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A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Fifth Sunday of Easter                                       May 10, 2020 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Faith Formation  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Youth Ministry Office 
Manuela Hanshaw, 860 658-1642 or 
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 217-0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mrs. Jennifer Orzell 
860 729-1079 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 810 5069 
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Ann Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
Or by appointment, please call the parish office. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
 265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last designated verses of the  
recessional hymn. 

Watch our 

 Sunday & Daily Masses at 

www.stcatherine.info. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net
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 Saturday, May 9th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

  All Mothers; 

 Sunday, May 10th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 All Mothers; 

 Sunday, May 10th @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 All Mothers; and, 

 Sunday, May 10th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 All Mothers. 
 Monday, May 11th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Susan & Hugh Jack Caldwell, 

  requested by the St. Denis Family; 

 Tuesday, May 12th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 

 Walter Keefe, requested by  

 the Neureither family; 

 Wednesday, May 13th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 

 Pat Hatch, requested by  

 Myles & Julia McCabe; 

 Friday, May 15th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 John Able, requested by the Shanley Family; 

 Saturday, May 16th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Lucia Brancato, requested by her family; 

 Sunday, May 17th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 John Donahue, requested by  

 Johanna & Janet; 

 Sunday, May 17th @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Wedding Blessings for Chris & Lili Pass; 

   and, 

 Sunday, May 17th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Shirley Murdock, 14th anniversary,  

 requested by her family. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Offertory Collection 
Weekly………………..$10,274.00(Via Mail) 

Easter…………………$     275.00(additional) 

Repair & Refurb…...…$  1,891.00  

Pantry Partners……....$     715.00(additional) 

Ascension                       $    130.00 

Catholic Comm………..$    125.00 

Bishop Overseas Appeal $     10.00(additional) 

Easter                             $      20.00(additional) 

Easter Flowers               $      10.00(additional) 

For those who would like to mil in their  

donation please send them to: 

 P.O. Box 184, West Simsbury, 06092. 

Thank you. 

Sanctuary Lamp Memorial  
 

This week it burns for  

Jill’s recovery, 

requested by  

her friends. 

 
 

American Red Cross Blood Drive– 
Save the Date 

 

Thursday, July 16, 2020, 1:00-6:00 pm 
St. Catherine of Siena, Russell Hall 

 

The American Red Cross continues to be in need of 
blood donors. Please save this date , or select from 
one of these upcoming dates if you are healthy and 
able to donate  
 

Tuesday, May 12, 2020 
South End Volunteer Fire 

20 Antolini Road 
Route 219 and 202 

New Hartford, CT 06057 
1:30 pm-6:30 pm 

 
Thursday, May 14, 2020 

Church of Saint Peter Claver 
47 Pleasant Street 

West Hartford, CT 06107 

To all the teens, families 
and parishioners who 
made sandwiches for five 
local shelters in Hartford. 
These shelters were so 
grateful to receive these, 
as the need to feed the 
hungry is tremendous 

these days. In total, we collected almost 800  
sandwiches that we distributed. Thank you for 
your generosity, support and time! 
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Online Communion Prayer for Mass 
 When celebrating the online Mass with us, at the beginning the Rite of Communion—when you would 
normally receive the Real Presence of the Lord—you are at home and unable to receive, there is a prayer that 
Catholics are asked to pray at this time so that one may receive the same spiritual blessings as you would at Mass. 

The prayer is as follows: My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen! 

 
Blessed Indeed—by the Bagful! 

Last Sunday, May 3, was a beautiful warm and sunny day, and part of that warmth emulated from an 
amazing amount of St. Catherine of Siena families and individual parishioners who came by the church grounds to 
be Christ’s light to others by “Receiving a Blessing and Becoming a Blessing” for those in need. 

Car-after-car plowed through the parking lot between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. as I offered God’s blessings upon 
them and their families, who then in turn, became blessings themselves as they drove to the church where more 
than 20 volunteers—masked, gloved and properly socially distancing—accepted the generous donations of food 
for our St. Catherine of Siena Food Pantry as well as to also help support the Town of Simsbury’s Food Pantry at 
Eno Hall. It was an amazing success with mountains of food collected.  

Our own food pantry is now stuffed with helpful essentials for anyone in need, and the Town of  
Simsbury’s citizens are also the beneficiaries of stockpiles of food staples born out of the Christian charity of so 
many good people. It was also for me great to see and speak with many parishioners who came to help. As the 
Coronavirus pandemic continues and more and more people face unemployment, social isolation and anxiety 
about the future, the people of this parish came out and did what they could—amazingly going beyond the “ask” 
to help others. 

“It is just another sign of the goodness of the people of this parish—their deep faith at work in everyday 
life. I wouldn’t expect anything less,” said Kathi Bonner, director of Faith Formation and event organizer. Kathi 
along with 20 volunteers collected, divided, organized and distributed the food stuffs to two separate locations—
our own food pantry in the church vestibule and the Town’s food pantry at Eno Hall along Hopmeadow Street.  

I want to personally thank everyone in involved in this past weekend’s event as well as the parishioners 
and all who participated. Thanks for coming out to Receive a Blessing and to Become a Blessing all in the name of 
Charity and Christ. Remember to check out your St. Catherine of Siena Constant Contacts for notifications on all parish activities 
and ways to remain connected to our parish and our faith! Or go to stcatherine.info for updated information and watch the Sunday and 
daily Masses.  

 
Fifth Sunday of Easter: Cooperating with the Holy Spirit 
 In the first reading this Sunday, again from the Acts of the Apostles, we hear of the creation of the  
Diaconate and of the appointment of the first Deacons in the Church. Stephen and his fellow companions, in toto 
numbering seven, are made deacons by the laying on of hands—the invocation of the Holy Spirit used in the  
Ordination rite of the Priesthood and the Diaconate as well as in the Sacrament of Confirmation, when the Holy 
Spirit comes upon and infuses the individual(s) with specific gifts of the Holy Spirit for the carrying out of God’s 
work in His Church through His people. What is interesting in this reading historically as well as regarding our 
individual faith lives is the division in the Church at that time, and our personal divisions today, but (caring for 
widows and orphans within the Church at that time) notice the Church’s recognition of the division and her 
 cooperation with the Holy Spirit to bring righteousness out of division. Not something the Church or we as  
individually always do.    

The 12 Apostles, after being called out by the Hellenists about the failure of the Church in neglecting the 
widows versus their seemingly overly concern with the ministry of the Word and the ministry at serving at table, 
recognized that there are many ministries under the guidance of the same Holy Spirit and that the gifts of the  
Holy Spirit while not given equitably to each but rather given fairly and fully to the needs of individuals for a  

          Continued on page 6. 

   FROM FATHER MICHAEL... 
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Faith Formation News  
 FIRST HOLY COMMUNION FAMILY 
DAY videos were sent via email to each family. In 
preparation for our June 13th Mass, please watch 
each video with your child. 
 First Communion Parents: The banner kits 
can be picked up in the conference room at the 
church. Each kit also contains the Prayer Square from 
our Prayer Shawl Ministry which has been blessed by 
Father Michael, as well as a Mass Booklet for your 
child to review the Mass. Any news about First Holy 
Communion will be sent to you as soon as it is  
received. 
 The First Holy Communion Banner is now 
displayed in the atrium of the church and contains 
the names of each First Communicant. As is our 
tradition, parishioners who visit the church to pray 
may take a name home and include this child in your 
prayers. The children continue to prepare for First 
Communion now scheduled for June 13th.   
 We say goodbye to long-time catechist, 
Kathleen Mangiafico this year. Kathleen has taught 
Faith Formation for 16 years beginning with First 
Reconciliation and First Communion Sacramental 
Prep for our second graders. Ten years ago, Kathleen 
began teaching Confirmation Classes, Grades 9 & 10 
establishing a rapport with the teens and offering an 
authentic and strong catechesis in her unique and 
wonderful way. Kathleen is a powerful example of 
living and walking in our Catholic Faith in the many 
ways she supports our parish and the many programs 
offered to our parishioners. Thankfully, Kathleen  
remains as a volunteer in our outreach to the young 
adults within our parish and the young adults that are 
unaffiliated within our community. We say THANK 
YOU to Kathleen!   

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
 

Wishing a HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY to all the 
wonderful mothers of our youth ministry teens. 

We hope you have a wonderful day! 
 

SENIOR HIGH  
 

MIND, BODY, SPIRIT-How your daily challenges 
are going? Check in with us every Thursdays during 
the month of May and let us know.  
 SENIOR SATURDAY- For our awesome 
CLASS OF 2020 Seniors. Each week, check our  
social media as we highlight one of our AWESOME 
SENIORS each Saturday. Follow us on: Facebook–
St. Catherine of Siena Youth Ministry, and Insta-
gram–stcatherine_youthministry. 
 SUMMER MISSION TRIP-
IMPORTANT-DATE CHANGES FOR THE 
TRIP- NEW TRIP DATES ARE AUGUST  
2nd-7th. For the safety of everyone, we have 
changed the date of our Summer Mission Trip to 
Warrensburg, NY. Please check the sign up genius 
to sign up, or to make changes to your previously 
scheduled information. Use this sign-up genius link 
to register: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040d4badaf2aa6fc1-summer 
 STEUBENVILLE EAST CONFERENCE
-We are disappointed to announce that STEUBEN-
VILLE EAST has been cancelled by Life Teen for 
this year. We hope that you will consider joining us 
next summer for this event! 
 LIVE PROJECTYM-Want to try some-
thing new and different? Tune in every SUNDAY 
evening at 8:00 p.m. at PROJECTYM.com/WATCH 
for an evening of worship, music, games, faith and 
friends. Our live chat is available at http://
www.chatzy.com/49482190797686.  
 

JUNIOR HIGH 
 

MONDAY, MAY 18th at 7:00 p.m.-Please join us 
for our program GETTING READY FOR  
SUMMER FUN! Wear your flip flops and 
“shades" and join us for prizes and more! Join 
using this ZOOM link: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/84028196318? 
pwd=d1BXUU5BUFp1ZC9nU3VlNEhuTWluUT09 
Meeting ID: 840 2819 6318, Password: 082786 
 PLIMPTON HOUSE COOK AND 
BAKE:  On Tuesday, May 26th, we will drop  
ingredients off to your home before 10:30 a.m., and 
will pick them up on Thursday morning, May 28th. 
If you are willing to prepare part of the meal for the 
residents of Plimpton House, please use this link to 
sign up. https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-plimpton1 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4badaf2aa6fc1-summer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4badaf2aa6fc1-summer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-plimpton1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-plimpton1
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BAKERS NEEDED-On  
Monday, May 11th, we will be  
delivering baked goods to the  
residents cared for by the Little  
Sisters of the Poor in Enfield. If 
you are able to bake, please drop 
off items in the kitchen on Sunday, 

May 10th or Monday, May 11th by 10:30 a.m. We are 
looking for any items, cookies, bars, brownies or 
breads, chocolate dipped pretzels or strawberries, pies
–anything you like to make. Please use this link to 
sign up if you are able to help. https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4badaf2aa6fc1-
baked. 

“Blessed are the merciful....for 
they will be shown mercy". There is 

blessing all around us and our parish experienced 
the Blessed among us last Sunday. Our parish  
families received blessings and offered abundance 
blessings to our neighbors in need by their response 
to "Receive a Blessing and Be a Blessing". Our food 
pantry is overflowing and Eno Hall received some 
much needed food for their outreach as well. 
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for  
righteousness"! Being a blessing to others means 
living in a way that makes Jesus present in love and 
mercy and righteousness for others. Thank you for 
being an abundant blessing to our parish and to our 
community. 
 A special thank you to those who volunteered 
to receive the food, separate it, and transport to Eno 
Hall and thank you to Jenn Bryant for sewing unique 
and beautiful cloth masks for our “Be a Blessing”  
volunteers!  
 

Be A BLESSING 
ATRIUM: OUTSIDE ATRIUM: INSIDE 
Noah Melanson  Manuela Hanshaw 
Katie Perlitz   Mary Beth Rosato 
Sarah Perlitz   Bill Egan 
Robin Egan   Joe Ciuca 

 

VESTIBULE: OUTSIDE VESTIBULE: INSIDE 
Josh Perry   Andrea McDonald 
Ashleigh Dumont  Mary Chappano 
John McDonald  Lori Ciuca 
Anna Ciuca   Kelli Hermsen 
 

NOON HELPERS 
VESTIBULE: OUTSIDE VESTIBULE: INSIDE 
Katy Paveglio   Logan Miller 
 

INSIDE ORGANIZATION: Noon- 1 pm 
Sue Hesson, Fran Sethre, Marghan Pendergast 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT  
Costumes are needed!  

If you can sew and are looking for a 
home project to keep busy, this is 
for you! We have some costumes 
available at the church to use as a 

template. Patterns can also be ordered if requested. 
Please contact Kathi Bonner, Director of Faith  
Formation for sign up or for more information, 
860.658.4737, or Kathidre@aol.com. 

PLIMPTON HOUSE COOK AND 
BAKE-Once of month, youth ministry provides a 
full meal to the residents of the Plimpton House. 
This month, we are scheduled for Thursday, May 
28th. If you are able to help prepare part of this 
meal, we will drop off all the ingredients to your 
home on Tuesday, May 26th, and will pick up on 
Thursday morning, May 28th. If you are able to  
prepare part of the meal, please use this link to sign 
up. https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-plimpton1. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4badaf2aa6fc1-baked
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4badaf2aa6fc1-baked
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4badaf2aa6fc1-baked
mailto:Kathidre@aol.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-plimpton1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-plimpton1
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Fr. Michael continued... 
specific ministry to which God calls them to (God’s purpose for them in life). The first reading notes that the 
Church grows in depth and breadth as her members grow too.  

As we consider this reading and its application in our personal faith lives, do we recognize divisions in 
our relationships, do we seek to nullify those divisions and bring about a greater good? Do we beseech the Holy 
Spirit to enlighten us—and so cooperate with the Holy Spirit to bring about a just and equitable resolution—or 
do we dig in deeper into our stance, seek to “double down” as the world would call it today and pick up our flag, 
stake our claim and hold fast-keeping the division alive?  

When we are receptive to the Holy Spirit in our lives, the Spirit’s gifts—all seven of them—come to us on 
an as need basis, and God grants us what we need to be successful for the purpose of His Plan. Welcoming the 
Holy Spirit into our lives enables us through its gifts to have the Wisdom and Courage to recognize Christ as our 
Foundation of Faith, and permits us with Prudence and Fortitude to go forward in faith.  

The second reading from 1 Peter tells us that Christ is the Living Stone of Faith upon which we are make 
a true foundation for our lives. The Holy Spirit, one might say, is a spiritual “mortar” inclusive of its gifts, to bind 
us every closer and more deeply to Christ as the true example of Christian living, that once attached to Him we 
shall never be separated from Him. In the end of today’s second reading we hear the quote that calls us “a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of His own, so that you may announce the praises of Him who 
called you out of darkness and into His wonderful light.” That “royal priesthood” is each of us who are Baptized 
in Christ, the common Priesthood, called to follow Him and His examples of living, so that we accomplish God’s 
plan for our lives and His salvation for all.  

This Sunday’s Gospel of John begins with a well-known and powerful quotation of Jesus: “Do not let your 
hearts be troubled, you have faith in God, have faith also in me.” And it ends with the declaratory statement that if we  
believe in Christ—and follow Him—we will do the works that Christ does and even greater works. How can 
that be?  

We shall do greater works if we Believe in Him, Live in Him and Share Him. John tells us that Christ is 
the example to which we are called to follow in-and-through the words and deeds we choose (or choose not to 
do) and that with the Holy Spirit welcomed into our lives and when we cooperate with the Spirit—so much 
righteousness shall come from us…and we shall do greater works because Christ is now in heaven with the  
Father, and their Power is with us.  
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