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A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Second Sunday of Easter                                          April 28, 2019 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Faith Formation  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Youth Ministry Office 
Manuela Hanshaw, 860 658-1642 or 
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 217-0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mr. Scott Muryasz  
860 693 4164 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 408 1254  
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Ann Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
Or by appointment, please call the parish office. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
 265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 
hymn. 

Divine 
Mercy 
Sunday 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net
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 Saturday, April 27th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass 

 for Anthony Brancato,  

 requested by his family; 

 Sunday, April 28th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Fred Cosgrove, 7th anniversary;  

 requested by his family;  

 Sunday, April 28th @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Terrie Bouquillon, requested by  

 John & Janet Fischer;  

 Sunday, April 28th @ 5:00 pm for  
 Joan DiManno, requested by her family; 
 Monday, April 29th@ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 
 Special Intention; 
 Tuesday, April 30th @ 8:30 Mass for  

 Benny Rivera, requested by his family; 

 Tuesday, April 30th @ 9 a.m. Adoration; 

 Wednesday, May 1st @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Special Intention;  

 Wednesday, May 1st @ 9:00 a.m.,  

 Rosary for Peace; 

 Friday, May 3rd @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Catherine Marie Hourican, 

  requested by her family; 

 Friday, May 3rd @ 9:00 a.m.;  

 Chaplet of Divine Mercy; 

 Saturday, May 4th @ 11 am. 

 FIRST HOLY COMMUNION;  

 Saturday, May 4th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Lucia Brancato, requested by her family; 

 Sunday, May 5th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Ray Rooney, birthday remembrance,  

 requested by his family;  

 Sunday, May 5th @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Vivian Stephenson, requested by her family; 

   and, 

 Sunday, May 5th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  

 Marianne Ferris. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Offertory Collection  
Weekly Collection.               $13,526.00 

    Loose Cash/Checks           $  4,623.00 

    Envelopes                          $  8,903.00 

Easter……….……………..$19,496.00 

               ====== 

              $33,022.00 

Cathedraticum*                   -$     541.04 

School Tax*                         -$     541.04 
*Parish taxes paid to the Archdiocese for  

services to the parish. 

 

Easter Flowers…………….$      160.00(additional) 

Repair & Refurbishment….$  1,155.00(additional) 

Faith Formation News  
 

 Faith Formation Registration is coming 
in May! For those who are re-registering  
children, Grades Kindergarten through Grade 10 
(Confirmation II) an email and online  
re-registration will be coming on May 16th. For 
those families who will register a child for the first 
time, K-10, please complete a blue "New Student 
Registration Form" found in the atrium and  
vestibule of the church. Please contact Kathi  
Bonner, Director of Faith Formation to register in 
person at 860.658.4737 or Kathidre@aol.com. 
 CONGRATULATIONS to our newly 
Confirmed young men and women! Archbishop 
Blair conferred the Sacrament of Confirmation to 
our parish's 70 Candidates on Friday, April 26th. 
We welcome these fully initiated young people to 
our Church and look forward to their participation 
and leadership in our parish! 
 First Holy Communion is Saturday,  
May 4th, at 11 a.m. Children should be at the 
church no later than 9:30 am. Mandatory  
rehearsal is Friday, May 3rd, 4 p.m.-6 p.m. Please 
remember to bring your child's completed banner 
to decorate the church. 

Sanctuary Lamp 
Memorial  

This week it burns for  

Ralph Hann, 4th anniversary, 

requested by his wife. 

Congratulations: 
Sally Jeanne Daniels & 

William Edward Deming, II 
who were married here  

at St. Catherine of  Siena on  
April 27, 2019. 

mailto:Kathidre@aol.com
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   FROM FATHER MICHAEL... 

 

 
 
Second Sunday of Easter: 
 Divine Mercy Sunday 
What is Divine Mercy Sunday? 
When and why did the church begin celebrating  
Divine Mercy Sunday?  By Santiago Cortes-Sjoberg 
 
 The world was in the midst of the Great  
Depression in 1931 and the memories of World War I 
were still very much alive in the minds of Europeans 
when in Poland a sister of the Congregation of Sisters 
of Our Lady of Mercy, Faustina Kowalska (1905-
1938), is said to have been personally visited by Jesus. 
 According to her diary, which was listed on 
the Index of Forbidden Books for more than 20 years, 
an image was revealed to her of the risen Lord, from 
whose heart shone two rays, one red (representing 
blood) and the other “pale” (symbolizing water), 
with the words “Jesus, I trust in you” at the bottom. 
Faustina wrote in her diary that Jesus told her, “I 
promise that the soul that will venerate this image 
will not perish.” 
 When she was canonized in 2000 under the 
direction of fellow countryman Pope John Paul II, he 
proclaimed that the Second Sunday of Easter would 
henceforth be known as Divine Mercy Sunday,  
thereby widely promoting the devotional practices 
associated with Faustina’s visions, already popular in 
many communities. 
 St. Faustina, a poorly educated daughter of a humble 
Polish family, kept a 600-page diary of the apparitions she 
claimed continued for years. Her entries focus on God’s mercy, 
the call to accept God’s mercy and to be merciful, the need for 
conversion, and the call to trust in Jesus. It had been Jesus’ own 
wish, she wrote, to establish a feast day: “I [Jesus] desire that the 
Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls. . . . I am  
giving them the last hope of salvation; that is, the Feast of My 
Mercy.” 
 Among the practices associated with the  
devotion are its novena, the Chaplet of the Divine 
Mercy (a series of prayers organized similarly to a  
rosary; [editor’s note] and prayed here at St. Catherine of  
Siena every Friday morning at 9 a.m.), the Hour of Great 
Mercy (a time of prayer traditionally celebrated at 3 
p.m.), and the plenary indulgence granted to those 
who receive the Eucharist and celebrate  
reconciliation on Divine Mercy Sunday. 
  

But the road to the universal recognition and  
institutionalization of the devotion was anything but 
smooth. Since Sister Faustina’s diary, which she 
claimed Jesus himself had asked her to keep, had been 
previously listed on the Index of Forbidden Books, it 
curtailed the exercise of the devotional practices.  
Detractors claimed that her writing contained 
theological errors, while her defenders attribute  
mistakes to a faulty translation from Polish to Italian. 
While the diary is no longer on the Index and her  
canonization has officially put away concerns  
regarding the orthodoxy of her writings, critics  
remain. 
 The celebration of Divine Mercy Sunday is an 
opportunity to reflect on the theme of how God’s  
mercy can overcome sin and, as the Congregation for 
Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments 
states, “a perennial invitation to the Christian world 
to face, with confidence in divine benevolence, the  
difficulties and trials that mankind [sic] will  
experience in the years to come.”                          
 Source: This article appeared in the May 2011 issue of U.S. Catholic 
 (Vol. 76, No. 5, page 46). 

 
 As our world is indeed in great need of God’s 
Divine Mercy, let us consider how we can personally 
focus on God’s Divine Mercy in our own life and then 
become His ambassador of the mercy to others—in 
the way we extend mercy to those around us. Blessed 
Divine Mercy Sunday!  
 

Encounter Christ  
 Father Greg Friedman, OFM, noted that there 
is an old poem written about doubting Thomas (who 
we hear about in today’s gospel) and Judas and one of 
the lines goes something like this: Judas, you had it 
easy—you had to make a choice; I am stuck with my doubts and 
questions. The poem, Fr. Friedman says, humanizes 
Thomas for us and reminds us that we all have doubts 
and questions about faith at times in our lives. The 
real question is how do we deal with these  
questioning moments of faith?  
 We must take a cue from doubting Thomas 
and have an encounter with Jesus Christ—rather than 
just throw our hands up and walk away from faith. At 
the Last Supper, Jesus reminded His apostles that our 
faith life is about an encounter with Him. It is about 
relationships—and we must connect the Resurrection 
with the Eucharistic meal. When we eat and drink of 
Him, just as when we eat and drink with others, we 
encounter a relationship and in the Eucharistic meal 
we encounter God calls to us and are thus nourished.  
    Continued on page 5. 

http://www.uscatholic.org/authors/santiago-cort%C3%A9s-sj%C3%B6berg
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YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
 TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL-
GAME–Did you know that Babe Ruth once  
devoured a dozen hot dogs and eight bottles of soda 
between games of a doubleheader? And, that Babe 
Ruth played for three teams: Boston Red Sox 1914–
1919, New York Yankees 1920–1934, Boston 
Braves1935. Or, that Americans put away 7 billion 
hot dogs during peak season (between Memorial Day 
and Labor Day). And what distinguishes a hot dog 
from a frankfurter or wiener? Well, for answers to 
these trivia questions, and for a hot dog of your own, 
come support our Summer Mission Team 2019. 
They will be selling lawn signs to raise money for 
their week of service away in Warrensburg, NY. 
Free hot dog with every sign. See our pre-order 
form in this week’s bulletin. Signs will be on sale 
after all Masses on May 4th and May 11th weekends. 
Be on the lookout for Red Sox (and Yankees–sshhh–
don’t tell Father) lawn signs and Fenway Franks. 
 

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY 
 This evening, Sunday, April 28th, 6:00 pm, 
Russell Hall-Senior High Youth Ministry gathers 
for our year end closing and Farewell to Seniors. 
Please join us for dinner in honor and celebration of 
our graduating seniors.  
 Sunday, May 19th, 8:30 a.m.-WALK MS 
with Team St. Catherine-University of St. Joseph, 
West Hartford. Register with Mrs. Hanshaw by no 
later than Friday, May 3rd, and please indicate  
t-shirt size when you register. Car pooling is  
available. Please plan on joining us for lunch  
immediately following the walk. 
 Sunday, June 2nd, 7:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.-
Reach for the STARS–Pediatric Cancer  
Survivorship Celebration at University of St.  
Joseph. Volunteers are needed to help make this a 
fun day for over 100 young cancer survivors and 
their families who attend. Volunteers will receive a 
volunteer t-shirt, a meal ticket, and when your shift is 
over, the opportunity to participate in the various fun 
activities. Sign up for any shift beginning as early as 
7:00 a.m. and ending at 4:00 p.m. Please email Mrs. 
Hanshaw if you would like to attend. Families  
welcome. 
 

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY 
 Join us on Monday, April 29th for our last 
meeting of the year for our TREASURE HUNT 
AND POT LUCK DINNER! Please join us for this 
fun evening, and bring a dish to share Bring a friend 
too. PARENT VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED. If 
you are able to help, please contact Mrs. Hanshaw. 
Dress for the weather because we will be outside for 
some of this event, rain or shine. 

SUPPORT OUR  
SUMMER MISSION 

TRIP TEAM 
 
 
PRE-ORDER YOUR BASEBALL LAWN 
SIGNS  
 
NAME_________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS______________________________ 
 

PHONE/HOME _________________________ 
CELL _________________________________ 
 
Select a team and how many signs you would 
like: 
 
 

RED SOX _________________ 
 
YANKEES  _________________ 
 
 

Return this form this week to: 
 

St. Catherine of Siena, 
265 Stratton Brook Rd, 
P.O. Box 184 (if mailing) 

West Simsbury, CT 06092 
 

or email to  
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com. 
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St. Elizabeth House 

St. Elizabeth House-next service 
date is May 19th. Food needs to be ready to 

serve (casseroles hot, salad pre-cut) and at 
the church by 3:45 p.m. Please sign up in the 
atrium. Questions, please contact Leila Bruno 

at (860) 392-8585. Thank you! 

Parishioner’s Corporal 

 Works of Mercy &  

Parish Ministry News 

Pantry Partners 
 Pantry Partners will meet to  
distribute food to our clients on May 18th. 
Congratulations to all of the High School  
students who were confirmed on Friday! A  
special shout out to those of you who came out 
on Saturday mornings to help out with this  
ministry. Wishing you well in your faith  
journey. 

FEED THE HUNGRY  
The next Feed the Hungry visit to prepare and serve 
lunch in Hartford will be Saturday, May 18th,  
leaving St. Catherine at  
9:30 a.m. and returning by  
1:30 p.m. Teens and adult  
volunteers are needed. Sign up 
in the vestibule to reserve your 
spot. The homeless are always 
in need of your generosity!   

“Hands of Christ” Award:  
 Application forms are available on the 
parish website (stcatherine.info). Any and all  
parishioners are welcome to apply to help support 
their personal volunteer passions in service to 
Saint Catherine of Siena parish or the community 
at large. Deadlines must be postmarked no  
later than Friday, May 3rd. We hope to  
announce award recipients no later than June 30th. 

Upcoming Parish Meetings & Events  

April  

-Sun, 28th—Children’s Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m. 
-Sun, 28th—Contemporary Choir Rehearsal, MR, 4 p.m. 
-Sun, 28th—St. Elizabeth House, parking lot, 3:45 p.m. 
-Sun, 28th—Sr. High Youth Ministry, RH, 6 p.m. 
-Mon, 29th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 
-Mon, 29th—Jr. High Youth Ministry, RH, 7 p.m. 
-Tues, 30th—Children’s Choir Rehearsal, MR, 6:30 p.m. 
-Tues, 30th—Adult Choir Rehearsal, MR, 7:30 p.m. 

 
May 

-Fri, 3rd—Rehearsal for First Holy Communion, 4 p.m. 
-Sat, 4th—First Holy Communion, 11 a.m. 
-Sat, 4th/Sun, 5th—Baseball Sign Sale-Youth Ministry-
Sun, 5th—Children’s Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m. 
-Sun, 5th—Contemporary Choir Rehearsal, MR, 4 p.m. 
-Mon, 6th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m.  
-Mon, 6th—Rosary, Church, 7 p.m. 
-Mon, 6th—Men’s Club Exec, Library, 7:00 p.m. 
-Tues, 7th—Adult Choir Rehearsal, MR, 7:30 p.m. 
-Wed, 8th—Men’s Club, RH, 6:30 p.m. 
-Thurs, 9th—Girl Scouts, RH, 7 p.m. 
-Sat, 11th/Sun, 12th—Baseball Sign Sale-Youth Ministry 
-Sat, 11th/Sun, 12th—Baby Bottle Drive 
-Sun, 12th—Coffee  & Donuts, 9 a.m. & 12 noon. 
-Sun, 12th—Children’s Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m. 
-Sun,12th—Contemporary Choir Rehearsal, MR, 4 p.m. 
-Tues, 14th—Adult Choir Rehearsal, MR, 7:30 p.m. 
-Sat, 18th—Pantry Partners, Vestibule, 9 am. 
-Sat, 18th—Feed the Hungry 
-Sun, 19th—St. Elizabeth House, parking lot, 3:45 p.m. 
-Sun,19th—Contemporary Choir Rehearsal, MR, 4 p.m. 
-Mon, 20th—Prayer Shawl, Library, 3 p.m. 

Fr. Michael continued 
Nourishment, whether with friends and family or 
with our loving God gives us strength and enables us 
to seek out what is necessary. When we nourish our 
faith with God’s Divine Grace, when we strengthen 
our minds with His Word; when we encounter the 
gift of like-minded believers in the community of the 
Mystical Body of Christ, then and only then can we 
go out into the world with the faith to believe in His 
Love and to act accordingly; to be His disciples and 
bring His Truth to our families, our work and our 
community. Thomas did not run away from faith 
when he doubted, rather he came closer to Christ—
encountered Him—and came away with a deeper, 
faith-filled belief in Christ.  
 Doubt is not a sin when it is used as a spring 
board into faith, to delve more deeply into faith. It is 
only sinful when we use it as an excuse to wallow in 
misinformation and unbelief and then find ourselves 
walking away from the God who Was, Is and Shall 
Ever Be. 
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ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA’S  
ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF OUTING 

THE HALO OPEN 
 

 

WHEN: Friday May 31, 2019… Noon Shotgun Start 
WHERE: Simsbury Farms Golf Club 
COST: $150 per golfer which includes 18 holes and cart, boxed lunch, buffet 
  dinner back at Russell Hall, catered by KANE’S MARKET.  
  All are welcome. Proceeds go back to community projects and other  
  St. Catherine ministries. 
 
 

Ways you can support this wonderful event: 
 

Please consider playing.  Single, Twosome or Foursome.  If you are a single happy to match you 
with other golfers.  Men and Women prizes. 

 
Can’t play, no problem.  Tee signs are $100.  Honor someone in your family, your business, a 

graduate or in memory of. 
 
Donations.  A major part of this fundraiser is our auction and raffle.  Please contact Ed Bouquillon 

if you have an item that we might raffle or auction.  Ed’s # is 860.992.6579 or by email at 
edbouquillon@comcast.net 

 
Join us for dinner.  Best buffet in town! $50 for adults and $15 for children under 10. 

 

Let us know your interest: 
 

Name: ________________________________________ Phone: ___________________________ 
 

Email address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

More Info, please contact: 
Lou Daniels 860.916.3577, Ed Bouquillon 860.992.6579  
 or Kevin Frazier 860.712.0764. 

 

 

 

 THANK YOU,  

 THE MEN’S CLUB MINISTRY! 

mailto:edbouquillon@comcast.net
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Wedding Banns I 
 

Maria Pereira & 
Christopher Pass  

 

May 17, 2019 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Wedding Banns I 
 

Arielle Wezdenko & 
Mark Wagoner 
May 18, 2019 

RACHEL'S VINEYARD RETREAT WEEKENDS 
FOR HEALING AFTER ABORTION 

 If you are suffering from an abortion, experience 
the healing love of Jesus Christ on a Rachel's Vineyard  
Retreat weekend June 14-16, 2019 in Farmington, CT 
The weekend healing process includes discussions, Living 
Scriptures with meditations, the Sacrament of  

Reconciliation, a Memorial Service and Mass of  
Entrustment. Participation is totally confidential and offers 
a beautiful opportunity to experience God's love,  

forgiveness and compassion. Both women and men have 
participated in past retreats and have ranged in age from 
teens to mid-eighties. The fee for the weekend is $175.00 
for meals, private room and all retreat materials.  
Scholarships are available for financial assistance. For 
more information contact Marie at 203-631-9030, email her 
at mlaffin@prolifeministry.org, or visit our website at 
www.rachelsvineyard.org.  

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE  
LIVING ROSARY, the best example of 
community prayer to petition Mary for our 
public and most private intentions, Sunday, 
May 19th immediately following 11am 
Mass. We will gather at approximately 
noon in the Church proper and seek 61 
prayerful people, "human beads" if you will, 
to encircle the pews and engage in this 
Marian devotional. Father Michael and the 
Women’s Club Ministry invite all  
ministries, families of all ages and new  
parishioners; your participation is welcomed 
and encouraged  Sealed envelopes with your 
private intentions can be presented in a 
glass bowl in the Sanctuary and  
subsequently processed to the Mary Garden 
for burning to “lift” your prayers. No prior 
experience is necessary! Hand-outs will be 

provided.  Please register 
on-line through 
www.stcatherine.info or in 
the Atrium. So bring your 
special private \ 
intentions, or that elephant 

in the room” that only 
prayerful petition can heal. 

We look forward to praying the 
 Joyous Mysteries of the Rosary  

together on May 19th! 

Around Our  
Archdiocese of  

Hartford… 

mailto:mlaffin@prolifeministry.org
http://www.rachelsvineyard.org
http://www.stcatherine.info
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