
A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
love one's passing as a way to ensure our community will 
thrive well into the future.   

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                               26 June 2016 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Religious Education  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Mrs. Judy Pluta  
860 408 9888 or judyplutaym@gmail.com  
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 216 6519 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Jim Peters 
860 651-3143 or jpetersjjr@gmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mr. Scott Muryasz  
860 693 4164 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 408 1254  
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Melissa Horbal, 860 651 7844 
Mr. Joseph Capozzoli, 860 352 2390 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
  
265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info  

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 
hymn. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net


Religious Education News   

 Re-registration for the 2016-
2017 year continues till the deadline, 
tomorrow, June 27th after which there 
is a $50.00 late fee. Check your email for 
this invitation for children already enrolled in 
the Rel. Ed. Program. NEW children can be  
added only by completing the BLUE forms that 
are available in the atrium and vestibule.   
 We have an opening for a Catechist in  
Grade 2! Sharing your faith increases your faith! 
For more information, please contact Kathi  
Bonner, Kathidre@aol.com.  

 
 
 
 

 Saturday, June 25th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 John Lavery, 2nd anniversary,  
 requested by his family;  

 Sunday, June 26th @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Rose Renna, birthday remembrance,  
 requested by her family; and, 

 Sunday, June 26th @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Tommy Tanski, 5th anniversary,  
 requested by his family; 

 Monday, June 27th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 Joseph LoMenzo, requested by  
 the Moore Family;  

 Tuesday, June 28th @ 8:30 am Mass for  
 Msgr. Charles W. Daly; 

 Wednesday, June 29th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 
 Rev. Joseph F. Gorman; 

 Friday, July 1st @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 Gerald Lyman, 2nd anniversary,  
 requested by his family; 

 Saturday, July 2nd @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Michael Murphy, birthday remembrance,  
 requested by his family;  

 Sunday, July 3rd @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Rev. Richard Russell; and, 

 Sunday, July 3rd @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 William J. Carello, requested by his family. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Offertory Collection 
 

Weekly Collection:          $9,876.50 
    Loose Cash/Checks     $1,164.50 
    Envelopes                     $8,712.00 
Cathedraticum*              -$   543.20 
School Tax*                    -$   543.20 
*Parish taxes (5.5%) paid to the Archdiocese for  
services to the parish. 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
MISSION TRIP APPLICATIONS ARE DUE AUGUST 
31st. Please write “Mission Trip 2017" on the envelope so 
that all applications can be processed in the order in which 
they are received. 

REGISTRATION forms for the 2016-2017 Youth  

Ministry Program can be found in the atrium, the vestibule 
and on line. Register early and "stay in the know." 

Please join us  
after the 8 and 11 

a.m. Masses  
this weekend for 
Coffee & Donuts. 

Defending Our Religious Liberty 
 In Catholic teaching, the Second  

Vatican Council “declare[d] that the human 

person has a right to religious freedom. This 

freedom means that all men are to be immune 

from coercion on the part of individuals or of 

social groups and of any human power, in 

such wise that no one is to be forced to act in 

a manner contrary to his own beliefs, whether 

privately or publicly, whether alone or in  

association with others, within due  

limits.” (Dignitatis Humanae, No. 2.)  

 If you haven’t done so already, please 

voice your opposition to the federal health 

care mandate by calling U.S. Secretary of 

Health and Human Services Sylvia Mathews 

Burwell at 202-205-5445, and your elected 

state representatives. Let them know that the 

mandate is in violation of our First  

Amendment right to religious freedom.  

mailto:Kathidre@aol.com


   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  

 

“Can you hear Him now?” 
 From time-to-time many of us consider  
making a pilgrimage. Those who lead such trips know 
that this special travel comprises the following three 
components: (1) travel to a holy place; (2)  
commemoration of the event that took place in that 
given locale; and, (3) letting God speak to you on the 
pilgrimage. 
 In today’s Gospel of Luke (9:51-62) Jesus 
 resolutely heads to Jerusalem—He’s on a pilgrimage 
to a holy place and a few things are going to happen 
on this journey that will test the tolerance, the faith 
and comfort levels of His companions. We too are 
lucky this weekend that in hearing this gospel we are 
able to take a spiritual pilgrimage without making the 
physical journey—and we can make this  pilgrimage 
with Christ and His companions.  
 In this gospel we too, like the travelers with 
Jesus, are forced to be tolerant. We will be asked to 
travel light and not to look back as we head with Jesus 
to Jerusalem—and we are asked to “let go of that 
which holds us back in faith.” And by meditating on 
this gospel we can travel our own spiritual pilgrimage 
without ever leaving our own home. 

Our LIFE is meant to be a spiritual  
pilgrimage—one in which we will be called and  
challenged to preserve. One in which we will be called 
to travel to a “holy place” – the territory of our very 
life; and one which most certainly will be a time of 
travel when God will indeed speak to us. We will be 
challenged to commemorate many events and  
happenings in our holy life. Our life is a spiritual  
Pilgrimage calling us to commemorate the deep  
history and traditions of our faith, the gracious and 
merciful love of God our Father, and the joy in which  
we are each called to live as Christian disciples— 
spreading God’s love all around us in our families, 
communities and world by sharing His Good News to 
all. This is a grand invitation from God to be His  
partners in building-up the Kingdom of Heaven on 
earth.  

How does God speak to us? He calls us in 
Baptism and Confirmation to be His Likeness and  
Image in the world around us, giving us all the grace 
that we will need to succeed. He calls us to the table 
to be nourished with His Body and Blood, food for the 
journey and strength for the world’s trials and  
tribulations that lie ahead. He calls us with world 
challenges to our faith, asking us to grow our faith by 
believing it, living it and sharing it in-and-through the 
difficulties of life: sicknesses, trials, at times difficult  

family life, joyless careers, strained relationships,  
disappointments—that are weaved in and through the 
joys of life. In these challenges we are not called to be 
defeated but rather asked to choose between  
becoming better or bitter. The words our dear Lord 
uses to speak to us may not always be the words we 
would choose or hope to hear, but they are always  
given to us out of Divine love and a desire to bring us 
to the excellence to which God always calls us. For in 
the end we believe that He will never abandon us. He 
will always walk with us in each joy, each difficulty, 
and each sorrow. For our God is The God of Love. Our God 
will make all things anew.  

 

Success Breeds Success! 
I just wanted to add my “two cents” to that 

Thanks! listed below from Colleen Tighe for all the 
wonderful support our parish received for the return of 
Vacation Bible School! Tons of volunteers of every age 
and wonderful enthusiasm from our youth and adults 
to make a grand time for all who attended the VBS 
this year. Thank you one-and-all for you time, talent 
and love of God for our little ones. 

MANY THANKS to our Senior High Youth Ministry who 
baked and delivered 75 apple pies to area soup kitchens for their 
Thanksgiving meals. Thank you to the parent helpers who gave 
their time and energy on PIE NIGHT: Rosanne O' Hara, Amy 
Dillon, Susan Hoffman, Jeanne Carpenter, Debbie Hamil, Kathy 
Duford, Manuela Hanshaw and Mike Laiuppa. 

A BIG congratulations to all 
those who participated in Everest 2016 
for an amazing week at St. Catherine's 
Vacation Bible School! A BIG Mountain 
Top THANKS to our 21 youth  
volunteers for guiding our K-4th grade 
hikers and showing them first hand on 
how to "Hold On" to God's Mighty  
Power.   Sharing God's love first hand 
was one of the essentials for a  
successful Everest Climb~ You did it!   
 

 Finally, our thank you message would not be  
complete without thanking our adult volunteers and activity 
directors whose planning many weeks in advance brought 
our Everest Base Camp to Life. Thank you. 
 
Adult Volunteers—Patty Andersen, Ellen Butera,  
John Kostal, Tom Lonergan, Becky Obrzut, Greg Silling 
Allison Thurston, and Colleen Tighe. 
 
Youth Volunteers:—Tyler Coiro, Gina Chappano,  
Olivia Chappano, Christina Grasso, Christopher Harvill, 
James Rhodes, John Rhodes, Emily Moretta,  
Hallie Nascimbeni, Addie Obrzut, Adam Obrzut,  
Andy Obrzut, Aidan Obrzut, Zachary Rohrer,  
Anna Sennot, Sara Silling, Sydney Silling,  
Savannah Silling, Nola Smith, James Vetro,  
Anthony Vetro, and Maeve Wright. 
 
 If your family did not have an opportunity to  
participate this year, HOLD ON because VBS will return in 
the summer of 2017! 



 
 

Upcoming Meetings/Events 

JUNE 

-Sun, 26th—Coffee & Donuts, 9 a.m. & 12 Noon 

-Sun, 26th—St. Elizabeth House, Parking lot, 3:45 p.m. 

-Mon, 27th—DEADLINE— RELIGIOUS ED  REGISTRATION 

-Mon, 27th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 

JULY 

-Mon, 4th—Office Closed 

-Mon, 4th—NO Confession 

-Tues, 5th—Rosary, Church, 7 p.m. 

-Mon, 11th—NO Confession 

-Sat, 16th—Pantry Partners, Vestibule, 9 am. 

-Mon, 18th—Mass at McLean Home, 11 a.m. 

-Mon, 18th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 

-Sat, 23rd—Feed the Hungry 

-Sun, 31st—ST. Elizabeth House, Parking lot, 3:45 p.m. 

Social Outreach 
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but everyone should do something! 

Pantry Partners—The July distribution for SCPP 

is July 16. If you are considering placing an order, we have 
two offerings: a Garden Bag with fresh fruits and vegetables 
and a Family Blessing box containing frozen meats and  
vegetables, as well as eggs and potatoes. Orders are due by 
July 9.  

McLean Invites Applicants for Hospice  
Volunteer Training Series 

 
 The McLean Home Care and Hospice team is seeking  
compassionate and mature individuals who are able to provide 
social support for adults who are facing terminal illnesses, and to 
their families.  Hospice volunteers may visit patients and families 
in their homes, apartments, or in nursing facilities to provide  
companionship, a listening ear and a caring presence. They may 
also help families with specific tasks such as running an errand or 
walking a dog.  We also have a need for volunteers qualified to do 
complementary therapies such as Reiki, music or pet therapy. 
Whether you are a kind spirit wanting to sit with people at  
end-of-life, or a person with specific talents you hope to share, we 
can help you to find the best ways to give of your time and talents 
for volunteer work with McLean Hospice. 
 The next Hospice volunteer training program will begin 
on Wednesday, September 7, 2016. The training is a combination 
of web-based, online training, followed by 5 classroom sessions 
in mid-to late-October. These trainings will be conducted at the 
McLean Health Center in Simsbury.  Classes will be held 
Wednesdays and Fridays, from 9:30 am – 12 noon.  This training 
assures that new volunteers know what to expect in their role, and 
helps them to understand the many issues surrounding terminal 
illness and the dying process. 
 McLean Hospice services adults of all ages and works 
with families in the Farmington Valley and surrounding towns of 
Bloomfield, West Hartford and Windsor. 
 To request an application package, and to schedule an 
interview for consideration as a prospective volunteer, please  
contact Chris Novak, Office & Volunteer Coordinator, at 
Chris.Novak@McLeanCare.org or direct at 860-658-3907.  
Individuals who have experienced a significant personal loss 
within the past year should postpone their participation for at least 
one year.  Please inquire by July 31, 2016. 

JULY 4TH PATRIOTIC ROSARY—This  
rosary is being sponsored by the Life League of 
St. Joseph Church on Main Street in Winsted on 
Monday the Fourth of July to follow immediately 
after the daily morning Mass which starts at  
7:55 a.m. It includes prayers for the conversion 
of our country, all the departments of our  
government and the intercession of Mary for our 

Holy Father, Bishops, Priests and Laity with our National  
Anthem, patriotic songs and prayers. Each of the fifty states is 
mentioned, a different one for each Hail Mary. It will be  
videotaped and shown on Channel 13, the Public Access Channel 
at a future date. Please bring a friend and join us!   

SAVE THE DATE-Oct 4, 2016, Women's Club  

Ministry Pilgrimage to National Shrine of Divine Mercy in 

Stockbridge MA. Join us for a day of group and private 

prayer. Life-size outdoor Stations of the Cross, Jubilee 

Year of Mercy designated Pilgrimage site, Mass, Chaplet 

of Divine Mercy and more. Peter Pan Coach. Watch for 

upcoming registration info. 

 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED!!!  
To help children of Hartford. Please 
donate the following items for Family 
Life Ministry to distribute to the  
children: backpacks, calculators,  
notebooks, pens, pencils, rulers, 3 ring 
binders, loose leaf paper, markers, 
crayons, erasers, and glue. All items 
can be placed in the boxes in the  
Atrium or the Vestibule.  
Help children be all that they can be!   

At the Shrine of Lourdes in Litchfield, 50 Montfort Rd., 
Route 118, Litchfield, CT, Fr. Richard Schebera, SMM, 
a much appreciated member of the Summer Staff at the 
Shrine and retired professor of Theology at St. Louis 
University in St. Louis, MO, will be offering three 
Scripture lectures in July: Reading and Praying 
 Scripture: Jesus as a Moral Teacher” on: Thursdays, 
July 7th,14th, & 21st . The lectures will be held in the  
air-conditioned Grotto Chapel from 7:00 to 8:15pm. No 
registration is required; and a free will donation will be 
appreciated. All are welcome. For further information, call  
860-567-1041 or e-mail: lourdesshrinect@gmail.com. Visit 
us on the internet at www.shrinect.org 

St. Elizabeth House—the next service date 
is, today, Sunday, June 26th. Food needs to 
be ready to serve (casseroles hot, salad  
pre-cut) and at the church by 3:45 p.m. Please 
sign up in the atrium. Any questions, please 
contact Leila Bruno at (860) 392-8585. Thank 

mailto:Chris.Novak@McLeanCare.org
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End of Bulletin 
Information on this page is not printed 

Church:  St. Catherine of Siena 
 
City:   West Simsbury, Connecticut 
 
Account #  04-0523 
 
Run #   
 
Routing Code:  O 
 
Phone:  860.658.1642 
 
Fax:   888.297.3134  
 
Contact:  Lisa Cerchia 

 


