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A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

The Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time       August 12, 2018 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Religious Education  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Youth Ministry Office 
860 658-1642 or stcathy@comcast.net. 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 217-0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mr. Scott Muryasz  
860 693 4164 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 408 1254  
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Ann Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
  
265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 
hymn. 

 

Forward  

with  

faith 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net
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 Saturday, August 11th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for 

 Frank & Theresa Cerchia,  

 anniversary, requested by their family; 

 Sunday, August 12th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 The Holy Souls in Purgatory;  

 Sunday, August 12th @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Wendell Gobeli, 23rd anniversary, 

 requested by his family. 
 Monday, August 13th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 

 Elsie Halle Guerra, requested by  

 her family; 

 Tuesday, August 14th @ 8:30 Mass for 

 Joyce Daniels, birthday  

 remembrance, requested by her family; 

 Tuesday, August 14th @ 9 a.m., Adoration; 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Holy Day of Obligation 

 Tuesday, August 14th @ 6:30 p.m. Mass for 

 Rev. Msgr. David Liptak;  

 Wednesday, August 15th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass 

 Pro Populo;  

 Wednesday, August 15th @ 9:00 a.m.,  

 Rosary for Peace; 

 Wednesday, August 15th @ 6:30 p.m. 

Mass for Ethel Melanson, requested by 

the Fischer & Snecinski Families; 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Friday, August 17th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 John McMahon, requested by  

 Jeff & Gina Glynn; 

 Friday, August 17th @, 9:00 a.m.; 

 Chaplet of Divine Mercy; 

 Saturday, August 18th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for 

 Andy Potoczny, 8th anniversary,  

 requested by his family; 

 Sunday, August 19th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Jim Sullivan, requested by  

 Colby & Anita Thresher; and,  

 Sunday, August 19th @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Kevin Sohn, requested by  

 the Bonner Family. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Offertory Collection  
Weekly Collection.                $9,438.10 

    Loose Cash/Checks           $   939.10 

    Envelopes                          $8,499.00 

Cathedraticum*                   -$  519.10 

School Tax*                         -$   519.10 
*Parish taxes (5.5%) paid to the  

Archdiocese for services to the parish. 

 

Repair & Refurbishment  $4,103.00 
 

Mission Collection  $700.00(additional) 

Sanctuary Lamp 
Memorial  

This week it burns for 

Andy Potozny,  

8th anniversary,  

requested by his family. 

May rest in peace! 

Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament 

each Tuesday 
Immediately following the daily Mass 

we will venerate the exposed Blessed Sacrament and 
conclude with Benediction, rom 9 a.m. till 10 a.m.  
 It is understood that some folks have to go to 
work or attend to family responsibilities, this does not 
preclude you from spending some time before the 
Lord. If you cannot stay for the whole hour, that’s O.K. 
 During the holy hour you certainly may offer 
your own prayers to the Lord but we will also offer  
collective prayers in the Prayers of the Faithful, as we 
do at each Mass. Parishioners are also welcome to 
pray for their own needs.  
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   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  

 
 

The Future of Our Catholic Parishes 
 Today the Catholic Church—like all faith  
institutions—lives in a very different and  
ever-changing American culture. Gone are the days 
when Sunday Masses were not just packed but was 
the priority of the day—over sports, work and other 
scheduled items—for everyone. Holy Days of  
Obligation were actually obligatory, and Catholic 
sports teams and musical bands were part of a town’s 
everyday life.  
 As in other locales, here in the Archdiocese of 
Hartford we too are faced with many Sunday 
“options.” This situation has been studied and  
assessed—and plans are underway to address and 
work within these new and cultural parameters.  
Believing that the future is bright even in the midst of 
this change we must (and have) repositioned our par-
ishes to best meet the changing needs of both Catho-
lics and culture. Many parishes have been merged so 
that larger and stronger faith communities may cele-
brate the sacramental life of the Church and carry out 
her corporal works of mercy. This must be accom-
plished with more power and more 
determination as we seek to save souls, go forth to feed 
the hungry, educate the ignorant, shelter the homeless, 
train the unemployed, and provide medical care and 
compassion to those who have none. 
 I have heard some people and pundits call this 
“retrenchment,” but that is looking at the glass half 
empty. Truly it is a repositioning and reenergizing of 
our parishes and our faith—to build for the future—
and meet the needs of a new time and place. However, 
don’t mistake these changes as a “new and improved” 
message. While the culture is changing around us, the 
mission and ministry of Christ and His Church remain 
the same: Save souls, make life better on earth for those in need, 
and preach Christ’s message of peace and salvation for all. 
 Change is often hard for people to accept—the 
Church included—as she is both a human and Divine 
institution. However, there is a common denominator 
in all change, including the change(s) we see in our 
Catholic parishes, and that common denominator is: 
“Change is inevitable, growth is the option!”  I wish I 
could claim credit for this pithy and spot-on phrase, 
but it belongs to Father Terry Kristofak, C.P. of Holy 
Family Monastery in West Hartford. 
 

 Growth is the option! Just as in every other part of  
life, this simple and true philosophy is realized when 
we choose to understand truth and not some “softer” 
and often believed easier, more palatable untruths. 
Growth is the option when we work together, valuing 
others and respecting their beliefs and opinions while 
at the same time not giving up our own beliefs. 
Growth is the option when the debates—even the  
arguments—end with a solution, not disrespect.  
Recently, I listened to an interview with two sisters 
seeking political office in Michigan, one a Republican, 
one a Democrat. Their story unveiled that their  
parents taught them to debate each other but come to 
a solution, not simply end with one victor and one  
loser. One sister said whether one of them is the “a left 
wing” or a “right wing” (thinker), their wings are part 
of the same bird. 
 For us Catholics and for our parishes, we need 
to remember that even with all our individuality, we 
truly are One God, One Faith, and One Church.  
 To that end, parishes need to grow. 
 We need to grow by learning new ways and 
opportunities to make our faith—the one given to us 
by Christ—realized as relevant in an ever changing 
modern culture. Obviously God’s love, through Christ, 
is immutable.  Obviously the need to show  
compassion to the hungry, teach the wandering and 
offer hope to the fearful is the same. The Truths that 
Christ first gave to the world more than 2000 years 
ago—that God made man and woman in His Divine 
Image and Likeness, that He loves us and desires us to 
be with Him for all eternity, and that He calls us to 
love others as we love ourselves—remains the same. 
With that secure in our thoughts and actions, our  
parish life will be secure also. How do we then choose 
growth? 
 Growth is made a reality when we are no  
longer content with doing what we always did. When 
we no longer just unlock the doors of the church each 
day, but rather welcome people in.  
 That’s means those from the neighboring  
parish that closed—and accept them and their  
ministries as part-and-parcel of the newly formed  
parish. No longer is it good enough to say, “welcome 
to our parish and we hope you join our rosary club.” 
We need to merge the two, to take the strength from 
both and marry them—we supposed to be good at 
that—and then dove tail them so that the Two  
Become One. We must welcome different cultures, not 
make them sub-sets of the “original parish.”  And 
when it comes to our Catholic brothers and sisters 

who no longer  Continued on page 7. 
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Religious Education News  
 Religious Education registration for 
2018-2019 is ongoing-even beyond the deadline 
of June 23rd with the late fee included. Please 
register your child(ren) as soon as possible, as 
we need to plan class sizes, enlist appropriate 
number of teachers, and secure necessary  
classrooms at HJMS. Thanks for your help! 

 NEW STUDENTS: Parents, please 
complete a blue "New Student Registration 
Form", found in the atrium and the vestibule of 
the church. New student registrations are done 
in person with the DRE, Kathi Bonner, 
Kathidre@aol.com or please call, 860.658.4737 
to make an appointment. 
 Teens are needed for the first two Sundays 
of Religious Education Classes, September 16th 
and September 23rd to help new families and 
children navigate Henry James School. Confirma-
tion hours will be offered. Please contact Kathi  
Bonner, Kathidre@aol.com to sign up!   

 

St. Elizabeth House 

Next service date is August 26th. Food needs to 
be ready to serve (casseroles hot, salad pre-cut) 
and at the church by 3:45 p.m. Please sign up in 
the atrium. Questions, please contact Leila Bruno 

at (860) 392-8585. Thank you! 

Parishioner’s Corporal 

Works of Mercy & Parish 

Ministry News 

Pantry Partners 
 This Saturday August 18th is the 
SCPP distribution from the vestibule at St. 
Catherine. Volunteers please plan to arrive 
by 8:45 a.m. to assist in set up. Donations to 
support this ministry are always welcome. 
Please use the envelopes in the atrium. 

but everyone should do something! 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED!!! 
 SCHOOL SUPPLIES are needed to 
help children of Hartford. Please donate 
the following items for Family Life  
Ministry to distribute to the children: 
backpacks, calculators, notebooks, pens, 
pencils, rulers, 3 ring binders, loose leaf 
paper, markers, crayons, erasers, and 
glue. All items can be placed in the  
boxes in the Atrium or the Vestibule.  

Help children be  
all that they can be!   

 

 

Upcoming Parish Meetings 

 & Events for August 

-Mon, 13th—No Confession. 
-Tues, 14th—Vigil Mass for Feast of the  
  Assumption, Church, 6:30 p.m. 
-Wed, 15th—Holy Day Masses, 
  8:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
-Sat, 18th—Pantry Partners, Vestibule, 9 a.m. 
-Mon, 20th—Mass at McLean Home, 11 a.m. 
-Mon, 20th—New Altar Server Training,  
   Church, 4 p.m. 
-Mon, 20th—No Confession. 
-Mon, 20th—Synod Listening Session,  
  RH, 6 p.m. 
-Tues, 21st—Mom’s at Mass, 8:30 a.m. 
-Tues, 21st—New Altar Server Training,  
   Church, 4 p.m. 
-Tues, 21st—Forward with Faith, RH, 7 p.m. 
-Thurs, 23rd—Pray & Play, Johnathan’s Dream 
  Park, W. Htfd, 10:30 a.m. 
-Sat, 25th—Picnic in the Park, 10 a.m. 
-Sat 25/Sun 26—Women’s Club Membership  
  Drive& Bake Sale, after Masses. 
-Sun 26th—Youth Ministry Leadership Team 
  Meeting, RH, 5 p.m. 
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Ministerial Training Sessions 
 

Altar Servers - August 20th & 21st, 
 4:00 -5:30 p.m.  

 (Both Sessions Required). 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 

mailto:Kathidre@aol.com
mailto:Kathidre@aol.com
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To Bake or Not to Bake? That is the Question. 
 

The “Hands of Christ” once again needs support. 
The bake sale is on, we’re happy to report. 

 

If baking is your cup of tea, please get to it and set yourself free. 
Any sweets or jazzed up nuts will surely help us bring in the bucks. 
(Items may be dropped off in the Kitchen any time after 2 p.m. on Sat.) 

No time to bake? It’s just “not your thing”? 
A monetary donation you may surely bring. 

 

WOMEN’S CLUB MINISTRY ANNUAL  
FUNDRAISERAND 

2018-2019 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

AUGUST 25TH & 26TH
  

REMINDER: Upcoming Synod of the Archdiocese of Hartford 
 Last year the Presbyteral Council, a council of priests who advise the Archbishop, was asked by  
Archbishop Blair for discussion on the need and role of an archdiocesan synod at this time here in the  
Archdiocese of Hartford (AOH), as part of our ongoing Pastoral Planning efforts. In preparation for our AOH 
Synod in 2020, the Archbishop has met with all his priests at their respective Deanery Meetings to hear their  
desires and concerns for the AOH as she continues to meet the spiritual and corporal needs of the Church in the 
modern world. 
 To that end and to continue the consultation process, Archbishop Blair has directed all pastors to hold 
“listening sessions” in every parish during the summer months. This is to hear from the lay faithful and to enlist 
their experiences and their knowledge of the parish in which they practice their faith and the interrelationship 
with the AOH. In fact, the Archbishop asks us to consider three (3) questions during these listening sessions: (1) 
What are we (as an Archdiocese) doing well? (2) What are we (as an Archdiocese) not doing so well? And, (3) 
What are we (as an Archdiocese) not doing that we should be doing?  
 As one might imagine, there are specific requirements to build the process of the synod. The Parish  
Listening Session can either be a Town Hall Style—open to all parishioners or it can be comprised of the  
members of the Parish Council and the Finance Council, and leaders of various committees, programs and  
ministries. I have decided that for our parish it will be a Town Hall form and I will ask members of committees, 
councils and ministries to be in attendance. The more broad-based, the better, I believe. The meeting is to be led 
by the parishTrustees, not the pastor—who may welcome everyone and offer an opening prayer but then is  
required to leave—so that all will be free to speak without hesitation. Two or three parishioners will be asked to 
take notes without attribution (just a listing of issues raised, no names mentioned) which will then be given to 
the AOH Synod committee. These notes will be part of the Synod 2020 planning. In addition, each pastor will 
provide two or three representatives who will meet with the Archbishop in person to discuss the concerns.  Once 
this is completed, then the outline for the AOH 2020 Synod will be prepared. Our parish will have a Parish  
Listening Session on August 20th at 6:30 p.m. in Russell Hall. Please mark your calendars.  
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Forward with Faith 
Campaign for the Hartford Bishops’ Foundation 

Saint Catherine of Siena Parish 
Suggested speaking points for Rev. Michael Whyte 

 
 
Introduction 

 This November will mark the 175th anniversary of the Archdiocese of Hartford.  Where we are today as an Archdiocese, 
with more than half a million Catholics spanning across Hartford, Litchfield and New Haven counties, is the result of what 
has been passed down by generations of Catholics before us who have moved our Church forward through their faith and 
their commitment to our parishes, our schools, and our ministries.  Now is a pivotal moment for our generation to do the 
same by thoughtfully preparing and investing in our future for the sake of our children and our children’s children. 

In partnership with the Archdiocese of Hartford, we are now embarking on Forward with Faith, a landmark campaign, 
and the first ever in our 175-year history, being led by the Hartford Bishops’ Foundation, through which every par-
ish will be asked to participate.  

This effort should not be mistaken for the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal, which is used to maintain the day-to-
day operations of the Archdiocese.  The mission of this campaign is to create funding sources to address 
long-term and extraordinary needs so that our parishes, schools, faith formation programs, and social 
service ministries have the strength and stability to serve future generations of Catholics. 

This campaign is not only, or even principally, about the Archdiocese. 50% of funds collected through each local 
parish campaign will be remain with the parish. This is an incredible opportunity for us to both help our 
Archdiocese prepare for the future while taking care of our own needs right here at Saint Catherine of Si-
ena Parish. 

Saint Catherine of Siena is one of the 11 pilot parishes that will lead the way for this historic effort by conducting our cam-
paign now and over the next few months to address the needs of the Archdiocese as well as those within our parish com-
munity. 

I cannot do this without each one of you, and our parish’s success will depend on all of us coming together in 
this effort. 

 A group of parishioners have formed a committee to assist me with this project.  I am grateful for their leadership and 
dedication on behalf of our parish.  They have already been making great efforts thus far, and I am confident that, with eve-
ryone’s prayers and support, we will be successful in surpassing our goal.  If you hear from one of these volunteers, please 
meet with them, kindly listen to their presentation, and prayerfully consider supporting this vital undertaking, as it will be a 
great benefit to our Church. 

 Over the next few months, all of you will be hearing more about the campaign as we seek to invite everyone to par-
ticipate in this extraordinary effort. 

 I will be happy to meet with anyone or answer any questions you may have over the coming weeks. 

 Please join me in praying for our success throughout the Forward with Faith campaign. Thank you all and may God 
bless you. 
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Women's Club Events 

 - WELCOME BACK Opening Pot Luck supper has 
been scheduled for Thursday, September 13th at 
6:30 in Russell Hall. We look forward to seeing you 
there, welcoming all new and returning members. Look 
for sign-ups shortly in the Atrium. 
 - Festival of Lights, December 1st, National Shrine 
of Our Lady of La Salette, Attleboro, MA, $68.00 
includes bus, dinner, and tip. Tickets on sale after 
Masses on Labor Day Weekend. For more info call 
Ann Hurley 413 446 4401. 

Please join us in congratulating 
Catherine Mary Oleskewicz  

& Seth Griffin Moran  
who were joined in  

Holy Matrimony on August 4, 2018. 

Fr. Michael continued…………... 
practice their faith in community, we need to find 
them and meet them where they are—and draw them 
back again. While we are all on the same journey, 
none of us are traveling at the same speed. Christ was 
the original and most effective “grassroots organizer.” 
He went to where people were, ate and worked with 
them, healed their wounds, changed their ignorance 
into knowledge and welcomed them anew.  Like 
Christ, we need to reach out to the other “imperfect 
disciples” and show them the goodness and love of the 
faith community and their vital role in it. 
 Forward with Faith!  This is more than just a 
campaign slogan—it needs to be a parish and personal 
way of life. It all begins with the leadership of the  
parish—priest and laity alike. We need to be  
committed to passing on our faith to our children and 
to the community around us. As with the original 
 disciples and Apostles, the commitment to eternal life 
lived in the present is required. We must be confident 
and clear in our beliefs and proclaim them to others.  
We do that first and foremost via the integrity of our 
lives—living our faith in the caring, forgiving and 
sharing of God’s blessings which we offer to others. 
 In the practical sense, we must understand 
that people are thirsty and need to drink. Everything 
from our music to the homily, in new forms of  
teaching religious education, diversifying our youth 
ministry program, offering new and additional  
programs for adult faith formation and illustrating the 
applicability of our Catholic faith in the modern 
world; and, even—God forbid—a new ministry or 
two. As the culture changes, maybe the ministries 
should to? What do new families need? How have the 
needs of the elderly changed? What draws people to 
listen to a homily—or not.  
 It is not easy certainly. and it doesn’t  
happen overnight. But to grow means to make oneself 
more applicable to everyday life. For me as a priest, it 
must be remembered that our title is “Pastor” which 
means to be pastoral. While Christ and His teachings 
remain the same, the situation of every person is  
different—and the level of faith which they have  
varies. The role of the priest is not to chase away the 
struggling Christian, but rather to work with the  
imperfect disciple and lead them to a higher place.  
More on ways to achieve this in coming bulletins.  

Young Adult Group at  

St Catherine of Siena 
 As the Archdiocese of Harford (AOH) 

has begun--one year ago--a Pastoral Planning 

approach to reorganizing the AOH and make it 

more attuned vis-à-vis its structure to today’s 

modern world, a major component to that  

pastoral planning is the way she reaches out  

and interacts with younger folks. Today we 

have young people who do not share the same 

understanding of Church that I did as a 20 or 

30 year-old. The world is different, and even 

though Christ’s Truths have not changed, the 

ways in which we communicate His Love has. 

 I would like to begin a new ministry 

here in our parish that welcomes and works 

well with folks in their 20s and 30s. But in  

order to do that, I first need to hear and listen 

to your concerns, your desires and your hopes.  

 If you would like to provide some feed 

back and direction, please call or email me 

(658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net) or stop me 

after Mass. Let’s make Christ and our parish 

even more relevant to the young adults among 

us.     -Father Michael  
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Support your parish bulletin! 
Reach a whole new market?  

Place your business ad in our bulletin 
by calling the parish office, 

860-658-1642. 
This Bulletin is paid 

for by our Advertisers   
And for our part, Please shop local! 


