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A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time          August 30, 2020 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor: Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
Deacon: Reverend Mr. Joseph MacNeill,   
860 658 1642 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Faith Formation  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Youth Ministry Office 
Manuela Hanshaw, 860 658 1642 or 
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 217 0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mrs. Jennifer Orzell 
860 729 1079 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 810 5069 
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Ann Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., & Livestreamed, Monday through 
Wednesday, and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. resumes June 13th 
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. resumes June 15th 
Or by appointment, please call the parish office. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
 265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184 
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last designated verses of the  
recessional hymn. 

 
Livestream all 

Masses @ 
 

stcatherine.info 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net
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 Saturday, August 29th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Dr. Robert McVeigh,   

 requested by Fr. Whyte;  

 Sunday, August 30th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 June M. Virzi, requested by  

 the Bautista Family;  

 Sunday, August 30th @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Patricia Belden, requested by her family; 
 Monday, August 31st @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 John O’Meara, 31st anniversary, 

 requested by his family; 

 Tuesday, September 1st @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Thomas O’Neill,  requested by  

 the Benton Family; 

 Tuesday, September 1st @ 9:00 a.m. Adoration;  

 Wednesday, September 2nd @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 

 Nicole Giuliano, requested by  

 the Mortimer Family; 

 Wednesday, September 2nd, 9:00 a.m.; Rosary,  

 Friday, September 4thh @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Bob Cummings, requested by  

 Barbara & Greg Troy; 

 Friday, September 4th @ 9:00 a.m.  

 Chaplet of Divine Mercy;  

 Saturday, September 5th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 John Hayes, 1st anniversary,  

 requested by his family;  

 Sunday, September 6th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 John Hines, requested by  

 the Hanshaw Family; and; 

 Sunday, September 6th @ 11:00 am Mass for a 

 Special Intention. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Sanctuary Lamp  
Memorial  

 

This week it burns for 

A Special Intention. 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION: 
 

Thank you for your financial support of our parish! 
In these uncertain times, it is my hope that our parish provides 
to you both spiritual support and practical support—Catholic 

Action—by feeding our neighbors, investing in our children and 
youth, and keeping all of our parish’s stakeholders in the 

‘Spiritual Loop’, if you will! 
We are able to livestream the Masses, provide unique and crea-
tive Faith Formation, Youth Ministry; we are able to continue 
our 6 ministries which feed, care and provide assistance to our 
neighbors in need—because of your generous and continuous 
financial support. Without it, our doors would close and our 

programs would be reduced.  
 

Thank you for parishioners like you! 

 
Thank you for using both our online Faith Direct  

services or for mailing your envelope to: 
Post Office Box 184, West Simsbury, Conn. 06092 

 
Weekly Loose Cash/Checks:     $ 6,155.00 
Faith Direct weekly giving:    $ 3,526.15 
   Total:    $  9,681.15 
 
Other Generous Giving: 
Repair &Refurbishment:    $     645.00 
Pantry Partners:                         $     100.00 

Unfortunately, our Parish Picnic has to 
postponed. We will reschedule in the 
Spring, date TBD. Thanks for your  
understanding. 
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   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  
 
“Get Behind Me, Satan! ...” 
 “…You are an obstacle to me…” There is no guessing about what God considers faith “obstacles” in our 
minds toward God’s ways. The very next line in this Gospel lays it out as clear as can be: “You are thinking not as 
God does, but as human beings do.” Merriam Webster defines ob·sta·cle | \ ˈäb-sti-kəl as “something that 
 impedes progress or achievement.”  
 In the Gospel today Jesus reveals the Father’s plan for His life and that Jesus’ disciples must follow 
the same pattern—that applies to you and me, all of us who claim to be His disciples. The Matthean Gospel 
has various parts to it today: Jesus describing God’s plan for His life and ours; Peter’s response and Jesus’  
rebuke of that response; the message of knowing how God thinks, and the various understandings of Jesus’ 
teachings on denying ourselves.    

Early on Peter, and we certainly can understand his thinking, does not want anything horrible, unjust 
or bad to happen to Jesus. Who would? But when he hears the Lord tell his followers that He must go to  
Jerusalem and that the powers-that-be will cause Him to suffer and to die—but—that He will be raised on 
the third day Peter offers his defense and protection of the Lord with this proclamation: “God forbid, Lord! No 
such thing shall ever happen to you.” Then follows the well-known response from Jesus: “Get behind me, Satan!  

In faith, Jesus is prepared and willing to do the Will of His Father. What a familiar message —a 
message of great faith, a message of Trust in the Father’s Will, and a message consistently proclaimed by 
the Son of God. But is that message consistent in our lives? Are we ever obstacles to the Will of God? I 
think this question is a very powerful one for us today in the midst of all the civil unrest nationally and 
globally. 
 How might you and I become ‘obstacles’ to faith and to God? Is it possible? Do we? How? For an 
answer let us look to the latter part of the today’s gospel. We know that the plan of God for Jesus is that 
He was “born to be killed.” It is the Father’s plan for our salvation. Peter’s concern about that Plan causes 
Peter to respond and basically deny the plan of God by saying “God forbid, Lord! No such think shall ever 
happen to you”…as long as I’m alive…we might add. So what role does denial of God, His thought process, His 
very essence play in our role of becoming an obstacle to faith and to God’s Will?  

Scripture scholars* tell us that the Greek meaning of “deny” (aparneomai) as used in the gospel 
presents to us a powerful understanding of His gospel message. “To deny oneself can denote disown, or 
refuse to acknowledge, or reject oneself so that, for example, one can attend to others. It can also mean to 
disagree with, or rebut, or challenge one’s own views.”   

Jesus continues with “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and 
follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find 
it. What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?  “To save” (Greek sozo) 
denotes natural concerns: i.e. to keep one’s body safe and whole, to preserve it from dangers and  
deprivations, to liberate it, to rescue it, or to heal it from disease.  And “to lose” (Greek apolumi) one’s life 
can be translated as destroy, ruin or kill one’s life.  So what does this mean for us and how we are to apply 
it to our lives in the modern world. 
 Scholars tell us that by “stringing them together” we can understand Jesus’ meaning as this: 
“Whoever focuses on keeping his life whole and healthy, on staying free to do as he pleases, on being safe, 
and on striving for personal satisfaction will in fact destroy, ruin, or kill his kingdom life. But the one who 
destroys, ruins, or kills his life for Jesus’ sake will find his kingdom life,” i.e., the meaningful existence on 
earth that God intends for him.”  
 So just how do I think as a human person in contrast to Godly thought? Are my thoughts selfish, 
only filled with personal satisfaction? Do I believe that to live well is to gain all for me, myself and I —or do 
I seek justice and equity for others? Am I a person who seeks to “attend” to the needs of others, or do I first 
and foremost care about my needs? Last week we heard of the consideration of Noblesse Oblige —how  
noble or blessed do I feel and how does that feeling of blessings overflow to others. Simply and locally put, 
here at St. Catherine of Siena Parish, have I been involved in some way with Pantry Partners, St. Elizabeth 
House, Feed the Hungry,             
             continued on page 6 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/impede
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Faith Formation News  
 
PARENT SURVEY for Faith Formation has been 
emailed to each family to help determine the  
level of participation for in person classes to  
supplement online learning for K-8 (all  
Confirmation Classes will be in person) on  
certain Sunday mornings here at the church. 
Please take moment to complete this survey. If 
you did not receive the survey, use this link:   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6M5RD7M  
 
 
New Student Registration and Reregistration, 
THERE IS STILL TIME TO RE-REGISTER FOR 
FAITH FORMATION! The late fee has been 
waived this year so there is no penalty to register 
beyond the deadline, however, we encourage 
you to register as soon as possible so that we 
may make purchasing and other decisions based 
on an accurate number of children. Our parish 
continues to adhere to the safety  
recommendations put forth by the CDC, State of 
Connecticut and local officials. Please use this 
link to register. 
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/
eventReg?
oeidk=a07eh2okxtw1d630e5d&oseq=&c=&ch= 
 
 

Faith Formation Parents-a Constant  
Contact email has gone out with details for Faith 
Formation classes this fall. The schedule for 
classes, a video message from Kathi Bonner, 
Director of Faith Formation and a video message 
from Manuela Hanshaw, Director of Youth  
Ministry are included in this email. 
 https://youtu.be/NNzbdo17q-g 
 
 

Confirmation Enrollment Mass is  
Saturday, Sept. 12th at the 5 pm Vigil. An email 
reminder will be sent with details and dress code. 
The parent meeting will be held immediately  
following Mass in the church. Please be aware of 
sitting every other pew for social distancing.  

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
 
WELCOME 7th-12th GRADERS-
REGISTER NOW for Senior or Junior High Youth 
Ministry, and receive a FREE t-shirt with  
registration. To register, please use this link: 
https://forms.gle/L3BuuG2Us132Mgug8 
 

PARENT SURVEY for Youth Ministry is  
available using the link below. This brief survey will 
help us determine the level of participation for  
in-person activities and provides an opportunity to 
give input on programs for your teens. Please take a 
moment to complete this survey. 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/76FQQSP 

 
PARENTS AND TEENS: Please join FLOCK-
NOTE to help with quick communications this year! 
Simply text JOHN14 to 84576, then follow the link 
to complete the sign up. Choose Youth Ministry and 
any other groups/ministries you may wish to join. 
 

SENIOR HIGH 
SAVE THE DATE! 
KICKOFF MEETING-Sunday, September 13th,  
6-8 p.m.-ALL ARE WELCOME! Join us and see 
what youth ministry is all about. We will play some 
games, have some pizza and make new friends. Come 
hear about our theme for the year, and our plans we 
have for activities, trips and projects. FREE  
T-SHIRT with registration. BRING A FRIEND! 
Pizza served! 
 
PARENT VOLUNTEERS are needed and  
welcome at all meetings, especially this year. If you 
are able to volunteer at a meeting and our Annual 
Feed the Hungry Car Wash, please use this link to 
sign up. https://bit.ly/3hzY2D1 
 

JUNIOR HIGH 
SAVE THE DATE! 
KICKOFF MEETING-Monday, September 
14th, 6:30-8 p.m.-ALL ARE WELCOME! Come 
see what youth ministry is all about, have some pizza, 
play some games, meet new friends. FREE  
T-SHIRT with registration. BRING A FRIEND! 
Pizza served! 
 

PARENT VOLUNTEERS are needed and  
welcome at all meetings, especially this year. If you 
are able to volunteer at a meeting and our Annual 
Feed the Hungry Car Wash, please use this link to 
sign up. https://bit.ly/3hzY2D1 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6M5RD7M
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eh2okxtw1d630e5d&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eh2okxtw1d630e5d&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eh2okxtw1d630e5d&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://youtu.be/NNzbdo17q-g
https://forms.gle/L3BuuG2Us132Mgug8
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/76FQQSP
https://bit.ly/3hzY2D1
https://bit.ly/3hzY2D1
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Upcoming Parish Meetings & Events  

AUGUST 
-30th—Books, Blessings & Ice cream, 12 noon. 
-Mon, 31st—NO Confession. 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 
-Tues, 1st—Adoration, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Wed, 2nd—Rosary, Church, 9:00 a.m. 
-Fri, 4th—Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Sat, 5th—Confession, Church, 4 p.m. 
-Mon, 7th—Labor Day, Office Closed,  
  No Confession, No Rosary 
-Tues, 8th—Adoration, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Wed, 9th—Rosary, Church, 9:00 a.m. 
-Wed, 9th—Men’s Club, RH, 6:30 p.m. 
-Fri, 11th—Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Sat, 12th—Confirmation Enrollment Mass, 5 p.m. 
  Parent Meeting, Church, 6:15 p.m. 
-Sun, 13th—Catechist Commissioning Mass,  
  11 a.m 
-Sun, 13th—Sr. High Youth Ministry Kick-off, RH 
  6 p.m. 

St. Elizabeth House 

St. Elizabeth House-next service date is  
Sunday, September 27th. Food needs to be 
ready to serve (casseroles hot, salad pre-cut) 

and at the church by 3:45 p.m. Please sign up in 
the atrium. Questions, please contact Leila  

Bruno at (860) 392-8585. Thank you! 

Parishioner’s Corporal Works of 
Mercy & Parish Ministry News  

Thank you for to every-
one that signed up to 
bake for the Plimpton 
House shelter, and to 
those of you that made 
sandwiches for the  
shelters last week. Over 

700 sandwiches were distributed to the 
shelters, and the residents at the Plimpton 
House greatly appreciated the delicious  
variety of cookies, cakes, brownies and 
more! We greatly appreciate the ongoing 
support of our families, youth and parish-
ioners. Your generosity continues to fill us 
with hope and gratitude!  

FEED THE HUNGRY  
  
 The next visit to St. Elizabeth House will 
be on Saturday, September 19th. We leave  
St. Catherine at 9:30 am and return by 1:30 pm. 
Please sign up! If you have any questions call or text 
Rich Sickinger at 860.558.6940. 

Pantry Partners 
 

The next Pantry Partner distribution date 
is Saturday, September 19th, 9 a.m.  

 
Volunteers please arrive by  

8:45 a.m. to assist with set up. 
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Fr. Michael continued… 
Manny’s Meals, or the Street Sandwich Ministry and Comitas; have I thought much about the Advent  
Giving Tree and Knights of Malta or Neighbors in Need, have I considered my role in the Lenten Mercy  
Project; in Faith Formation classes or Youth Ministry, in Music or the Prayer Chain ministry or any other 
way I might actually participate in God’s life on earth—attending to others’ needs—either big, small or 
somewhere in between?  

Am I a conduit of God’s thinking or an obstacle—either actively or not; and who or what do I deny 
more consistently?     Source: Elizabeth M. Nagel, SSL, SSD, United States Edition 2002 Year A, LTP  

FAITH FORMATION EVENT! 
  Books, Blessings and…..Ice Cream! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Faith Formation Books and Materials for the upcoming year will be blessed by Father  
Michael and distributed this Sunday, August 30, from 12 pm – 3 pm from our parish. 

An ice-cream bus will park in the driveway leading to the back parking lot and side entrance 
to Russell Hall. Your child can order a Sundae while you collect their Faith Formation  

materials! 
 

Books will be in Russell Hall, by grade (rather than by child).  
 

The Ice Cream Bus will take orders from the back of the bus. Feel free to enjoy the ice 
cream outdoors or around the grounds. Tables will be set up outdoors, weather permitting. 

 
In order to maintain safety, families are asked to come to parish at the designated time 

frame below. Families with last names beginning with: 
A-B: 12:00pm     C-D: 12:30  
E-J: 1 pm      K-M: 1:30  
N-R: 2 pm      S-Z: 2:30  

 

We can’t wait to see you and your children! For more info: Kathidre@aol.com 
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