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 Saturday, February 29th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Ashley Egan, requested by the  

 Calabro Family; 

 Sunday, March 1st @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Keiko Osborne, 5th anniversary, 

 requested by her family;  

 Sunday, March 1st @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Brendan Faulkner, requested by  

 Wolske Family;  

 Sunday, March 1st @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Mary Flynn, requested by  

 Steve & Lisa Cerchia; 

 Monday, March 2nd @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for   

 Richard Fairbrother, requested by 

  the Neureither Family; 

 Monday, March 2nd @ 9:00 a.m. Rosary; 

 Tuesday, March 3rd @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 

 Margaret Taylor, the Neureither Family;  

 Tuesday, March 3rd @ 9:00 a.m. Adoration; 

 Wednesday, March 4th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Special Intention; 

 Wednesday, March 4th @ 9:00 a.m. Rosary; 

 Friday, March 6th @ 8:30 a.m. (monthly Healing Mass) 

 For A Special Intention; 

 Friday, March 6th @ 9:00 a.m.  

 Stations of the Cross;  

 Friday, March 6th @ 7:00 p.m.  

 Mary’s Way of the Cross;  

 Saturday, March 7th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Eileen Adams, birthday remembrance, 

  requested by her family; 

 Sunday, March 8th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Pat Hatch, requested by  

 Barbara & Steve Ruszala;  

 Sunday, March 8th @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Tom Tanski, birthday remembrance, 

 requested by his family; and, 

 Sunday, March 8th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Robert Bastrom, requested by  

 the Egan Family.  

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Sanctuary Lamp Memorial  
 

This week it burns for  

Jim Sparkowski,  

requested by his family. 

Offertory Collection 
Weekly Collection.               $11,388.27 

    Loose Cash/Checks           $10,151.00 

    Envelopes                          $ 1,237.27 

Cathedraticum*                   -$   455.53 

School Tax*                         -$   455.53 
*Parish taxes paid to the Archdiocese for  

services to the parish. 

Repair & Refurbishment.…...$525.00(additional) 

 

End of year tax statements are available. 

If you’d like one please call 860-658-1642. 
or email stcathy@comcast.net. 

Upcoming Parish Meetings & Events  

MARCH 
-Sun, 1st—Children’s Liturgy of the Word, 11 a.m., RH 
-Sun, 1st—CMG, MR, 4:00 p.m. 
-Sun, 1st—Confirmation, all rooms, 6 p.m 
-Mon, 2nd—Rosary, Church, 9:00 a.m. 
-Mon, 2nd—Confession, 6 p.m./Rosary, 7 pm. 
-Mon, 2nd—Jr. High Youth Ministry, RH, 7 p.m. 
-Tues, 3rd—Adoration, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Tues, 3rd—Children’s Choir, MR, 6:30 p.m. 
-Tues, 3rd—Adult Choir, MR, 7:30 p.m. 
-Wed, 4th—Rosary, Church, 9:00 a.m. 
-Wed, 4th—Bible Study, RH, 9:15 a.m. 
-Fri, 6th—Stations of the Cross, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Fri, 6th—Mary’s Way of the Cross (Stations), 7 p.m. 
-Sat, 7th—Bible Study, RH, 9 a.m. 
-Sun, 8th—Children’s Liturgy of the Word, 11 a.m., RH 
-Sun, 8th—CMG, MR, 4:00 p.m. 
-Sun, 8th—Sr. High Youth Ministry, RH, 6:00p.m. 
-Mon, 9th—Rosary, Church, 9:00 a.m. 
-Mon 9th—Mass at McLean Home, 11 a.m. 
-Mon 9th—Prayer Shawl, Library, 3 p.m. 
-Mon 9th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 
-Tues, 10th—Adoration, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Tues, 10th—Children’s Choir, MR, 6:30 p.m. 
-Tues, 10th—RCIA, Library, 7 p.m. 
-Tues, 10th—Adult Choir, MR, 7:30 p.m. 
-Wed, 11th—Rosary, Church, 9:00 a.m. 
-Wed, 11th—Bible Study, RH, 9:15 a.m. 
-Wed, 11th—Men’s Club, RH, 6:30 p.m. 
-Thurs, 12th—Rehearsal Living Stations, 6 p.m. 
-Fri, 13th—Stations of the Cross, Church, 7 p.m. 
-Fri, 13th—Living Stations of the Cross, 7:30 p.m. 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME  

BEGINS ON MARCH 8TH. 
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The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
A special sacrament for the sick & suffering: 

 “The Catechism of the Catholic Church’s section on the Anointing of the Sick defines the purpose of the  
sacrament as “the conferral of a special grace on the Christian experiencing the difficulties inherent in the  
condition of grave illness or old age.” (Catechism, 1527) 
 In his Gospel St. Mark (6:12-13) gives us an indication of this sacrament of the sick when he tells us that 
the apostles, going forth, “preached that men should repent, and they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil 
many sick people, and healed them.” 
 However, the classical description which the Bible gives of the sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is found 
in the Epistle of St. James: Is anyone among you sick? Let him bring in the presbyters [priests] of the Church, and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the sick man, and the Lord will raise him up, 
and if he be in sins, they shall be forgiven him. (James 5:14-15)” 

 
Why this Sacrament?  
Graces of the sacrament: 
 In common with all the sacraments, Anointing of the Sick confers sanctifying grace. This  increased 
 sanctifying grace, since it presupposes that the recipient already is free from mortal sin (from the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation), is intensified in the soul so that supernatural life, that oneness with God, which is the source of 
all spiritual strength is also the measure of our capacity for the happiness of heaven. 
 Besides this increase in sanctifying grace, Anointing of the Sick gives its own special sacramental grace. 
The primary purpose of the special grace of Anointing of the Sick is to comfort and to strengthen the soul of 
the sick person. This is the grace that quiets anxiety and dissipates fear. It is the grace which enables the sick 
person to embrace God’s will and to face the possibility of death without apprehension. It is the grace 
which gives the soul the strength to face and conquer whatever temptations to doubt, despondency, or even 
despair may mark Satan’s last effort to seize this soul for himself. 
 Doubtless some who read this have already received the Anointing of the Sick, perhaps multiple times. If 
so, they know by experience, what peace of mind and confidence in God this sacrament bestows. 
 

Timing:  
When Should One Receive this Sacrament? 
 Certainly it is different for each person. Much depends upon their readiness and ability to accept their  
illness as well as their level of faith. BUT in my priestly opinion, the Sacrament is most comforting to the person 
who is ill—and to their loved ones—when it is given when he or she is alert and able to hear and understand the 
prayers and actions of the Sacrament. To hear the prayerful words of God’s Love, to be reminded of His desire to 
be with us for all Eternity, and to listen to Scripture assuring us of God’s perfect healing for our body, mind and 
soul—His forgiving love—brings peace to the patient and to those gathered in the room as loved ones present 
share in this sacred moment. With families living far distances apart, fewer priests on duty at hospitals or just the 
businesses of everyday parish life which can limit one’s availability, we should all take a new look at the power of 
this Sacrament—and recall that our Catholic Sacraments were created and instituted by Christ, because He 
knows we need them—He created to assist us for they are visible signs of the unseen love of God for each one of 
us. If you have a loved one who is ill or wish to know more about the Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick, please feel free to ask me or call the parish office at 860 658 1642.    
 

Upcoming Parish Pentecost Family Retreat 
 In lieu of a parish Lenten retreat, especially with the timing of all our Forward with Faith events including 
our recent weekend with Dr. John Rosemond, I thought it would be good to plan a parish retreat for families with 

Continued on page 7  

   FROM FATHER MICHAEL... 

http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p2s2c2a5.htm
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YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
 

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY 
SUNDAY, MARCH 8th–6-8 p.m.–WHO  
DUNNIT? What do the US Women’s Soccer Team, 
Taylor Swift, Barack Obama, Pope Francis, and a 16 
year old girl all have in common? Find out tonight! 
Pizza will be served. Invite a friend too.  
 
SENIORS ONLY-SAVE THE DATE: SENIORS 
are invited to dinner at Dish N’ Date on SUNDAY, 
APRIL 5th at 6:00 p.m. An RSVP by Tuesday, 
March 31st, is requested to let us know if you will 
or will not be able to attend so that dinner  
reservations can be made. This will not replace our  
Seniors Tribute Dinner scheduled for Sunday, 
May 3rd at 6:00 p.m.  

 
BOSTON MISSION TRIP 

Just a reminder that we have our one and only  
mandatory meeting for SUNDAY, MARCH 15th 
at 3:30 p.m., followed immediately by the 5:00 
p.m. Mass and blessing by Father Michael. Please 
plan to arrive promptly as there is a lot of material to 
cover before Mass. Our collection of undergar-
ments for the homeless-“IT’S A COVERUP”-will 
be held this weekend and next. We will distribute 
these on our trip. 
 

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY 
MONDAY, MARCH 2 from 7:00-8:30 p.m. in 
Russell Hall-MYSTERY EVENING. An evening of 
“mystery” as we prepare our hearts for Easter. Bring 
a friend too! Pizza served. 

CRY ROOM? “If there's no crying, the 
parish is dying", someone once said. We are 
a vibrant parish with many young families who attend 
Mass with their young children and infants, and we 
are grateful for their presence. Some young parents 
have asked if we have a "crying room" in our church. 
We do! The atrium and vestibule spaces were built 
so parishioners can participate in the Mass in a 
space where their children could make noise or sleep 

in a stroller at the same time. A 
speaker from the church is  
amplified into both of these 
spaces should a parent choose 
bring a child out of the church 
proper yet still participate. Our 
parish seeks to welcome the 
faithful of every age!  

Faith Formation News  
 CONFIRMATION II Class on March 
1st! No morning classes! All classes will meet 
with their Sponsor at the church from 7:15 pm-
8:30 pm for "The Role of the Sponsor"  
presentation and activity with Kevin Dowd. 
 HALL MONITORS are needed on  
Sunday mornings at HJMS. This is an easy gig! 
Just bring your paper or IPad and make sure that 
all the children passing through the halls get help 
if needed. Your help is very much needed! Please  
contact Kathi Bonner at Kathidre@aol to sign up 
for Feb and/or March. Many thanks and  
blessings. 
 CHILDREN MAKING CHANGE  
Lenten Giving Project for our Faith  
Formation students begins on the First Sunday 
of Lent, March 1st! Recalling the Gospel story 
of the "Widow's Mite", the poor widow who gave 
from her need and not her excess, the children 
will bring in change they have collected from  
allowance, milk money, backpacks or under the 
couch cushions, to "change" for the better a sick 
child. Each week, change will be collected in 
each classroom, Grades K-8, and poured into the 
"treasury" at HJMS. Our final collection day is 
April 5th. All the change collected will be used to 
buy games, stuffed animals, and other comfort 
items for the children being treated at  
Connecticut Children's Medical Center. 
  

NEW FIRST COMMUNION MASS 
TIME on May 2nd will take place at 
11:30 a.m. This change from 11 a.m. to  
11:30 a.m. will accommodate those families, 
friends, grandparents and godparents who want  
to attend First Communion Mass at St. Mary at 
9:30 a.m. Questions can be directed to Kathi 
Bonner, Kathidre@aol.com. 
 
 GRADE 3 STATIONS of the Cross will 
be held on Friday, March 20th, 7 p.m. at the 
Church. The children will begin preparing for 
the Stations each Sunday in class with art work 
and reflections. A letter will be sent home next 
week with the details. All 3rd graders are  
expected to participate in this important Lenten 
devotion. 
 Grade 7 Mass is Sunday, March 15th at 
5 p.m. All 7th graders should be at the church no 
later than 4:30 p.m. to rehearse. Please remember 
to bring a non-perishable food item for the food 
pantry as an offering.  

mailto:Kathidre@aol.com
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PANTRY PARTNERS-The March  

distribution date for Saint Catherine Pantry 
is March 21st. Confirmation candidates are 

encouraged to sign up to assist.  
Arrival at St. Catherine is at 8:45 a.m. 

St. Elizabeth House 

St. Elizabeth House-next service date is  
Sunday, March 29th. Food needs to be ready to 
serve (casseroles hot, salad pre-cut) and at the 

church by 3:45 p.m. Please sign up in the atrium. 
Questions, please contact Leila Bruno at  

(860) 392-8585. Thank you! 

FEED THE HUNGRY  
 The 2020 schedule for the Feed the  

Hungry Ministry is now available in the Atrium. 
The next visit to St. Elizabeth House will be on  
Saturday, March 21st. We leave St. Catherine at 
9:30 am and return by 1:30 pm. Please sign up! If 

you have any questions call or text Rich Sickinger at 
860.558.6940. 

Parishioner’s Corporal 
Works of Mercy &  

Parish Ministry News 

Growing Catholics  

Upcoming Event 
Growing Catholics is taking the show on the 

road from our usual Thursday night in  
Russell Hall! 

 Join us Wednesday March 4th at 7:30 p.m. for 
BaRated Trivia at Iron Horse Pub in Simsbury.  

 
We need to create a reservation for this event so 
please RSVP by 3/1 on our Facebook page or by 
emailing GrowingCatholicsCT@gmail.com. 

St Catherine of Siena’s Faith 
Formation presents a Lenten 
Bible Study welcome to all. 
 An overview and insight 
into the Sunday Lenten Mass 

readings, the Gospel of Matthew, along with a 
study on each of the Beatitudes! 
 Classes are: Wednesday mornings with  
Kathi Bonner, 9:15 AM–10:15 AM., began Ash 
Wednesday. Saturday mornings with Lou Daniels, 
9:00 a.m.–10:15 a.m., began February 29th. 
 It’s not too late to register for your class at 
kathidre@aol.com or Ldaniels@cadrplus.com. 
 Attend one or attend them all!  
 
“Praying is when we talk with God. Studying the Bible 
is God talking with us.” St. Isidore (c. 560-636) 

PARISH HAPPENINGS 

WOMEN'S CLUB CORNER 
 
 Friday, March 6th, 7pm "Mary's Way of 
the Cross". All parishioners & guests, please join 
us for the Passion of our Lord through the eyes of 
his Mother.  Followed by a talk and light collation, 
Sister Frances, Little Sisters of the Poor. 
 Saturday a.m., April 4th, Children's 
Easter Egg Hunt & Pancake Breakfast. Stay 
tuned. Registration details to follow. 
 Sunday, April 26th (St Catherine's Day 
observance), noontime: immediately following 
11am Mass, author & inspirational speaker,  
Susan Conroy, talk and reception. ALL  
PARISHIONERS & guests. Stay tuned for more 
information. Visit www.susanconroy.com. 
 Springtime Baby Shower benefit for St 
Gerard's Center for Life, TBD (March-April?) 
Women's Club week night meeting, pro-life  
speaker and gift giving "wish list" to follow to 
benefit young expectant mothers and families in 
crisis. Same Hartford agency as the annual Baby 
Bottle Drive. 
 Women's Club Ministry Annual  
Banquet, Wednesday, June 17th, Seasons at 
Avon Old Farms Inn. Members and guests  
welcome, $40/pp, menu and registration info to 
follow.  

On March 15th, 28th, and 29th 
Madison Knapp, a junior at the 
Ethel Walker School and  
Ambassador Girl Scout, will be 
selling Girl Scout Cookies in the 

atrium. Be sure to stop by, and if you aren’t looking 
to purchase any for yourself, consider purchasing 
some for the troops. Thank you, & God Bless! 

mailto:GrowingCatholicsCT@gmail.com
mailto:Kathidre@saintcathy.com
mailto:Ldaniels@cadrplus.com
http://www.susanconroy.com
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SAVE THE DATE:CONNECTICUT MARCH FOR LIFE! 
 

All teens and their families at St. Catherine 
of Siena are invited to join us at the  

Connecticut March for Life on  
Wednesday, April 15, 2020  
at the State Capitol in Hartford. The  
pre-Rally event begins at 10:00 a.m. at the 
Bushnell, followed by the March for Life at 
11:00 a.m. and the Rally at 12:00 noon.  
Human life is precious and the dignity of 
human life needs to be respected. Please 
join us in this pro-life event. Bus  
transportation will be provided, and we 
will leave St. Catherine of Siena at  

approximately 9:00 a.m.  For more information, or to register to attend, please contact 
Manuela Hanshaw, Director of Youth Ministry. 

 

“IT’S A COVERUP” 
Collection by Youth Ministry 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY will be collecting men’s and women’s undergarments in all sizes, small-XXXL, 
to distribute to the homeless on the Boston Mission Trip in March. Look for our collection box in 
the atrium on the weekends of February 29th and March 1st, and March 7th and 8th. Thank you in 
advance for your generosity. 

Around Our Archdiocese  
of Hartford… 

MEN’S CLUB SAVE THE DATES: 
-March 13th-15th, Annual Retreat at Holy Family. Three-day price all inclusive $325. Christmas pre-sale 

$250 per Person (still in effect). Open to all. For more information please contact Steve Cerchia 
@860.478.9560,fscerchia@gmail.com, or Tom Lonergan, 860-413-9604,  txlone@cox.net. To register,  
holyfamilyretreat.org/themed-retreats  
-Monday, June 1st for the Annual Golf Outing at Hop Meadow Country Club for the first time! Golf, cart, 
lunch and dinner $175 per person. Christmas pre-sale price (still in effect) $160 per person. Open to all.  
Proceeds go to fund other ministries and our Church picnic. For more information call Kevin Frazier at  
860-712-0764 or Lou Daniels at 860-916-3577. 

https://www.holyfamilyretreat.org/themed-retreats
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Fr. Michael continued… 
a dynamic and powerful speaker—a dad himself of four children along with his wife, Cait—Pete Burak. Pete  
Burak is the director of i.d.9:16, the young adult outreach of Renewal Ministries. He is a 2010 graduate of  
Franciscan University of Steubenville, and has a Master’s Degree in Theology from Sacred Heart Major Seminary 
in Detroit, Michigan. Pete is a frequent speaker on discipleship, evangelization, and young adult topics. 
 Working closely with young adults—and with his real life experience in his family—Pete works to  
engage young adults and their families along with teens and others into intentional discipleship. 
 Pentecost—coming fifty days after Easter and ten days after the Ascension of the Lord—is the descent of 
the Holy Spirit upon the apostles, also called the birthday of the Church, provides the perfect timing to have a 
family retreat where we can be educated and inspired to live our Catholic faith out in a more powerful and  
practical way—right in-and-through our families. 
 What more perfect gift to receive—and to give—on the birthday of the Church then to pass along in  
practical ways the lived-experience of the Faith in our families. What greater gift or legacy could a mom or dad 
give to their children then the knowledge that God loves them and created them for a specific purpose—and then 
illustrate to them how to live that faith out in everyday life. Watch and listen for more details in coming bulletins and Mass 
announcements on this important family event here at Saint Catherine of Siena.  
 

Around the Archdiocese continued... 

St. Mary's School is now enrolling in all 
grades for the 2020-2021 school year! 

Schedule your tour today! 
Exciting news! St. Mary's School is pleased to offer 
a Foundation funded Large Family Grant to help 
Catholic families realize a Catholic education for 
their children. Families who would like to  
enroll 4 or more children or currently have 4 or more 
children enrolled are eligible to receive a financial 
grant towards their tuition. **Financial aid is also 
available in addition to the Large Family Grant. 
Please contact Principal Williamson for more  
information-860-658-9412 or  
mwilliamson@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net . 
-Full day PreKindergarten for 4's and young 5's is 
now enrolling for the 2020-2021 school year. Take a 
tour today!! Limited seats available. 
www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080C49A4A72CA5FB6-take. 
-Calling All Alumni!! We would love to reconnect 
and hear what you are up to! Have an email you 
would like to share so we can let you know about 
events and reunions? Contact Toni Chagnon:  
tchagnon@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net. 

Msgr. Matera at St. Mary Church in  Simsbury is 
offering a Lenten Series:  The Letters of Saint 
Paul: Why He Wrote  Them and What They 

Say: This series examines four of Saint Paul’s  

letters (Galatians, 1 Corinthians, Romans, and  
Philippians) and asks: Why did Paul write these  
letters? What do they mean for us today? All sessions 
will be held in the Lower Church of Saint Mary’s 
Church, 942 Hopmeadow St., on the Thursdays of Lent: 
March 5th, 12th, 19th, and 26th, beginning at 7:00 PM. 

Little Sister of the Poor - Enfield, CT. 
is sponsoring the  

5th ANNUAL JAZZ BRUNCH 
 on Sunday, March 8th,  

11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
At the Grassmere Country Club, 130 
Town Farm Rd, Enfield. Tickets are 
$35.00/Adults; $15.00/children. Call 

Christina for reservations,  
860-265-1872.  

 

mailto:mwilliamson@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C49A4A72CA5FB6-take
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C49A4A72CA5FB6-take
mailto:tchagnon@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net
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