
MOST REV. MICHAEL O. JACKELS, 
BY THE GRACE OF GOD AND THE AUTHORITY OF THE APOSTOLIC SEE  

ARCHBISHOP OF DUBUQUE 
 

DECREE MERGING THE PERSONAL PARISH, ST. WENCESLAUS, DUNCAN  
WITH ST. BONIFACE PARISH, GARNER 

St. Wenceslaus Parish was created around 1900, as a personal parish to serve the Czech immigrants in 
the area.  In 1991, St. Wenceslaus was linked with St. Boniface in Garner and in 2001, began to 
consolidate religious education programs in Garner.  There has been very limited population growth due to 
Duncan being an unincorporated area.  St. Wenceslaus has 256 registered parishioners and in the past 
five years there have been a total of 15 baptisms at St. Wenceslaus.  The October 2022 official counts 
showed an average of 93 Mass attendees per weekend.  

St. Boniface Parish was established around 1884, to serve catholic faithful in Garner.  In 1991, it began 
sharing a pastor with St. Wenceslaus in Duncan and in 2001, began to consolidate religious education 
programs.  This means both parishes have had a kind of meaningful relationship over the years in 
collaborating for the good of souls.  St. Boniface has 686 registered parishioners and in the past five years 
there have been a total of 11 baptisms.  The October 2022 official counts showed an average of 164 Mass 
attendees per weekend.  St. Boniface has the highest number of registered parishioners and the second 
highest Mass attendance out of the six parishes within the Archangels Catholic Cluster.  

For over 20 years there have been conversations about the future of parishes in Hancock and Winnebago 
Counties.  In 2002, all six parishes of Hancock and Winnebago Counties were linked sharing the same 
pastor and in 2012, the six parishes entered into a clustering agreement under the name of Archangels 
Catholic Cluster which included the above-named parishes.  In September 2023, the pastor of the Cluster 
was informed that, starting 11 July 2023, there will be one less priest assigned to serve in the Archangels 
Catholic Cluster.  This prompted the pastor and the faithful to work on a proposal to restructure the 
parishes in the Cluster for effective ministry and for the good of souls.  

Canon 515 §2 states:  “It is only for the diocesan bishop to erect, suppress, or alter parishes.  He is 
neither to erect, suppress, nor alter notably parishes, unless he has heard the Presbyteral Council.” 

Having received a written proposal by the pastor of the Archangels Catholic Cluster to merge St. 
Wenceslaus Parish, Duncan with St. Boniface Parish, Garner:  Whereof this proposal is a product of careful 
planning and consultation at different levels; A task force with three members from each of the parishes 
and an advisory group created for this purpose; Various meetings held on 1 and 18 December 2022; 4, 
14, and 15 January 2023; and 12 February 2023, by these groups and parish councils to make the 
necessary recommendations; and multiple open meetings for multiple times and locations which provided 
for an opportunity for parishioners to ask questions, express concerns, and give feedback; The final 
proposal and recommendations to merge these parishes were announced in all the parishes by the pastor 
and his associate at the weekend Masses of 21-22 January 2023, to give the faithful the opportunity to 
bring out their concerns and suggestions before the final draft was submitted to me.  

To this end, having ensured that there is no evidence of those whose rights may be injured by this 
decision in accordance with canon 50;  

Having heard the Presbyteral Council, in accordance with canon 515 §2 on 28 February 2023;  

Having determined that the good of souls requires it;  

And having considered the law and the facts;  

I have deemed it necessary and proper that St. Wenceslaus Parish, Duncan be merged with St. Boniface 
Parish.  My intention to merge these parishes was communicated to the affected parishes through a 
circular letter read on my behalf by the pastor and his associate at the weekend Masses of 11-12 March 
2023, pending the formulation of this decree.  



The reasons motivating this decision include:  the parish is in the country, about 5 miles away, on a paved 
highway, from 2 other Catholic parishes, and 15 miles away, on a paved highway, from another Catholic 
parish, so the parishioners will not in any way be deprived of the sacraments; the parish was started to 
serve the spiritual needs of immigrants from Bohemia, but that flow of immigrants ended long ago, and 
their descendants are now fully assimilated; the population in the area is aging and declining; there’s a 
need to exercise good stewardship of priests, pastoral ministers and financial resources.  

In accordance with canon 515 §2, therefore, I do hereby decree that:  

1. St. Wenceslaus Parish, Duncan with all the rights, obligations, and privileges accorded to it by law is 
hereby merged with St. Boniface Parish, Garner.  On account of this extinctive-union and 
amalgamation of St. Wenceslaus Parish with St. Boniface Parish, Garner, the aforesaid personal parish 
of Duncan is subsumed into St. Boniface Parish as well as its civil corporation, hence the latter shall 
retain its name with all the rights, obligations, and privileges granted it by law.  These changes will go 
into effect on 1 July 2023.  
 

2. St. Boniface Parish, Garner will henceforth comprise the territory of the extinct St. Wenceslaus Parish 
as well as the current territory of St. Boniface Parish, Garner:  the eastern portion of Hancock County 
including Madison, Ellington, Garfield, Concord, Liberty, and Ell Townships.  

 
3. St. Boniface Parish will remain in the Archangels Catholic Cluster and in the Mason City Deanery.  

The intentions of the founders and donors regarding the temporal goods and patrimonial rights proper to 
the extinct parish of St. Wenceslaus, Duncan must be respected.  In addition, the patrimonial goods, 
rights, and obligations of the extinct St. Wenceslaus Parish, must be defined and allocated in accordance 
with the norm of law (cc. 121 and 122).  The cemeteries of these parishes however, will continue to 
remain as separate corporations.  

St. Wenceslaus Church will remain open, and will be used at the discretion of the pastor, with St. Boniface 
Church designated as the parish church.  

All the parish sacramental and death records of the extinct parish of St. Wenceslaus are to be properly 
preserved and safeguarded by the parish of St. Boniface, Garner in accordance with the norm of law 
(c.535 §1-5).  

This decree is to be effective on 30 March 2023.  

The Decree is to be communicated to the pastor of the affected parishes (c. 532), and will be posted on 
the website of the Archangels Catholic Cluster.  Anyone wishing to seek recourse against this Decree must 
first inform me of their intention within 10 days from when the Decree is communicated (c. 1734).  After 
that period, and after prayerful consideration, I will respond as to whether or not I will revoke or amend 
the Decree.  If I decide not to, you then have 15 days after that communication to seek recourse to the 
Dicastery for the Clergy in the Vatican.  

Given at Dubuque, Iowa on this 14th day of March 2023. 

 
 
 
 
________________________     ___________________________ 
Michael O. Jackels       Janine Marie Idziak 
Archbishop of Dubuque      Chancellor 
 


