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A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time            July 12, 2020 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
Reverend Mr. Joseph MacNeill, Dcn, 860-658-1642 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Faith Formation  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Youth Ministry Office 
Manuela Hanshaw, 860 658-1642 or 
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 217-0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mrs. Jennifer Orzell 
860 729-1079 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 810 5069 
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Ann Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., & Livestreamed, Monday through 
Wednesday, and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. resumes June 13th 
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. resumes June 15th 
Or by appointment, please call the parish office. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
 265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last designated verses of the  
recessional hymn. 

Watch our 

 Sunday & Daily Masses at 

www.stcatherine.info. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net
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 Saturday, July 11th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Margaret Hopkins, requested by her family;  

 Sunday, July 12th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Elizabeth Silvester; 

 Sunday, July 12th @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Ryan Thibeault, birthday remembrance, 

  requested by the his family; 
 Monday, July 13th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Ida Infante, requested by the Tanski Family; 

 Tuesday, July 14th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 

 Roy Carroll, requested by the Egan Family; 

 Tuesday, July 14th @ 9:00 a.m. NO Adoration;  

 Wednesday, July 15th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for   

 Joaquin Ayala, requested by Anna Noble; 

 Wednesday, July 15th, 9:00 a.m.; Rosary,  

 Friday, July 17th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Celestino Lozada, requested by Jack Lyons; 

 Friday, July 17th @ 9:00 a.m.  

 Chaplet of Divine Mercy;  

 Saturday, July 18th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Robert McVeigh, requested by Fr. Whyte;  

 Sunday, July 19th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Daphne Mae Giampietro,  

 requested by the Kostelni Family; and; 

 Sunday, July 19th @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Barbara Tucker, birthday remembrance, 

  requested by Donna Garry. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Sanctuary Lamp Memorial  
This week it burns for  

A Special Intention. 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION: 
 

Thank you for remembering your parish with your financial gifts. 
Especially during these socially-distancing times when we are not 
gathered together, but yet the needs of many require more Church 

attention.  May God Bless You! 

 
Thank you for using both our online Faith Direct services or 

for mailing your envelope to: 
Post Office Box 184, West Simsbury, Conn. 06092 

 
Weekly Envelope:  $  8,669.00 
Weekly Loose Cash/Checks:  $        70.00 
Faith Direct weekly giving $  3,411.45 
Total:    $12,150.45  
Other Generous Giving: 
Repair &Refurbishment: $1,524.00 
Peter’s Pence                          $   120.00 
Catholic Communication    $     30.00 

Pantry Partners                          $   500.00 
 The 2020 Mission Cooperative Appeal  
Collection will be taken up next weekend. Because 
of the coronavirus pandemic, the missionaries are not 
able to be with us this year; however, although  
physically distant, we have the opportunity to be 
present to them through our spiritual and financial 
support. The Diocese of Wa, in Ghana, West Africa 
will benefit from our parish’s generosity.  Our  
assistance will help them support the needs of their 
sick and ages priests. Our sharing in response to 
Christ’s call that we “love one another” will bring His 
hope into the lives of many.  We ask your generous 
response. Checks made be made out the Catholic 
Mission Aid Office.  Thank you. 

There will be No Confession 
 on Monday, July 13th  

&  
No Adoration 

 on Tuesday, July 14th.  

A note from your Director of Music  

Ministry: Please, Don’t Sing! 
 Yes, as we gather together at Mass this 
weekend, we will not be singing. The  
Archdiocesan guidelines for reopening require 
no congregational singing, so we will  
participate through spoken prayers, including 
speaking the parts of the Mass like the Gloria 
and the Holy.  The lector will proclaim the  
Responsorial Psalm with a spoken refrain.   
 Why are we doing this?  Scientific 
studies have shown us that singing poses a far 
greater risk for spreading the coronavirus, so 
for the time being we will use the piano and 
organ as our music for the safety of all.  I long 
for the day when I get to hear all of your  
voices joined together as one, but for that time 
to come as soon as possible, this is what we 
must do for now.   
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Repairs, Refurbishments, Health & Safety 
 The maintenance of our facilities is important—and like your homes—ongoing, and we all know that it is 
less expensive to keep up with repairs than to replace items before their life expectancy ends. A couple of items 
for your information: 

 This coming week you will notice all of the OUTSIDE DOORS in Russell Hall are being  
replaced with doors similar to the ones on the front entrance to the atrium. The reason is that the existing doors 
are actually interior wooden doors but were used as exterior doors. They have been repaired numerous times 
since I have been here and are no longer repairable, as they have a great deal of rot in many places. Our new doors 
are made of fiberglass, and require no maintenance with a warranty that will outlive most of us. 
 Sadly, this was a big expense ($37,000-plus) but in the long run it will be well worth it in terms of  
workability and safety—the old doors are warped and are easy to open from the outside. But thanks to the  
parishioners who regularly support our monthly Refurbishment and Repairs Collection we are able to obtain 
these doors and pay from them without asking for additional monies. I am most thankful to all as this fund  
enables our parish to maintain our facilities—the HVAC, the Church itself and all the grounds and the rectory. 
Each year when Catholic Mutual does their annual inspection, as well as Mule Security and others, we pass with 
flying colors and are always told that the parish is well maintained. I thank Mike Grappone, our facilities  
manager, for all his attention to details.  
 With the Coronavirus with us for the foreseeable future, and with the State and CDC health  
requirements for sanitation after every public event, i.e., each Mass, Faith Formation event, Youth Ministry  
meeting or activity, and any other small meetings in the church, we are currently held to purchasing cleaning  
solutions in large amounts and then sanitizing the church-at-large. To that end, we have purchased Ultraviolet 
Light Sanitizing Units, which are used in hospitals to remove all forms pathogens, including the Coronavirus. 
Thank you for your support of the Refurbishment and Repairs Collection.  
 
 

What Are the Parables All About? 
 A good question—one that we must answer if we want to “get” anything out of the story or parable itself. 
 Over the next three weeks we will hear in the Sunday Gospels from Matthew, specifically from chapter 11 
and the parables of Jesus. So, as Julia Andrews in the Sound of Music told us, start at “the very beginning,” and 
with the parables this is most important to their understanding and meaning—so we can begin with the question: 
“What are the parables all about?” before we go deeper into their meanings and applicability to our faith lives. 
 Dominican sister and scripture scholar, Sr. Barbara Reid, in telling us how parables work gives three key 
points to understand: 
1. All parables start with the familiar,” meaning that in the time of Jesus all people knew about farming and 
so today’s parable of the sower was quiet in tune with their everyday lived experiences. It was familiar to them. 
2. Every parable has layers and layers of meaning—and most comparisons have to do with the Kingdom of 
Heaven—so the parables will relate back to the Christ and His Church’s understanding or belief in Eternal Life. 
That these timely interpretations, different in every generation yet connected to Christ and His Truths must 
 always relate back to the teacher—Christ—for that is how we know we are on the right path. 
3. Every parable has unexpected twists or shocking endings. These surprises are meant for shock value, to 
call the disciple to recognize a different way of life for which the disciple of Christ is meant to follow even if un-
comfortable—remember the idea of “challenging the comforted and comforting the afflicted.”  
 
 Once that is known, we can then take the parable and realize that Christ does not tell us its meaning but 
rather leaves it up to the preacher to offer a perspective that is applicable and in line with the gospel’s overall  
message. Then we can understand our faith in terms of our lived lives and use the gospel’s perspective with which 
to view the world with eyes of faith.  Today’s Gospel parable asks us to consider the generous, almost wasteful 
farmer scattering seed here, there and everywhere. How generous to us then is our loving and merciful God; how 
much does He forgive, how much does He lead, how much does He love us.  And how do we live in return? 

   FROM FATHER MICHAEL... 
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Faith Formation News  
CATECHISTS WANTED! We 
have openings in Kindergarten. If 
you have a desire to share your faith, 
please call Kathi Bonner, 
860.658.4737 or email 
Kathidre@aol.com. We have an  
outstanding curriculum and  

supportive Faith Formation network of teachers and 
parishioners. 

New Student Registration 
and Re-registration has  

begun for  
Faith Formation Classes 

for 2020-2021.  
Although there remains some 

uncertainty concerning normal classroom activities at 
the present time, arrangements are being made to 
conduct classes as usual at HJMS, while we also  
explore alternate ways to continue Faith Formation 
and Sacramental Prep. Meanwhile, registration will 
continue so that our parish can purchase books and 
other materials for all of the children registered in our 
program. The late fee has been waived this year so 
there is no penalty to register beyond the deadline, 
however, we encourage you to register as soon as 
possible so that we may make purchasing and other 
decisions based on an accurate number of children. 
Our parish continues to adhere to the safety recom-
mendations put forth by the CDC, State of Connecti-
cut and local officials.   

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
at St. Catherine of Siena 
Thursday, July 16, 2020  

To make an appointment on-line, please 
use this link: Redcrossblood.org, then 

when you see Schedule Now, use the Code:Amanda 
–that will take you directly to the St. Catherine  
appointment page. 
 Amanda Aldrich, an 8th grade student in  
Simsbury, is active in youth ministry, and loves her 
family and friends, sports, and just being a teen. 
Amanda also has an extremely rare autoimmune  
disease, CIDP (chronic inflammatory demyelinating 
polyneuropathy). Because her immune system attacks 
her nerves, her legs and arms week and tingling if not 
treated. In order to treat this condition, Amanda  
receives an infusion of healthy human antibodies 
(derived from blood plasma) every 6 weeks, which 
helps to flush/dilute her, so that she does not feel the 
weakness. Please consider donating blood. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED!!! 
 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES are 
needed to help children of 
Hartford. Please donate the 
following items for Family 
Life Ministry to distribute to 
the children: backpacks,  
calculators, notebooks, pens, 
pencils, rulers, 3 ring binders, 
loose leaf paper, markers, 

crayons, erasers, and glue. All items can be 
placed in the boxes in the Atrium or the  
Vestibule.   

 

Help children be all  
that they can be!   

mailto:Kathidre@aol.com
http://redcrossblood.org/
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YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
Welcome all 7th-12th graders to St. Catherine of Siena Youth Ministry-Registration forms for 
Senior and SENIOR AND JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY are now available on-line. Our new 
google form makes registering easy and eliminates paperwork.  using this link:  

https://forms.gle/L3BuuG2Us132Mgug8 

 
TEEN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED-Are you available to help package baked goods and other “sweet 
surprises” for delivery to some of our parishioners? Youth ministry needs teen volunteers to help on 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 15th from 6–8:30 p.m. Please email Mrs. Hanshaw if you are able to help.  
Confirmation hours available. 

 

SENIOR HIGH 
SIGN UP FOR OUR “BEAT THE HEAT DAY” at TRINITA - SUNDAY, JULY 19th 
from 11:30 AM-5:00 PM. A great way to meet new friends, see old friends, bring a friend, or to say 
goodbye to friends before they leave for college. Swimming, water balloons, color wars (no guns), gagaball, 
volleyball, and so much more! A cookout lunch will be served at 12:00 noon. Snacks and drinks served all 
day. All activities will be outdoors.  
 
Cost of admission: One bag of bird seed (to be donated to the Little Sisters of the Poor). RSVP required 
by July 15th. Use this sign up genius link to sign up: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-beat 
 
WHAT TO BRING: 
* All required forms - Informed Consent form, health screening form,  permission slip-all must be 

signed by a parent; 
*  A beach towel, swimsuit, sunscreen, and a change of clothes; 
*  A white t-shirt, one that will get covered in paint! You will want to change out of this shirt, so be sure 

it is labeled; 
*  A mask. 
 

STEUBENVILLE LIVE-FRIDAY, JULY 17th, 5:15 p.m. in Russell Hall. Meet in Russell 

Hall for a simple dinner and watch Friday evening's event together for our own mini-Steubenville Live at  

St. Catherine. Dinner provided with plenty of room to socially distance. Bring a comfortable pillow or  

blanket, if you prefer that to a chair, something to kneel on, and a mask too! FREE: By registering with St. 

Catherine of Siena, you will save the individual cost of $40.PLEASE USE THIS SIGN-UP GENIUS LINK 

TO REGISTER FOR THIS EVENT: USE: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-steubenville1 

 

 
JUNIOR HIGH  

RISING 7th and 8th GRADERS–St. Catherine’s welcomes you to join our Junior High youth ministry for 
evenings of fun, games, service and faith. We meet about twice a month, once on a Monday evening, and 
once on a Wednesday evening. Please consider registering for youth ministry and coming out to see what we 
are all about.  
 
TUESDAY, JULY 21st-MINI-GOLF AND ICE CREAM at 5:30 PM–All middle schoolers are welcome 
to join us for a fun summer evening of mini-golf and ice cream. Bring a friend or make some new friends! We 
can't wait to see you. PRIZES AWARDED! Meet us at the Matterhorn, 10 Dyer Cemetery Rd, Canton, CT, 
06019 at 5:30 p.m. Cost of admission: One bag of bird seed (to be donated to the Little Sisters of the 
Poor).  Use this sign up genius link to sign up: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-minigolf 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-beat
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-steubenville1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BADAF2AA6FC1-minigolf
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SANDWICH  
MAKERS 
NEEDED 

Youth ministry is once again 
donating sandwiches for shel-

ters in Hartford to help feed the homeless. Our next 
sandwich date will be Monday, July 27th.  

Sandwiches can be dropped off in the kitchen until 6 
pm Sunday, July 26 and Monday, July 27 until 10:00 
a.m. Please use the door nearest the back parking 

lot for all drop offs. Please don’t enter thru the  
Atrium. Confirmation hours available. For more  

information, or if you are able to help, please sign up 
using this link:https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/9040d4badaf2aa6fc1-sandwiches2 

HAVE SOMEONE IN MIND? 
 It has been a long few months, 
and for many, they have spent the 
time alone or perhaps someone 
just needs a pick-me-up. Youth 
Ministry will be preparing care  
packages filled with “sweetness” 
and will deliver them to our local 
parishioners who may need to 
know that someone is thinking of 
them (our elderly, the lonely, and 
many others). Delivery of “sweet 
care packages” will be Thurs-

day, July 16th. THANK YOU to our WOMEN’S 
CLUB and to ALL our volunteer bakers. IF YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST SOMEONE 
FROM OUR PARISH TO RECEIVE A  
DELIVERY, please email their name and address to 
Manuela Hanshaw at  
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com. 

“Hands of Christ” 
Award Recipients 
 It is with great  
pleasure that the Men’s and 
Women’s Club Ministries 
announce four recipients of 
the 2020 “Hands of Christ” 
Award. This year’s recipients 
are Olivia Chappano (a rising 
sophomore at University of 

South Carolina), Lily Connelly (a recent SHS grad and 
incoming freshman at Mount Holyoke), Daelan  
Mangiafico (a recent Kent School grad and incoming 
freshman at Nova Southeastern University (FL)), and 
Anna Sennott (a rising sophomore at Boston College).  
Thanks to the generosity of you, our parishioners, and 
your support of our ministries’ activities, we are able 
to provide $3400 in total award recognition to these 
deserving candidates.  We ask that they continue their 
good works to always pay it forward and “Go in peace 
to glorify the Lord by the way you live your life”. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4badaf2aa6fc1-sandwiches2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4badaf2aa6fc1-sandwiches2
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