
 1 

A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time            June 21 2020 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Faith Formation  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Youth Ministry Office 
Manuela Hanshaw, 860 658-1642 or 
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 217-0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mrs. Jennifer Orzell 
860 729-1079 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 810 5069 
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Ann Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., & Livestreamed, Monday through 
Wednesday, and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. resumes June 13th 
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. resumes June 15th 
Or by appointment, please call the parish office. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
 265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last designated verses of the  
recessional hymn. 

Watch our 

 Sunday & Daily Masses at 

www.stcatherine.info. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net
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 Saturday, June 20th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Glenn Knierim, requested by  

 the Zummo Family;  

 Sunday, June 21st @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Special Intention for Henrique Neves, 

 requested by Kevin Kearns;  

 Sunday, June 21st @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Nellie Rae Plaisted, requested by  

 the Kostelni Family; 
 Monday, June 22nd @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Mickie Clarke, requested by  

 Kathi  & Ray Bonner; 

 Tuesday, June 23rd @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 

 Kathleen Judd, requested by Anne Killen; 

 Tuesday, June 23rd @ 9:00 a.m. Adoration;  

 Wednesday, June 24th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for   

 Carol Ann Hay, 1st anniversary; 

 Wednesday, June 24th, 9:00 a.m.; Rosary,  

 Friday, June 26th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Tommy Tanski, 9th anniversary,  

 requested by his family; 

 Friday, June 26th @ 9:00 a.m.  

 Chaplet of Divine Mercy;  

 Saturday, June 27th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Anthony Brancato, requested by his family;  

Sunday, June 27th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Sean Coleman, requested by  

 the Kostelni Family; and, 

 Sunday, June 27th @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Ann Long, requested by Isabelle Brienza. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Sanctuary Lamp  
Memorial  

 

This week it burns for  

Nellie Rae Plaisted,  

 

requested by the 

Kostelni Family; 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION: 
 

Thank you for remembering your parish with your financial gifts. 
Especially during these socially-distancing times when we are not 
gathered together, but yet the needs of many require more Church 

attention.  May God Bless You! 

 
Thank you for using both our online Faith Direct services or 

for mailing your envelope to: 
Post Office Box 184, West Simsbury, Conn. 06092 

 
Weekly Envelope:  $3,366.00 
Weekly Loose Cash/Checks:  $       0.00 
Other Generous Giving: 
Repair &Refurbishment: $    542.00 
Ascension:                             $      20.00 
Peter’s Pence                          $      50.00 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE at  
St. Catherine of Siena on  
Thursday, July 16, 2020.  

To make an appointment on-line, please 
use this link: Redcrossblood.org, then 

when you see Schedule Now, use the Code: Amanda
–that will take you directly to the St. Catherine 
 appointment page. 
 Amanda Aldrich, an 8th grade student in  
Simsbury, is active in youth ministry, and loves her 
family and friends, sports, and just being a teen. 
Amanda also has an extremely rare autoimmune  
disease, CIDP (chronic inflammatory demyelinating 
polyneuropathy). Because her immune system attacks 
her nerves, her legs and arms week and tingling if not 
treated. In order to treat this condition, Amanda  
receives an infusion of healthy human antibodies 
(derived from blood plasma) every 6 weeks, which 
helps to flush/dilute her, so that she does not feel the 
weakness. Please consider donating blood. 

http://redcrossblood.org/
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What’s Your Worth? 
 So a good starting point for us to consider might be this: How essential is Christ to me and my life? As Catholic 
Christians we believe that we have been made in the image and likeness of God; that we share in His Divine  
Attributes: that we are comprised of His Mercy, His Compassion, His Love and His Charity. And that is a  
wonderful starting place—and enough for us to be sure that to God, and hopefully to one another, we are 
“essential.”  
 The Gospel today also calls us to believe in that which we have been created in. Christ is the Word of God 
made flesh. Christ is the human form (also divine) of the living God. And by Baptism we are called to live out our 
lives in His Word and Deed—His breath of life and to become His Actions in the world. Notice I capitalized His 
Word “Action.” Why? Because if we have been created in the likeness and image of God, and if we have been  
created to be His Light to the world, then we must BE something…we must be living, breathing, actions of Christ 
and His Light.   
 Examples you ask? Feed the Hungry, St. Elizabeth House, Street Sandwich Ministry, Pantry Partners, 
Manny’s Meals—all providing nourishment both for the body (food) and concern (for the soul) that someone  
actually cares about me. The Advent Giving Tree and the money raised to provide medical care through the 
Knights of Malta Mobile Care Vans or the assistance provided via our Neighbors in Need fund; and, the Lenten 
Mercy Project that brings goods and services to Catholic and non-Catholic organizations doing God’s work: from 
the Little Sisters of the Poor in Enfield to Gifts of Love in Avon, Eucharistic Ministers bringing Holy Communion 
to neighbors, Youth Ministry projects reaching out into the community to care for the elderly or the forgotten; 
Faith Formation’s work to restock the pantries at Eno Hall or at St. Justin’s in Hartford; Lectors, altar servers, 
ushers, Faith Formation, knitters making shawls for the grieving or the ill and prays being prayed for numerous 
needs—and so much more. 
 All of these Actions are signs of the living, breathing God in our midst. This IS  faith—and it is faith lived 
out. This is the essence, the meaning and the essential workers and work that the Lord commands us to be in  
today’s gospel, and He reminds us of the unconditional love of God which comes with accountability when He 
says: Everyone who acknowledges me before others I will acknowledge before my heavenly Father. But whoever denies me before  
others, I will deny before my heavenly Father.” Let us continue to acknowledge the Lord in word and deed as is done so 
well by the people of St. Catherine of Siena Parish.  For we are all essential in God’s eyes. 

 

Our Value as a Parish 
 These last few months certainly have been challenging and difficult times. We all have had our work- and 
home-lives changed, our social lives too have been turned upside-down to say the least. We’ve learned to grocery 
shop differently, to greet and say goodbye in new ways, Zoom or GoToMeetings have become new ways of  
communicating; and what can we say about distance learning and the workload added to being a mom and dad. 
To quote Passionist Father Terry Kristofak, C.P., “Change is inevitable, growth is an option!”   
 Words of wisdom, for sure. Our parish has had to change too in the ways we communicate—from a live 
Mass with a congregation to livestreamed and recorded Masses with no responses. The Parish Office was 
open daily, answering calls, scheduling Masses, blessings and burials, keeping the lines of communication open; 
and our church remained cleaned and sanitized during the entire pandemic so you would feel comfortable about 
stopping in and saying a prayer.  
 Our Youth Ministry (YM) went to socially distancing and virtual meetings and activities, to small group, 
socially distanced or outdoor events. Cleverly, YM expanded its interaction with their groups and other  
parishioners with new programs, added ministries to feed the hungry and serve people in need. Manny’s Meals, 
Street Sandwich Ministry and Plimpton House were all added to our parish’s activity list. 

Faith Formation also transformed itself in promoting the faith—online programs, new forms of spiritual 
prayer, reaching out to First Holy Communion families through YouTube videos, Zoom Confirmation Interviews, 
and four separate First Holy Communion Masses combined into one video remembrance, and an expansion of the 
St. Catherine Food Pantry with a “Be a Blessing, Give a Blessing” food drive.  

 Music Ministry has also been impacted by Covid-19: no congregational signing is particularly  
            Continued on page 6. 

   FROM FATHER MICHAEL... 
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Faith Formation News  

Congratulations to our First Communicants!  
Four beautiful First Communion Masses took place 
last weekend as our parish families celebrated their 
child's First Holy Communion in a safe, sanitary and 
socially distanced Mass. To see each child introduce 
themselves, go to our Parish Website Homepage and 
click on the video on the right hand side. Your  
prayers for our youngsters and their families are so 
meaningful during these unprecedented time. 

 
CATECHISTS WANTED! We have 
openings in Kindergarten, Grade 2 
and Grade 6. If you have a desire to 
share your faith, please call Kathi 
Bonner, 860.658.4737 or email 
Kathidre@aol.com. We have an  
outstanding curriculum and  

supportive Faith Formation network of teachers and 
parishioners. 

New Student  
Registration and  

Re-registration has  
begun for Faith  

Formation Classes for 
2020-2021.  

Although there remains some uncertainty concerning 
normal classroom activities at the present time,  
arrangements are being made to conduct classes as 
usual at HJMS, while we also explore alternate ways 
to continue Faith Formation and Sacramental Prep. 
Meanwhile, registration will continue so that our  
parish can purchase books and other materials for all 
of the children registered in our program. The late fee 
has been waived this year so there is no penalty to 
register beyond the deadline, however, we encourage 
you to register by June 30th so that we may make  
purchasing and other decisions based on an accurate 
number of children. Our parish continues to adhere to 
the safety recommendations put forth by the CDC, 
State of Connecticut and local officials.   

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED-We are looking 
for help with sandwiches for the homeless and 
underserved in Hartford for Monday, June 
22nd. If you are able to donate sandwiches, please 
use this link for more information or to sign up: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-sandwiches1 
Thank you for your continued help and support. 
 
 

SENIOR HIGH 
 SATURDAY, JUNE 20th, 8:30 a.m.–12 
p.m.–VOLUNTEERS NEEDED–Meet at St.  
Catherine of Siena and we will head to the Little 
Sisters of the Poor for some gardening. Bring one 
bag of bird seed, a mask, rake and garden gloves. 
We will work on their gardens, and then enjoy 
lunch together. Lunch will be served outside by 
the Little Sisters. Return to St. Catherine of Siena 
around 1:00 p.m. Confirmation hours available. 
 SAVE THE DATE: SUMMER PARTY 
–FRIDAY, JULY 17th. More information to 
come shortly. 
 WELCOME RISING FRESHMEN–
Please join us for our Senior High Youth Ministry 
summer programs. Even if you have never  
participated in youth ministry before, all are  
welcome to come check us out for fun and faith.  
 
 

JUNIOR HIGH 
PLIMPTON HOUSE–COOK AND BAKE–
Volunteers needed to help prepare a meal or  
dessert for the Plimpton House. Ingredients and 
recipe will be dropped to your home on Tuesday, 
June 23rd before 10:30 a.m. and picked up on 
Thursday, June 25th at 10:30 a.m. CONFIRMA-
TION HOURS available. To sign up, please use 
this link: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-plimpton2 
 MINI-GOLF & ICE CREAM–7th and 
8th graders–join us for mini-golf and ice cream. 
The Matterhorn in Canton is open! Date TBA 
shortly. 
 WELCOME RISING 7th GRADERS–
Please join us for our Junior High Youth Ministry 
summer programs and this fall. All are welcome 
to come check us out for fun, games and faith. 
Bring a friend too! Confirmation hours for service 
projects (car wash, cooking and baking for  
shelters, stuffing Christmas stockings, and more!) 

mailto:Kathidre@aol.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-sandwiches1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-sandwiches1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-plimpton2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-plimpton2
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Youth Ministry is in need 
of  

VOLUNTEERS  
to make sandwiches for the 
homeless and underserved in 
Hartford. If you are available 
to help, please use this sign 
up. Sandwiches can be any 
variety on any kind of bread 

or roll, just no condiments.  
 Sandwiches should be dropped off to the  
kitchen on Monday, June 22nd, before 10:00 
a.m. Thank you for your ongoing help and  
support. Confirmation hours available. Please 
use this link to sign up or for more information: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-sandwiches1. 

LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR  
The Little Sisters of the Poor in Enfield have asked for 
assistance and are seeking a few items: 

Bags of birdseed–any type, any 
size; 
Angel garden decorations for their 
angel garden; 
Concrete bird baths – used is fine ;
– arrangements can be made for 
pick up; 
If you are able to help with any of 

these items, please drop off outside the youth ministry 
office or call Manuela Hanshaw at 860-604-2335 

Please join us to say a Rosary for 
Peace under the trees near the 
Mary statue (weather permitting) 
on Wednesdays at 9 am (after 

Mass). Bring a chair or a blanket to sit on. If you 
can't join in person, please join your Rosary to 
ours! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-sandwiches1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-sandwiches1
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Fr. Michael continued… 
hard, video songs celebrating the Virgin Mary during May, and now more research into new ways to celebrate the 
Mass with instrumentals, while the heart wants to sing will all be new for us. With all these changes there remained an 
unchanging certainty: God is present among us. To illustrate that our parish never closed—all employees continued 
to work and found new ways to keep Christ present in our words, works and thoughts. As noted above, our  
parish activity actually increased—to serve those in need—and “we kept the light on” for all in these uncertain 
times. This, I believe, was important to show that God is present always and everywhere. His Love did not “work 
from home” but remained here and everywhere for all of us—parishioners and non-parishioners alike, those who 
are well off and comfortable at home and most especially for the homeless or the hungry suffering from a job loss.  

And credit must be given where credit is due: our parishioners—who stepped up to the challenge and 
helped out. From the hundreds of people who came to our “Receive a Blessing, Be a Blessing” food drive, and the 
people stopping in each day at church to pray, to those who gathered for our parade and celebration of our YM 
high school senior (great parade by parishioners, fire, police and ambulance volunteers in town), and to those 
who continued to support the parish and her efforts by mailing in their church envelopes or joining our new Faith 
Direct online giving—you continued generosity and support helped to pay our parish staff and fund our  
ministries in these difficult times. THANK YOU!  

St. Catherine of Siena is the wonderful parish because of parishioners like you. Thank you, and may God 
continue to bless you and those you love!  

 

Father’s Day Blessings 
As we celebrate Father’s Day—and in remembering Mother’s Day, since “the two become one”—our faith 

calls us to recognize the importance of parenthood on this weekend. It becomes clear in the Rite of Baptism’s  
closing prayer as the priest proclaims the Church’s hope for the parents in these prayerful words: that “He and 
his wife will be the first teachers of their child in the ways of faith. May they be also the best of teachers, 
bearing witness to the faith by what they say and do, in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Extending that ideal of parenthood to our culture, our parents are both the first and best of teachers to us 
in word and deed, and in all things, we as believers understand both the love and the responsibility of being a  
parent—and that as children, no matter our age, we should honor and respect them for the job they do each day 
without any training and often in trying times, that the role of parents, man and woman, illustrates the fullness of 
God. In proof of that, we hear in the Book of Genesis (1:26-27), “Then God said: Let us make human beings in 
our image, after our likeness…God created mankind in his image; in the image of God he created them; male 
and female he created them.”   

Moms and dads express the unconditional love of God in our material world in that our parents’ love is 
also unconditional. They love us no matter what—whether we bring them great joy today or we disappoint them 
tomorrow; whether we follow their lead in the world or move to the beat of a different drummer—and even when 
our actions or words disappoint them or perhaps even sadden them, their love is not withdrawn. Unconditional 
love, either God’s or mom and dad’s, certainly comes not with limitations but rather with accountability  
attached—yet always remaining ever present in our lives. This is why we as Christians show love for others not 
just as affection, but rather we come to know it as the love that searches for the excellence of the other (C.S. Lewis).  

So this Father’s Day—and Mother’s Day—look deeply into the love shared with you and know that in  
seeing the imperfect disciple as our parents, (like us too), we do experience a taste of God’s Love for us.  
Unconditional, yet with the demands of accountability—for it is not a love lorded over us but one that seeks the 
excellence of us and calls us to be something more.  

Happy Father’s Day and blessings to all the dads of our parish…and a reminder that as the  
two-become-one, so we give thanks to mom too. 
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CRAFTERS WANTED -St. Ann Craft Fair is a  

“Handmade Crafters Only” Event, Saturday,  
November 21, 2020, 215 West St., Bristol, CT 
For an application & event documents, please  
contact: Rachel at urieldionne@sbcglobal.net or 
 860 989-1560. 

HOLY LAND CRAFTS. 
The coronavirus pandemic has forced thousands of  
pilgrims to leave the Holy Land. The streets of Bethlehem 
and Jerusalem are empty for quite some time. The  
cancellation of pilgrimages having a serious repercussions 
for many Christian families. In the past, when the Holy 
Land experienced wartime conditions, some people  
managed to temporarily find an economic niche outside 
tourism. However, the pandemic measures have affected 
all business sectors, including olive wood industry, and 
everything to shut down. Because our visit to your parish 
this year is unpredictable, we humbly ask you to visit our 
website WWW.HOLYLANDCRAFTS.NET and browse 
through the beautiful hand carved religious items. We  
value your support through these unprecedented times. 
May God bless you and keep you safe. 

Archdiocese of Hartford , Office of Safe Environment , 467 Bloomfield Ave. , Bloomfield, CT 06002  
 

HOW TO REPORT AN INCIDENT OF SEXUAL ABUSE TO THE ARCHDIOCESE OF HARTFORD  
 

If you have knowledge or suspect that a minor or vulnerable adult (an adult with an intellectual disability) has been 
sexually abused, in any manner, by personnel of the Archdiocese of Hartford, you are urged to report this  

information to:  Kathleen D. Nowosadko, Victim Assistance Coordinator , 860-541-6475 ,  
kathleen.nowosadko@aohct.org  
 In addition, you will be asked to follow up in writing with a detailed description of the facts involved in the 
incident. Specifics of this written report can be found in the Policies and Procedures of the Archdiocese of Hartford 
Relating to Allegations of Sexual Misconduct Involving Minors and Vulnerable Adults. This document is also available 
online at www.archdioceseofhartford.org. The Archdiocese of Hartford will report any and all incidents to the proper 
civil authorities.  
 Mandated reporters in the State of Connecticut are required by law to report any incident of sexual abuse 
involving a minor or vulnerable adult. We encourage any Non-Mandated persons to report such incidents to the  
proper authorities as well. We support your right to do so.  

 
Incidents involving sexual abuse of minors (persons under the age of 18) should be reported to:  

State Department of Children and Families Care-line,  
1-800-842-2288  

 
Incidents involving sexual abuse of vulnerable adults aged 18 – 59 should be reported to the:  

Connecticut Department of Developmental Services – AID Division  
for Persons with Intellectual Disabilities , 1-844-878-8923  

 
Incidents involving sexual abuse of vulnerable adults aged 60 and over should be reported to:  

Department of Social Services for the Elderly, 
 1-888-385-4225  

Once a written report of an incident of sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult has been received, an  
investigation will be undertaken by, or on behalf of, the Archdiocese of Hartford.  

mailto:urieldionne@sbcglobal.net
http://WWW.HOLYLANDCRAFTS.NET
http://WWW.HOLYLANDCRAFTS.NET


 8 


