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A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time            July 26, 2020 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
Reverend Mr. Joseph MacNeill, Dcn, 860 658 1642 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Faith Formation  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Youth Ministry Office 
Manuela Hanshaw, 860 658 1642 or 
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 217 0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mrs. Jennifer Orzell 
860 729 1079 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 810 5069 
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Ann Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., & Livestreamed, Monday through 
Wednesday, and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. resumes June 13th 
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. resumes June 15th 
Or by appointment, please call the parish office. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
 265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184 
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last designated verses of the  
recessional hymn. 

Watch our 

 Sunday & Daily Masses at 

www.stcatherine.info. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net
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 Saturday, July 25th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Glenn Knierim, requested by  

 Kathy Cochener;  

 Sunday, July 26th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 James Salerno, birthday remembrance,  

 requested by his family; 

 Sunday, July 26th @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Rose Renna, requested by her family; 
 Monday, July 27th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Charles Martin, requested by Greg Troy; 

 Tuesday, July 28th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Anna Sadowy, requested by Maggie Rolka; 

 Tuesday, July 28th @ 9:00 a.m. Adoration;  

 Wednesday, July 29th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for   

 Ann Long, requested by Maryellen Long; 

 Wednesday, July 29th, 9:00 a.m.; Rosary,  

 Friday, July 31st @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Mike & Madelyn Grala; 

 Friday, July 31st @ 9:00 a.m.  

 Chaplet of Divine Mercy;  

 Saturday, August 1st @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Dolores Gerardi, requested by  

 the Bouchard Family;  

 Sunday, August 2nd @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Daniel Anderl and family, requested by  

 his friends; and; 

 Sunday, August 2nd @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Sal Zaffino. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Sanctuary Lamp  
Memorial  

 

This week it burns for  

 

Elizabeth Silvester & 

 

Robert “Bob” McVeigh. 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION: 
 

Thank you for remembering your parish 
 with your financial gifts. Especially during these socially- 

distancing times when we are not gathered together, but  
yet the needs of many require more Church attention.   

May God Bless You! 

 
Thank you for using both our online Faith Direct ser-

vices or for mailing your envelope to: 
Post Office Box 184, West Simsbury, Conn. 06092 

 
Weekly Envelope:  $ 3,621.00 
Weekly Loose Cash/Checks:  $   475.00 
Faith Direct weekly giving: $ 3,196.92 
   Total:  $7,292.92 
Other Generous Giving: 
Repair &Refurbishment: $      35.00 
Pantry Partners:                      $   600.00 
Wa Ghana Mission:  $      95.00 

 

Next week’s second collection is for 
Repair & Refurbishment. 

Nursing Opportunities 
Franciscan Home Care and Hospice Care is seeking a  
full-time Registered Nurse for its home care program and 
an on-call Registered Nurse for its hospice program.  
Candidates must have a RN license; home care and  
hospice care experience, driver’s license, and understand  
computers. Nurses and staff uphold the mission of caring 
for individuals and families in their homes.  
 
Visit franciscanhc.org for more information or send  
resumes to: Marie Laffin, RN, Clinical Director-
mlaffin@Franciscanhc.org or Laura Borrelli, RN, Hospice 
Director-lborrelli@franciscanhc.org. 
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Parish Repairs Update 
 As noted two weeks ago, the replacement doors for Russell Hall’s exterior doors have been installed. These 
new fiber glass doors, which are maintenance-free and provide for better security. This project was made possible by the 
support of parishioners like you, who support our monthly Repair & Refurbishment Collection. This collection, taken up monthly, ena-
bles us to plan and pay for ongoing maintenance  and repairs, because we have the money in advance we are able to pay in full and on 
time, giving us leverage to seek discounts. Thank you! 
 

KUDOS to our Youth Ministry-Again! 
 Our Youth Ministry team members reached out to many of our senior parishioners and those who are 
more closely tied to their homes during this pandemic, and they baked and delivered more than 60 trays of cook-
ies and cupcakes, along with lemonade, as a sweet treat during these uncertain times. This act of kindness is an 
illustration that our younger parishioners are remembering others and keeping them connected to their faith com-
munity. A simple act of kindness means so much. The phone calls, emails and handwritten notes of thanks that 
have come into the parish are amazing-and highlight the gratitude of being remembered. 
 Being “remembered” means a great deal and can have a big impact on both the recipient and the giver. We 
can remember one another with a simple, note, a sweet treat, a kind word, a good deed and a powerful prayer. 
What a wonderful Christian act of kindness and a grand way to simply live out our faith. Thank you!  
 

Forward with Faith ‘Returns’! 
 By way of update, last year many of our parishioners participated in Archdiocesan first-ever Capital  
Campaign named Forward with Faith, with the goal of supporting both our parish and our Archdiocese of  
Hartford with an endowment to support local parishes to become more vibrant, enrich programmatic areas of the 
faith community, increase technology opportunities, strengthen the parish and our archdiocese, as well as create 
new avenues of innovation to grow and strengthen our parish programs of faith formation, youth ministry, social 
outreach and more. 
 St. Catherine of Siena parishioners really stepped up to the plate and far exceeded our goal of $600,000. 
We reached a pledged amount of nearly $1.2 million-of which we share 50/50 in the goal amount, $600,000 (with 
the remaining 50% going to the parishes of the Archdiocese through the Hartford Bishops’ Foundation), and then 
over that goal we receive 80% of the total raised. We received our first return last month, in the form of a check of 
just over $97,000! 
 As a capital campaign, the money raised is considered restricted funds, meaning the monies raised may 
only be spent for the campaigns intended purpose. Our intended purpose is mainly programmatic, specifically for 
programs and outreach to 20 and 30 year-olds (those who with regularity do not practice their faith), families 
who are growing in faith (regularly attend but need additional assistance to understand and practice their faith; 
families with young children (families who are established in faith and now seek a deeper understanding of the  
Catholic faith), and also those who are “along in the faith” and who now are being challenged with new issues 
that may seemingly conflict with the Christian faith, i.e., health issues, loneliness due to loss of a loved one or 
friends and family members as well as end-of-life issues. 
 And thanks to all of you who are now in the process of paying off those pledged amounts, over a 5-year 
period, we are now seeing the fruits of our labors. And we are planning and executing our programmatic goals to 
make St. Catherine of Siena the growth-oriented parish for the future. Even with the pandemic, which seemingly 
put a “hold” on everything, our team continues to innovate, plan and prepare for the future. New programs,  
activities, nationally known guest speakers, ongoing outreach to young adults in their 20s and 30s to inquire as to 
why-and-what keeps them from participating in their faith, and to prepare new and exciting faith formation and 
youth ministry programs; develop new activities and programs for our older members addressing their faith  
concerns- will enable us to fulfill our commitment and to execute the outreach of this Forward with Faith cam-
paign.  
  
            Continued on page 5 
 

   FROM FATHER MICHAEL... 
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Faith Formation News  
New Student Registration and Re-registration  

has begun for Faith Formation Classes for 
2020-2021 

Although there remains some uncertainty concerning 
normal classroom activities at the present time,  
arrangements are being made to conduct classes as 
usual at HJMS, while we also explore alternate ways 
to continue Faith Formation and Sacramental Prep. 
Meanwhile, registration will continue so that our  
parish can purchase books and other materials for all 
of the children registered in our program. The late fee 
has been waived this year so there is no penalty to 
register beyond the deadline, however, we encourage 
you to register by June 30th so that we may make pur-
chasing and other decisions based on an accurate 
number of children. Our parish continues to adhere to 
the safety recommendations put forth by the CDC, 
State of Connecticut and local officials.  Please see 
important/additional Faith Formation information  
below. 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 

WELCOME ALL 7
th

-12
th

 GRADERS 
SENIOR AND JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH  
MINISTRY REGISTRATION FORMS  
are now available online on our website at  
stcatherine.info or using this link: 

https://forms.gle/L3BuuG2Us132Mgug8 
 

Our new google form makes registering easy and  
eliminates paperwork. 

 

SENIOR HIGH  
2020-2021 LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING is scheduled 
for SUNDAY, AUGUST 9 th at 5:00 p.m. at  
St. Catherine of Siena. Please bring a calendar,  
cellphone and mask. Ice cream sundaes will be 
served. 
 

SAVE THE DATE: 
FALL KICKOFF MEETING is scheduled for SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 13th. 

 

JUNIOR HIGH  
WELCOME NEW 7th GRADERS AND ALL 8th 
GRADERS! Don’t forget to register for youth 
ministry for this fall. 
 
ICE CREAM SUNDAE 
PARTY-SUNDAY,  
AUGUST 9th from 3:00-
4:30 PM  We will meet 
outdoors (weather permitting) 
at St. Catherine or in Russell 
Hall.  
 
Join us for this fun afternoon for ice cream sun-
daes and some games. This is a great opportunity 
to meet and make some new friends or to see 
some old friends. Bring a friend too!!  
 
Mrs. Hanshaw and Mrs. Whittemore look  
forward to meeting you and seeing you there. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED!! 

 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES are needed to help the children 
of Hartford. Please donate the following items for 
Family Life Ministry to distribute. This year, they 
have about 100 students in need (50 boys/50 girls). 
They are in need of 
 Backpacks, 
 Calculators (basic and scientific), 
 Notebooks and folders 
 Pens, pencils, and erasers 
 Rulers, 
 3 ring binders, 
 Loose leaf paper (including drawing), 
 Markers and crayons, 
 Glue. 
 
This year due to COVID and online learning, they are 
in great need of headphones, USB’s, hand sanitizer, 
and face masks of all sizes.  
All items can be placed in the boxes in the Atrium or 
the Vestibule.  

Thank you for helping the students be  
all they can be! 

https://forms.gle/L3BuuG2Us132Mgug8
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Fr. Michael continued…. 

  
 Over the next few weeks more programmatic details will emerge as to the “meat” of our programs and 
plans. Additionally, future bulletins and other communications will include surveys and other questionnaires 
to enlist your input and ideas. This collaborative effort will ensure that we address real needs and provide the 
best solutions to collectively grow our faith and our parish, all for the benefit of salvation. Thank you for your 
support! 
 

Sincerely Discovering the Kingdom of God 
 The 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time offers us a gospel presenting three new parables all about  
discovering the Kingdom of God. Two are about “finding” the Kingdom-either by accident or by searching-
notice the level of response from each of the two characters who seek or accidently stumble upon the Kingdom. 
 The pearl merchant could either be greedy or a redeemed rich man; the man who digs up the treasure in 
someone else’s field has spotty rights to claim ownership. These two men are imperfect disciples. The third  
parable about the dragnet which gathers all into the Kingdom might lead us to make a quick and easy judgment 
about others-are they worthy, are they “our kind” and do we welcome them or not. 
 In the end, the Kingdom of God is open to all, those like us and those who are “different” from us. Are 
we too quick to make up our own rules and criteria about who is or is not worthy to come into the Kingdom; 
and, are we a people of perfect faith who expect to slide right through the pearly gates; or are we people of sin-
cere faith, working hard and struggling to enter the gates--and willing to welcome others to join us on that 
faith journey? How sincere is our search for the Kingdom...are we just lucky enough to find the right field to 
search for the pearl or do we just posses dumb luck to stumble into understanding and practice? 
 What is my intensity with which I search for the Kingdom...how much effort do I put into understand-
ing and practicing the faith? What ministries do I participate in, how deep to I delve into scripture; how in-
volved am I, and am I a practitioner or a quiet follower? Today’s a new day to begin the search of faith. Remem-
ber the Kellogg’s commercial, “Try it again, for the first time.” When it comes to faith: Believe it. Live it. Share it. 

 

FOOD, LIVE BAND, 
SOCIAL DISTANCING, 
FREE TO FAMLY AND 
FRIENDS….MORE TO 

COME! 
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Dear Parents, 
In an effort to keep you informed at a time when information is ever-changing, I would like to make you 
aware of how our Faith Formation Program may be conducted in the fall should Simsbury Public 
Schools be unavailable for our classes. The Catechists, Father Michael and I are working on plans to 
bring quality Faith Formation to each child in our program K-10, during this continued pandemic using 
a combined model of virtual and in person classes. Following the guidelines from the State of CT  
Department of Health and the Archdiocese of Hartford, we will proceed with both caution and flexibility. 
Below are some plans that I can share as it stands today:  
 

   Confirmation I & II will be conducted in person at the Church on alternate Sunday morn-
ings, 9:30 am-10:30 am and evenings, 6 pm-7 pm (grade 9), & 7:15 pm-8:15 pm (grade 10) 
as we do each year. 

 

   Grade 2 will meet several times at the church on Sunday mornings, 9:30 am-10:30 am so 
they can better prepare for the Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Holy Com-
munion. These in person classes will be supplemented with virtual learning using the 
platform Seesaw on the Sundays we do not meet in person. 

 

   Grades K & 1 will meet in Russell Hall at the church one Sunday a month from 11 am-12 
Noon (during 11 am Mass). Distance learning (Seesaw), will be offered on the other Sun-
days. 

 

   Grades 4-8 will offer virtual classes on Sunday mornings and meet in person at the 
church on several occasions during the year (3 or 4 times). Each grade will still have a 
"Class Mass" at the 11 AM Mass (rather than the 5 pm Sunday Mass). In person classes 
will be offered on Sunday mornings from 9:30 am-10:30 am and also on certain Tuesday 
afternoons at the church from 4 pm- 5 pm. For planning purposes you may still put time 
aside each Sunday morning 9:30 am for Faith Formation, K-8. I am hopeful that I can 
have a calendar for you very soon. 

 

   Students in all grades will receive books! Whether in person or online, each child will be 
supplied with student texts for their own use. In addition, e-books are available for any 
student who requests one. 

 

   On August 1st, The Archdiocese of Hartford is sending each parish a document to follow 
for safely implementing in-person classes. The calendar will be completed after I am sure 
that we have implemented the safest in person program possible. 

 

   Please be assured that our parish has invested in many sanitizing products, procedures 
and protocols to maintain a safe environment for our children, catechists and parents. 

  
 

 

St. Catherine of Siena Faith Formation News 
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