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A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Third Sunday of Easter                                       April 26, 2020 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Faith Formation  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Youth Ministry Office 
Manuela Hanshaw, 860 658-1642 or 
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 217-0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mrs. Jennifer Orzell 
860 729-1079 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 810 5069 
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Ann Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
Or by appointment, please call the parish office. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
 265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last designated verses of the  
recessional hymn. 

Watch our Sunday and  

Daily Masses at 

www.stcatherine.info 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net
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All public celebrations of Mass have been 

cancelled thru May 20th. Masses are  

celebrated privately by Fr. Whyte and are 

available on our website , 

www.stcatherine.info. 
 Saturday, April 25th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Anthony Brancato, anniversary,  

 requested by his family; 

 Sunday, April 26th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 John Donahue, requested by  

 Johanna & Janet; 

 Sunday, April 26th @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 James O. Hall, Jr., 15th anniversary,  

  requested by his family;  

 Sunday, April 26th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Alexander Benton, 8th anniversary, 

 requested by his family; 
 Monday, April 27th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Eileen Tollini, requested by  

 the Mortimer Family; 

 Tuesday, April 28th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 

 John Finneran, requested by his family; 

 Wednesday, April 29th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 

 Special Intention; 

 Friday, May 1st @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 John Polio, birthday remembrance, 

  requested by his family; 

 Saturday, May 2nd @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Fred Cosgrove, 8th anniversary, 

 requested by his family; 

 Sunday, May 3rd @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Ann Long,  requested by Kathy Cochener; 

 Sunday, May 3rd @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Mary Lou Lane,  requested by  

 the Kostelni Family; and, 

 Sunday, May 3rd @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Jill’s recovery. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Offertory Collection 
Weekly……………….$7,719.33(Via Mail) 

Easter…………………$   960.00additional) 

Easter Flowers……..…$     10.00 (additional) 

Repair & Refurb…...…$1,126.00 (additional) 

Pantry Partners……....$    455.00additional) 

Sanctuary Lamp 
Memorial  

 

This week it burns for  

Ralph Hann, 5th anniversary, 

requested by his wife. 

Faith Direct! In the near future you will be  
receiving communications for FAITH DIRECT, a  
company engaged by our parish to provide easy,  
convenient and secure electronic weekly and annual  
donations to your parish, St. Catherine of Siena Parish. 
We are offering this optional route to keep your parish 
fiscally strong and growing, especially during this time 
of isolation with no public gatherings but also as a way 
to provide an even flow of resources : 
 Thankfully our parish is growing and vibrant and 

people see who we are as a parish in our ministerial 
programs such as Pantry Partners, support of the 
Knights of Malta and the Lenten Mercy Program’s 
outreach to groups like the Little Sisters of the Poor; 
St Elizabeth’s House and Feed the Hungry, Neigh-
bors in Need supporting our local community, in a 
growing youth ministry, Faith Formation programs 
and activities, through a powerfully spiritual Music 
Ministry, in a new Forward with Faith program, 
through Men’s and Women’s Club activities and 
more—and they are impressed; 

 As people experience this collective action, they 
support it both with funding and with hands-on 
involvement. This new electronic way to donate 
creates a steadier flow of financial support since 
when we personally travel or are not at Mass and 
the collection is taken up, it doesn’t mean that our 
programs, ministries or services are inactive; 

 In today’s culture, many people no longer carry a 
checkbook or write checks. For some, a frantic ac-
tivity before leaving the house for Mass is the great 
search for the checkbook or envelope. Setting up a 
new electronic mode of payment not only creates a 
steady and dependable stream of income for your 
parish but also might eliminate some unnecessary 
anxiety; and; 

 It is my hope that we can all—including myself—
take a look at this convenient and safe way to sup-
port our parish and keep the programs, our activi-
ties, our Catholic corporal and spiritual works of 
mercy—and our growth—strong and successful, 
enabling us all to complete Christ’s mission and 
ministry in our time and place. 

Please be on the lookout for and give consideration 
to Faith Direct notifications. 
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Online Parish Weekend and Daily Masses 

 For the weekend Mass, please pray the Mass each weekend at our Parish website: stcatherine.info. The week-
end Mass is available beginning at 5 p.m. (Vigil time) Saturday and all day Sunday, as you may watch it at your accustomed Mass 
time. 

 The weekday daily Masses are livestreamed at 9 a.m., also by going to stcatherine.info. 

 
Parish Update, Corona-style 
 Navigating during these unusual times as a parish many of our ministries and other Programs continue as 
needs continue—even hunger and other human needs seem to “work from home.”  
 Along with the daily and weekend Masses being live-streamed and taped @ stcatherine.info) on our  
website, the parish also is providing opportunities for Faith Formation outreach and Youth Ministry work—
including proving food locally here and in downtown Hartford at shelters. Here’s what’s going on in your name: 
 Feed the Hungry Ministry has transformed from preparing and serving meals at the local shelter to offering 

what’s called a “grab and go meal” with sandwiches and other items prepared in town and delivered for drop-
off at the shelter where those in need can grab a meal at the shelter; 

 St. Elizabeth House continues with the individual preparation meals with all the trimmings and delivery to 
the shelter. Following strict social distancing regulations, we no longer serve the meal but rather the provi-
sion of meals continues; 

 St. Catherine Pantry Partners has transformed from a meet-and-greet social opportunity along with the indi-
vidualized collection of pre-packed boxed food supplies—a Blessing Box—to a drive through system where 
ministry workers in masks deliver the necessary food supplies pre-boxed directly via a drive-thru line and 
make a deposit to the vehicle’s trunk; 

 Locally, St. Catherine of Siena Parish has linked up with Simsbury Pizza to provide meals, once a week, to 
families in need right here in town with a meal that feeds4-6 family members. Simsbury Pizza prepares the 
limited menu selection for pick up buy the family. Various sources and services in town provide us with the 
names of families in need due to the loss of employment from the Coronavirus pandemic; 

 St. Catherine’s Food Pantry is well-stocked and utilized by local residents in need. Built last year by parish-
ioner and Eagle Scout, Christopher Harvill and well stocked by another parishioner and Eagle Scout Tim Co-
dy, we are blessed to have this source of food staples available for those who are finding this crisis has impact-
ed their food supply. Thanks to the generosity of our parishioners this Food Pantry and many of the other 
above named programs are funded, in part, by the Neighbors in Need fund as well as private donations and 
parishioner support (in the cooking of meals); and,  

 Faith Formation continues to offer spiritual programs and is preparing for the hoped-for return of the Sacra-
ments including making plans now for our First Holy Communion as well as Confirmation (details to follow) 
and taking into consideration to our public worship what will look like: see page 4. 

 Youth Ministry -see page 4. 
 
 I would like to take this opportunity and space to thank those who continue to make our outreach happen, especially in the 
midst of the Coronavirus pandemic, as our ministries becomes even more vital and necessary in providing the work of the church—
whether that work is due to physical hunger from  struggles or loss of a job, or spiritual hunger due to fear or just plain old anxiety: The 
Sickinger family and all involved in the Feed the Hungry ministry, the Lelia Bruno family and everyone with our St. Elizabeth House 
ministry, Karen Willis and her team of our Pantry Partner’s Ministry, Eagle Scouts Tim Cody and Christopher Harvill, Kathi Bonner, 
Manuela Hanshaw and Diane Whitmore—thank you for all your efforts and ingenuity. 

 
           Continued on page 6. 

   FROM FATHER MICHAEL... 
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Faith Formation News  
 FIRST HOLY COMMUNION FAMILY 
DAY videos were sent via email to each family. In 
preparation for our June 13th Mass, please watch 
each video with your child. 
 First Communion Parents: The banner kits 
can be picked up in the conference room at the 
church. Each kit also contains the Prayer Square from 
our Prayer Shawl Ministry which has been blessed by 
Father Michael, as well as a Mass Booklet for your 
child to review the Mass. Any news about First Holy 
Communion will be sent to you as soon as it is  
received. 
 The First Holy Communion Banner is now 
displayed in the atrium of the church and contains 
the names of each First Communicant. As is our 
tradition, parishioners who visit the church to pray 
may take a name home and include this child in your 
prayers. The children continue to prepare for First 
Communion now scheduled for June 13th.   
 FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION 
will occur a little early this year. Watch your email 
and the bulletin for the registration forms that can be 
completed online. NEW REGISTRATIONS require 
the New Student Form (blue form) that are in the 
church atrium and vestibule and cannot be done 
online. For more information, contact Kathi Bonner, 
Director of Faith Formation at 860.658.4737 or 
Kathidre@aol.com. 
 CHRISTMAS PAGEANT Costumes are 
needed! If you can sew and are looking for a home 
project to keep busy, this is for you! We have some 
costumes available at the church to use as a  
template. Patterns can also be ordered if requested. 
Please contact Kathi Bonner, Director of Faith  
Formation for sign up or for more Information, 
860.658.4737, or Kathidre@aol.com. 

HANDS OF CHRIST AWARD  
The Men’s & Women’s Club Ministries are taking 
applications for the 2020 “Hands of Christ” award. 
All parishioners are welcome to apply, and your  
application must be postmarked no later than  
Monday, June 1st. Application are available in the  
e-Bulletin, and on the website at stcatherine.info, 
along with eligibility requirements. Award recipients 
will be notified no later than June 30th. Please feel 
free to contact me if you are in need of a letter of  
recommendation for your application. 
 

SENIOR HIGH 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 3rd at 6:00 p.m.–Please join us 
for this "Surprise" meeting! To join the meeting, 
please go to: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/89076391819pwd=RWRSRVNrTjdhTWNDamF
oUFdFMnY0UT09, Meeting ID: 890 7639 1819, 
Password: 018515. 
 SENIOR SATURDAY-Help us recognize 
our AWESOME SENIORS–CLASS OF 2020! 
Check out our social media as we highlight one of 
our SENIORS each Saturday! Let’s honor these  
seniors and pray for them as they approach  
graduation and the next chapter of their life. Each 
week, we will post a picture of one of our seniors. 
Follow us on: Facebook–St. Catherine of Siena 
Youth Ministry, and Instagram–
stcatherine_youthministry. 
 SUMMER MISSION TRIP–so far so good. 
Youth Ministry will participate in the YouthWorks 
trip to Warrensburg, NY. This trip is scheduled for 
Sunday, July 19th-Friday,-July 24th. Please use 
this sign-up genius link for more information and to 
hold your spot. Space is limited. Use this link:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-summer. 
 

JUNIOR HIGH 
 

MONDAY, MAY 4 at 7:00 p.m. JOIN US FOR A 
PARENT/TEEN CHALLENGE! Junior High teens 
challenge their parents in a variety of fun activities. 
Please join the LIVE ZOOM by going to: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/84028196318pwd=d1BXUU5BUFp1ZC9nU3VlN
EhuTWluUT09, Meeting ID: 840 2819 6318, 
Password: 082786 
 FEED THE HUNGRY needs four  
volunteers/families to assemble sandwiches and 
grab-go bags together on Friday, May 22nd. All  
ingredients will be dropped to your house on Friday 
morning, and picked up Saturday morning, May 
23rd. Confirmation hours available. If you are able to 
help, lease email Mrs. Hanshaw at  
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com. 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
 

LIVE PROJECTYM 
Senior and Junior high students and families are  
invited to join St. Catherine YM and over 3000  
parishes nationwide participate in this exciting live 
youth ministry meeting SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 
8 PM. Go to PROJECTYM.com/WATCH. Join 
us for an evening of faith, fun, games, music, speak-
ers and worship while connecting with your youth  
ministry friends! While we watch, please sign in to 
our live chat at http://
www.chatzy.com/49482190797686. We hope you 
and your families will join us. 

mailto:Kathidre@aol.com
mailto:Kathidre@aol.com
http://stcatherine.info/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-summer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-summer
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Make your appointment now to donate BLOOD for the Red Cross!!!! 
 Amanda Aldrich, an 8th grade student in our Faith Formation & Youth Ministry programs, has an  
extremely rare autoimmune disease, CIDP (chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropathy) which requires 
her to receive an infusion of healthy human antibodies (derived from blood plasma) every 6 weeks. The Red 
Cross continues to hold blood drives and is in need of donations more than ever and are making the process as 
safe as possible for people to donate. Not only will blood donations help with Amanda’s treatment, but the  
plasma from donors also helps to treat COVID 19 patients, which further increases the need for donations. Please 
consider attending a local blood drive, if you feel comfortable doing so in honor of Amanda. 

 

 
American Red Cross Farmington Blood Donation Center,  

209 Farmington Avenue, Farmington, 8:00 AM-1:00 PM 
Sunday, April 26, 2020, 8:00 AM - 01:00 PM 
Monday, April 27, 2020, 8:00 AM - 01:00 PM 
Tuesday, April 28, 2020, 8:00 AM - 01:00 PM 

Wednesday, April 29, 2020, 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM 
Thursday, April 30, 2020, 8:00 AM - 01:00 PM 

 
 

Praise Christian Fellowship Church,  
52 New Hartford Road, Barkhamsted, 1:00 PM - 06:00 PM 

 

Coming to St. Catherine, July 16th. 
 

“Hands of Christ” Award: It’s that time of year again! The Men’s & Women’s 
Club Ministries are pleased to announce that beginning this week, applications are  
available for the 2020 “Hands of Christ” award. Attached to this week’s e-Bulletin, and 
also available on the parish website (stcatherine.info), you will find the 2020 application 
which details eligibility requirements. Any and all parishioners are welcome to apply 
to help support their personal volunteer passions in service to Saint Catherine of Siena  
parish or the community at large. Deadlines must be postmarked no later than Monday, 
June 1st. We hope to announce award recipients no later than June 30th. 
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Fr. Michael continued from page 3. 

 
Becoming His Presence Among Us  

 This weekend we find ourselves celebrating the Third Sunday of Easter and living in the Sixth Week of 
Corona. So hopefully, here’s a little perspective and application on both.  

The Gospel of Luke finds two of Jesus’ disciples walking along the road to Emmaus and discussing the 
events of recent days in Jerusalem. Unbeknownst to them, the Christ is walking with them and listening to 
their conversation. He approaches them but they do not recognize Him. Asking them what they are conversing 
about, they are dumbfounded that this man is ignorant of all that has happened here in these last few days. As 
the disciples neared their destination, they invited Jesus to stay with them. We know the rest of the story. 

But really happened at dinner? Yes, Christ broke the bread and said the blessing—but something else 
happened: they, His disciples, were in His Presence—and from His Presence they learned from Him—or  
allowed themselves to learn from Him because their eyes and ears were open. They were hungry and they were 
willing. 

We too are hungry and hopefully willing—and I don’t just mean checking the refrigerator all day—but 
You and I are in His Presence, the real, True Presence of Christ at each and every Mass, as we break His Bread, 
and He is teaching us, if we come with open and willing eyes and ears, to learn of His Glory among us, His 
Truth.  

As believers we are called to see His Glory in the Eucharist and also in the Sacraments that He gave us 
complete with their God-given graces, as well as in the Mystical Body of Christ, the Church—you and me—as 
we do His Will. 

Sr. Barbara Reid, O.P., a professor of New Testament, tells us that Luke’s Gospel presents the story  
today from two sides: that of the disciples who are confused after having their hopes dashed by the death of  
Jesus, as well as from Jesus’ side. Let’s look at His point of view. 

Jesus teaches the two disciples how to read Sacred Scripture and to reinterpret their beliefs according 
to Scripture granting them wisdom and knowledge; He breaks the Bread so that they can be nourished and 
transformed into believers and come to know with the knowledge of Scripture, the Wisdom of the Sacraments 
and then possess the ability to believe and go forth to Proclaim the Good News. For now the disciples have 
been transformed to spread the Good News and do God’s work. For them, life is changed far beyond their origi-
nal expectations, Sr. Reid would say.  

Being homebound we have more to listen to than just the  TV “news.” We also have tremendous  
access to much Good News both here in our parish and beyond. I would offer that we use this time as well as 
the anxiety of the world to focus in on God’s Truth and to learn from Sacred Scripture a deeper, more  
meaningful way to have new insight into the world around us, and with that transformation we might just be 
able to see beyond who we are today and to what we may become: Christ-like in what we say and do. When I 
reenter the world after the Coronavirus passes what kind of person will I be? Will I hold onto the unity that 
many Americans are expressing in-and-through the prayers offered for frontline medical workers and  
emergency responders? Will I still look out for my elderly or vulnerable neighbor? Will I think less of my  
personal, immediate wants and more toward the needs of everyone? Will I fully embrace the fullness of an  
over-scheduled life or will I focus on the important things of life? 

The Coronavirus might just be an opportunity to realign our priorities of life—and who knows, with 
eyes of faith and willingness—maybe even gain something far beyond our original expectations.   

Faith Formation Recognition! With gratitude and admiration our Grade 2 
class says good-bye to long-time catechist, Mrs. Robin Egan. Robin has served as a  
catechist preparing our parish children for the Sacraments of First Reconciliation and 
First Holy Communion for 12 years. She was the 2019 recipient of the Susan G. Caldwell 
Award which recognizes outstanding leadership in catechesis. Robin remains in our  
parish but will be sorely missed on Sunday mornings at Faith Formation! 
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