 
involved. They feel responsible to keep the parish open by being involved whenever 
there is a need.  

4. Respondents in small parishes (<200 households) discussed how faith is strong 
motivation for being active. While respondents in large parishes (>1000 households) 
were one-third less likely to discuss faith as a strong motivator.  

5. Small parish respondents also indicated that it is increasingly challenging to find enough 
volunteers.  

6. Respondents who belong to large parishes (>1000 households) reported less motivation 
to being active as others oftentimes step up.  

7. Respondents from all demographics reported that having the same people lead parish 
programs and events can lead to too much individual ownership and cliques which 
discourages new ideas or increased involvement from others.  

8. While the term “stewardship” is rarely used to describe respondent’s motivation to give 
of themselves, the concepts of “time, talent and treasure” or “an obligation” or “serve 
others” or “using my gifts” are frequently used.  

9. Many who identified as 76+, regardless of gender, or parish size, discussed how 
advancing age means they are not as involved. Many indicated a desire to still be 
involved somehow.  

10. Respondents described the parish as “their parish” and they want to give back to it, but 
opportunities are often times limited. Parish leaders can increase the connection to the 
parish by increasing varied opportunities targeting various ages and gender. 
Respondents indicated an openness to this, which builds ownership, community and 
gives vitality to parishes.  

11. Priests and deacons acknowledge the responsibility they have to invite parishioners to 
consider becoming active. Priests and deacons also express the need to help all 
understand that parish activity is part of evangelization and moving closer to Christ.  

12. Respondents from religious communities added that gratitude for God’s gifts and 
appreciation of His love should help to motivate parishioners. The challenge, as some 
stated, is discussing opportunities to give to others in those terms.  


