
A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to 

ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its min-

istries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 

love one's passing as a way to ensure our community will 

thrive well into the future.   

The Most Holy Trinity                                                      June 15, 2014 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte  
860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 
Director of Religious Education  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 
Director of Youth Ministry  
Mrs. Judy Pluta  
860 408 9888 or judyplutaym@gmail.com  
 
Music Director  
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 216 6519 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 
Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone  
860 658 1642  
 
Parish Council President  
Mr. Tom Tanski 
860 658 4430 
 
Finance Council Chairman  
Mr. Scott Muryasz  
860 693 4164  
 
Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich  
860 408 1254  
 
Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Melissa Horbal, (860)651-7844 
Mr. Joseph Capozzoli, (860)352-2390 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 

If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 

in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 

call us at 658 1642. 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation: For the summer: 
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.  
  
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Thursdays prior to  
1st & 3rd Saturday of the Month at 7:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
  
265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info  

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 

our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 

for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 

hymn. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net


Religious Education News   

   An email has been sent to all Religious  

Education families for re-registration.  

Re-registration can be done online through that 

email, or by downloading the form from our  

website. NEW children to our program (even 

siblings of presently registered children)  

cannot be done online and must be done on 

the Blue Registration Form for new children 

found in the vestibule and atrium. Remember 

to register before the June 24th deadline to 

avoid the late fee! 

 There are a few opportunities for  

catechists for the 2014-2015 year beginning in 

September: Grade 6 and 8. We have an  

outstanding curriculum, terrific children, a  

supportive community and infinite rewards in our 

innovative RE program. Join us! You know you've 

been thinking about it....now is the time to call 

Kathi Bonner, 658.4737 or email for more  

information: Kathidre@aol.com. 

 
 
 

 Saturday, June 14th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Anthony Brancato, requested by his family; 

 Sunday, June 15th @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 All Fathers,  

 Sunday, June 15h @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Dick Hammond, birthday remembrance,  
 requested by his family; 

 Monday, June 16th @ 8:30 am Mass for  
 Linda Cowen, requested by the O’Bryan Family; 

 Tuesday, June 17th @ 8:30 am Mass for  
 Maria Didato, requested by Anna Carullo;  

 Wednesday, June 18th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 Raymond Hale; 

 Friday, June 20th @ 8:30 am Mass for  
 Rev. James B. Gunnoud;  

 Saturday, June 21st @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 James D. Holloway, requested by his family; 

 Sunday, June 22nd @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Kevin McLaughlin, requested by Deb Farrell,  
  and; 

 Sunday, June 22nd @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Tommy Tanski, 3rd anniversary,  
 requested by his family. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Offertory Collection  
 

Weekly Collection:                $12,636.50 
    Loose Cash/Checks            $  1,409.50  
    Envelopes                            $11,227.00 
Cathedraticum*                     -$    695.00 
School Tax*                         -$    695.00 
*Parish taxes (5.5%) paid to the Archdiocese  
for services to the parish. 
 

Repair & Refurbishment…..$3,578.00 
 
Bishop’s Overseas Appeal…$299.00 (additional) 

Stay Informed and Up-to-
Date—For all the information about 

parish liturgical and spiritual events, 
social activities, Religious Ed and 
Youth Group info as well as future  

calendar happenings. Your best source is out 
Parish Website, www.stcatherine.info. Like us on 
our Facebook page, St. Catherine of Siena, 
West Simsbury, CT. 

SENIOR AND JUNIOR HIGH 
YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 

YOUTH MINISTRY REGISTRATION for 

the 2014-2015 program has begun. Registration 

forms are now available in the atrium and  

vestibule, on our parish website and in this 

week’s online bulletin. Please pick up a form and 

send it in today. (Registration for incoming 7th 

and 9th grade teens is especially important if you 

want to receive the weekly Youth Ministry  

newsletter.) Join this vibrant group of teens in 

our parish!  
Please join us this Sunday,  

June 15th, following the  

8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Masses  

for Coffee & Donuts  

in Russell Hall. 

The Finance Council Meeting has been  

re-scheduled to Monday, June 16th, 7 p.m. 

in the Rectory. 

mailto:Kathidre@aol.com
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   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  

 

The Church and the Affordable Care Act—

it’s an Issue that Matters. 
 On June 8 our parish’s Defenders of Faith ministry, 
in conjunction with St. Ann’s (Avon) DOF ministry, planned 
and executed a most successful public discussion on the 
impact of the Affordable Care Act (ACA/Obamacare) on the 
Catholic Church-at-large and on the individual Catholic 
practitioner—you and me. More than 240 people packed 
Russell Hall on a warm and bright New England Sunday  
afternoon—a testimony to the importance of this issue to 
people of faith. 
 Nationally known presenters—Father Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk, Ph.D., of The National Catholic Bioethics  
Center in Philadelphia, Mr. Daniel P. O’Connell, Chairman 
of the Board of Saint Francis Care (hospital and medical 
center) and Mr. Jeff Mateer, Esq., General Counsel of the 
Liberty Institute of Dallas, Texas—enlightened the crowd 
with powerful information on topics ranging from  
cooperating with evil in support of acts which do not  
promote medical care, the role of Catholic healthcare as 
commanded by Christ, the fiscal impact of the fines of the 
ACA on Catholic hospitals, and the response of the Courts 
to litigants seeking relief from the Health and Human Ser-
vices Mandate (the Mandate) of the ACA. 
 The Mandate attempts to define “religious  
institutions” in such narrow terms that, for example, a  
Catholic hospital or Catholic food shelter, offering care or 
food to non-Catholics, would not be considered “religious.” 
In fact, the Mandate is so narrowly written that only the 
Church building is considered “a religious entity.” Jesus 
Christ Himself would not be exempt by the Mandate. The 
issue at hand is that for the first time in our nation’s history 
the federal government is attempting to define what religion 
is and is not. The end result is: you can do or say what you 
like within the four walls of the Church but don’t take your 
faith out in to the world. The government is making it an 
issue of “religious worship” versus “religious liberty.” 
 Conference attendees were surprised to hear that 
fines against Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center, for 
not adhering to government demands to perform medical 
procedures or provide coverage for such procedures which 
go against Catholic teaching would total some $228 million 
per year, nearly half of the hospital’s operating revenues, 
with an end result being fiscal disaster. Likewise, it was  
surprising to hear that out of the 63 court cases already 
litigated, the overwhelming majority have gone against the 
federal Mandate. We are waiting to hear from the Supreme 
Court in the near future regarding the well-known Hobby 
Lobby case. 
 I would like to take this time to thank the members 
of the Defenders of Faith ministries at both St. Catherine of 
Siena and St. Ann for all of their wonderful work in planning 
and executing this very successful and important event. 
Working together and with the Archdiocese’s of Hartford’s 
Maria Zone, Communications Director, and Father John 
Gatzak at WJMJ radio, ensured this great success. I also 
appreciate the wonderful support of Father John McHugh, 
pastor of Saint Ann, to help this come to fruition. A special 
shout out goes to: Chris Budnick, Craig Taylor, Kathy  
Randall, Cal Anderson, Ginny Belden, and Kate Conway  

for months and months of planning and hard work. It was a 
great success and without their efforts this would not have 
come to be. I personally thank them for all that they did to 
encourage parishioners from more than 15 different parish-
es and of multiple faith groups to come and illustrate just 
how important this issue is to those of faith—something you 
don’t see covered in the mainstream media. And with pray-
ers and action we will ensure religious liberty—as instituted 
by our Founding Fathers’ wisdom—remains the first and 
most vital liberty afforded by our U.S. Constitution. 
 We should, when considering this issue, all ask 
ourselves: “What will become of society if the Catholic 
Church is unable to care for the poor of all faiths, reach out 
to the sick—no matter their religious affiliation—provide  
services to the homeless or the battered and abused, 
whether they are baptismal-card-carrying Catholics or not, 
or pray for and educate the lost and the forgotten—rich or 
poor, white or black, male or female, Catholic or  
unbelieving. What “good” comes of this government-led 
attempt to shrink religious liberty, thus religion, from our 
society?” What difference does it make, you ask?” More 
than you can imagine! For more information on religious 
liberty issues or to receive a free copy of Undeniable: The 
Survey of Hostility to Religion in America go to  
LibertyInstitute.org. 

 

Ordinary Time 
 We now enter a long period of Ordinary Time—right 
through the summer and into the fall—until we see the  
Season of Advent. Ordinary Time means green vestments, 
green altar linens, and colorful flowers of the summer—but 
it also means something “unordinary” – the mission and 
ministry of Jesus Christ and His command to us (as individ-
uals and to His Church) to take up His Cross and carry His 
mission and ministry of Good News into the world. 
 This is no Ordinary Time. While we won’t have 
the festivities of Christmas, or the solemn celebrations of 
Easter with the sadness of Good Friday and joy of Sunday 
morning, nor shall we have the feasts of Pentecost or the 
restraints of Lent, but what we do have is the very practical 
stories of the Gospel highlighting how we are to carry on 
Christ’s mission through our lives. 
 This offers us a time to reflect on what exactly  
Jesus Christ is asking of us—each one of us. I think that 
many folks, when they consider sharing in the life and  
relationship that Christ and the Father share, see it as some 
kind of future event, as if it were something that doesn’t 
happen until we die. Jesus wants us to build our relation-
ship with Him and His Father today—not waiting till we 
close our eyes to this world and open them to the next, but 
today in the here-and-now to forming an eternal relationship 
by doing the Godly things that Christ did while He walked 
the face of the earth: feeding the hungry, praying for the 
forgotten, reaching out to the neighbor in need, having con-
cern for the unborn, the frail and the dying; by offering up 
some form of self-giving love. We can do it in—and—
through a ministry of the Church, or through another group 
that does righteous deeds, we can do it alone when a next 
door neighbor seems in need or we can simply look around 
our kitchen tables. All we need to do is Act…like Christ. 
Nothing ordinary about that!   



 

 

Upcoming Meetings/Events 

 

JUNE 

 

-Mon, 16th—Prayer Shawl, RH, 7 p.m. 
-Tues, 17th—Social Justice, Library, 7 p.m. 
-Tues, 17th—Men’s Club, RH, 7 p.m. 
-Wed, 18th—Defenders of Faith, Library, 7 p.m. 
-Sat, 21st—Pantry Partners, Vestibule, 9:30 a.m. 
-Sat, 21st—Feed the Hungry  
-Sun, 22nd—Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
  RH,12 noon. 
-Sun, 22nd—St. Elizabeth House,3:45 p.m. 
-Sun, 29th—Outdoor Music Concert, 4 p.m. 
-Mon, 30th—Health & Healing, Library, 7 p.m. 

November 1st, All Saints Day,  

is a Holy Day of Obligation.  
 

The Mass schedule is: 

October 31st, 6:30 p.m. Vigil Mass 

November 1st, 8:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

Parish Socializing... 

Social Outreach 
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But everyone should do something! 

Free rosary repair service is available now at 

St. Catherine. Place your rosary in the envelope in 

the repair box on the table in the gathering space and 

mark, this is for repair or this is a donation. Repaired 

rosaries will be returned within the week. Old and  

broken rosaries are accepted as well and will be  

repaired and sent on to the missions. For questions, call  

860-658-6330 or email HoldenBnD@comcast.net. 

Electronics Recycling  
Fundraiser! 

Each year, tons of outdated and unwanted  

electronic waste packs our landfills or are  

disposed of in ways that add toxins to our environment. Here is 

your chance to recycle all of your e-waste (TV’s, computers, 

phones, cords, wiring, small appliances, video & music equip-

ment and more - think anything with a battery or power cord) 

with a local company, with a ZERO landfill policy, while at the 

same time supporting a great cause! On Saturday, June 21, 

from 9:00-12:00, at Simsbury UMC, 799 Hopmeadow St, 

Simsbury, will sponsor their 2nd Annual Electronic Recycling 

Fundraiser in conjunction with Green Monster E-Cycling in 

West Hartford. Any amount of electronics; suggested donation 

of $20; tax deductible receipt provided. Convenient drive-thru 

service in the church parking lot. 100% of donations will be 

used to purchase medical supplies for the October 2014  

Volunteers in Mission Medical Trip to Ghana. Their mission 

will provide medicines and medical services to people in Ghana 

where access to medical services is limited. For questions, 

please contact the Simsbury UMC office at 860.651.3356 or 

visit the SUMC event webpage for event info and a full list of 

items accepted:  www.simsburyumc.org/

RecyclingElectronicsDay. 

The June distribution date for St. Catherine  

Pantry Partners is June 21. Next Saturday, June 21, 

is the St. Catherine Pantry Partners food distribution.  

Volunteers should meet in the vestibule at 9:00. a.m. Thank 

you to those parishioners who make this ministry possible 

with your generous financial support. 

FEED THE HUNGRY—The 
next Youth Group visit to the shelter 
in Hartford will be Saturday, June 
21st. You must reserve your spot as 

there is a limited amount of space in the serving kitchen. 
Please contact Lisa Sheary @ 860-658-2899 or 
 lisa.sheary@cbmoves.com to reserve a spot. 

Mass of Healing and Hope: Tuesday, June 17th, 

7:30 p.m. the Archdiocesan Center at St. Thomas  

Seminary, Bloomfield, with rosary at 6:55 p.m. Presider: 

Rev. Dan Connaghan. Trained prayer teams available after 

Mass. Call the Charismatic Renewal Office, 860-243-8234 

for further information. 

St. Catherine of Siena 
Summer Lawn Concert 
Open to all parish families as a  

Free Will Offering Event.  

 Sunday June 29
th

 from 4-8pm enjoy 

a Brass Jazz Trio and time to relax outdoors. Bring 

your own everything……. lawn chair, blanket and  

picnic basket dinner. Volunteers are needed for setup 

and cleanup please email or call Betsy Garrison,  

garrise12@yahoo.com, 630-908-0966 if you can help. 

The St. Catherine’s community will be preparing and serving 
dinner for the residents of St. Elizabeth House in Hartford on 
Sunday, June 22nd.  Those interested in helping to prepare or 
provide part of the meal or in going to St. Elizabeth House to 
help serve, please sign up in the atrium.  Volunteers and food 
donations should be at St. Catherine’s (or donations should be 
left in the church kitchen marked for St. Elizabeth’s) by 3:45 pm 
on Sun., June 22nd.  We will leave the church by 4:00 pm and 
return by about 6:15 pm.  Contact Leila Bruno at 860-392-8585 
or leilabruno@comcast.net with questions. 
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End of Bulletin 
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