
3. Musicians need to establish and maintain 

cues for the liturgy to flow. 

a. Gospel Acclamation/Alleluia is started when 

the Presider stands, not before. 

b. Eucharistic Acclamation and Amens need to 

come right in, and at a good tempo. 

c. Lamb of God is started when the Presider 

breaks the large Host and not before. 

 

4. Musicians need to practice. It is never 

enough to come and try to learn something 

before Mass. The assembly comes to pray and 

not listen to a rehearsal- they deserve more! 

The more you practice the more comfortable 

and prayerful you will become. Every group 

needs to set a practice time- it is absolutely 

essential. Use Conference Room/Hall if you 

need to check something. 

This obviously means a time commitment- but 

it is really a commitment to provide the best 

worship for God and your parish, and nothing 

less. 

5. Pray for and invite others to music 

ministry. It will transform our worship, our 

hearts and our parish.    
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Liturgy Fundamentals… 
 

1. Musicians (all ministers) are first and 

foremost members of the Assembly. This 

means that you do what the congregation 

does- with posture, directing attention to the 

liturgical action, saying the prayers, being 

seated during the readings, etc. This is 

especially important because you are always 

visible and are to model for the assembly. 

 

2. Musicians are worship leaders. Singers are 

never just transplanted members of the 

assembly. It is crucial that your eyes are not 

stuck to the music, but making eye contact 

and facial invitation to the assembly. The 

more joyful and prayerful YOU are, the more 

THEY will be. ☺ 

 

a. Accompanists need to work toward 

standard introductions- the entire refrain or 

verse as an intro. 

 

b. Set tempo in your head before beginning , 

and do not slow down before the assembly 

enters. 

 

c. Generally tempos in most parishes could be 

faster, especially the service music. It should 

not drag. 

d. Responsorial Psalms… 

* should always be sung if possible 

* should always be led from Ambo by one (or 

two) persons 

* Accompanists should “line out” (play melody) 

first, have cantor(s) sing it and then invite 

assembly to join in- directed by your hand 

gesture. 

 

e. Alleluias or Gospel Acclamations (like the 

psalm) should be introduced by ONE person, 

and then the group joins in. OR direct the 

entire assembly to join in at the start- but 

don’t make them guess☺ 

 

f. At Preparation time, the hymn should cover 

everything up to the Presider washing his 

hands. If the hymn was not long enough for 

the Preparation, you can: 

> repeat the refrain (if possible) 

> continue to play softly through 

> simply stop and let Presider pray prayers 

aloud 

 

In any event, do not sing it over. 

 

 


