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A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Seventh Sunday of Easter                                       May 24, 2020 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Faith Formation  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Youth Ministry Office 
Manuela Hanshaw, 860 658-1642 or 
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 217-0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mrs. Jennifer Orzell 
860 729-1079 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 810 5069 
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Ann Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
Or by appointment, please call the parish office. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
 265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last designated verses of the  
recessional hymn. 

Watch our 

 Sunday & Daily Masses at 

www.stcatherine.info. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net
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 Saturday, May 23rd @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Fred & Grace Hammond, birthday  

 remembrance, requested by their family; 

 Sunday, May 24th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Francis Milka, birthday remembrance, 

 requested by his family;  

 Sunday, May 24th @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Cornelius J. Boylan,  

 requested by the Kostelni Family; 
 Monday, May 25th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Evelyn Tolomeo, 106 birthday blessings, 

 requested by her family; 

 Tuesday, May 26th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 

 Ann Long, requested by Fran Sethre; 

 Wednesday, May 27th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for   

 Robert Propiecus, requested by  

 Nancy O’Connell; 

 Friday, May 29th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Germaine Bridgeman 44th wedding  

 anniversary remembrance,  

 requested by her husband; 

 Saturday, May 30th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Gwen & Jack Berry, requested by  

 their family; 

 Sunday, May 31st @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Alexander Benton, birthday  

 remembrance, requested by his family; and, 

 Sunday, May 31st @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Sharon Garry. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Offertory Collection 
Weekly………………..$4,581.00(Via Mail) 

Repair & Refurb…...…$210.00 (additional) 

Pantry Partners……....$180.00 (additional) 

Ascension………………$198.00 (additional) 

Catholic Communication  $25.00  

Peter’s Pence…………….$20.00 
 

For those who would like to mail in their donation 

please send them to: P.O. Box 184,  

W. Simsbury, 06092.Thank you. Sanctuary Lamp Memorial  
 

This week it burns for  

Cornelius J. Boylan, 

requested by the 

Kostelni Family. 

 
RED CROSS BLOOD DONATIONS – SAVE 
THE DATE – Thursday, July 16, 2020 
 Amanda Aldrich, an 8th grade student in Simsbury, is 
active in youth ministry, and loves her family and friends, 
sports, and just being a teen. Amanda also has an extremely rare 
autoimmune disease, CIDP (chronic inflammatory demyelinat-
ing polyneuropathy). Because her immune system attacks her 
nerves, her legs and arms week and tingling if not treated. In 
order to treat this condition, Amanda receives an infusion of 
healthy human antibodies (derived from blood plasma) every 6 
weeks, which helps to flush/dilute her, so that she does not feel 
the weakness.  
 The Red Cross continues to hold blood drives and is in 
need of donations more than ever and are making the process as 
safe as possible for people to donate. Not only will blood  
donations help with Amanda’s treatment, but the plasma from 
donors also helps to treat COVID 19 patients, which further 
increases the need for donations. Please consider attending a 
local blood drive, if you feel comfortable doing so in honor of 
Amanda. 
 

Tuesday, May 26, 2020 
Covenant Presbyterian Church-The Barn 

124 Old Farms Rd, 1:00 PM-6:00 PM 
 

Monday, June 15, 2020 
Masonic Lodge, 991 Hopmeadow Street,  

9:00 AM-6:30 PM 
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Seventh Sunday of Easter: The Gift—Open Now!   
“Now this is eternal life, that they should know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ. I glorified you 

on earth by accomplishing the work that you gave me to do.” (John 17) 
 This quote from today’s Gospel of John for our Seventh Sunday in Easter “describes” Eternal Life for us. 
Perhaps it’s not our “picture” of heaven—might we have been expecting a cloud-filled, blue-skied, harp-filled  
locale complete with winged, celestial beings and all our family and friends, frozen at the age 29, and with perfect 
bodies—cancer free, no bum hit or leg, no illness and everyone getting along happily for all eternity…and don’t  
forget the banquet table bedecked with unending foods, desserts and buckets of champagne. A Downton  
Abbey-like life on steroids. 

Whatever your personal vision of heavenly life, err—eternal life—is, today’s description of Eternal Life is 
one less of a physical locale—empyrean, or Camelot-like—and more of a “knowing” of who God and His Son, Jesus 
Christ, are—through the Work Christ accomplished and by what He stands for and of His expectations for our 
lives—and our part in accepting His Will made one with our lives. 

Today’s Gospel of John, chapter 17, has been called the “High Priestly Prayer of Jesus.” It speaks of Christ 
as the word of God made flesh and then Christ as the revealed Word of God’s Love made present in our world. 
Christ is the ultimate gift of Love—in His death and Resurrection—a love of the Father for the Son and then the 
Son passes that love on to us. The great news here is that we are part of the ultimate gift giving, this is no “Yankee 
Swap.” But rather, this is the gift everyone desires, whether they know it or not. 

How do we interpret this reading and its meaning for us today, some 2000-plus years after the Last Supper 
when the disciples ate their last meal with their teacher, and fearfully heard Him say that He  would leave them, 
at least for a while? How are we to interpret this ultimate gift giving for today, with all our fears and anxieties? 
 God’s Love is from all eternity and it includes us as part of His original gift: His Love, the Word made 
flesh, that was realized on the day of and the days after Christ’s death and Resurrection—we are part of that  
eternal gift giving (and so shall everyone who has yet to be created in His likeness and image.) That sacrificial love 
was seen raised on the Cross, placed in the tomb, and then raised from the dead—has our individual name tags 
already inscribed on it; we are called to be part of that gift of love and to use that love to extend His gift in new 
times, new places and in new ways—to extend the Kingdom of Heave here on earth. 

A simple question or two to ask ourselves today and every day: Shall I open His gift and wear His Love in my life, 
allowing it to transform and conform me to His Eternal Will? Or shall I ask for a gift receipt and seek some other gift or gifts—another 
form of belief or just unbelief or indifference or something even less life-giving? 
 In the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic I have seen and heard much sadness and fear—from news reports 
being repeated day-after-day as if they were breaking news, creating unnecessary anxiety; to misinformation  
pitting various sides against each other, to the point of clouding the real issue at hand. But I have also—and more 
often than not—seen people doing amazingly unselfish, beautiful acts of charity and kindnesses. Locally, I have 
seen our parish food pantry explode with new sources of support—parishioners shopping for additional items for 
those in need; I have had untold numbers of parishioners call and offer help to shop for or run errands for the  
elderly or the frail, and I have received unsolicited financial resources to assist families, who might have lost their 
jobs.  
 Our Ministries like Pantry Partner, Feed the Hungry, St. Elizabeth’s House, Street Sandwich Ministry, 
Manny’s Meals Curbside have transformed themselves to meet the CDC requirements for safety without being 
asked (it’s called leadership!); our Faith Formation, Youth Ministry and Music Ministry have stepped up to the 
plate and made the parish more virtually visible in this time of need; and, our Facility Manager sees to it that our 
church is cleaned and open for individual prayer—something more necessary than ever—in this time of need. 
Goodness is out there, if we just use our eyes of faith to see it.  
 Fear—is the weapon of choice of the evil one, the devil. Fear makes us worry and doubt, causing us not to 
trust others and spread confusion; Faith in God calls us to Trust and it demands that we Hope and act for the  
future; as we just celebrated the Holy Day of Obligation last Thursday—Ascension Thursday—we looked to 
heaven as the Lord was taken up in glory. The future is made anew and Christ will not abandon us; that Hope and 
Trust are the antidote to fear, anxiety and being overwhelmed—for we now share in that ultimate gift exchange 
           Continued on page 5. 

   FROM FATHER MICHAEL... 
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Faith Formation News  
New Student Registration and Re-registration has 
begun for Faith Formation Classes for 2020-2021. 
Although there remains some uncertainty concerning 
normal classroom activities at the present time,  
arrangements are being made to conduct classes as 
usual at HJMS, while we also explore alternate ways 
to continue Faith Formation and Sacramental Prep. 
Meanwhile, registration will continue so that our  
parish can purchase books and other materials for all 
of the children registered in our program. The late fee 
has been waived this year so there is no penalty to 
register beyond the deadline, however, we encourage 
you to register by June 30th so that we may make  
purchasing and other decisions based on an accurate 
number of children. Our parish continues to adhere to 
the safety recommendations put forth by the CDC, 
State of Connecticut and local officials.   
 This week we say thank you and goodbye 
to our Senior High School catechists who are off to  
college in the fall: These outstanding teens shared 
their faith with commitment, enthusiasm and  
creativity each Sunday morning. They planned  
lessons, attended teacher meetings and lesson  
planning meetings while holding jobs, participating in 
sports, and maintaining their school work. Each of 
them has been a blessing to our children, parents and 
parish! May you take with you God's choicest  
blessings! 
 

Gracie Treacy, Gr. 3 (4 years of service) 
Catalina Costache, Gr. 7, Gr. 3 (2 years of service) 

Adam Obrzut, Gr. 5 (3 years of service) 
Kylie Doran, Gr. 1 (4 years of service) 

Mia Rakowski, Gr. 1 (4 years of service) 
Teddy Mineau, Gr. One (1 year of service).  

 
 

CATECHISTS WANTED! We have openings in 
Kindergarten, Grade 2, Grade 6 and Confirmation I 
(Grade 9). If you have a desire to share your faith, 
please call Kathi Bonner, 860.658.4737 or email 
Kathidre@aol.com. We have an outstanding  
curriculum and supportive Faith Formation network 
of teachers and parishioners. 

HELP WANTED  
watering the flowers this 
summer around the church 
and rectory. We have a  
watering schedule and 

would love to add you to our list. If interested 
please contact Barbara Hopkins at (860) 658-5478 
or barbhopkins@comcast.net for further  
information. Our Parish thanks you. 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
 
VOLUNTEER SANDWICH MAKERS-Are you 
available to help make sandwiches for Monday, June 
1, for several homeless shelters in Hartford? Any kind 
of sandwich on any kind of bread or roll is greatly ap-
preciated. Please help us to continue to feed the hungry. 
If you are able to donate sandwiches, please sign up 
using this link, and thank you for your continued help 
and support. https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-sandwiches 
 

SENIOR HIGH 
SUMMER ACTIVITIES–Summer is almost here, and 
we can’t wait to see you soon! Once we receive guide-
lines from the Archdiocese, we will host our annual 
outdoor summer party. Please continue to look in the 
bulletin or your weekly email for more information. 
 WELCOME CURRENT 8

TH
 GRADERS–

Please join us for our Senior High Youth Ministry  
summer programs. And don’t forget to register for the 
Fall youth ministry as well. Even if you have never  
participated in youth ministry before, all are welcome 
to come check us out for fun and faith. 
 MIND, BODY, SPIRIT-This is the last week 
of our challenge, and hopefully you are feeling  
refreshed by the activities. Once you complete the  
challenge, please send us your results. 
 SUNDAY, MAY 31 at 6 PM. Join us to wrap 
up this Spring season, and for an evening of relaxation. 
We will talk about our summer plans, play some 
games, listen to some music and share a relaxing  
evening together. Use this link to join us: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/81872720840? 
pwd=RlExRlpCT3kzamxPZUxtSzQyQlJ3QT09 
Meeting ID: 818 7272 0840 Password: 888671. 
 

JUNIOR HIGH 
SUMMER ACTIVITIES- Summer is almost here and 
we can’t wait to meet you for some outdoor fun! Once 
we receive guidelines from the Archdiocese, we will 
host our annual ice cream social and mini-golf. More 
information and details will be posted in the Sunday 
bulletin. 
 WELCOME CURRENT 6

TH
 GRADERS–

Please join us for our Junior High Youth Ministry  
summer programs. Look for a postcard in the mail 
shortly for some of our planned events. And don’t  
forget to register for the Fall youth ministry as well. 
Even if you have never participated in youth ministry 
before, all are welcome to come check us out for fun 
and faith. 
 PLIMPTON HOUSE COOK AND BAKE: 
Thank you for signing up to help with our monthly 
Cook and Bake. Prepared meals will be picked up on 
Thursday morning, May 28th between 9:30–10:30 a.m. 
Confirmation hours available. 

mailto:Kathidre@aol.com
mailto:barbhopkins@comcast.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-sandwiches
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-sandwiches
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Fr. Michael continued…. 
between the Father and the Son, our names are already on the gift tags—we just have to accept the gift, open it 
and try it on.  Shall we? Believe it, Live it, Share it!  

Right around the corner is Pentecost Sunday—the “Birthday of the Church” and the giving of the Holy 
Spirit, the Advocate, sent from God, as the gifts of Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge,  
Piety, and Fear (Awe) of the Lord. Look for your name tag and go for the gift— “spend” it wisely. 

 

On Word on Reopening our Church 
 The Archbishop of Hartford created a committee of priests to develop Church guidelines for  

returning to the public worship of Mass and the Sacramental life of the Church. That committee has done its 
work and presented it to the Archbishop’s Presbyteral (Priest) Council for their approval. I believe it now is being 
reviewed by the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council. I hope we hear this coming week on good news! But that’s just 
my hope and my thoughts. I am not part of any of the above mentioned Councils. More to come as soon as we 
hear.  

Our St. Catherine the staff has talked about our own guidelines, precautions and preparations we shall 
utilize to reintroduce the public life of the Church, including all CDC and Connecticut Department of Public 
Health requirements, all Archdiocesan regulations and local government ordinances; our own updated cleaning 
processes and supplies needed (ordered and waiting for deliver), as well as the best liturgical practices for our 
church size and configuration. The health and safety of our bodies, minds and spirits are taken seriously. 

 Peace!  

SURPRISE PARADE 
 for our  

graduating  
high school seniors.  

 
 Thank you to everyone that  
participated in helping to celebrate our 
graduating Seniors! They were so  
surprised by the parade, and by the 
number of parishioners, Police, Fire 
Department and Emergency  
Ambulance personnel that came out 
for them.  
 Please enjoy some pictures in 
this bulletin, and check out the video 
on Facebook at St. Catherine of Siena 
Youth Ministry. 
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“Hands of Christ” Award: 
We’re approaching the deadline to apply 
for this year’s Hands of Christ Award 
given by the Men’s & Women’s Club 
Ministries. Applications are available for the 
2020 “Hands of Christ” award. Attached to this 
week’s e-Bulletin, and also available on the  
parish website (stcatherine.info), you will find 
the 2020 application which details eligibility  
requirements. Any and all parishioners are  
welcome to apply to help support their personal 
volunteer passions in service to Saint Catherine 
of Siena parish or the community at large. 
 

 Deadlines must be 
postmarked no  
later than Monday, 
June 1st. We hope to 
announce award  
recipients no later 
than June 30th. 

SANDWICH MAKERS 
 
 Youth Ministry is looking for help making 
sandwiches for the homeless and  
underserved in Hartford. If you are  
available to help, please use this sign up. 

Sandwiches can be any  
variety on any kind of 
bread or roll, just no  
condiments.  
 
Sandwiches should be 

dropped off to the kitchen on Monday, 
June 1st, before 10:00 a.m. Thank you for 
your ongoing help and support.  
Confirmation hours available. For more 
information, or to sign up, please go to  
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-

sandwiches. 
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