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A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe   November 24, 2019 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Faith Formation  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Youth Ministry Office 
Manuela Hanshaw, 860 658-1642 or 
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 217-0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mrs. Jennifer Orzell 
860 729-1079 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 810 5069 
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Ann Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
Or by appointment, please call the parish office. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
 265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 
hymn. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net
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 Saturday, November 23rd @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Nancy Tribou, 10th anniversary, 

 requested by her family; 

 Sunday, November 24th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Carmella & Sal Zaffino, requested by  

 their family; 

 Sunday, November 24th @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Charles Cerchia, requested by  

 Julia & Myles McCabe;  

 Sunday, November 24th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Edward Janiszewski,  

 requested by Jack Lyons; 

 Monday, November 25th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 Barbara Cecelia McCabe,  

 requested by her family;  

 Tuesday, November 26th @ 8:30 Mass for  

 William James Siciliano;  

 requested by Jack Lyons 

 Tuesday, November 26th @ 9 a.m., Adoration; 

 Wednesday, November 27th 25th @ 8:30 a.m. 

 Mass for a Special Intention; 

 Wednesday, November 27th @ 9:00 a.m.,  

 Rosary for Life; 

 Thursday, November 28th @ 9 a.m. 

 Pro Populo; 

 Friday, November 29th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Holy Souls in Purgatory; 

 Saturday, November 30th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Donald Zele, 9th anniversary, 

 requested by his family; 

 Sunday, December 1st @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Mary Szymaszek, requested by her family; 

 Sunday, December 1st @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Astra Cerchia, 15th anniversary, 

 requested by her family;  

 Sunday, December 1st @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 George Duane Martensen, birthday  

 remembrance, requested by his family. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

 Faith Formation News  
 The Parent Coffee Cafe is open this 
Sunday, Nov. 17th at HJMS! All parents are  
invited to stay for coffee and treats, community and 
fellowship during Faith Formation Classes! 
 CHILD LURES: CHILD LURES FOR 
GRADES 7 & 8:Think First. Stay Safe program 
will be presented today, Sunday, Nov. 24th in the 
HJMS cafeteria from 9:30 a.m.-10:25 a.m. This 
safety program is mandated by the Archdiocese of 
Hartford for the purpose of keeping children safe in 
our care and throughout their childhood  
development. The materials presented are an age  
appropriate review of what they have previously 
learned with some additional "lures" that they should 
recognize to keep themselves aware and safe in  
given situations. All parents are invited to join their 
child in the cafeteria for this program. 
 FIRST RECONCILIATION is today, 
Sunday, Nov. 24th at 3 pm in the Church. Please 
arrive at 2:45 p.m. so we can begin at 3 p.m. The 
children will sit with their family rather than their 
class.   
 Confirmation I & II meet Sunday, Dec. 
8th which will include some teen speakers who will 
visit each class for a few minutes to talk about the 
Steubenville trip that our parish takes each summer. 
 NO CLASS on Sunday, December 1st due 
to the Thanksgiving Holiday weekend. All Classes, 
K- 10 resume on Sunday, December 8th. 
 St. Mary's School Confirmation Service 
Hours Opportunity. St. Mary’s School is looking 
for Confirmation students to help at their Light Up 
the Knight Christmas Festival & Market on  
Saturday, December 7th, from 6 -9 pm. Volunteers 
are asked to assist with the following: Supervise and 
help run the children’s crafting room, Supervise  
children’s movie, Help with the children's’ photo 
booth, Assist at the bake sale, Help carry prizes and 
purchases to attendees’ cars. 
  If you have any questions or would like to 
help at this event, please email Mrs. Mary Chappano 
at mchappano@comcast.net. 

Offertory Collection 
Weekly Collection.               $9,800.10 

    Loose Cash/Checks           $8,873.10 

    Envelopes                          $  927.00 

Cathedraticum*                   -$  392.00 

School Tax*                         -$   392.00 
*Parish taxes paid to the Archdiocese for  

services to the parish. 

Repair & Refurbishment…..$   298.00 

Flowers……………………..$3,159.00 

Military Collection………….$   297.00(additional) 

This week, our Archdiocese’s second  

collection will support the Catholic 

Campaign for Human Development.  
More than 46 million people in the United States live in 
poverty today. This collection supports programs that 
empower people to identify and address root causes of 
poverty as they work to make a permanent difference in 
their communities. Learn more about the Catholic  

Campaign for Human Development at 

 www.usccb.org/cchd/collection. 

mailto:mchappano@comcast.net
https://mail.aohct.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=NkhkDI6FxG5rrxSgP6EfojYBgVFXRFh6idIkIASv0IcWbbSu3G3XCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001WJp5ohnSlSVrZcCqo-ym2dzFmoh0ycKs4ya-p8_1h0YK_mKW17Sk1KTMfjf-mb6sDK730wEAjtLcJ71RsYG7xvpmx0B78eBwmdSXdnkUnwBkGChKY6w
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   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  
 
Thanks to Our St. Catherine’s Leaf Rakers 
 A word of gratitude and thanks to the many men and women and younger parishioners who turned up to 
help with our 2019 annual leaf rake! It was a great success—with more than 23 lawns cleared of leaves  
complete with some 50 volunteer workers.  
 The calls and notes  received into the Parish Office of gratitude from those who benefitted from your  
charity says it all about this wonderful parish-based, community ministry. Thank you to all who gave up their 
Saturday morning to do the work. I also want to thank Bill, and Maureen Tagliatela and their son, Liam—who  
organized the project, recruited the volunteers, confirmed the work sites and provided the luncheon for the 
workers This is a great parish ministry and just once again highlights the goodness of the people of this parish. 
Thank you!   
 

Commitment Weekend Update 
 Reporting back to you on last weekend’s Forward with Faith Campaign In-pew Commitment  
Weekend, I first want to express my thanks for your support of our efforts—and your financial generosity—to 
make this campaign a success. I am more than confident that both our outreach program and also our end results 
will be successful as we seek to spread Christ’s Word.  
 At all the Masses last weekend I went into detail about the our three-pronged approach to our program: 
1. Reaching out to those in their 20s and 30s who have given up on faith in the Church or who feel the Church 

has given up on them;  
2. Helping our established and practicing Catholic families to deepen and broaden their faith both in knowledge 

and in practice; and,  
3. Helping our senior Catholics, whose faith or spirituality might be challenged in new ways due loss, ill health 

or loneliness.  
 Here is where we stand as of today: The amount raised–in–pew last weekend was $143,452 from 74 parish 
families, an average gift of $1,938.54! That’s amazing!  
 To date, we have raised more than $664,382.44 from 270 parish households out of our parish goal of 
$590,000. And we have one leadership gift of $200,000 to add to that overall figure making our total $864,382.44. 
Now that we are passed our goal, we retain 80% of all monies raised going forth. Prior to the goal of $590,000 we 
kept 50%, with the remaining 50% going into four (4) project funds within The Hartford Bishops’ Foundation 
(Vibrant Parishes, Champion of Service, Innovation and Technology, and Reigniting the Catholic Faith) 
which every parish may apply to for support of local, parish projects for the future of our Archdiocesan Church 
family.  
 And what’s equally amazing about the amount raised is that it came from just 13% of all our parish  
families. While I am hoping for a larger participation level by the end of our campaign, and knowing not everyone 
is able to give and that a sacrificial gift is different for each family—not knowing personal circumstances—it is 
my hope as we close out this fundraising effort that as many St. Catherine of Siena Parishioners will want to give 
something—$50, $100 or whatever—to make our work more successful. If you have not already contributed to 
our efforts, please drop your pledge form off at the parish office or in the  
collection basket at Mass.  
 We are at a crossroads in the Church and we need to do our utmost to bring the faith, hope and love of 
God to as many people as possible. While we do not need to travel to Africa or even Europe, we all are still called 
to evangelize the Truth of Christ and our missionary work happens to be right here, right now in our own  
families and communities.  
 From the bottom of my heart, I want to thank each and every person who made a donation or are  
offering prayers for our success.  Not only does this say a great deal about who you are as disciples, but also  
reaffirms to me that as a parish we are on the right path to lead folks back to faith. Thank you! And to those still 
considering or praying over making a decision and a gift, may God lead you to what is His Will. Blessings to all 
and my sincere thanks to everyone who has offered—and will continue—to offer their prayers for Christ and His 
Church.  
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YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
Contact Manuela Hanshaw, Director of Youth Ministry 

(Email: Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com) 
 

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY 
BOSTON MISSION TRIP APPLICATIONS 
are currently being accepted and are due by  
December 13th. For an application or information, 
please email Mrs. Manuela Hanshaw.    
 SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24th-
THANKSGIVING PIES-APPLE PIE  

MAKING NIGHT! 6-8 p.m. An evening of being 
thankful! What to bring: Bag of apples, an apple 
peeler, a knife and a cutting board. We will provide 
everything else to make as many pies as we can.  
Pizza will be served. PARENT VOLUNTEERS are 
needed to help bake the pies this  
evening. 
 PARENT VOLUNTEERS are also  
needed to help deliver pies to three local shelters on 
Tuesday morning, November 26th between  
9:00 a.m.–12:00 noon. If you are able to help deliver 
pies, perhaps on your way to work, please let me 
know. 
 YOUTH MINISTRY HOSTS  
CHRISTMAS AT SOUTH PARK INN– 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6th, 6-8:30 pm. Teens 
needed to help host a Christmas party for 25  
homeless women and children at South Park Inn, a 
shelter in Hartford. We will be play games, make 
crafts, and decorate cookies. Plan to meet at St.  
Catherine of Siena at 6:00 p.m. and carpool together 
Email Mrs. Hanshaw if you are able to join us. An 
RSVP is required to ensure that we have enough 
drivers. Please RSVP by Sunday, December 1st. 

 

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY 
BREAD OF LIFE! MONDAY, NOVEMBER 

25th, 7-8:30 p.m. An evening of being thankful! 
Join us while we bake homemade breads for our 
local homeless shelters. BRING ONE NON-
PERISHABLE FOOD ITEM to donate to the  
shelter. Pizza will be served! Bring a friend too!  
PARENT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to help bake 
breads in the kitchen.  
 PARENT VOLUNTEERS are needed 
Tuesday morning between 9a.m. and 12:00 p.m. to 
deliver breads to three local shelters: Loaves and 
Fishes in Hartford, Plimpton House, and Open Door 
Shelter. 
 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18th-
COOK AND BAKE FOR PLIMPTON 
HOUSE, Russell Hall, 6:30-8 pm Join us this  
evening to prepare a Christmas meal for the  
homeless! NO cooking or baking skills required. 
Bring a friend and let’s make this a fantastic meal.  

Parishioner’s Corporal 

 Works of Mercy &  

Parish Ministry News 

Pantry Partners 
The last distribution of the year for SCPP is 
December 21st. Thanks to parishioner  
donations, we have been able to keep this 
ministry going for over 8 years. Your  
continued support is greatly appreciated.  
Envelopes for donations can be found in the 
atrium and the vestibule. Thank you! 

St. Elizabeth House 

St. Elizabeth House-next service date is  
Sunday, December 22nd. Food needs to be 
ready to serve (casseroles hot, salad pre-cut) 

and at the church by 3:45 p.m. Please sign up in 
the atrium. Questions, please contact Leila  

Bruno at (860) 392-8585. Thank you! 

FEED THE HUNGRY  
The next Feed the Hungry visit to prepare and serve 
lunch in Hartford will be Saturday, December 21st, 
leaving St. Catherine at 9:30 a.m. and returning by 
1:30 p.m. Teens, families and adult volunteers are 
needed. Sign up in the vestibule to reserve your spot. 
The homeless are always in need of your generosity!   

The shelters in Hartford are in need of 
winter coats, hats, gloves, (low temperature 

rated) sleeping bags and  
thermoses. The donated items 
will be distributed to shelters 
throughout Hartford as well as 
outreach programs that serve the 
homeless. Please leave the  

donated items at the front entrance of the 
Church or contact Lisa/Peter Sheary at 658-2899. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 ALL YOUTH MINISTRY!!! 
 
LOOKING FOR SOME ELVES FOR 
BREAKFAST WITH SANTA–Volunteers 
Needed. Saturday, December 7th–kitchen, 
craft, or general assistance volunteers needed 
from 7:00-11:00 a.m. Please contact Chris Tanski 
directly at Chris.tanski@comcast.net if you can 
help. 

mailto:Chris.tanski@comcast.net
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Upcoming Parish Meetings & Events  

November 
-Sun, 24th—Coffee & Donuts, 9 a.m. & 12 noon. 
-Sun, 24th—Children’s Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m. 
-Sun, 24th—First Reconciliation, Church, 3 p.m. 
-Sun, 24th—Pantry Partners, Kitchen, 3 p.m. 
-Sun, 24th—Children’s Choir, MR, 4:30 p.m. 
-Sun, 24th—Sr. High Youth Ministry, RH, 6 p.m. 
-Mon, 25th—Mass at McLean Home, 11 a.m. 
-Mon, 25th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 
-Mon, 25th—Jr. High Youth Ministry, RH, 7:00 p.m. 
-Tues, 26th—Adoration, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Tues, 26th—Children’s Choir, MR, 6:30 p.m. 
-Tues, 26th—Thanksgiving Centerpieces, RH, 6:30 p.m. 
-Tues, 26th—Adult Choir, MR, 7:30 p.m. 
-Wed, 27th—Rosary for Life, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Fri, 29th—Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Church, 9 a.m. 
 

December 
-Sun, 1st—Children’s Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m 
-Sun, 1st—Advent Wreath Making, RH, 12 noon 
-Sun, 1st—Contemporary Music Group, MR, 4:00 p.m. 
-Mon, 2nd—Rosary, Church, 7 p.m. 
-Mon, 2nd—Prayer Shawl, MR, 3 p.m. 
-Mon, 2nd—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 
-Mon, 2nd—Rosary, Church, 7 p.m. 
-Tues, 3rd—Adoration, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Tues, 3rd—Children’s Choir, MR, 6:30 p.m. 
-Tues, 3rd—RCIA, Library, 7:00 p.m. 
-Tues, 3rd—Adult Choir, MR, 7:30 p.m. 
-Wed, 4th—Rosary for Priests, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Wed, 4th—Bible Study, Library, 9:15 a.m. 
-Wed, 4th—Men’s Club, RH, 6:30 p.m. 
-Thurs, 5th—Growing Catholics Event, RH, 7 p.m. 
-Fri, 6th—Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Sat, 7th—Breakfast with Santa, RH, 8 a.m. 

THANK YOU!  From the Simsbury Knights of  
Columbus who wish to thank all the parishioners 
for their generous contributions for our annual 
drive to help the special Olympics, Favarh and  
several group homes. 

Attn. Lectors! The new Lector  
workbooks are labelled 
and available in the  
Vestibule. Please pick 
them up at your earliest  
convenience. 

PARISH HAPPENINGS 

1. Our Parish Welcome Ministry team 
is looking or new members. If you would like 
to take part in welcoming our newly registered fam-
ilies and bringing our parishioners together, we 
would love to have you join our team. Please con-
tact Team Leader, John McDonald, at 860-651-
4364 or via email at sasmcj1@gmail.com, for de-
tails or with any  
questions. 

2. The Christmas cards have arrived! 
We still need five more people to help with the 
mailing on Tuesday, December 3rd, 9:30 a.m. Cof-
fee & muffins will be provided. Should take 2-3 
hours Please call the office, 860-658-1642/or email 
stcathy@comcast.net. if you can help . Thank you. 

3. Parishioners/Drivers Needed. 
Can you help Youth Ministry? On Sunday, Senior 
High youth ministry will bake about 75 apple pies, 
and on Monday night, Junior High youth ministry 
will make about 25 loaves of bread to deliver to 
three local shelters. DRIVERS ARE NEEDED to 
help deliver the pies and breads between 9:00–
12:00 noon. If you are able to help, please contact 
Manuela Hanshaw, Director of Youth Ministry at 
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com. Thank you in 
advance. 

Growing Catholics 
Upcoming events!!! 

Join us for Holy Happy Hour on 11/21 @ 
7pm in Russell Hall for drinks, light  
refreshment and informal dialogue on the topic 
of what practicing and non-practicing Catholics 
need from one another. 
-Facebook: Growing Catholics- Simsbury 
Young Adults 
-Email: growingcatholicsct@gmail.com. 

Sanctuary Lamp  
Memorial  

This week it burns for  

Speedy recovery for 

Christine & Lincoln. 

mailto:sasmcj1@gmail.com
mailto:Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com
mailto:growingcatholicsct@gmail.com
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Advent Wreath making! It's a parish 

family tradition! Don't miss this year's event 
on Sunday, December 1st at 12:00 pm in  
Russell Hall after the 11:00 am Mass. This is an 
event for all parishioners, young and old! We'll 
supply the materials and you will build your  
original Advent wreath with greens. Please bring 
a dessert to share.  

The Sign-up Sheet is in the  
Atrium. Volunteers are needed 
to help too. Contact Karen or 

Rich Sickinger at 860-408-1295 
or sickfam@comcast.net 

with any questions. 

Santa Claus is  
coming to town! 

 
Please join us in 
Russell Hall for 

Breakfast with Santa, 
Sat. Dec. 7th, 8:00-10:30 a.m.  
Enjoy breakfast, crafts and a visit with 
Santa! This is a free event for the  
parish. This year, there will be two 
seatings available. Register exclusively 
online by November 29th at 
www.stcatherine.info.Questions?  
 

Please contact 
chris.tanski@comcast.net. 

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY is back  
on Wednesday morning!  

This 3 week program will meet on Dec. 4th, 
11th, 18th in Russell Hall from 9:15 am- 10:15 
am. We will be discussing the Advent Sunday 

Scriptures and learn about 
Luke the Evangelist as the 
liturgical new year will feature 
the Gospel of Luke. Coffee 
will be served, Bibles are 
available but feel free to bring 
your own. All are welcome! 

Thanksgiving Centerpieces!  
Join the Women's Club Ministry on Tuesday, 
November 26th, at 6:30 p.m. in Russell Hall 
and create a festive floral arrangement for 
your Thanksgiving table and one to donate to 
area shelters for their Thanksgiving dinners. Bring 
flowers, containers, and cutting tools. Filler, Oasis 
and guidance will be provided. The Women's Club 
Ministry will deliver the donated arrangements to 
the shelters in Hartford.  

The Rosary is prayed on the 1st  
Monday night of each month, 7 p.m., 

Monday mornings (during Advent) and 
on Wednesday mornings, 9 a.m. 
Please join us as you are able. 

All are invited to St. Catherine of 
Siena’s 3rd Annual:  

Lessons & Carols 
Sunday, December 8th, 2 PM in the Church 
 What is Lessons & Carols? It is an  
hour-long service consisting of Readings,  
Christmas Carols, and Choral Music that work 
together to tell the story of the birth of Christ. 
Not only is it a much loved service that is a  
festive way to celebrate the Advent season, but 
it’s one of the few times a year we get to hear 
the Music Ministry in full force: Adult Choir, 
Children’s Choir, and Instrumentalists! This 
event is FREE and open to the public, so feel 
free to invite your neighbors and friends. 

The Welcome Ministry team invites you to 
join us at the 8am and 
11am Masses on Sunday,  
December 15th to  
welcome our newly  
registered parishioners. 
Following the Mass, please 
join us in Russell Hall for a 
reception, where we will 

serve refreshments. This is a great opportunity for us 
all to gather and meet our new parishioners! If you 
have any questions, please contact John McDonald 
@ 860-651-4364. 

mailto:sickfam@comcast.net
http://www.stcatherine.info
mailto:chris.tanski@comcast.net
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Around Our  
Archdiocese of  

Hartford… 

Holy Family Retreat Center, West Hartford, CT. 

860-760-9705. www.holyfamilyretreat.org 

 Advent Retreat for Young Adults, with 

Colin Petramale & Patrick Laorden on Sunday, 

Dec 9th, 1-9 p.m. Join a vibrant group of young 

adults in exploring how to live out your faith amid the 

pressures and expectations of being a young adult. 

Co-sponsored by the Archdiocese of Hartford’s Office 

for Catholic Social Justice Ministry. Includes Mass. 

$40.00 includes dinner. 

 Advent Reflection: There Is a Longing:  

Hearing the Whispers of Advent, with Fr. David 

Cinquegrani, C.P. Wednesday, Dec 11th, 

10 a.m.-2 p.m. or 6-9 p.m. Each of us has a longing 

in our hearts to encounter the presence of God in 

one form or another, to uncover and grasp what 

Ronald Rolheiser calls "the secret worth knowing." 

Advent is not simply a time to get ready for  

Christmas; it’s the time for Christians to prepare their 

hearts and minds for the revelation of the Divine and 

to accept God's indwelling in every moment. Join Fr. 

David in exploring our deep longing for the Savior, 

Emmanuel—among us and within us. Both sessions 

include Mass; day session includes Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. $40, includes meal.   

An Advent Day of Recollection is being  
offered on Saturday, December 7th from 
9:00am to 3:00 pm at Montfort House (top of 
the hill) at the Shrine of Lourdes in  
Litchfield, 83 Montfort Road, Litchfield.  
Reflection on Advent Attitudes: “Adjusting our 
Attitudes in Sync with Advent” will be explored. 
Join Fr. William Considine, SMM, Fr. Donald 
LaSalle, SMM and Fr. James Brady, SMM in  
discussion on the ways the Advent Season invites 
us to new perspectives and new attitudes towards 
ourselves and our world. Mass will be celebrated 
and there will be opportunities to celebrate the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Lunch will be served. 
Donation for the day is $30. Reservations and  
donations can be made by calling 860-567-1041 or 
mail:lourdesshrinect@gmail.com by December 2nd.  

The Divine Mercy Holy 
Hour will be celebrated  
at St. Ann in Avon  
on Sunday, December 
1st from 2:30–3:30 pm.  
 
 
Our Lord Jesus told 
Saint Faustina that  
Divine Mercy was given 
for the present time. 
Please join us for this 
powerful devotion.  

GINGERBREAD FAIR 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Patrick’s Church 
Rte 179, Collinsville, CT 

Saturday, December 7, 10AM-7PM 
Sunday, December 8, 8AM-Noon 

 
Unique Handcrafted Items~ 

Gift Baskets~Teacup Auction~  
Delicious Bake Table ~ 
“The Gingerbread Café” 

 
 

Advent Retreats 

https://holyfamilyretreat.thankyou4caring.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.holyfamilyretreat.org%2f&srcid=27239&srctid=1&erid=3000771&trid=657d65c6-4cdb-4276-84b6-3f765cc92ee6
mailto:lourdesshrinect@gmail.com
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