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A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Fourth Sunday of Advent                              December 22, 2019 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Faith Formation  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Youth Ministry Office 
Manuela Hanshaw, 860 658-1642 or 
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 217-0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mrs. Jennifer Orzell 
860 729-1079 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 810 5069 
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Ann Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
Or by appointment, please call the parish office. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
 265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 
hymn. 

Christmas Eve, December 24th, Masses 
 4:00 p.m.,6:30 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
Christmas Day, December 25th 

10:00 a.m. Mass 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
Vigil Mass, 6 p.m., December 31st. 

Holy Day Mass, January 1st, 10 a.m. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net
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 Saturday, December 21st @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Lucia & Anthony Brancato, requested by  

 their family; 

 Sunday, December 22nd @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Tony Pereira, 2nd anniversary,  

 requested by his family;  

 Sunday, December 22nd @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Joseph G. Burke, 23rd anniversary, & 

 Mary Louise Burke, 95th birthday  

 remembrance, requested by their family;  

 Sunday, December 22nd @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Gloria Singh Llages, requested by 

 the Kostelni Family; 
 Monday, December 23rd @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 Marie DesLauriers,  

 requested by the Ruder Family; 

 Monday, December 23rd @ 9:00 a.m., Rosary; 

 Tuesday, December 24th - No Daily Mass; 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Christmas Eve, December 24th 
4:00 p.m. Mass for Sarah Lizotte, birthday  

remembrance, requested by her family;  

6:30 p.m. Mass for John & Patricia Tully, 

 requested by their family; 

10:00 p.m. Mass Pro Populo; 

 

Christmas Day, December 25th 
Mass @ 10:00 a.m. for Josephine & Peter Pac,  

Gilbert & Jean Hatch, requested by their family;  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Friday, December 27th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Anne & Vincent Milaccio,  

 requested by Carmel & Joe DiMartino; 

 Friday, December 27th @ 9:00 a.m.  

 Chaplet of Divine Mercy;  

 Saturday, December 28th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Adelaide Taricini Femc, & Louise Malliet 

 Ardery, 25th  anniversary requested by 

 their family; 

 Sunday, December 29th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Lillian Rosadini, requested by  

 the Vetro Family;  

 Sunday, December 29th @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 James Hall, Jr., birthday remembrance, 

 requested by their family; and, 

 Sunday, December 29th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Edward Janiszewski, requested by 

 the Neureither Family. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

 Faith Formation News  
 THANK YOU Grade 3 Faith  
Formation Children and Catechists for a 
beautiful and prayerful Christmas Pageant! 
Each child proclaimed the Good News of Jesus' 
birth with joy and song. We especially thank our 
wonderful Catechists for their leadership and  
talent: Mrs. Lisa Spencer, Miss Catalina  
Costache, Miss Ashley Heinrich, Miss Olivia 
Coutinho, Miss Gracie Tracey, Miss Ava 
Coutinho and Miss Molly Pane. Our Music  
Director, Mrs. Susan Zybert and our Faith  
Formation Music Minister, Mrs. Charline Poirier 
provided the traditional Christmas hymns that 
helped tell the greatest story ever told.  
 Mrs. Maggiore's Grade 2 Faith Formation 
spend two weeks making beautiful Caroling  
Angels and writing Christmas cards for the  
residents of McLean Home here in Simsbury. 
These little treasures were brought to the  
residents this week and were greatly appreciated. 
How happy it made our neighbors there to  
receive Christmas greetings from the children 
here.   

 NO classes next Sunday, Dec. 22nd and 
Dec. 29th during the Christmas break. Grades 
K-10 resume on Sunday, January 5, 2020. 
 A blessed and joyful Christmas to all of 
our catechists, children and parents! 

Sanctuary Lamp Memorial  
This week it burns for  

Madeline & William Marky; 

Geri, June & Stanley,  

requested by Corinne Hann.  
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   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  
  

From the Annunciation to Nativity: 
 —What does it mean for me? 
  
 In the Gospel of Luke, the Annunciation (1:26-38), we hear the angel Gabriel sent from God proclaim to 
Mary, “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” In this brief yet powerful proclamation we see the Old Testament and 
the New Testament “hinged” together—the New Testament does not replace the Old but rather it is the  
fulfillment of the Old Testament. We see in this gospel the desire of all people to seek God and the desire of God 
to be with His people, come to be in one, singular person: Mary. 
 Mary—a young Jewish girl, around 14 years old, becomes the Mother of God, “Theotokos” in Greek, or 
God bearer, and accepts this calling to bring into the world God’s gift of salvation. What made her accept such a 
calling? What fears might have been in her mind and heart? What gave her the strength to “Be not afraid” as  
Gabriel asked her? Could any of us handle that calling today? What would our words and thoughts be? How 
skeptical would we be; what kind of delusions might come to us or what would we think was happening to us 
what other “answers” would we seek? 
 Young Mary answered Gabriel with these words: “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me  
according to your word.” Why and how could she have been so rooted in her response? 
 Mary was a young girl of strong faith. Mary was a child born into a home built upon faith which they  
practiced. She knew who God was and what was commanded of her—and how to make faith a lived experience 
of life, making it applicable to her life in her local time and place. That gave Mary—and all of us who followed  
after her—a great “leg-up” as we, like all before us, such  the great divine Creator of the world. 
 Mary is given to us in the Annunciation as the prime example of faith for us to learn from and to follow, in 
other words: when faced with life-altering decisions, what do we base our choice on. Mary turned to her faith, her 
belief in the ultimate love of God and for His desire to have her reach her “ultimate good,” which of course is the 
search for Truth. 
 In the Nativity—the birth of Christ—we have already been given the greatest gift of all: Eternal Life with 
the Divine; to live forever in the presence of God and to share in His glory and joy for all eternity; to live without 
sin or division, without fear and hopelessness, to live in unending peace and happiness. But, and that’s the most 
important word in the world, to know that the search for His Truth requires something of us in this time-and-
place. That “something” is to live our lives out in faith, from the example of Mary, and to know God, to love God 
and to serve God in this world so that we shall live with Him forever in the world to come. That is the gift of 
Christmas and like any gift, to receive it we must open it. 
 Under the Christmas tree or in the stocking might be some amazing gifts this year—from the newest  
electronic game to keys to your favorite car to a fantastic vacation or an overwhelming bill being paid, or a photo 
or family memento that means more than anything you could ever imagine. But—there’s that word again—all of 
those things will break, fade or become outdated at some point and time. The gift of Love, the gift of the Spirit of 
God, the gift of Eternal Salvation will endure; it will shine brighter that the stars and last longer than any  
extended warranty; it will be Eternal and it will be wrapped in and powered by unending joy! 
 So what does the Annunciation and the Nativity mean for “me”? All that was, is and shall ever be! It means 
Eternal Life itself. The next time we have to make a tough decision—whether it is about standing up for a 
principle or defending the right of another; whether it means holding firm to Truth or giving in to  
convenience or a culturally popular belief, whether it means being authentic—what is truthful—or being 
someone’s “best buddy” (a parent or a friend? A teacher or a colleague?), we only have to look to Christ and His 
teachings, His examples. For like Life itself, His Truths are Eternal too. 
 May this Christmas find beneath your tree or in your stocking, the greatest of all the gifts to come—faith 
in the only, One, True Salvation of the world: Jesus Christ…and may we all live as if that is truly active in our lives. 
Merry and Happy Christmas to all!  
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YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
Contact Manuela Hanshaw, Director of Youth Ministry 

(Email: Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com) 

 
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY 

TWO EVENTS: 
 

 SUNDAY, JANUARY 12th-12:00 NOON-
STEUBENVILLE PARENT/TEEN  
INFORMATION MEETING in Russell Hall.  
Calling all high school teens and rising freshmen! 
There will be a brief meeting to find out about the 
Steubenville East Conference, Friday, July 10th-
Sunday, July 12th. 3000 Catholic teens fill an arena 
for excitement, relaxation, and an enlightening  
faith-filled teen weekend away. Experience some 
phenomenal music, great speakers that talk about 
things teens are interested in, and Adoration.  
Registration for the Conference opens January 15th, 
and fills quickly. We will be reserving a limited  
number of spaces. Hold your spot, or come learn 
more about this great opportunity. One parent is  
required to attend. 
 
 SUNDAY, JANUARY 12th-DODGEBALL 
TOURNAMENT AND MAKING SANDWICHES 
FOR THE HOMELESS, 6:30-8:30 p.m. ALUMNI 
INVITED! A friendly competition with St. Mary’s 
youth ministry and other youth ministries from 
churches around town. Wear your youth ministry  
t-shirt. St. Mary’s Catholic Church on  
Hopmeadow Street. ADMISSION: one pound of 
deli luncheon meat or deli cheese to make  
sandwiches for the homeless. If you don’t want to 
play, join us to make sandwiches, some crafts, and to 
cheer your friends on. Pizza served. 
 
 
 

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY 
 MONDAY, JANUARY 13th, 7:00-8:30 
p.m. in Russell Hall-STEPPING INTO THE NEW 
YEAR! What are your new year resolutions for this 
year? Join us for a fun evening and see how you can 
stick to your resolutions. Pizza served. 
 
 

Wishing everyone a safe and  
Merry Christmas! 

 
 

Winter/Spring Calendars for 2020 are available 
 for pick up in the atrium and vestibule. 

Parishioner’s Corporal 

 Works of Mercy &  

Parish Ministry News 

Pantry Partners 
 Thank you to all of the volunteers who  
assisted at the Pantry Partners distribution. 
We support 21 families in Simsbury through 
the thoughtful donations of St Catherine  
parishioners. We are blessed to be able to 
help our neighbors in need. 

FEED THE HUNGRY  
 The 2020 schedule for the Feed the  
Hungry Ministry is now available in the Atrium. 
The next visit to St. Elizabeth House will be on  
Saturday, January 25th. We leave St. Catherine at 
9:30 am and return by 1:30 pm. Please sign up! If 
you have any questions call or text Rich Sickinger at 
860.558.6940. 

CAN YOU HELP OUR FOOD PANTRY? 
It’s time again to ask for assistance from our 
parishioners to help feed our neighbors in 
need through the Simsbury Food Pantry at 
Eno Hall. We need volunteers to take the food 
donations (located in the armoire in the  
vestibule) and transport the donations to the base-
ment at Eno. This task only takes about a half 
hour (sometimes less) and the ability to pick up 
boxes/bags and transport them to the center of 
Simsbury.  
 Our donations are taken to Eno once a 
month on every 4th Tuesday. Our next delivery 
date is January 14th, 2020. Food can be picked up 
Tuesday morning and delivered to Eno no later 
than 3:45 pm. We need two volunteers each date 
to help “lighten the load”. Some months only one 
person is needed. If you are interested in  
volunteering for this important ministry, please 
contact Donna Hammond at 860) 658-0763. 
Thank you for your willingness to help our  
parish help our neighbors.  
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Check out the last page of our  
bulletin for the names of the 

sponsors who pay for our weekly 
bulletin. Please patronize 

 their businesses. 

Upcoming Parish Meetings & Events  

December 
-Sun, 22nd—Children’s Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m. 
-Sun, 22nd—St. Elizabeth House, parking lot, 3:45 p.m. 
-Sun, 22nd—Children’s Choir, MR, 4 p.m. 
-Mon, 23rd—Rosary, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Mon, 23rd—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 

 Last Opportunity before Christmas! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Christmas Eve, December 24th 
No daily Mass, No Adoration 

4:00 p.m. Children’s Mass 
6:30 p.m. Mass 

10:00 p.m. Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day, December 25th 
10:00 a.m. Mass 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
-Sun, 29th—Children’s Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m. 
-Mon, 30th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 
-Tues, 31st—Daily Mass, 8:30 a.m. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
(Holy Day of Obligation) 

Vigil Mass, 6 p.m., December 31st. 
Holy Day Mass, January 1st, 10 a.m. 

PARISH HAPPENINGS 

Growing Catholics  

Upcoming event!!! 
 
 

Next event on Thursday, January 9th.  
More details to follow. 

 
 

 in the Facebook event. Email 
GrowingCatholicsCT@gmail.com  

with questions.  

Offertory Collection 
Weekly Collection.               $10,017.84 

    Loose Cash/Checks           $  1,123.00 

    Envelopes                          $ 8,904.84 

Cathedraticum*                   -$    400.71 

School Tax*                         -$    400.71 
*Parish taxes paid to the Archdiocese for  

services to the parish. 

Retired Religious…… ….$    385.00 (additional) 
Repair & Refurbishment….$     285.00(additional) 

Flowers…………………… $      85.00(additional) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Additional Christmas Flower Donations 

 
-For the Deceased & Living Members of the Hark & 
Finneran Families M/M Peter J. Hark;  
 
-For Bill Shea, the Morse, McCarthy & Shea Families 
from Fay M. Shea; 
 
-For Michael Clark from M/M Thomas T. Tighe 

We have been made aware that  
D.P. Murphy, our envelope company has 
duplicated the most recent order of  
contribution envelopes.  
 

No, this is NOT  
Fr. Whyte’s increased 

giving program!! 
 

Please discard  
the extra set.  

Merry Christmas! 

mailto:GrowingCatholicsCT@gmail.com
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MEN’S CLUB MINISTRY NEWS 
Last minute gift ideas!!!!!! 

 

Annual Golf Outing–Monday, June 1st and for the first time at 
Hop Meadow Country Club. Golf, cart, lunch and dinner $175 per 
person. Christmas pre-sale price $160 per person. Open to all.  
Proceeds go to fund other ministries and our Church picnic. For 
more information call Kevin Frazier at 860-712-0764 or Lou  
Daniels at 860-916-3577. 
 
Annual Men’s Retreat at Holy Family – March 13,14,15. Three
-day price all inclusive $325. Christmas pre-sale $250 per  
person. Open to all. For more information please call Steve  
Cerchia at fscerchia@gmail.com, 860.478.9560 or Tom  
Lonergan, txlone@cox.net, 860-413-9604. 

Thank you very much for your generous  

World Mission Sunday contribution of $3,450.00. 
  
 United with Catholics throughout the world on 
World Mission Sunday, your parishioners, “Baptized 
and Sent,” became “the Church of Christ on Mission in 
the World,” growing ever stronger their love and  
support of the work and witness of the Mission Church, 
bringing God’s love, hop  and peace to all His children 
- especially the poor, those persecuted for the faith, and 

those yet to know the salvation of the Gospel. 
 Year-round connection with the Mission Church is available through MISSIO. At 
www.mission.orge, your parishioners can connect directly with those change-makers on the front lines 
of mission. 
 Once again, I express my gratitude for all you do every year in your parish to promote World 
Mission Sunday and encourage a missionary spirit of prayer and sacrifice among your parishioners. I 
keep you in prayer and also assure you of the constant returned prayers of the recipients of these  
offerings.  
 
Sincerely, 
Gayle M. Brick 
Mission Aid Coordinator, Archdiocese of Hartford. 
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MARCH FOR LIFE 2020 
 
 

SIGN UP NOW 

To pay by PayPal or Credit Card please proceed 

to the Pro-Life Ministry website 

www.prolifeministry.org  
 
 

YOUR SEAT ON THE BUS IS READY for the  

Archdiocesan pilgrimage to Washingon, D.C.  

Thursday, January 23- Friday, January 24, 2020 
 

 

PLEASE JOIN US! 

The Theme of the  

2020 March for Life is  
 
 

Life Empowers:  

Pro-Life is Pro-Woman! 

Around Our  
Archdiocese of  

Hartford… 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QknLIxECdxAl4NAK1wVLUuKR5XWJuv8SNLzofGgjV-4cHTXZ1cfh2qp44l1ADa58Ov0Xw7WoDryxNZDhLdWJryWI1xLqwCX6UYOuWS3UPrMIs3BcAdddVx4SNcex_AAS9KDXBkU4-BvQcv-mtGVvbT6hAzZTuLOnF_Bm7gVPgsQkLQ2k0YxP31KdPMR107dnUapqN_awFBoXgjop18711qTiyWhwhXlCYw6X
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QknLIxECdxAl4NAK1wVLUuKR5XWJuv8SNLzofGgjV-4cHTXZ1cfh2qp44l1ADa58EEuObK_Sxdi6XIx1r7pr9EqQIeEDy_ZP-wTGHbV72dHTqeW3x3mQip7VF1ccf7HVRHy1fiK89WEgKUIMtRGTbw==&c=ItcmZG16ukxj_TOWFyX5OWqdyPSrVeRCPSzgo_OdeGJwBhMxjelnkg==&ch=oVU4zJ91byGnM
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