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Prayer book Introduction

Prayer is very personal. It is our conversation with God. And like human conversations, sometimes we’re at a loss for words. This booklet contains basic prayers every Catholic should know. Rote prayers connect us to the Church as the Body of Christ and give us a good foundation for personal prayer in our own words. Please use this guide as a resource for your whole family- keep it on your table and use it before and after meals. These prayers are our common legacy as Catholics- pass them on to your children!






Handbook Introduction Letter

Welcome to our 2019-2020 Faith Formation program! Learning and passing on the faith is the most important mission in the life of a Christian. As parents of children whom you presented for baptism, you have the most important and serious role in fostering a relationship with Jesus Christ and His church. Your modeling, your attitude, and the obvious importance of faith in YOUR life is the most important teacher they can ever have!  Your parish programs are here as an assist for you in this mission. Our Faith Formation Program emphasizes the 
integration and lived experience of what it means to be a Catholic Christian. To be able to rattle off rules and teachings without an understanding is of little worth. It is of the upmost importance that Faith Formation is built upon regular parish worship. Maybe this is a time for your family to re-evaluate and re-commit to giving weekend worship the central place it deserves and is called for in the Commandments. School, 4H, FFA, Band, Athletics, jobs and the like, are terrific opportunities, but should never prevent your daughter/son from their religious obligations. There shouldn’t be any more choice for church than there is for attending school or seeing a doctor when they are sick. These are fundamentals upon which family life and the life of the Church are built. Thank you for entrusting your young people to us to help guide you in your faith journey. We are committed to you, your family and our faith. Please let us know how we may help in any way.


Fr John Haugen, Pastor

Deanne Wulfekuhle, Director of Faith Formation







[bookmark: _GoBack]Mission Statement
St. Patrick’s Parish

Proclaim the Gospel of Christ, adhere to the beliefs of the Catholic faith, and inspire a love of Christ to others through worship, education, and service.

Faith Formation Director
Contact Information

Deanne Wulfekuhle
E-mail:  rickdeanne@outlook.com 
Telephone: Home—563-921-3340; Cell—563-542-1358
Facebook Page:  St Patrick’s Faith Formation

Introduction

This handbook is designed to serve as a guide for students, parents, and catechists involved in the Faith Formation Program at St. Patrick’s Parish.  The philosophy, goals, policies, and rules contained in this handbook need to be understood and placed in the proper perspective.

The religious education and formation of each child is a responsibility shared by both the parent the parish Faith Formation Program.  The goal of religious education is not only to dispense information, but also to help form a person in his/her capacity to live a full life as a Catholic Christian.

The policies in this handbook have been adopted by St. Patrick’s Faith Formation Commission and apply to the religious education programs at St. Patrick’s Parish.  These policies have been adopted by the commission to give parents, students, and catechists a sense of direction in responding to the religious and spiritual needs of parish families.
www.catholicexchange.org	 Catholic news and articles.
www.catholic.net	Good all-purpose information site.
www.catholic.org	Catholic news and information
www.catholiceducation.org	A resource center with great Catholic articles.
www.catholic-pages.com	Huge resource for almost everything Catholic.
www.catholicgoldmine.com	Site with a lot of Catholic information.
www.catholicgreetings.org	Free Catholic e-cards.
www.americancatholic.org	Movie reviews, daily and seasonal features, saints, and more.
www.domestic-church.com	Ideas and articles for Catholic families.
www.masstimes.org	Mass times and maps throughout the country and world, especially useful when traveling. Call to confirm times before you count on them.
www.volunteermatch.org.	Enter a ZIP code for names or organizations that need volunteers in your area.
www.ewtn.com	Devotions, Mass readings, etc.
www.gardenofpraise.com/bibleles.htm	  Bible lessons, stories, and activities for kids.
www.sermons4kids.com/colorpg.htm	Children’s sermons, lessons, and coloring pages.



Internet Resources

The following sites are provided to assist families in helping your children at home:

www.vatican.va	Official website of the Vatican.  Papal information, letters, exhortations, encyclicals, Catechism of the Catholic Church, Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, etc.
www.usccb.org	United States Conference of Catholic Bishops website.  New American Bible, Catechism of the Catholic Church, church documents, life issues, social issues, Mass readings, and movie reviews.
www.dbqarch.org	Archdiocese of Dubuque website.  Media resources are available under Archdiocesan Pastoral Center > Media Services > Education Resource Center.
www.newadvent.org	Catholic Encyclopedia online, St. Thomas Aquinas’s Summa Theologica, Early Church Fathers, and more.  The encyclopedia is a fantastic and detailed resource for anything Catholic.
www.catholic.com	Catholic Answers website.  Good library of Catholic tracts that explain the faith in a concise manner.

Rules and regulations are made to help inform the students of the rights and needs of others, as well as to help serve as a guide for his/her own acceptable behavior.  Rules and regulations help to create and maintain an environment wherein quality religious education and the safety of every child are considered to be of the utmost importance.

Parents and catechists are requested to acquaint themselves as well as the children with the contents of this handbook.  Knowledge of the policies and rules of this handbook will help achieve the goals of our faith formation program.

We are so pleased to have you and your child/children register in our Faith Formation Program.  We have an exciting year ahead of us.  Thank you for all your support.

Faith Formation Session Times:	
Please see calendar for session dates/times
6:30-7:30 on scheduled Wednesday nights
9:00-10:15 after Mass on scheduled Sundays
Retreats as scheduled on calendar


Tuition:	Registered parishioners—$50 per student—maximum of $150 per family
Non-registered parishioners—$100 student—maximum of $300 per family
	



Roles and Responsibilities

The Role of Parents/Guardians
The church teaches that parents have the privilege and responsibility of being the primary educator of the faith of their children.  This education and formation in faith occurs in many ways:  by modeling faith in daily actions, by modeling good moral judgments, by sharing regular family prayer times, and by attending Sunday Mass as a family.

The religious education program can only reinforce what is taught and modeled in the home.  If interest in and encouragement for the program is shown in the home, then students will have that same enthusiasm for their faith, and will come to classes willingly.

During the brief time catechists have students for class, it is not possible to teach everything about our faith or to help them learn all their prayers.  Therefore, it is essential that parents work with their children at home to learn these things and that there be dialogue between parents and children regarding what is being learned in the classroom.

The support of parents is evident in an all-encompassing way when they volunteer to help as a catechist, a classroom aide, or a volunteer.  Please consider offering time in this way as an added support for the children.

Discipline
Students are expected to follow St. Patrick’s Faith Formation Policy.





Policies

Policy for the Protection of Minors
The Archdiocese of Dubuque has established a program of pastoral assistance to people who believe that they or those in their care have been sexually abused as minors by clergy or other church personnel.  This assistance will include help in informing civil and church authorities.  Victim assistance coordinators are trained to facilitate access to appropriate professional and mental health services, social service agencies, support groups, and/or individuals who can provide spiritual care.  Any individual desiring help from this program is invited to call toll free 800-803-6758 to report an allegation or to receive assistance.

Attendance
Regular attendance at the Faith Formation Program is essential for students to make progress both spiritually and morally.  Parents are responsible for the regular and prompt attendance of their children.  All attendance policies are to be followed.
Students are expected to be in their locations on time with the required materials ready.  

In the case of absence, a phone call from the parent is necessary to let us know that your student will be absent.  This will help us ensure the safety of all students.

Senior Graduation Policy
All St. Patrick’s graduating high school seniors who are actively participating in their respective religious education programs are eligible to participate in the Baccalaureate Mass.  Seniors must not miss more than 5 classes (hours) the senior year.

1) Attendance at programs and classes is essential to develop a sense of belonging to St. Patrick’s parish family, for growth in your child’s relationship with God, and for a gradual understanding of our Catholic faith.

2) Students are expected to attend ALL classes in ALL grade levels, K-12, including extra classes that may need to be scheduled for the preparation of graduation and/or receiving Sacraments.  Too many unexcused absences will have to be brought to the Pastor and Faith Formation Committee for further evaluation.  Parents are expected to attend all Sacramental preparation meetings.  Summer school is a requirement for all K-6 students.

3) Except for long-term illness, serious accident, or a personal family situation, the parent must notify the teacher in advance if their child will be absent from class.  Before the next class, the student is responsible for obtaining and completing the lesson covered during his/her absence.

4) If a student is disrupting the class, he/she will be asked to leave and attend a separate session with a board member for the remainder of the class.  The DRE will contact the parents, and the student will be responsible for obtaining and completing the lesson covered during his/her absence before re-entry into the next class.

5) Records on attendance and evaluation of students’ participation will be kept on file for all grade levels

6) During the winter, there will be no snowball throwing before or after class.

7) No food or drink is allowed in the classroom except on occasions sanctioned by the religion teacher.

8) Students are expected to participate in a cooperative and respectful manner in all religious education activities.
9) Students are expected to show respect for other persons and property at all times.  Disrespectful behavior will be reported to parents immediately.

10) It is the policy of St. Patrick’s and the Archdiocesan Board of Education to maintain an environment that is free from any type of harassment.  (Definition of harassment: verbal or physical conduct that denigrates or shows hostility of aversion toward an individual because of his/her race, color, religion, gender, national origin, age, or disability).

11) It is the policy of St. Patrick’s and the Archdiocesan Board of Education that weapons or any other dangerous objects are prohibited on the church grounds.  Any weapon or dangerous object found in the possession of a student shall be confiscated, the parents of the student will be notified immediately, and the incident will be reported to the Board of Education to determine if further action is necessary.

12) Mandatory Reporting of Child Abuse: any employee of St. Patrick’s who has a reasonable belief that a child under the age of 18 has been abused by a person responsible for the care of the child as defined by law, shall report the suspected abuse verbally to the department of Human Services (DHS) within 24 hours, and follow the verbal report with a written report on appropriate forms.  Reports of child abuse remain confidential, as required by law.

13) Child abuse of Students by Employees: employees will not commit acts of physical or sexual abuse, including inappropriate and intentional sexual behavior, toward students.  Any employee who commits such act is subject to disciplinary sanctions up to and including discharge.

Weather Related Cancellations
If Ed-Co schools are dismissed early or cancelled due to weather conditions on the Wednesday of faith formation, sessions will not be held.  If classes need to be cancelled due to poor weather on a day school was not cancelled, we will do so via text message and notice on St. Patrick’s Faith Formation Facebook page.  
Feel free to text or call Deanne Wulfekuhle on her cell (563‑542-1358) for a check on cancellations.

Sacramental Preparations
All children are required to be enrolled in the Faith Formation Program prior to sacramental preparation for First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, and Confirmation.  Parents, as the primary educators of their children, are expected to full participate in the sacraments themselves and sacramental preparation of their children in the following ways: regular church attendance and celebration of reconciliation, and participation in parent meetings.  Continued participation in religious education and faith formation is critical and expected following the reception of sacraments.

Holy Days of Obligation—On these days, there is an obligation to attend Mass and to refrain from servile work as much as possible.
	●	Mary, Mother of God—January 1
	●	Ascension of the Lord—40 days after Easter or the following Sunday (celebrated on the Seventh Sunday of Easter in the Archdiocese of Dubuque)
	●	The Assumption of Mary—August 15
	●	All Souls Day—November 1
	●	The Immaculate Conception of Mary—December 8
	●	Nativity of our Lord or Christmas—December 25  

Communion Regulations
	●	As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when we receive Holy Communion.  We are encouraged to receive Communion devoutly and frequently.
	●	In order to be properly disposed to receive Communion, participants should be conscious of no grave sin and normally should have fasted for one hour.
	●	A person who is conscious of grave sin is not to receive the Body and Blood of the Lord without prior sacramental confession except for a grave reason where there is no opportunity for confession.  In this case, the person is to be mindful of the obligation to make an act of perfect contrition, including the intention of confessing as soon as possible (CIC, can. 916).
	●	A frequent reception of the Sacrament of Penance is encouraged for all.

Communion Fast
	●	We are expected to fast from food or drink for at least one hour prior to the reception of Holy Communion.

Role of Catechist, Director & Commission

The role of the catechist is to extend the presence of Jesus to his/her students by the designated curriculum.  The catechist will endeavor to lead the children to a better understanding of the Catholic faith.  The Director and Commission’s function is to support and guide the catechists in their ministry.  This support occurs in the form of providing catechetical materials and resources, as well as in-service opportunities to each catechist.

Teaching of Basic Catholic Prayers and Practices

It is the responsibility of parents, as the primary educators of their children in the ways of faith, to ensure that learning of the following age-appropriate prayers.  As such, parents are responsible for the teaching of memorized prayers and the general spiritual support and guidance of their children.  The catechists will introduce the prayers as well as assess the progress being made.  Please see the Prayer Book for assistance.
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